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HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA
Speech To 1982 Hawaii County Democratic Party Convention 

May i , 1982

Thank you very much. I am both pleased and honored to 

BE WITH YOU HERE TODAY. I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS WITH YOU ON THE FUTURE OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

Party, for I am convinced that is where the future of this 

COUNTRY LIES...WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

The FIRST THING I WANT TO DO TODAY IS TO RESPOND TO THE 

QUESTION: 'WHERE IS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY NOW?' AND, 'WHERE

ARE WE GOING?' THE REAL QUESTION IS: DO WE HAVE A FUTURE?

When I try to answer the first question, words written 

by Charles Dickens run through my mind. I’m sure that many of 

YOU WILL RECOGNIZE PART OF THE OPENING PARAGRAPH OF DICKENS' 

book A__Tale of Two Cities. Wrote Dickens: 'It was the best 

OF TIMES AND IT WAS THE WORST OF TIMES." WELL, THAT IS PRECISELY 

WHERE WE ARE NOW.

It is the worst of times because, for the first TIME SINCE 

the Great Depression, our economy is in perilous condition. 

Current economic conditions are simply choking off economic 

OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR NATION'S PEOPLE. OUR GROSS NATIONAL 

PRODUCT CONTINUES TO SHRINK AT A RATE OF FIVE PERCENT ANNUALLY. 

Unemployment has reached a post-World War II high—nearly io 

million Americans are jobless. Half that many people can 

ONLY FIND PART TIME WORK, WHERE ONCE THEY WERE FULLY EMPLOYED. 

American agriculture is in a depression, with farm income at

ITS LOWEST LEVEL IN NEARLY FIFTY YEARS.



While there are some who point to the decline in the 

INFLATION RATE AS A SIGN THAT ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS JUST AROUND 

THE CORNER, IT IS CLEAR THAT INFLATION HAS COME DOWN BECAUSE OF 

DEPRESSIONS IN OUR HOUSING, AUTO AND FARMING SECTORS. COUPLE 

THESE DEPRESSED MARKETS WITH A TEMPORARY OIL GLUT PRODUCED BY 

FALLING DEMAND FOR OIL DURING THE RECESSION AND YOU HAVE ECONOMIC 

CONDITIONS WHICH ARE JUST RIGHT...IF YOU WANT TO LIVE THROUGH 

another Great Depression.

Depression in industries which once were healthy is not 

THE ONLY EFFECT OF OUR NEW FOUND TIGHT MONETARY POLICY. EVERYONE 

IN THIS ROOM TODAY HAS BEEN TOUCHED BY THE HAND OF FAILED 

ECONOMIC POLICY.

■ Small businesses, which provide so percent of the new 

JOBS IN OUR ECONOMY, ARE FAILING AT A RATE HIGHER THAN AT ANY 

TIME SINCE 1932. THOSE SMALL BUSINESSES WHICH HAVE MANAGED TO 

SURVIVE CANNOT AFFORD TO BORROW MONEY TO EXPAND...OR IN SOME 

CASES EVEN TO BREAK EVEN... BECAUSE OF THE ASTRONOMICALLY HIGH 

INTEREST RATES. A RECENT REPORT ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATION 

SAID THAT, IN FACT, SMALL BUSINESS WAS BEING CROWDED OUT OF 

BANK LENDING BY LARGE CORPORATIONS.

For the first time in recent history, young families 

SEARCHING FOR THEIR FIRST HOME OR CAR SIMPLY CANNOT SHARE IN 

THE FULL BENEFITS OF LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITIES. INTEREST RATES 

ARE SIMPLY TOO HIGH FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO MAKE PURCHASES WE 

ALWAYS TOOK FOR GRANTED.
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Parents, and young adults, who want to provide a better 

EDUCATION FOR THEMSELVES OR THEIR CHILDREN ARE PRICED RIGHT 

OUT OF THE COLLEGE MARKET, WITH NOWHERE TO TURN TO BORROW FUNDS.

OUR TECHNOLOGY BASE IS IN A STATE OF GRADUAL DECLINE; 

WE CAN NO LONGER COMPETE IN MAJOR INDUSTRIES WHERE ONCE WE 

WERE WORLD LEADERS.

