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Talking science and technology to
improve agriculture developments

The role of science and technology to improve
and enhance agricultural developments for the
African Carribean Pacific (ACP) countries was

the focus of a weeklong meeting in France late this
month.

This was the 8th Meeting of the Advisory Committee
on Science and Technology for ACP Agricultural and Rural
Development. The overall objective of this meeting  was
to strengthen inter and intra-regional ACP and European
Union collaborations. Strong relations and collaborations
is needed to direct the Science Technology and Innova-
tions (ST & I) policy agenda to enhance agricultural
performance in the ACP country groups.

The meeting was attended by representatives of
prominent organizations and learning institutions that are
also stakeholders in agriculture.

The Pacific region was represented through the
University of the South Pacific. The Director IRETA at-
tended on behalf of the Dean of the  Faculty of Business
and Economics and presented a paper on Tertiary Educa-
tion and Agricultural Research at USP- New Directions.

Discussions at this meeting focussed mainly around
agriculture and research and the role of information and
communication technology for better results in these
developments.

The participants were representatives of Universi-
ties and agricultural organisations from Africa, the
Carribean and the Pacific

CTA Director Dr. Hans Neun with a participant at the
meeting (Photo: M.Umar)

Participants of the 8th Advisory Meeting on Science and
Technology (Photo: M.Umar)
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Reviving  the  ALO Network

IRETA is calling on the regional ministries to
identify suitable candidates as Agricultural
Liaison Officers (ALO).

The ALO Network is IRETA’s outreaching link
to the Pacific region.

It identifies agricultural needs of the region
and assists USP- IRETA in responding to these needs
and disseminating the benefits of USP to its stake-
holders. Over the years, the ALO Network had been
significant and effective in acting as the eyes and
ears of IRETA.

ALO  identify issues and needs of agricultural
ministries of their countries and these are dis-
cussed and prioritized in the ALO and IRETA Advi-
sory Board meetings.

With the recent re-establishment of IRETA
there is also the need to bring  back the network so
that IRETA can become aware of the regions needs
and how to address and serve them better.

Samoa and Fiji  Ministries of Agriculture have
already identified their ALO’s and have indicated
their full support towards IRETA projects and ac-
tivities. Other countries have received their let-

ters for ALO appointment as well.
The ALO Network and its activities include a lot

of activities but its main focus is the production, ex-
change and circulation of agricultural information
timely, relevant and beneficial for agricultural devel-
opments.

The Question and Answer Service is also one ac-
tivity that will see and need the expertise and contri-

Former ALO Samoa Ms Mafutaga Tinifu during a presentation to
promote Question and Answer Services (Photo: IRETA)

butions of the ALO
IRETA also will provide training or upskilling training

opportunities for ALO’s if needed to strengthen their role
and services to their ministries and countries.

 The network will operate and function accordingly to
the provisions of the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)
between IRETA and ALO member countries.

The network will be coordinated by Aterina Samasoni
of IRETA under the guidance of its Director.

FAO Samoa hears about IRETA

IRETA was given an opportunity to present
about its Work Plan for 2010  before
the FAO Office staff during their retreat held

earlier this month.
The main purpose of this presentation was to

expose IRETA and its capabilities likely to establish
effective and efficient collaboration with FAO.

IRETA aims to work around climate change, food
security and income generation which are challeng-
ing issues the world faces today. IRETA plans to
implement relevant activities and services to address
these issues through agricultural development.

These activities and services can be imple-
mented through IRETA’s three main division, re-
search, extension and training.

The FAO office in Samoa for the Pacific region
got together for a few days to review, assess and look
at ways to improve and strengthen their services to
the region.

 IRETA’s presentation according to Dr. Vili Fuavao

as the Head of the Office in Samoa and the FAO Subre-
gional Representative to the Pacific region, is an opportu-
nity to realize how FAO partners sees FAO, to suggest
what FAO needs to do and how to do it.

The Office of the FAO in Samoa during these few
days discussed also how they see themselves and looked
at ways to improve efficiency within their own opera-
tions.

There was an interesting exchange of ideas follow-
ing IRETA’s presentation.

Some of the FAO staff were interested to learn more
about IRETA’s ALO network and how effective it is in
identifying regional needs. Discussions also touched on
IRETA’s vision to achieve food security through the chal-
lenges of the changing climate. The situation of agricul-
ture and how it can be strengthened for the atoll islands
was another topic of discsussion.

