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THE 100TH SHONE BRIGHT LIKE DIAMONDS AT THE 7STH ANNIVERSARY
BANQUET by JAYNE HIRATA

A crowd of nearly 300 attended the 100th Infantry
Battalion Veterans 75th Anniversary Banquet on
Sunday, July 23rd at the Pomaikai Ballrooms at Dole
Cannery, including the following seven 100th
Infantry Battalion WWII veterans: AKIYOSHI
KURIYAMA, JACK NAKAMURA, SONSEI
NAKAMURA, THOMAS NIKAIDO,
MASAHARU SAITO, KAZUTO SHIMIZU and
MORISO TERAOKA. We originally expected ten
100th veterans to join us but sadly, the family of
TADAO SEO informed us that he had passed away
and HIDENOBU HIYANE and YOROKU ITO
were unable to make it to the Banquet. (Photo below
of the veterans with 100th Descendant GOVERNOR
DAVID IGE).

managed to corral all of the veterans and the
100th/442d Reservists to take our traditional group
photo, this year with several of our attending VIPS
joining in the commemorative shots including
Senator DANIEL K. AKAKA, Japanese Consulate
General YASUSHI MISAWA, Keynote Speaker
DR. MITCHELL MAKI and 100th President
HARRY NAKAYAMA.

Our handsome and entertaining emcees, SGT
BRYCE KAINA and SGT JOSE VILLA, took the
stage right on the scheduled time to start the formal
program and as was to be expected of two military
men from the 100th/442d, kept things moving
smoothly for the entire three hours. This was not as

The Banquet kicked off with a lively Hospitality
Hour featuring the Taisho Koto Sakurakai trio which
included Able Chapter member ADELE
SUGAWARA CHING. They played a variety of
songs ranging from nostalgic Japanese favorites to
patriotic tunes to “Home on the Range”!

Speaking of “Home on the Range”, we somehow

easy or as effortless as it looked at Sgt Kaina was
still suffering from jet lag, having only returned from
a trip to the Pacific Northwest hours earlier. Their
fellow soldiers proudly presented the 100th colors.

Songstress SANDY TSUKIYAMA (the
daughter of 442nd RCT veteran TED

Continued on page 3
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Our deepest sympathy

to their families, friends and ?ﬁs
fellow 100th veterans.
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GRAVE DECORATING VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Annually on the last Saturday in September, we
decorate the graves of our 100" Infantry Battalion
veterans. Volunteers are needed on the following
days:
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Friday, September 23 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm:
Help is needed at the Clubhouse to unwrap 1,200
anthurium bouquets.

Saturday, September 24 from 8:00 am: Help is
needed at the National Memorial of the Pacific at
Punchbowl to decorate over 1,000 graves of 100th
veterans. Wear a hat, sunscreen, comfortable walking
shoes, and bring a container to carry water to fill the
vases. This is a great opportunity for families to carry
on the 100th motto of “For Continuing Service”.
Individuals and groups are welcome. Volunteers are
also needed to decorate 100th graves at smaller
cemeteries in Kane ohe (115 graves), Diamond Head
(12 graves), Mililani (33 graves), and Nu'uanu (9
graves).

Leave a message at the clubhouse office if you can
help on Friday or at one of these smaller cemeteries.
No need to call if you can volunteer on Saturday at
Punchbowl. A very big mahalo to the generous
anonymous donor who is covering of the cost of 1,200
anthurium bouquets from Greenpoint Nursery in Hilo!

DOOMO ARIGATOO GOZAIMASU from
BEVERLY SHIROMA, 75th Anniversary Banquet
Committee Chairperson

Thank you for your support of our 75th
Anniversary Banquet. I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to each and every person who
made this event possible. If you had a great time at the
Banquet, it was primarily due to a handful of dedicated
descendants working tirelessly behind the scenes on
workdays, weekends and holidays to make this event a
special one. This is why I would first like to thank the
members of the Banquet Committee, most of whom
have been working with me since Day One: BERT
HAMAKADO, GARY HAYAKAWA, JAYNE
HIRATA, ANN KABASAWA, MARY ANN
KATAHARA-TANABE, SHELLEY SANTO,
ARLENE SATO and CLYDE SUGIMOTO.

Next I would like to thank all of the volunteers who
helped out in many ways prior to and on the day of the
Banquet. Their tasks ranged from folding the very
complicated diamond-shaped boxes for the favors,
checking in attendees and giving them leis, taking
photos, monitoring parking in the Dole Cannery
Garage, to playing important parts in the day’s
Program. Mahalo Nui Loa to REVEREND
YOSHIAKI FUJITANI, EDDIE HIRATA, SGT
BRYCE KAINA, MAJ. GEN. ROBERT LEE,
JOHN NAKAGAWA, LOIS NAKAGAWA, NEIL
NAKAYAMA, KAY OKIMOTO, TRISHA
OKIMOTO, DEE DEE SAITO, ADELE
SUGIWARA-CHING, MARY SUEDA, TERRY
TAKAKI, SENSEI YASUKO TAKEUCHI, DOT
TAMASHIRO, BETHLYN TANABE, PAT
THOMPSON, PATRICK TOYAMA, EVELYN
TSUDA, SANDY TSUKIYAMA and SGT JOSE
VILLA.