For the first time in the history of this country, we 

ARE CONFRONTED WITH A POSSIBLE DEFICIT OF $180 BILLION FOR 

THIS YEAR.

The SAD FACT IS THAT WE LIVE IN VERY DISTURBING TIMES... 

TIMES WHERE IMPLICATIONS OF CHRONIC FINANCIAL INSTABILITY FOR 

US AND FOR OUR CHILDREN ARE INDEED FRIGHTENING. WERE I LIVING 

IN ANOTHER COUNTRY, I MIGHT THINK I WAS WATCHING THE COLLAPSE 

of the Roman Empire or the end of the Golden Age of Greece. 

That is why I see these times as the worst of times. These 

are times which deny the American people the opportunity which 

is synonymous with the American way of life.

Archibald MacLeish, a poet, once said: ’America is 

promises.* For generation after generation—for my parents, and 

MOST LIKELY FOR YOURS—OUR NATION HAS BEEN A LAND OF FULFULLED 

PROMISES. Our goals have been reached and then raised again, 

AS OUR MATERIAL WEALTH HAS DOUBLED FOR ALMOST EVERY GENERATION. 

Our material wealth has grown not because our nation promised 

its people material wealth, but because it promised its people 

OPPORTUNITY.
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THE QUESTION FACING US TODAY IS: ’HOW DO WE PRESERVE 

THAT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE GENERATION THAT WILL FOLLOW US?' 

'HOW DO WE BUILD A SOUND BASIS FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH AND STABILITY 

SO THAT WE REMAIN INTERNATIONALLY COMPETITIVE, AND OUR PEOPLE 

PRODUCTIVELY EMPLOYED?

A STABLE AND GROWING ECONOMY IS THE FIRST KEY INGREDIENT 

IN PRESERVING THE PROMISE OF OUR NATION.

THE SECOND KEY INGREDIENT IS TO TRANSLATE THE CONCEPT OF 

FAIRNESS INTO THE BUDGET. THAT QUESTION BECOMES: 'WHAT SHOULD 

GOVERNMENT DO AND WHO SHOULD GOVERNMENT HELP? HOW CAN WE 

INCREASE THE GOVERNMENT'S ABILITY TO DELIVER ESSENTIAL SERVICES 

IN THE MOST EFFICIENT AND LEAST COSTLY FASHION?'

At STAKE ARE THE BASIC FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT: TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE OF THIS NATION; TO TAKE CARE OF OUR 

AGED POPULATION; TO ASSURE ADEQUATE PRODUCTION OF FOOD; TO 

EXPLORE AND UTILIZE SPACE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE; TO 

BUILD TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS AND THE INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

NEEDED TO MOVE GOODS AND SERVICES AND TO SUPPORT COMMERCE. 

The fact THAT the government has traditionally PERFORMED THESE 

FUNCTIONS WELL HAS MADE US THE GREATEST AND STRONGEST NATION 

on earth. And, the fact is that many people in Washington, 

both Republicans and Democrats, are now in the process of 

ARGUING THESE VERY ISSUES.

The current debate on the budget is not a simple debate 

on whether or not we must balance our budget. That question, 

HAS IN LARGE PART BEEN RESOLVED.
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There is a general consensus of opinion in Washington, 

THAT, UNLESS WE BALANCE OUR FEDERAL BUDGET, WE ARE HEADING FOR 

ECONOMIC DISASTER. THE CURRENT DEBATE IN WASHINGTON, ALTHOUGH 

IT IS DISGUISED IN HEARTY ECONOMIC TERMS, IS A DEBATE OVER OUR 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES. THE BUDGET REPRESENTS, ALTHOUGH IN A 

SOMEWHAT CONFUSING FORM, OUR NATIONAL COMMITMENTS AND PRIORITIES. 

A CHANGE IN THOSE COMMITMENTS REPRESENTS A CHANGE IN THE ESSENCE 

OF OUR NATION.

TO DATE, THERE HAS BEEN MUCH SQUABBLING BETWEEN THE 

Republican and Democratic parties, each pointing the finger 

AT THE OTHER...EACH ACCUSING THE OTHER OF WILLFULLY SABOTAGING 

THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION.

