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Congress of the Anited States
TWashington, BL 20515

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young, Chairman
Committee on Appropriations

H218 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Our National system of Land Grant Universities and U.S. Department of Agriculture -
Agricultural Research Service laboratories make up the backbone of the world’s most
productive and effective research, extension and education system. Through federal, state
and local support, this 137-year-old system has continually provided the link among new
science, technological development and information dissemination that directly meets the
needs and interests of all of our constituents.

The system builds a strong, globally competitive U.S. agricultural system. This dynamic
system evaluates environmental impacts on new concepts in production. It protects the
health of the nation by producing the world’s most nutritious, affordable, diverse, and safe
food supply. It builds the capacity of the nation to access new information and to educate
the coming generation of agricultural scientists, producers, and community leaders.

Progress made in last year’s agricultural appropriations bill builds on the research, extension
and education foundation. However, global problems dictate an immediate and urgent need
for new, integrated, problem solving projects and programs. Science-based knowledge is
essential for our farmers and ranchers to maintain and advance their position in the global
agricultural economy. Research, extension, and education are crucial tools for the survival
of farm and ranch families.

Agricultural research, extension and education are the seed corn for the future of American
agriculture. For example, biotechnology risk assessment programs provide tools for farmers
to target other markets, validate safety and lead to the production of higher quality, safer
products. With the current challenges in the area of risk management, research in
biotechnology and other areas has the potential to provide solutions by building risk
management into the seed itself.

We must continually strengthen the ability of farmers and ranchers to adapt to a constantly
changing global marketplace. Current federal assistance will have little lasting benefit if it
does not provide research-based education to farmers, ranchers and their families to help
them manage the risks inherent in operating an agricultural business in a global market
economy.

As we proceed with the annual debate on budgetary priorities, we strongly encourage you to
support increases in targeted investments in agricultural research, extension and education.
Only through these critical investments can Congress live up to its responsibility to provide
the means to address the challenging problems facing our country.

Identical letters are being sent to Ranking Member Obey, Chairman Skeen, and Ranking
Member Kaptur.

Sincerely,
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