Thank you to the following generous donors for
their in-kind and monetary contributions: GENERAL
DAVID AND MRS. NORA BRAMLETT, WAYNE
FUJITA, Maj. Gen. Robert Lee, DONNA TAKEDA
and CENTRAL PACIFIC BANK, ANITA NIHEI,
EVELYN AND
RIKIO TSUDA.

mmmwa“ANK you

younger generatlon to
plan next year’s event.
Past year’s
information is
available at the
Clubhouse office.




75TH ANNIVERSARY
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TSUKIYAMA) beautifully sang the “National
Anthem” and “Hawaii Pono’i”. Even though like Sgt.
Kaina, Sandy was dealing with the after-effects of
long-distance travel (she had recently arrived home
from Brazil), she delivered a flawless performance.

MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT LEE introduced
the 100th veterans one-by-one for our traditional
“Roll Call of Veterans” which was followed by
President Nakayama’s short and sweet opening
remarks.

Sgts. Villa and Kaina (in the photo on the below)
introduced the many dignitaries attending the banquet
and MIS veteran REVEREND YOSHIAKI
FUJITANI gave the invocation.

As we all dug into our delicious lunches, we
enjoyed a fun-filled blast to the past with singing and
dancing by the Ebb Tides group which included JOY
TERAOKA (wife of DR. DENIS TERAOKA of
Dog Company).

Directors were introduced and the 100th veterans
joined them for the Cake Cutting Ceremony. Kazuto
Shimizu and President Nakayama deftly wielded the
shiny saber together to make the first slice into the
cake (with 100th/442d soldier around them just in
case!)

Next on the program was the keynote speech by
Dr. Maki who is the President and Chief Executive
Officer of the Go For
Broke National Education
Center. Dr. Maki
reminded the crowd that
had there not been a 100th
Infantry Battalion, there
would not have been a
442nd RCT, MIS, or any
other Japanese American
military unit. He also

impact that the
accomplishments of the
100th had on all Americans
in the struggle for equal rights, racial tolerance and
the enforcement of civil liberties.

Many in the crowd were brought to tears as Dr.
Maki told the story of a 100th veteran who was
denied a burial in a military cemetery because there
was protest against a “Jap” being laid to rest there.
Dr. Maki reminded us that we too must be vigilant,
like the men of the 100th, in fighting for what we
believe in and living our lives with pride, duty and
honor.

Following Dr. Maki’s inspiring and heartwarming
speech was a performance of Okinawan music by
Sensei GRANT “SANDAA” MURATA and

Continued on page 4

After lunch, the members of the Board of




IN APPRECIATION

Doomo Arigatoo Gozaimasu for
the following generous donations
which were received between
June 16 and July 15.

Anniversary Banquet Fund

$150 GENERAL DAVID AND
MRS. NORA
BRAMLETT

$100 ANITA NIHEI

$50 JAMES KUROIWA of
the Go For Broke
Association

$50 EVELYN AND RIKIO

TSUDA

MAJ. GEN. ROBERT

LEE

36 Alex the Collie toy dogs from
DONNA TAKEDA and
CENTRAL PACIFIC
BANK

250 100th Infantry Battalion logo
pens from WAYNE
FUJITA

$200

General Operating Fund

$100 HIROSHI NISHIMURA
of Hawaii Senior Life
Enrichment Association

Our sincere apologies if any
donations were
inadvertently
omitted. Please let
the Office know if
your donation was
not listed or if
there are any
corrections
needed. Mahalo!

75TH ANNIVERSARY
Continued from page 1

members of Afuso Ryu
Gensei Kai, Hawaii
Shibu and Afuso Ryu
Koren Ongaku Kenkyu |
Ohoichikai, USA. They FEs
were joined by a
surprise guest,
Okinawan dancer
DAZZMAN
TOGUCHI. For their
final song, many in the
crowd got on their feet to join Mr. Toguchi in the dance - including some
of the VIPS.

After the great Okinawan entertainment, President Nakayama
announced that EMI FURUYA, the granddaughter of 100th veteran
HIROO FURUYA (both of Hilo), was selected to receive the 100th
Infantry Battalion Veterans Scholarship. IBLO President WARREN
YAMAMOTO announced that the 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy
Organization Memorial Scholarship recipients were KIRA DOLAN and
ALEX YAMADA.