■ These are very distressing times to be in the nation's 

Capital, for the major issues of rebuilding America and making 

MAJOR SHIFTS IN POLICY FOR THE BENEFIT OF GENERATIONS OF 

Americans to come have largely been obscured by partisan politics 

This is why I also say that we live in the best of times, 

FOR THESE ARE TIMES OF DIRE ADVERSITY. ..AND DIRE ADVERSITY IS 

EXACTLY WHERE YOU FIND THE GREATEST OF OPPORTUNITIES.

IT IS CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT OUR WAY OF MAKING ECONOMIC POLICY 

OF YEARS PAST DOES LITTLE TO MEET THE CHALLENGES WE NOW FACE. 

It is crystal clear that we have not yet begun our period of 

PROMISED ECONOMIC RECOVERY. IT IS CRYSTAL CLEAR TO ME THAT 

THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO BEGIN SETTING A NATIONAL AGENDA 

FOR THE 19805 AND 1990S.
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This, then, is the challenge put before the Democratic 

party. The time has come for the Democratic party to develop 

a long-term plan for the future of our nation. If we can't do 

IT, NO ONE CAN. As FAR AS I CAN TELL, THE REPUBLICANS HAVE 

TRIED AND HAVE FAILED. THE OPPORTUNITY IS OURS FOR THE TAKING.

AS YOU MEET HERE TODAY, YOU MUST BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT THAT 

AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE. YOU MUST BEGIN TO DRAW UP A PLAN, 

ON THE LOCAL LEVEL, FOR HAWAII COUNTY FOR THE 805, JUST AS YOU 

MUST PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF THIS ENTIRE STATE IN THE YEARS TO COME.

ON a LOCAL LEVEL, YOU MUST ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS; HOW DO 

WE PRESERVE JUSTICE; HOW DO WE PRESERVE OPPORTUNITY; AND, HOW 

DO WE PRESERVE OURSELVES, AS A COMMUNITY, AS A STATE AND AS A 

nation? These are the questions the Democratic party must 

answer. It is not enough to simply respond to the failures of 

the Republican party, with no firm and well-planned alternatives.

I FOR ONE, AM CONFIDENT THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THIS 

COUNTY IS FULLY CAPABLE OF RISING TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE.

I AM ALSO CONFIDENT THAT OUR STATE PARTY CAN DO THE SAME. THE 

REAL QUESTION WILL BE WHETHER OR NOT, AS A NATIONAL GROUP, THE 

entire Democratic party can show the same kind of lucidity 

SHOWN SO VERY OFTEN BY HAWAII'S DEMOCRATS.

We must work together to build a future for this nation 

WORTHY OF ITS PAST, FOR IF WE DO NOT WORK TOGETHER, IN THE WORDS 

of Benjamin Franklin, 'Assuredly, we will all hang separately.'

These are difficult times and these are dangerous times.
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They are the worst of times and they are the best of times... 

FOR THEY OFFER US OPPORTUNITY. THE TEST THAT WE FACE TODAY 

IS NO MORE DIFFICULT OR DANGEROUS THAN ANY TEST WE HAVE FACED 

BEFORE.

The test we are facing is best found in the words of 

the English writer, Thomas Huxley, who visited our country more 

THAN 100 YEARS AGO AND WROTE:

* I CANNOT SAY THAT I AM IN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE IMPRESSED 

BY YOUR BIGNESS AND YOUR MATERIAL RESOURCES AS SUCH. SIZE 

IS NOT GRANDEUR AND TERRITORY DOES NOT MAKE A NATION. THE 

GREAT ISSUE ABOUT WHICH HANGS THE TERROR OF OVERHANGING FATE 

IS: What are you going to do with all these things?’

Build a better America, would be my answer.

Thank you very much.