IRETA  re-established recently however aims to build
stronger relationships with other organisations and
member countries that they share the same interest in
quality living through agriculture

IRETA Staff

IRETA Staff
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Ioane Malaki - SAFT

continue page 4

SAFT’s experimental farm has re
ceived one day old chicks from New
Zealand.  It is for the first time since

2006. They are 120 parent female chicks, 20
parent male chicks and 500 commercial layer
chicks.   Layer birds will start producing  eggs
from May next year, while parent birds will
have eggs of laying hen from the same time.
Eggs from parent stock will be incubated to
get layer chick and cockerel.

The average working time for female
birds is about one year after the start of
laying.

Usually these replacements should be
done every year to keep good performance.

According to  Animal Nutrionist Specialist
with SAFT, Akira Chijiwa, these birds will play

SAFT poultry farm in start of expansion

One day old chicks (Photo: C. Akira)

an important role for SAFT farm to re-gain the name of “Model Farm” that we have lost for years and they
will surely help students study as well as developing new technology.  “Yes, together with the repair of farm
houses, it is the very beginning of our farm renovation” he added.

PNG faces Fusarium wilt threat to bananas

Fusarium wilt, also known as Panama disease,
is a destructive fungal disease of banana
plants. It is caused by a fungus referred to as

Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense (Foc). According to
Dr Agustin Molina, an international specialist on ba-
nana diseases and the Regional Coordinator for Asia
and the Pacific Bioversity International, the disease has
already been identified along the PNG - Indonesia
border in the Indonesian provinces of Western Papua
and Papua. He cautioned that there is a great risk of the
disease spreading across to PNG. Once Foc is in the
soil, it cannot be eliminated.

Dr Molina said this during a two-day workshop at
Bubia in Lae from October 14-15. The workshop was
conducted for quarantine and extension officers in PNG
to increase the country’s capacity for early detection,
interception and incursion management of Fusarium
wilt and other important banana diseases. Participants
were from NARI, the National Agricultural Quarantine
Inspection Authority (NAQIA) and the Department of
Agriculture and Livestock.

Banana is grown throughout PNG and is the fourth
most consumed food (34.3%) after greens (75%), sweet
potato (60.2%) and rice (35.1%). It is considered the
most important staple crop with greatest production in
Morobe, East New Britain, Central and Madang prov-

inces.
Fusarium wilt of banana is a vascular wilt

disease and can be very destructive. It invades
vascular tissues called xylem through the roots
causing discoloration and wilting. The wilt patho-
gen is soil borne and survives in the soil for
years. It also survives on infected plant parts and
infects roots, and spreads and destroys vascular
tissues. The disease can be transmitted through
suckers, roots, soil, water and contaminated
equipment.

The training focused on improving the
capacity of extension officers to manage incur-
sions of banana diseases into PNG with emphasis
on measures to prevent the spread of Fusarium
wilt across the PNG Indonesia boarder. Experi-
ments in Indonesia were set up in an attempt to
control the wilt. The use of clean planting materi-
als and resistant varieties are among the most
promising measures identified so far.

The suggestions made at the workshop
include;

1. the need to evaluate important PNG
banana varieties for resistance to Foc,

2. provide briefing papers on the threat and

Chijiiwa Akira - SAFT/JICA

DIDINet
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potential impact of Foc and other diseases to
policy makers,

3. better coordinate emergency re-
sponse to relevant agencies at all levels,

4. form committees to raise awareness
in provinces along the border through the
local level government and ward presidents,
church leaders and teachers, and

5. produce a hand book of important
banana disease.

 NAQIA Chief Plant Protection Officer,
Pere Kokoa, said currently the organisations
are understaffed and may encounter financial
difficulties to enforce awareness
programmes. He urged the participants to
work as a team to prevent the disease from
entering PNG.

Of the known ‘Races’ of this pathogen, the virulent
‘Tropical’ Race 4 (TR4) strain is of particular interest
because most banana varieties appear to be susceptible to
the disease. Among them is the commercially important
variety, Cavendish. So far TR4 has only been identified in a
number of Asian countries, however, further spread has
been steady and there are real risks of further introduc-
tions into countries so far free of this strain due to interna-
tional trade and people movement. There are four
recognised races of the pathogen in Fusarium wilt which
are separated based on host susceptibility. Race 1 is
responsible for epidemics in Gros Michel (AAA), Lady
Finger (AAB) and Silk (AAB) varieties. Race 2 affects
cooking bananas such as Bluggoe (ABB) and race 4 is
capable of attacking Cavandish (AAA) as well as the other
varieties of bananas affected by race 1 and 2. Race 3
affects Heliconia spp., a close relative of banana except it
is not considered to be a banana pathogen.