After President Nakayama’s closing remarks, the 100th/442d retired
the colors and attendees decided which lucky
three on the table would receive one of the
centerpieces (a “purple heart” anthurium
plant, a stuffed Alex the Collie CPB doll, or a
jar of Furikake Chex Mix). Even those who
didn’t win a centerpiece, took home a purple
gift box filled with delicious homemade
cookies baked by GRACE HAMADA of GH
Products and 100th pens donated by WAYNE |
FUJITA as well as a purple diamond full of
candy.

As the strains of the “One Puka Puka Marching Song” and “Hawaii
Aloha” played, everyone said their goodbyes and wondered where we’ll
meet next year for the 76th Anniversary Banquet.




HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS
by JANICE SAKODA

The last PPP, I had mentioned that ED IKUMA
was at the Maunalani Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center. Recently, DOT TAMASHIRO, ELSIE
OSHITA, my husband ED SAKODA and I went to
visit Ed. He was in great spirits and welcomed us
warmly. We had a very pleasant visit, including
talking about HQ matters. I quipped, “Mr. Ikuma, you
must be a very important person as HQ President,
Vice President, and the Secretary/Treasurer all came
to see you!” We had a good laugh. Although there
are other veterans at Maunalani, there are no other
men from the 100", So, if you’re a 100 veteran and
are thinking about a nursing home, please consider
Maunalani Nursing and Rehab.

GREEN THUMB CLUB by JANICE SAKODA

For August, Green Thumbers plan to attend the
29™ Annual Halawa Xeriscape Garden Open House
and Unthirsty Plant Sale on Saturday, August 5,
starting at 9:00 a.m. Admission is FREE!

Presented by the Board of Water Supply (BWS)
and Friends of Halawa Xeriscape Garden (FOXHGQG)
the Plant Sale is a great opportunity to learn how to
beat the summer heat and conserve water
outdoors. All of the activities at the Plant Sale will be
focused on xeriscaping—an innovative way to
conserve water through efficient landscaping.

There will be a large variety of beautiful and
drought tolerant plants, xeriscape and outdoor water
conservation workshops, Cactus and Succulent
Society of Hawaii Show, education booths, Plant
Doctors, keiki activities, rain barrels, delicious food,
and much more!

http://www.boardofwatersupply.com/news-events/
events/annual-unthirsty-plant-sale-2017

Please let ARLENE SATO if you’re planning to
go (I - JAN SAKODA — won'’t be able to make it)
and would like to meet up with her.

For September, we plan to stay at
“home” at the clubhouse; we’re
planning a Seed Swap (don’t worry if
you don’t have seeds as we’ll have
enough to share) and talking about our [< //
plants (the joys and “woes” ]

Then for October, we’ll be going to the Kahumana
Farm Fest on October 7. More details to follow.
https://www.kahumana.org/

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS
by ARLENE SATO

On Saturday, July 24, seven of us enjoyed a C
Chapter breakfast meeting at Nico’s Restaurant.
Attending were KAZUTO SHIMIZU, WARREN
YAMAMOTO, SKIP AND SONYA TOMIYAMA,
JEAN IMADA, GAIL NAKAMURA, and
ARLENE SATO. What a nice time we had! We need
to do this more often.

Our August meeting/lunch has been rescheduled to
Saturday, September 9, &
10:00 am at Arcadia. J M F h
Kazuto Shimizu has Oln e Or unc
graciously invited us to
have our meeting there.
We will be his guests j
for lunch after the -
meeting. RSVP is
required. Please call Arlene 808-387-1954 and leave a
message. [ will call you back to confirm your call.

MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS
by DAVID WATANABE

On August 26, we will be having our
“big” event, our annual summer
luncheon with over 100 people
expected to attend. More on that in the
September PPP.

If you are planning to be Little Tokyo
in Los Angeles for Nisei Week from August 19 to 27,
please stop by the Go For Broke Museum as admission
will be free.

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS

All in the 100th family are invited to a Family
Summer Fun Day on Saturday, August 26 from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Clubhouse. Coordinated
by Baker Chapter, the day will include a delicious
lunch, games, bingo and a whole lot of summer fun!

100th veterans, spouses and widows are free. $12
for Baker Chapter members. $15 for adults. $8 for
youth. Children 5 years and under are free.

Please fill out the Registration Form on page 7 of
the PPP and return it with payment (check payable to
“Baker Chapter, 100th IBV” by Wednesday, August
16. Contact MARY ANN TANABE at 256-6816 if
you need more information.


https://maunalaninursing.org/
https://maunalaninursing.org/
http://www.boardofwatersupply.com/news-events/events/annual-unthirsty-plant-sale-2017
http://www.boardofwatersupply.com/news-events/events/annual-unthirsty-plant-sale-2017

FROM DA OFFICE
by JAYNE HIRATA

OFFICE CLOSED

The Office will be closed on
Friday, August 18 in observance of
Statehood Day.