PREAMBLE

HAWAII DEMOCRATIC PARTY

1982 PLATFORM COMMITTEE REPORT

We, the Democratic Party of the County of Hawaii, condemn the 
Reagan Administration for forging implements of war, using 
MONEY OUR PEOPLE NEED FOR FOOD, HEALTH AND SHELTER. WE 

CONDEMN AN ECONOMIC POLICY WHICH LEADS TO ECONOMIC RUIN AND 

NUCLEAR WAR - WE MUST UNITE TO SAVE NOT ONLY THE REPUBLIC, 

BUT LIFE ON THIS PLANT AS WE KNOW IT - WE MUST UNITE, AS 

WE HAVE IN THE PAST, TO REMOVE FROM OFFICE ALL WHO OPPRESS 

us. We shall unite, we shall persevere, we shall overcome. 
Our Democratic history demands it, our Democratic spirit 
COMMANDS IT.
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Thank you very much. I am both pleased and honored to 

BE WITH YOU HERE TODAY. I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS WITH YOU ON THE FUTURE OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

Party, for I am convinced that is where the future of this 

COUNTRY LIES...WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

The first thing I want to do today is to respond to the 

QUESTION: 'WHERE IS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY NOW?* AND, 'WHERE

ARE WE GOING?' THE REAL QUESTION IS: DO WE HAVE A FUTURE?

When I try to answer the first question, words written 

by Charles Dickens run through my mind. I'm sure that many of 

YOU WILL RECOGNIZE PART OF THE OPENING PARAGRAPH OF DICKENS' 

book A Tale of Two Cities. Wrote Dickens: 'It was the best 

OF TIMES AND IT WAS THE WORST OF TIMES.' WELL, THAT IS PRECISELY 

WHERE WE ARE NOW.

It is the worst of times because, for the first time since 

the Great Depression, our economy is in perilous condition. 

Current economic conditions are simply choking off economic 

opportunity for our nation's people. Our gross national 

PRODUCT CONTINUES TO SHRINK AT A RATE OF FIVE PERCENT ANNUALLY. 

Unemployment has reached a post-World War II high—nearly io 

million Americans are jobless. Half that many people can 

ONLY FIND PART TIME WORK, WHERE ONCE THEY WERE FULLY EMPLOYED. 

American agriculture is in a depression, with farm income at

ITS lowest level in nearly fifty years.



While there are some who point to the decline in the 

INFLATION RATE AS A SIGN THAT ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS JUST AROUND 

THE CORNER, IT IS CLEAR THAT INFLATION HAS COME DOWN BECAUSE OF 

DEPRESSIONS IN OUR HOUSING, AUTO AND FARMING SECTORS. COUPLE 

THESE DEPRESSED MARKETS WITH A TEMPORARY OIL GLUT PRODUCED BY 

FALLING DEMAND FOR OIL DURING THE RECESSION AND YOU HAVE ECONOMIC 

CONDITIONS WHICH ARE JUST RIGHT...IF YOU WANT TO LIVE THROUGH 

another Great Depression.

Depression in industries which once were healthy is not 

THE ONLY EFFECT OF OUR NEW FOUND TIGHT MONETARY POLICY. EVERYONE 

IN THIS ROOM TODAY HAS BEEN TOUCHED BY THE HAND OF FAILED 

ECONOMIC POLICY.

Small businesses, which provide so percent of the new 

JOBS IN OUR ECONOMY, ARE FAILING AT A RATE HIGHER THAN AT ANY 

TIME SINCE 1932. THOSE SMALL BUSINESSES WHICH HAVE MANAGED TO 

SURVIVE CANNOT AFFORD TO BORROW MONEY TO EXPAND...OR IN SOME 

CASES EVEN TO BREAK EVEN ... BECAUSE OF THE ASTRONOMICALLY HIGH 

INTEREST RATES. A RECENT REPORT ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATION 

SAID THAT, IN FACT, SMALL BUSINESS WAS BEING CROWDED OUT OF 

BANK LENDING BY LARGE CORPORATIONS.

For the first time in recent history, young families 

SEARCHING FOR THEIR FIRST HOME OR CAR SIMPLY CANNOT SHARE IN 

THE FULL BENEFITS OF LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITIES. INTEREST RATES 

ARE SIMPLY TOO HIGH FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO MAKE PURCHASES WE 

ALWAYS TOOK FOR GRANTED.
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Parents, and young adults, who want to provide a better 

EDUCATION FOR THEMSELVES OR THEIR CHILDREN ARE PRICED RIGHT 

OUT OF THE COLLEGE MARKET, WITH NOWHERE TO TURN TO BORROW FUNDS.