PNG faces Fusarium wilt threat to
bananas..........from page 3

TTM showcase new crop varieties for Fiji
farmers

Taiwan Technical Mission (TTM) show
cased two new crop varieties in a field
day held at their Nacocolevu farm in

Sigatoka.
TTM Team Leader Dr. Cheng Hsiung Lin said

the new variety of capsicum and sweet corn will
be released to the farmers after the relevant
protocol with the Quarantine Division is com-
pleted and the Division gives the green light for
their release.

“In this field day, we want to introduce
some new varieties to the farmers and show that
there are many crops that could be cultivated in
Fiji”, he said

“We hope that this will provide some other
choices of crops that farmers could adapt to the
Import Substitution Programme (ISP) of the
Ministry of Primary Industries”, he explained.

Dr. Lin hoped that the field day at Sigatoka
will function as a bridge between buyers and
farmers to assist farmers in producing good
quality agro-products for the hotels.

“Through this field day, farmers can also
know more about the hotel demands and criteria
of fresh produce that they want from farmers”.

TTM had been working closely with the
Ministry of Primary Industries ever since their
establishment in Fiji.

Their support was emphatically highlighted
after the devastation caused by the floods in
January this year that destroyed farms and

livelihoods of many farmers in the Valley. They did not only
lost all the crops planted, but also the infra-structures built in
the farm.

“After this flood, TTM rehabilitated its farm in a short
time and raised vegetable seedlings immediately for the
farmers to produce vegetable for export”, Dr. Lin said.

“Altogether, we donated 75,000 vegetable seedlings to
the Ministry to accelerate the rehabilitation of farmers in
February”.

Dr. Lin went on to say that in addition to rehabilitating
their farm, the TTM demonstration farms had already pro-
duced about 313,000 seedlings for the farmers this year.

A display of capsicum and sweet corn (Photo: Fiji-MPI)

 Fiji Ministry of Primary Industries
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A vegetable garden by the road

It’s not the best place one would find a food
garden but Aanamaaitu Tauiliili Afamasaga
is one man that proves, anything is possible

with the will and a way.
Residing in Saleimoa around the waterfront,

Tau as widely known, has grown a vegetable garden
with various vegetables and plants that can attract
any passerby on the main road.

He barely has enough space around the
roadside, but with the space there is, he has shown
how one can survive even with the little things
there are. “What we live on is God’s gift and we
should build on it no matter how small they can
be”.  He said, his garden is one of his hobbies, it is
something he does in his spare time and it is his
exercise to keep him busy, fit and happy.

This roadside vegetable garden has a few different varieties of
cabbages, tomatoes, capsicum, lettuce, chilli, beans and others. He
grows in between the vegetables non flowering and flowering
plants which Tau believes keeps the birds away from the vegetables.

But he has had trouble keeping his garden safe. “Dogs and
other animals have ruined it over time, even some people just help
themselves with the vegetables”, he said with a chuckle. But with
the damage from the animals and the passerby he becomes more
determined to grow and keep his farm.

Tau has transported swamp soil from one area and used it for
top layer soil in his garden. He said it had cost a lot of money but he
is only happy to see his garden blooming with vegetables. According
to Tau animal manure is also used with the swamp soil before his
vegetables are planted.

Tau said when he harvests his garden he distributes the veg-
etables around his village and his families.

Tau is not a full time farmer, as he is a Managing Director of the
Faleolo International Airport Transfers Limited. He drives his Tour
Bus in the morning, picks up school students in the afternoon, works
on his garden before the sun sets.  He attends to calls to the Airport
in the late hours to pick and transport tourists.

Tau’s roadside garden with the different vegetables
varieties. He grows in between other plants. His
love for the colour green has also made him
committed to his roadside vegetable garden
(Photos: A. Chijiiwa)

IRETA Staff
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Academic staff of SAFT attended a
workshop on Science and Technology
in Papua New Guinea late this

month.
Acting Head of School for SAFT Mr David

Hunter and Senior Lecturer Dr Sonny Lameta
were joined later on by the Director IRETA in this
workshop coordinated by PNG’s University of
Natural Resources and Environment with sup-
port from the Technical Centre for Agricultural
and Rural Cooperation (CTA).