100TH BOY SCOUT UNIFORM
IN THE SMITHSONIAN

I received an e-mail from
ROBERT W. WADA of Fullerton,
CA who was the Founding President
of the Japanese American Korean
War Veterans from TERRY
SHIMA of the Japanese American
Veterans Association.

“I just want you to know, I still
have my Boy Scout uniform and a
few related items like my hand
written in pencil account of my 14
mile hike to earn my merit badge
while in the internment camp at
Poston, AZ during WWII.

When we chartered, we asked for
the Troop Number 100 in honor of
the Japanese American Hawaiian
100th Battalion that was fighting in
Europe at the time and the number
was granted by the Boy Scouts of
America. The uniform also has the
word “Poston” on it to make it that
much more significant. The 100th
later became the 1st Battalion of the
Japanese American 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.

Well, my good news to all of you
is, my uniform has been accepted
and requested by the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington D.C. and
they want it before the 4th of
August. This Saturday, [ am having
a big Sayonara, Adios, Aloha party
for the uniform with my family and
local friends. Needless to say, I am
very happy and proud to be given
this opportunity for a permanent new
home for my uniform. I always
worried about what to do with it.
Now my worries are over...”

IDENTITIES SOUGHT FOR TWO 442ND
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM PORTRAITS
by LEE CATALUNA (Honolulu Star-Advertiser, July 21, 2017)

\ i e

These (two) hand-drawn portraits have the elements of a good
mystery - a murky provenance, the backdrop of war, clues that so far,
have led to dead ends and a sense of urgency to find the heroes in the
pictures. Most intriguing are the faces themselves, drawn with such
attention, skill and purpose. The artist makes you feel you know them.
Maybe you do.

10 portraits were drawn by artist Jack Yamasaki during his
incarceration at Heart Mountain. The artist showed these men at a
pivotal point in their lives, when they were unjustly incarcerated yet
about to go to war to defend the country that had taken their freedom.
Eight have been identified, including 100th veteran DON MATSUDA
(Able Co.) but these two remain unknown.

The men may not have been from Hawaii but perhaps have relatives
or friends here. If you recognize them or have any information, please e
-mail archivist GAVIN DO at gavin@goforbroke.org or call
PAULINE YOSHIHASHI, the daughter of 100th veteran TOKUJI
YOSHIHASHI (Able Co.) at (323)683-8191.

LAS VEGAS MINI-REUNION
UPDATE by Ann Kabasawa

If you have signed up to attend the
Las Vegas Mini-Reunion, please join me
for an informational meeting on Sunday,
August 13 from 10:00 am at the
Clubhouse. If you haven’t already done
so, you will need to make your final
payment for your trip on that day. Please
RSVP with me at 781-8540 or e-mail me
at diverseinnov(@gmail.com.

It’s not too late to sign up for the Mini-Reunion which will run from
Sunday, October 15 to Friday, October 20 at the California Hotel and
Casino in Downtown Las Vegas. If you need any help with travel
plans or want more information, please feel free to contact me.




All Club 100 Chapter Members, Families &
Tn’emﬁ:

Please join us ra Tamz[y .5' ummer Fun Day!
Saturday, August 26, 2017

10:00a.m. to 2:00p.m.
T/iere will be 5e [uncﬁ games, Bingo and a whole lot of fun.
— Parking at Ala Wai Elementary School

o fVetemns Spouse cl Widows are free.
o $12.00 for Baker Chapter Members only

o $15.00 for adults, $8.00 Youth 6-12 years

o Children 5 years and under are free

(Baker Chapter Coordinating)
> > > =< >< >< > > >€ > DUE: August 16, 2017 7% % 52 38 =8 > =€ > >¢ =%

Name(s) (Please include all names. List on back of this paper if necessary) Chapter and affiliation (widow,
veteran)

Email address Phone #
Indicate numbers attending:
100" Inf. Bn. Veteran_ Free Free Free Free Free
100" Inf. Bn. Spouse/Widow Free Free Free Free Free
Baker Chapter Member CE LSRR N s $12.00 = 3
Adults x 15.00 = $
Youth X $ 800 = $
Children _Free Free Free Free Fre $TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

Drop off or mail Checks and completed forms to: 100" Infantry Battalion Veterans; 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii
96826. Checks should be made payable to “Baker Chapter, 100" Inf. Bn. Vets.” DUE: August 16, 2017
Please contact Mary Ann Tanaka at 256-6816 for any questions regarding this event!



