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The policy pertaining to persons of Japanese ancestry
recommended for detention as now in effect is indicated below.
Reference radio WAR 64423, 6th April 1945

Instructions to the guards at centers are that indi-
viduals who have been recommended for detention and who have
been relocated by War Relocation Authority who return to
relocation centers on visits are not detained longer than
the necessary time to interview them, conduct the review
which is required by the agreement between the departments
and to serve exclusion orders.

It has recently been found that certain WRA authori-
ties appear to fail to realize that at present the entire
responsibility for detention and exclusion rests with the
military authorities. This_has resulted in erroneous, action
which was undoubtedly unintentional but which might result
in embarrassment and possible serious danger.

For example, at one center an individual who had

already been served an exclusion order was given a permit
j by WRA uo leave the center and go to Los Angeles for resi-
\ dence, the permit being issued in the name of an Individual
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which differed only by one letter from that of the correct
name of the Japanese American concerned.

At another relocation center, an individual on the
detention list requested permission to visit his sick grand-
father in another relocation center. This permission was
isfused by the Commanding General Western Defense Command.
Notwithstanding this refusal the Director of the War Reloca-
tion Authority directed the center director to permit the
ran to leave. A permit was issued by the project director
.and the man allowed to depart without any escort whatsoever.

While the military police officer is the one who is
solely responsible, | hope that WRA will refrain from issu-
ing instructions which will result in refusal by 2P officers
to permit compliance with instructions of director WRA

The previous policy which permits detainees previous-
ly located to visit centers an! to depart will be coat!v»l.
Howo/er, it is requested that the attention of the War
bocation Authority be invited to the fact that the entire
responsibility for determining whether or not an individual
fjhall be permitted to depart is one resting with the military
authorities.

In the great majority of cases Military Police com
manders and project directors are working in harmony and
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instructions have been issued what they shall continue to do
everything possible to facilitate the task of the project
directors and the War Relocation Authority subject to their
responsibility that individuals who are dangerous to the
military security shall not be permitted to depart*

End

ACTION: Mr. McCloy
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