The workshop resulted from a delibera-
tions  on the significant contribution of innova-
tions to improve a nation’s growth, prosperity
and a quality life for the people.  “Diversifica-
tion and industrialization of Pacific economies
will increasingly depend on the ability to pro-
duce more innovators and inventors who can
create and apply the knowledge to continuously
improve agricultural productivity, products,
processes and innovation systems while ensur-
ing ecosystem sustainability” .

However this workshop founded  its  overall  objective  on the need to build a cadre of scientists who are
well connected to other stakeholders to advance teaching, research, and innovation in agriculture. It is specifically
focussed to identify potential opportunities for research and innovation in Pacific agriculture and build on suc-
cessful initiatives.

This workshop also reflected the strong collaborations between CTA, NARI ( National Agricultural Research
Institute –PNG), UOV ( University of Vudal) and USP (The University of the South Pacific ).

Participants of the Science for Impact: Building the Critical Mass
regional workshop. The photo is taken behind a traditionally decorated
gate made especially for this event
(Photo: M.Umar)

Agriculture Ministry of Fiji is highly
committed towards reducing imports
of assorted vegetables by encourag-

ing the local farmers to grow more by utilizing
the available land and support increasing agricul-
ture production.

About $300 -$350 million dollars of fruits
and vegetables are imported each year.

Figures released by the Ministry revealed
that last year Fiji imported 185,487 kilograms of
capsicum worth $703,860 which represented an
increase of 0.6 per cent from 184,350 kilograms
with the value of $728,517 imported in 2007.

Capsicum is one crop that has been intro-
duced to farmers to reduce reliance on imported
vegetables.A total of 50 project farmers are
successfully growing capsicum in about 12.5
acres of fertile land in the mountain
terrain.While some of them are harvesting the
crop, others will do so in a month’s time.

Fiji aims to reduce imported crops

A lady farmer in the village of Nadarivatu with Ministry of Primary

Industry Esira Senimasi on his visit to her capsicum plants

at her farm (Photo: Fiji MPI)

Innovations important for agriculture

Fiji Ministry of Primary Industries

IRETA Staff
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But there are all signs at Nadarivatu that we
are on the road to successfully growing capsicum
in the country and eventually reducing the
imports.According to the Locality Field Officer in
Nadarivatu Esira Senimasi, local farmers have
proven that with the support of the Ministry and
their determination and willingness they can
grow almost all types of vegetables including
capsicum.

“Farmers should not shy away from plant-
ing the assorted crops and only through their
hard work we can help reduce the imports of
millions of dollars of vegetables,” said Mr
Senimasi.

Mr Senimasi added that demand of locally
grown fresh produce is very high and so is the
potential for growing the crops like capsicum.

Fiji aims to reduce imported crops
..............from page 6

Vanilla flourishes in Uluilakeba’s
orchard

A Lomaivuna vanilla farmer believes
that Fiji vanilla is world class com
pared to other countries’ vanilla.

49-year-old Uluilakeba Kabanaivalu, who
enjoys vanilla farming a lot, has developed a
special touch for this crop.

Just beside his house he has established an
orchard of vanilla at different stages of produc-
tion. Some of the vanilla plants are bearing
beans, some flowering and some ready for the
harvest.

“I approached an agriculture teacher of the
nearby school to teach me how to pollinate the
flowers,” said Mr Kabanaivalu.

“From that very small vine, I harvested
three kilos of vanilla and sold it for $20 per
kilogram which motivated me to explore this
crop further,” he said.

“I calculated that if I plant 340 vines and
each vine giving me a minimum of three kilo-
grams minimum plant,  imagine the sum I can
make from it, so I tried my level best to increase my pro-
duction,” he said.

He started his vanilla farm in 2006. By the end of 2008
the plants started flowering. Normally vanilla is ready for
harvest two to three years after planting.

Mr Kabanaivalu has planted planifolia variety with
close to 3000 already flowering and a further 200 will flower
next year.

“I started small with 40 vines at a spacing of 1.5m by
1.5m and as it grew I made more planting materials out of
them,” he added.