100th Infantry Battalion Veterans

520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, HI 96816

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST 2017 CLUBHOUSE CALENDAR

BOARD Meeting

ABLE Chapter

BAKER Chapter
CHARLIE Chapter
DOG Chapter
HQ/MEDICS Chapter
GREEN THUMB CLUB

CRAFT CLUB

LINE DANCING

Saturday, August 19 at 9:00 am

No meeting

Saturday, August 5 at 1:00 pm

Saturday, August 26 at 10:00 am
Saturday, August 5 at 9:30 am

Saturday, August 12 at 10:00 am
Saturday, August 5, starting at 9:00 am.
Meet at the 29™ Annual Halawa Xeriscape
Garden Open House and Unthirsty Plant Sale
Tuesdays, August 8, 15, 22 and 29

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Wednesdays, August 9, 16, 23 and 30
from 9:00 am to 11:00 am

CLUB EVENTS

(all events at the Clubhouse unless otherwise indicated)
RSVP DUE FOR FAMILY Wednesday, August 15

SUMMER FUN DAY
LAS VEGAS MINI-
REUNION MEETING

Sunday, August 13 from 10:00 am

FAMILY SUMMER FUN Saturday, August 26 from 10:00 am to

DAY

2:00 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Clubhouse will be CLOSED on Friday, August 18 for Statehood Day
The Clubhouse is booked for non-100th meetings on August 2 and 27.

Dates and times subject to change.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
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The Puka-Puka Parade is the official newsletter of
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization
and is published monthly, twelve times a year.

The opinions expressed in the PPP are those of the
individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the
position of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.

Please e-mail your articles, comments or questions
about the PPP to clubl00vets@gmail.com.

If you do not have access to email, please mail or
deliver your articles, comments or questions to the
Clubhouse Office.

The deadline to submit articles for the

September 2017 issue is August 15

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96826
(808)946-0272
clubl00vets@gmail.com
www.100thbattalion.org

Office Hours:
M, T, Th,F - 9amto | pm
W - 9amto 12 noon
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HIROSHI MIYAMURA AND HIS HOMETOWN HAD A LOT IN COMMON. THEY
BELIEVED IN AMERICA by JoE MozINGO (photos by Rick Loomis)

http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-japanese-american-hero-hiroshi-20170703-htmlstory.html

Two American soldiers trudged across the war-torn Korean peninsula as winter bore down.

To keep their minds off the cold and hunger, HIROSHI “HERSHEY” MIYAMURA told his new friend,
an Italian kid from Boston, about his hometown of Gallup, N.M.

JOE ANNELLO, pictured the kind of strange buttes and red-rock desert he had seen in John Wayne movies.
But Miyamura told him a different story, about how Gallup had risen to defend the American ideal when so
many others stood by.

Sixty-seven years later, their enduring friendship is a testament to how a small town grappled with issues the
nation is again debating today - where people of a certain ethnicity or religious backgrounds fit into its
changing identity. It is the story of how a small act of courage helped turn an “enemy alien” into an American
hero.




A town of cowboys, Indians and immigrants

When Miyamura was a boy he told Annello, Gallup was a rough-cut lot of newcomers and Native Americans,
a railroad stop of the windswept Colorado Plateau known for its rowdy bars, cathouses and knuckle-breaking
prizefights.

They worked as coal miners, train mechanics, barkeeps, cowpunchers, lumberjacks, shepherds and Indian
traders - Slavs, Italians, Finns, Russians, Irish, Greeks, Mexicans, Navajos and Zunis.

Hiroshi’s parents came to Gallup in 1923 and opened a lunch stand. His father, YAICHI, had travelled the
American West years before, visiting Yosemite and Yellowstone national parks, and working for several years at
his sister’s boarding house for miners outside Gallup. He loved the landscape of America and its sense of
personal freedom.

Within a year, the couple bought a popular 24-hour-diner called the OK Café in the main shopping district on
Coal Street, just a block off Route 66. Their growing family lived in the basement - Hiroshi, the fourth of seven
children, was born in 1925.

Hiroshi knew little about Japan. His mother died when he was 11, and his father never talked about his native
land. The family spoke English at home and never saw themselves as anything but American.

Hiroshi joined the Boy Scouts and delivered newspapers on his bike. After school, he ran wild with his
friends, shooting his BB gun in the rabbit brush, playing “Hopalong Cassidy” and “Flash Gordon”, digging caves
in the banks of the dusty Puerco River.

They staged boxing matches in the alley behind the restaurant and goaded each other with the ethnic slurs of
the time.

Miyamura took the nickname “Hershey” when his teacher couldn’t pronounce Hiroshi.

The only time he spent with the other 25 Japanese families in Gallup was on Sunday, when they gathered in
an old dining car they had turned into a Japanese Free Methodist Church.

One winter Sunday an Irish friend took him hunting. When they returned to town that evening, they heard on
the radio that Japan had bombed Hawaii.

The principal called an assembly the next day. He told the students not to blame their Japanese classmates.

In a city of just 7.000, the Japanese American families were firmly stitched into the community. Some owned
diners. Others repaired cars. Several of the boys were star basketball and football players.

The town’s new sheriff, DOMINIC “MICKEY” MOLLICA, told the Japanese families that they would be
treated like his own Italian family would be.