Our TECHNOLOGY BASE IS IN a STATE OF GRADUAL DECLINE; 

WE CAN NO LONGER COMPETE IN MAJOR INDUSTRIES WHERE ONCE WE 

WERE WORLD LEADERS.

For the first time in the history of this country, we 

ARE CONFRONTED WITH A POSSIBLE DEFICIT OF $180 BILLION FOR 

THIS YEAR.

The sad fact is that we live in very disturbing times... 

TIMES WHERE IMPLICATIONS OF CHRONIC FINANCIAL INSTABILITY FOR 

US AND FOR OUR CHILDREN ARE INDEED FRIGHTENING. WERE I LIVING 

IN ANOTHER COUNTRY, I MIGHT THINK I WAS WATCHING THE COLLAPSE 

of the Roman Empire or the end of the Golden Age of Greece. 

That is why I see these times as the worst of times. These 

ARE TIMES WHICH DENY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THE OPPORTUNITY WHICH 

IS SYNONYMOUS WITH THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE.

Archibald MacLeish, a poet, once said: 'America is 

PROMISES.' For GENERATION AFTER GENERATION---- FOR MY PARENTS, AND 

MOST LIKELY FOR YOURS—OUR NATION HAS BEEN A LAND OF FULFULLED 

PROMISES. Our goals have been reached and then raised again, 

AS OUR MATERIAL WEALTH HAS DOUBLED FOR ALMOST EVERY GENERATION. 

Our material wealth has grown not because our nation promised 

ITS PEOPLE MATERIAL WEALTH, BUT BECAUSE IT PROMISED ITS PEOPLE 

OPPORTUNITY.
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The question facing us today is: 'How do we preserve

THAT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE GENERATION THAT WILL FOLLOW US?' 

'HOW DO WE BUILD A SOUND BASIS FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH AND STABILITY 

SO THAT WE REMAIN INTERNATIONALLY COMPETITIVE, AND OUR PEOPLE 

PRODUCTIVELY EMPLOYED?

A STABLE AND GROWING ECONOMY IS THE FIRST KEY INGREDIENT 

IN PRESERVING THE PROMISE OF OUR NATION.

THE SECOND KEY INGREDIENT IS TO TRANSLATE THE CONCEPT OF 

FAIRNESS INTO THE BUDGET. THAT QUESTION BECOMES: 'WHAT SHOULD 

GOVERNMENT DO AND WHO SHOULD GOVERNMENT HELP? HOW CAN WE 

INCREASE THE GOVERNMENT'S ABILITY TO DELIVER ESSENTIAL SERVICES 

IN THE MOST EFFICIENT AND LEAST COSTLY FASHION?'

AT STAKE ARE THE BASIC FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT: TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE OF THIS NATION; TO TAKE CARE OF OUR 

AGED POPULATION; TO ASSURE ADEQUATE PRODUCTION OF FOOD; TO 

EXPLORE AND UTILIZE SPACE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE; TO 

BUILD TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS AND THE INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

NEEDED TO MOVE GOODS AND SERVICES AND TO SUPPORT COMMERCE.

The fact that the government has traditionally PERFORMED THESE 

FUNCTIONS WELL HAS MADE US THE GREATEST AND STRONGEST NATION 

on earth. And, the fact is that many people in Washington, 

both Republicans and Democrats, are now in the process of 

arguing these very issues.

The current debate on the budget is not a simple debate 

on whether or not we must balance our budget. That question, 

HAS IN LARGE PART BEEN RESOLVED.
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There is a general consensus of opinion in Washington, 

THAT, UNLESS WE BALANCE OUR FEDERAL BUDGET, WE ARE HEADING FOR 

ECONOMIC DISASTER. THE CURRENT DEBATE IN WASHINGTON, ALTHOUGH 

IT IS DISGUISED IN HEARTY ECONOMIC TERMS, IS A DEBATE OVER OUR 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES. THE BUDGET REPRESENTS, ALTHOUGH IN A 

SOMEWHAT CONFUSING FORM, OUR NATIONAL COMMITMENTS AND PRIORITIES. 