Although it is recommended to use wiriwiri plant as a
support plant for vanilla, he prefers to use vauleka plant.

“Vauleka plants can withstand strong winds
and they are short and easy to maintain for prun-
ing,” said Mr Kabanaivalu

Pollination is a very important activity which
should be done early in the morning as most of the
flowers are open so that the male and female
flowers can be easily hand pollinated.

According to Kabanaivalu his target is to
pollinate around 900 flowers a day and he keeps a
daily record of the number of flowers pollinated.

Mr Kabanaivalu prefers the organic way of
doing farming and he avoids the use of chemicals
and fertiliser.

Uluilakeba Kabanaivalu at his vanilla farm and pointing as the vanilla
beans (Photo: Fiji - MPI)

Fiji Ministry of Primary Industries



SPAN Vol 34, No. 4 November   2009SPAN Vol 34, No. 4 November   2009SPAN Vol 34, No. 4 November   2009SPAN Vol 34, No. 4 November   2009SPAN Vol 34, No. 4 November   2009 88888

He supplies his vanilla beans to Kokosiga and
Spices of Fiji Limited.He said that different
companies have different requirement for the
drying process.”Spice Fiji Limited prefers vanilla
which is dry enough to be easily twined around
the finger whereas Kokosiga prefers the one with
more moisture in it,” said Mr Kabanaivalu

“One thing good about planting vanilla is
that if managed and maintained properly the
plant can give flowers for up to 15 years,” he said.

Vanilla flourishes in Uluilakeba’s
orchard......from page 7

Uluilakeba  finds pollination of his vanilla plants as his
favourite first thing to do. But he believes pollination
is good to do in the morning when the flowers are
open and the weather is cool.
(Photo: Fiji - MPI)

Be serious about climate change and
food secuirty

The government, the community and all the
stakeholders must be serious about climate
change and its effects on food security. A

senior official said this when presenting a paper on
climate change and food security at the World Food
Day seminar at ECOM High School in Manus.

 David Posile, Officer-In-Charge of Environment
Management Unit with the Manus Provincial Govern-
ment said all stakeholders including the provincial
government, administration, relevant government
agencies, community, institutions and schools must
play their part in promoting food security and devis-
ing policies and strategies to combat the effects of
climate change.

He said mitigative and adaptative measures for
food security along with sustainable environmental
and economic programmes must be implemented for
the good of the people.

He said comprehensive research for information
and data on the effects of climate change on food
security was important to help in preparing effective
strategies. Mr Posile said besides rising population,
climate change was a major threat to food security in
Manus.

The destructive effects of climate change on
food security included seawater incursions and
inundation from rising sea level, with effects in sago
and swamp taro, and soil leaching at food gardens
from heavy rainfall.

The coastline is also being affected by erosion of
land used for fruit trees, coconuts, gardens and trees
providing shade on the sea due to rising sea level.

Effects at the sea is the warm temperature which

caused numerous situations including adverse effects on
breeding cycles of fish species and crustaceans, ocean
bleaching, disappearance of particular marine animal and
plant species, etc. Manus people have depended on the
sea for their livelihood and need to be informed to
understand the situation.

Mr Posile said the effects were traceable of two
major scenarios: climate change effects causing terrestrial
degradation, and climate change effects causing marine
degradation. These effects are destructive to natural
ecosystems and eventual loss of biosecurity on the land
and at sea “and they are real scenarios in Manus”, he said.

He said that loss of biodiversity meant loss of natural
ecosystem, loss of natural food resources, food supply
decreasing or lost and subsequent socio-economic
disorder emerging.

Mr Polise said destructive effects of climate change
on food sources include sago and taro where sea inunda-
tion and sea incursions had destroyed sago plantations,
thus causing socio-economic problems, early harvesting
of sago and higher prices at markets.

Taro gardens are affected by diseases and lessened
soil fertility from leaching of soil causes growth problems
in taro plants.

“The future of food security does not look good for
Manus and the nation,” Mr Polise said.

“Along with rising population, adverse effects of
climate change are bound to destroy our existing food
supply, our socio-economic structure and knowledge and
eventually life in totality.”

DIDINet
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Breadfruit and ivi in demand

Food Processors (Fiji) Limited (FPL) is
calling on the farmers to supply more
quality breadfruit and Ivi as the current

demand is sky-rocketing.
According to the Chief Executive Officer, Brij

Lal, they desperately need breadfruit and Ivi for
the export market.