At first, the nation largely took the same stance. Federal officials had been investigating the Japanese
Americans for years and found no sign they would support Imperial Japan in a war. Intercepted cables showed
that Tokyo saw the emigrants in America, the Nikkei, as traitors to their ancestral land.

But the government’s hands-off policy for Japanese Americans eroded quickly, as day after day headlines
announced Japan’s assaults on Hong Kong, Malaya, the Dutch East Indies and the Philippines.

In February 1942, PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT signed Executive Order 9066, the first of
orders that would ultimately incarcerate 120,000 West Coast Japanese, more than 60% of them citizens of the
United States.

Months later, Miyamura started at the Japanese faces in the windows of trains going east, thousands of them,
heading to two internment camps in Arkansas.

Because Gallup sat outside the vulnerable coastal “military zone”, the federal government did not mandate
that the Japanese leave their homes. But small towns such as Clovis, N.M., and Winslow, Ariz., took it upon
themselves to remove their Nikkei residents. In some towns outside the military zone, Japanese workers were
fired, evicted, assaulted and spat at, and schools told them to keep their children at home.

“We are not going to round them up”
Mollica, a 34-year-old former federal marshall, set the tone in Gallup, baked by his friend, GUIDO ZECCA,



the commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars post. According to Zecca’s son’s fading recollections of the
time, when talk arose over the Japanese, Mollica told their dad: “They are citizens here, and we are not going to
round them up.”

Zecca, who had been appointed the leader of local civil defense after Pearl Harbor, agreed.

Nikkei men kept their jobs at the rail yards, and families still gathered on Sundays at the train church.
Students at Gallup High School elected Japanese boys as class presidents three times during the war.

But even Gallup saw sporadic incidents of bigotry.

One young man was fired from his job at the grocery store because a customer did not want a “Jap” handling
her food. Hiroshi’s sisters said cowboys who drive in from the outlying town of Ramah would yell insults at
them, telling them to go home.

Hiroshi had never thought he was anything other than American. Now he knew that other people saw him
differently.

Like many a 16-year-old boy, especially a shy, slightly built one, he was trying to prove he was a man.
His added burden was proving he was an American.

He started entering prizefights and joined the ROTC his senior year. After graduation he was sent to train
with the Army’s highly decorated 442nd Regimental Combat Team - though by the time he reached Europe, the
was against Italy and Germany was over.

Back in Gallup, he met a young woman from Winslow, TERRY TSUCHIMORI, whose family had spent
much of the war at the internment camp in Poston, Ariz. She had an easy warmth and self-deprecating humor
that slowly drew him out. They married in June 1948.

Two years later, Miyamura was deployed to the American-occupied island of Kyushu, where his father had
grown up. He was training to lead a heavy weapons platoon of the 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Army Division, in
America’s “police action” against North Korea.

Although many fellow U.S. soldiers still resented Japanese Americans, he became friends with another squad
leader, Joe Annello came from the west end of Boston and counted Italian, Polish, Jewish, Irish, Russian and
Portuguese boys at his friends, speaking bits of their languages. But he had never seen a Japanese man.

‘Wake up, everybody!”

They hit the beaches of North Korea in November 1950 and marched into the barren mountains just before
the war turned into an icy hell that forced the Americans to retreat. The experience sealed their friendship.

By spring, their squads were back in the belly of the Korean peninsula, engaged in fierce firefights with the
Chinese.

By April 24, they dug in on a hill just north of the “Kansas Line” that separated the Chinese from the U.N.
forces near the 38th parallel.

The hillside was a waste of scorched trenches and craters, littered with spirals of razor wire.

That night, Miyamura couldn’t see or hear anything in the valley below.

Clouds blocked the moon and staffs.

“Wake everybody up,” he whispered.

In the valley, a trip flare had ignited. In its light, the men glimpsed masses of silhouettes creeping up the hill.

They hit Annello’s squad immediately, and Miyamura’s a minute later. The American machine gunners
mowed them down. Green and red tracer rounds lit up the night.

The Chinese fighters continued to run straight to their deaths, so many of them that Miyamura feared they
might run out of ammo. The ground around the guns glittered with brass shell casings, and the small of blood
ran rank.

After two hours of withering fire, Miyamura’s squad was down to 200 machine gun rounds. He ordered his
men to fix the bayonets on their M1 rifles.



The enemy closed in just yards away. Miyamura leaped from his trench and unloaded eight shots into them,
then lunged with the bayonet, lancing whoever he could with his boxer’s speed.

Before long, he realized their position was futile. He needed to save his squad.

“You guys get out of here!” he yelled, firing to cover their withdrawal. When the gun jammed, he kept the
Chinese back with another clip in his rifle, then grenades, before jumping into the trenches to get back to the
safety of the American line.

Rounding a bend, he surprised a Chinese soldier. He skewered him with his bayonet and shot him
simultaneously, but the man managed to lob his own grenade. Shrapnel seared into Miyamura’s leg.