A CHANGE IN THOSE COMMITMENTS REPRESENTS A CHANGE IN THE ESSENCE 

OF OUR NATION.

TO DATE, THERE HAS BEEN MUCH SQUABBLING BETWEEN THE 

Republican and Democratic parties, each pointing the finger 

AT THE OTHER...EACH ACCUSING THE OTHER OF WILLFULLY SABOTAGING 

THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION.

These are very distressing times to be in the nation's 

Capital, for the major issues of rebuilding America and making 

MAJOR SHIFTS IN POLICY FOR THE BENEFIT OF GENERATIONS OF 

Americans to come have largely been obscured by partisan politics

This is why I also say that we live in the best of times, 

FOR THESE ARE TIMES OF DIRE ADVERSITY...AND DIRE ADVERSITY IS 

EXACTLY WHERE YOU FIND THE GREATEST OF OPPORTUNITIES.

IT IS CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT OUR WAY OF MAKING ECONOMIC POLICY 

OF YEARS PAST DOES LITTLE TO MEET THE CHALLENGES WE NOW FACE. 

It is crystal clear that we have not yet begun our period of 

PROMISED ECONOMIC RECOVERY. IT IS CRYSTAL CLEAR TO ME THAT 

THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO BEGIN SETTING A NATIONAL AGENDA

FOR THE 1980S AND 1990S.



This, then, is the challenge put before the Democratic 

party. The time has come for the Democratic party to develop 

A LONG-TERM PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION. IF WE CAN'T DO 

IT, NO ONE CAN. As FAR AS I CAN TELL, THE REPUBLICANS HAVE 

TRIED AND HAVE FAILED. THE OPPORTUNITY IS OURS FOR THE TAKING.

AS YOU MEET HERE TODAY, YOU MUST BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT THAT 

AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE. YOU MUST BEGIN TO DRAW UP A PLAN, 

ON THE LOCAL LEVEL, FOR HAWAII COUNTY FOR THE 80S, JUST AS YOU 

MUST PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF THIS ENTIRE STATE IN THE YEARS TO COME.

ON A LOCAL LEVEL, YOU MUST ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS; HOW DO 

WE PRESERVE JUSTICE; HOW DO WE PRESERVE OPPORTUNITY; AND, HOW 

DO WE PRESERVE OURSELVES, AS A COMMUNITY, AS A STATE AND AS A 

nation? These are the questions the Democratic party must 

answer. It is not enough to simply respond to the failures of 

the Republican party, with no firm and well-planned alternatives.

I FOR ONE, AM CONFIDENT THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THIS 

COUNTY IS FULLY CAPABLE OF RISING TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE.

I AM ALSO CONFIDENT THAT OUR STATE PARTY CAN DO THE SAME. THE 

REAL QUESTION WILL BE WHETHER OR NOT, AS A NATIONAL GROUP, THE 

entire Democratic party can show the same kind of lucidity 

SHOWN SO VERY OFTEN BY HAWAII'S DEMOCRATS.

We must work together to build a future for this nation 

WORTHY OF ITS PAST, FOR IF WE DO NOT WORK TOGETHER, IN THE WORDS 

of Benjamin Franklin, 'Assuredly, we will all hang separately.'

These are difficult times and these are dangerous times.
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They are the worst of times and they are the best of times... 

FOR THEY OFFER US OPPORTUNITY. THE TEST THAT WE FACE TODAY 

IS NO MORE DIFFICULT OR DANGEROUS THAN ANY TEST WE HAVE FACED 

BEFORE.

The test we are facing is best found in the words of 

the English writer, Thomas Huxley, who visited our country more 

THAN 100 YEARS AGO AND WROTE;

* I CANNOT SAY THAT I AM IN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE IMPRESSED 

BY YOUR BIGNESS AND YOUR MATERIAL RESOURCES AS SUCH. SIZE 

IS NOT GRANDEUR AND TERRITORY DOES NOT MAKE A NATION. THE 

GREAT ISSUE ABOUT WHICH HANGS THE TERROR OF OVERHANGING FATE 

is: What are you going to do with all these things?'

Build a better America, would be my answer.

Thank you very much.
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