“We need breadfruit and Ivi for immediate
processing and shipment to our export market,”
said Mr Lal.

The company is also willing to pay above
market prices for these commodities.

Breadfruit is common and plenty in some
islands of the region. The ivi is the Fijian term for
the inocarpus edulis which is also known as ifi in
Tonga and Samoa.

For further information those interested can
liaise with the Food Processors in regards to
quality, quantity and price of the commodities
required for export. FPL says that the suppliers
should contact the company (FPL) first before bringing in the produce to the factory in Vatuwaqa.

Supply Chain Manager, Rajesh Sami could be contacted on 3385322 or mobile 9958313 for further information.

The fruit of the ifi or ivi (Photo:Plants of Tonga webpage)

Regional efforts to strengten
agriculture and foestry

The Pacific Agricultural and Forestry Policy
Network (PAFPNet) had once again come
together as part of their commitment to the

improvement of agricultural and forestry activities.
The Pacific Agricultural and Forestry Policy Network

(PAFPNet) aims to facilitate communication, information
dissemination, capacity building and enhance awareness on
issues related to agriculture and forestry policy.

These efforts are intended to contribute to the devel-
opment and implementation of sound policies, plans and
decisions in the countries and the region.

 The network comprises policy officials and represen-
tatives from regional and international organisations and
recognises NGOs, the private sector, civil society and local
community groups as important players in determining
policy direction and action, and their involvement is pro-
moted.

CTA, the Technical Center for Agricultural and Rural
Cooperation based in the Netherlands provides support for
the network and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community/
Land Resources Division acts as the secretariat supported by
a Core Group of members.

The Core Group members are as follows; SPC/LRD, the
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program
(SPREP), Foundation of the People of the South Pacific
International (FSPI), PNG National Agricultural Research
Institute (NARI), CTA, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

(PIFS), South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commis-
sion (SOPAC), University of the South Pacific (USP)
and the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

Members are kept up to date with network
activities via an electronic mailing list.

A PAFPNet membership study conducted in
2008 recommended a number of priorities for the
network. This is the second meeting of network
members and the meetings objectives are to

· Develop PAFPNet priorities, objectives and
identify key network activities to 2012

· Assess resource requirements and develop
resource mobilisation strategy

· Strengthen network by identifying new
members and institutions for improved partner-
ships

· Provide policy development capacity
training in response to specific identified needs

At the end of the meeting it is expected  to
develop clear guidelines based on member priori-
ties as to where the network should focus its
limited resources.

Fiji Ministry of Primary Industries
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PNG researchers trained on
statistical tests

Agricultural researchers in PNG ought to
understand and correctly use the
different statistical tests when

analysing data from experimental trials and sur-
veys, said NARI Biometrician Abner Yalu. He told
participants at a biometrics workshop at Keravat in
East New Britain that the knowledge and correct
use of these tests are paramount for sound conclu-
sions as research conclusions based on statistical
evidence gain credibility in the scientific world.
”This is very important for supporting research
conclusions and allowing other scientists to read,
understand and repeat similar investigations to test
conclusions.”

DIDINet

The workshop was on understanding and using correct
statistical tests in agricultural research. It was conducted at
NARI’s Lowlands Agricultural Experiment Station at Keravat
from June 24-26, attracting 17 participants from agricultural
organisations in the Islands region - the Vudal University,
Cocoa Coconut Institute (CCI), Oil Palm Research Associa-
tion, New Britain Palm Oil Limited and NARI.

The objective of the workshop was to introduce basic
understanding of fundamental principles in sampling
strategies, experimental designs, and levels of measure-
ment in research. It was also on how to choose between
parametric and non-parametric statistical tests and when
and where to apply them correctly.

The ruins of volcanic dust

After 15 years, Volcano Rabaul continues
to be active. Volcano Rabaul began to
erupt in 1994 and the pictures show how

it is as of today.
These pictures were recently taken late this

month during a visit by participants of the regional
workshop on science for impact - building the
critical mass.

Rabaul Volcano  is located on the north east-
ern end of East New Britain province, and is the
eastern most volcano in the Bismarck archipelago.

The volcanic smoke covers the whole area all
the time and has caused great damage to plants and
vegetation.

But the ash from the volcano has turned into
soil that is believed to be of good quality for
planting.