Still, he kept moving up the trench, ripping through razor wire until he collapsed from blood loss and
exhaustion.

When he regained consciousness, he was a prisoner.
‘You got to keep going’

Annello, too, had been captured. A grenade had taken a divot of flesh near his spine, and he could barely
walk.

The prisoners started a forced march north. Miyamura carried most of Annello’s weight.

The Chinese guards kept prodding them with their rifle butts, and after 10 miles, they ordered Miyamura to
put his friend down.

He winced and ignored them. They threatened to shoot him.
“Put me down, Hersh,” Annello said. “I can’t go on.”
The guards motioned that they were about to shoot.

“You got to keep going,” Annello said.
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“I’'m sorry, Joe,” said Miyamura

The prisoners of war marched 300 miles over five weeks. Stragglers were shot or bayoneted. The Chinese
gave the survivors tiny sacks of millet and barley, ground to dust and crawling with weevils. They grew
emaciated and ate dandelions and grass to fill their stomachs. Miyamura hallucinated that he was sitting at his
dad’s restaurant counter, eating pancakes.

He spent the next two years at Camp 1 in Changson, near the Chinese border, fighting starvation as fellow
POWs died of dysentery and infections.

‘Are you Cpl. Hiroshi Miyamura?’

On July 15, 1953, the Americans and North Koreans signed an armistice.

On August 20, Miyamura boarded a Soviet truck for the American base at Freedom Village in the
Demilitarized Zone. At 5 feet 10, he weighed less than 100 pounds.

Tears streamed down his face when he saw the American flag.
“Are you Cpl. Hiroshi Miyamura” an Army captain asked.

They walked to a Quonset hut where a brigadier general stood behind a desk and greeted him as a sergeant,
indicating he’d been promoted.

“Sgt. Miyamura, you have been awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.”
The media asked him how it felt to win the military’s highest honor. He just wanted to go home.

On September 8, he stood at the rail of the U.S. naval ship Marine Adder as it cruised under the Golden Gate
Bridge.

A bustling crowed waited on the docks in San Francisco. The generals asked Miyamura to walk down the
gangplank first, with officers on the dock saluting him. Asked to speak, he tried to keep his voice from shaking.

“I’m happy to be back,” he said. “This is the most wonderful country in the world.”

When he got back to Gallup, the city schools were let out and businesses closed in his honor. Some 5,000
people greeted him as he got off the train - a celebration organized by Mickey Mollica, now mayor, and his
friend Guido Zecca, a state senator.

Mollica declared it ‘Hiroshi Miyamura Day.’

At the White House to receive his medal, Miyamura trembled so much that PRESIDENT EISENHOWER
promised he wouldn't’ bite him. His dad shook Ike’s hand - the proudest moment in his life, he would say.

Upon his return to Gallup,
Miyamura found a job at an auto
parts store, doing lube jobs and
tuneups.

One afternoon in 1954, a year
after the end of the war, he was in
the stockroom when a man walked
in.

Miyamura’s face turned white.

“I thought you were dead,” he
said.

“I thought you were dead,” said
Annello.

Annello, who had been taken to
a POW camp, then rescued by
Americans, had read about his
friend’s survival in a magazine and
had driven from a base in Kansas to




see him and the town he had described.
‘Oh, thank you, thank you’

Many of Miyamura’s friends and family members moved away as Gallup struggled economically, but the
Miyamuras vowed to stay. They raised their three children there.

For three decades, Miyamura ran a filling station and repair shop, Humble Oil, on the western edge of town.

Diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder, he struggled with depression and anger and tried to forget the
war. With treatment, he began to attend veterans and Medal of Honor events, often with Annello.

From the first day we met in that tent,” Annello said, “we knew we were going to become friends.”
The city honored Miyamura with a statue and named a new high school and freeway interchange after him.

At 91, he lives in the same modest ranch house he bought in 1954, with a rock garden in front. Terry, his
wife, died two years ago.

When he goes to Blake’s to eat a hamburger, other customers bring their children to meet this American hero
and thank him. After so many decades, he still looks surprised and embarrassed by the attention.

“Oh, thank you, thank you,” he says.

He is saddened by the rancor he sees today in America. Sometimes he wishes people were more tolerant of
each other, as they once were in a sand-grit cowboy town long ago.

Submitted by Earl Kawaguchi

IDENTITIES SOUGHT FOR TWO 442ND REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
PORTRAITS by LEE CATALUNA

http://www.staradvertiser.com/2017/07/21/hawaii-news/lee-cataluna/identities-sought-for-two-442nd-
regimental-combat-team-portraits/?HSA=733650d3d8eeb87d9603b65746123c7ce31{803b6

These eight hand-drawn portraits have the elements of a good mystery - a murky provenance, the backdrop
of war, clues that, so far, have led to dead ends and a sense of urgency to find the heroes in the pictures.