The area covered with this soil as shown in the
picture was inhabitated before the volcano
erupted.But no one lives there now.

This soil as a result of the volcano has cleared out all
the trees and vegetation that once was the food supply for
this part of Rabaul.

The picture below shows the effect of the volcano
smoke and ash on coconuts, bananas and other plants
despite being quite distant from the volcano.

Photos ( M.Umar)
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Fiji’s Agriculture Ministry has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with Korea based company MBI Logis-

tics to enhance agriculture development in Fiji.
The company MBI Logistics is keen to invest

in capital development in the development
projects in Fiji principally in agriculture, fisheries
and livestock, mineral water development , retail
and trading business, and recruitment of labour
in the quarry and mining sector.

Minister for Primary Industries, Joketani
Cokanasiga, said the Ministry is committed
towards capturing the spirit of the company’s
mission.

“This is a big opportunity for Fiji and it will
open market access as well as bring about devel-
opments in the rural sector,” said Mr Cokanasiga.

Fiji signs on new agricultural
investment

Leaving SAFT after years of service

The  School of
Agriculture and
Food Technology

farewelled three Senior Lecturers
with an evening function late this
month.

Dr. Jagdish Bhati, Dr Mohammed
Eaqub and Dr Wali Ullah are foreign
lecturers who made Samoa their
home due to their passion to teach
agriculture.

In terms of agriculture develop-
ment through education, these men
according to Senior Staff President
Aaron Kama, have significantly
contributed  over the years in educat-
ing and preparing our young men
and women from around the region

Back Row - Sonny Lameta, David Hunter, Jagdish Bhati, Falaniko Amosa
Front Row - Wali Ullah, Adama Ebenebe, Aaron Kama, Daya Perera, Mohammed
Eaqub, Riteta Laulala, Mareko Tofinga (Sitting) Ken Lameta (Photo: A.Ebenebe)

with the knowledge and skills on agriculture.
Dr Jagdish Bhati is one of the Senior Lecturers in

Agricultural Economics. Dr Mohammed Eaqub was a
Senior Lecturer in Soil Science . Dr Wali Ullah is a Senior
Lecturer in Agricultural Engineering.

For these Lecturers Samoa has been their home for
the many years they spent here. They have made many
friends and have enjoyed being part of the School of
Agriculture and Food Technology.

Alafua Campus wishes them the best in their
future endeavours.

M. Eaqub, P Singh and J Bhati ( Photo: C.Akira)

IRETA Staff

Fiji - MPI



South Pacific Agricultural News
 The University of the South Pacific-Institute for Research, Extension and

Training in Agriculture
        Ph: (685) 21671 Fax: (685) 22347 Email:uspireta@samoa.usp.ac.fj

Produced and Printed by IRETA Publications & Printery
USP- Alafua Campus

Interested writers for JOSPA welcome
Researchers and scientists from the region and other parts of the

world are invited to publish with
IRETA’s Journal for South Pacific Agriculture

relevant research activities on agriculture
For more information write to:

uspireta@samoa.usp.ac.fj

Interested contributors and recipients for SPAN
IRETA invites writers to contribute agricultural development

stories from around the region to publish in SPAN’s monthly issues
Interested recipients are invited to write to

uspireta@samoa.usp.ac.fj
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The chief executive officer of MBI Logistics Mr.
Park, Sang-Jun is looking forward to work closely with
the government of Fiji Islands and appreciated Fiji’s
kind consideration for the initiative.

Meanwhile the company also visited a noni
(Morinda citrifolia) project of Kahuna Herbal Products
in Labasa and was impressed with the production and
the amount of space at the disposal and the organic
environment within which it operates.

MBI Logistics is willing to market noni juice and
noni honey in all parts of Asia, the Middle East and
parts of Europe.

The company signed a MOU with the Kahuna
Herbal Products for the sole distributorship of noni in
Asia.

The company will be also exploring other
opportunities especially in the marine based re-
sources like seaweed.

Fiji signs on new agricultural
investment...from  page 11

Honorable Minister of Primary Industry Joketani Cokanasiga with
members of the MBI Logistic company (Photos:Fiji- MPI)

Christmas Messages
With Christmas around the corner, SPAN is offering to be an avenue for Xmas messages

Our stakeholders are invited to publish Xmas Messages in our December 2009 Issue
Send your message to:

uspireta@samoa.usp.ac.fj