Most intriguing are the faces themselves, drawn with such attention, skill and purpose. The artist makes you
feel you know them.

Maybe you do.

In May of last year, the sketches surfaced at an event in Los Angeles for the Go For Broke National Education
Center, a nonprofit dedicated to educating the public on the valor of Japanese American veterans of World War
IL

ROSE KINAGA, a widow of a 442nd Regimental Combat Team veteran, presented 10 portraits to the
organization. She had kept them for years, safely tucked in a closet in a Nordstrom bag, until she could find the
right organization that would car for them and continue her quest.

In the mid-1970s, her husband TOM KINAGA, president of a Nisei veterans group, was at an event for
442nd veterans who had been interned at Heart Mountain, Wyo. A man handed him the portraits, which included
one of Kinaga, and said he should try to find the others.

“No one remembers who the man was,” says PAULINE YOSHIHASHI, a volunteer with GFBNEC.
Yoshihashi has helped research the portraits. “We don’t know how many portraits there were originally. Some
could be in private collections.”

The Kinagas worked for years to try and find each man. This was before the internet, so they did their
research the hard way: combing through archives, cold-calling people. “The military didn’t keep good records,
and camp records weren’t comprehensive,” Yoshihashi said.

This is what is known.



Top row: Portraits of BOBBY TASAKA, MASAO OKAMOTO and two unidentified men.
Bottom row: Portraits of GEORGE HATA, ERNEST KITAGAWA, HIROSHI “BEN” KAMADO and NOBURU TSUTSUMI.
The 442nd Regimental Combat Team members were sketched at Heart Mountain, Wyoming

The portraits were done by Issei artist JACK YAMASAKI, who was also held at Heart Mountain. Yamasaki
had studied at the California School of Fine Arts and had a career before being sent to the camp. Some of his
work is now in the collection of the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles.

The portraits are in remarkably good shape. They were done on 11-by-17 sketch paper with charcoal pencil.
Some of the images bear the name of the subject. Others are not marked. The artist showed these men at a pivotal
point in their lives, when they were unjustly incarcerated yet about to go to war to defend the country that had
taken their freedom.

Just last week DON MATSUDA, 93, who lives in Honolulu, received his portrait. Matsuda was identified
through archives in the Go For Broke collection.

“There’s a sense of urgency to find these families,” Yoshihashi said. “We’re saying goodbye to so many nisei
vets so often now.”

MITCH MAKI, President and CEO of GFBNEC, witnessed the family of the late DICK KAWAMOTO
receive his portrait. One of Kawamoto’s grandsons was there, a young man just about the age Kawamoto was in
the sketch. Maki said the resemblance was stunning.

“The family treated that portrait with such tender care,” Maki said. “I knew we had done the right thing.”

The men may not have been from Hawaii, but perhaps they have relatives or friends here. If you recognize

any of the men or have information that can help solve this mystery, you can e-mail archivist GAVIN DO at
gavin@goforbroke.org or call Pauline Yoshihashi at (323)683-8191.




ANNUAL NISEI VETERANS’ REUNION

From the FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF NISEI VETERANS website (www.ffnv.org)

The Annual Nisei Veterans Reunion will be held at the California Hotel in Las Vegas from October 15 to
October 19. Detailed information on the Reunion and hotel packages is available at the FFNV website. The
reunion registration deadline with FFNV is September 15. Volunteers are needed to help with a variety of tasks
also.

This is the Reunion Schedule:

Sunday, October 15 - Arrive and settle in. Stop by the FFNV Hospitality Room to pick up your name tag
and visit. The 100th Battalion will have a separate Hospitality Room and invite you to come by.

Monday, October 16 - The Welcome Banquet is an optional casual sit-down dinner open to everyone. The
venue is the Social Club which is located in the adjacent Main Street Casino. The menu is a BBQ mix plate of
pork ribs and chicken or a Vegetarian plate for $50 per person. The program will include a presentation by
SHANE SATO and ROBERT HORSTING on their soon to be released coffee table book “The Go For Broke
Spirit: Portraits of Courage.” Book purchase and autograph signing opportunities will be available before and
after the banquet.

Tuesday, October 17 - An open day to relax or include as much activity as possible. Enjoy!

Wednesday, October 18 - The Farewell Banquet will be a sit-down luncheon at 11 am in the Ohana and
Maile Rooms on the Mezzanine Floor at the California Hotel. The menu is a miso butterfish and short ribs
combo or a vegetarian entrée for $50 per person. STACEY HAYASHI, author of “Journey of Heroes” will be
presenting a preview of her upcoming feature film “Go For Broke - A 442 Origins Story.” The lunch will also
include a raffle with a handmade quilt donated by MILO YOSHINO and his wife and entertainment by the
Hawaiian 100th Battalion group led by ANN KABASAWA.



