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news from

Senator DANIEL K. INOUYE

SPEECH BY U. S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE AT COMMENCEMENT 
topic: EXERCISES FOR HAWAII BAPTIST ACADEMY, KAWAIAHAO CHURCH

MAY 23, 1974

date:

release date: 7 p. m. , f r iday, june 7, 1974

In the midst of a crisis, there is often an attempt by some to fix the blame-- 
to charge others with responsibility for our difficulties.

The energy crisis has been no exception. Such charges to blame "the other 
guy" for our problems have generated ill-feeling throughout the land. Some 
place responsibility on the President. Others blame the Congress. Some 
say the crisis was caused by our support for Israel, while others blame 
the environmentalists. Receiving more blame than any others have been 
the big oil companies with their high profits.

At the time of the oil embargo by OPEC (the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries), many people in this country viewed reductions in 
crude oil supplies as a temporary inconvenience, and certainly as a 
manageable problem. We noted that only between 7-1/2 and 8-1/2 per cent 
of all of our oil needs was supplied by the Arab nations. We saw that our 
relationship with OPEC was in no way comparable to OPEC's relationship 
with industrialized European countries or Japan: their dependency on the 
Arab states for oil was much greater.

But then something happened. The energy situation got worse. It became 
a "crisis" affecting, more and more, the daily lives of our citizens. It 
became manifest in longer and longer gas lines at local service stations, 
and in fuel tanks that became increasingly empty. Soon the energy crisis 
had become our worst economic crisis in a decade.



- 2 -

Our historic national dependence on a plentiful supply of low-cost energy 
made our crisis much worse. Although just over 6 per cent of the world's 
total population Lives in the United States, we are responsible for 35 per cent 
of the total worldwide energy consumption. We use more energy for air 
conditioning in the United States than does the People's Republic of China 
with four times our population for all its purposes.

For aesthetic purposes, New York City's World Trade Building is lit 24 
hours a day. This single building uses more electricity than the entire 
city of Syracuse, New York.

For far too Long, America has been a Land populated by energy wastrels. 
One reflection of status and success in this energy-plundering nation has 
been the mystique of the big car -- the gas-guzzlers in which comfort is 
literally button away. We have buttons to move the seat, open and close 
the windows, adjust the steering wheel, and Lock and unLock doors.

For many years, no one seemed to look twice when the Odometer showed 
an average of 8 miles per gallon for these huge machines. Nobody complained. 
FueL was abundant and relatively inexpensive. In America, the going rate 
for gasoline was about 40 cents per gallon, although in other countries, 
peopLe were paying $1.00 for a gallon of gasoline. Our economy depended 
on automobiles and these, in turn, demanded plenty of cheap gasoline.

There is no singLe cause for the energy crisis. Neither is there a singLe 
scapegoat. Our "energy wastrel ideology," however, must bear a degree 
of the responsibility. Americans simply beLieved that energy reserves were 
boundless and we consumed accordingly. In fact, before the oil embargo, 
our consumption was growing at a rate of 4 per cent per annum -- a rate 
which, had it been allowed to continue, would have doubled our energy 
requirements by the year 1990.

Certainly the U.S. media, in making the energy crisis one of their major 
concerns, focused much attention on this issue. I do not fault them for such 
emphasis -- but I question some of the coverage which selected to highlight 
negative citizen response to our situation.
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For example, a single incident in Hawaii during which a man used a shotgun 
to press his claim for service in a gas line received widespread attention 
by the U.S. news services.

In addition, the numerous public statements by various government energy 
administrators, oil executives, and politicians only seemed to contradict 
the others' analysis of the situation to confuse matters.

Adding to the sense of crisis was our lack of a Leader to direct our efforts 
toward resolving this critical energy shortage. Sadly, as a result of 
Watergate, our President's authority and his acceptance as a leader have 
diminished to an unprecedentedly Low Level. During this time of uncertainty, we 
needed that Leader to secure compliance with newly-adjusted energy 
supplies and allocations. We have not had such guidance.

With the lifting of the oil embargo, fuel supplies seem to have Loosened.
But we must realize that we have by no means solved our long-term energy 
problems.

The bulk of current fuel reserves are not in huge oil company tanks, but in the 
gasoline tanks of the more than LOO million automobiles on the road. Before 
the energy crisis, the average American car had 4-1/2 gallons of gasoline in 
its tank. Today, because of panic buying brought on by Long gas Lines and 
closed stations, the average is now 10  gallons per tank, which, multiplied 
by the number of cars on the highway, amounts to an incredible 1 billion­
plus gallons of gasoline.

Our country's business enterprises have responded to tightened fuel supplies 
by stockpiling massive amounts of energy. Recently, on a return flight 
to Washington, D.C., I sat next to the president of a large national corporation. 
This man informed me that he had had supplies of diesel fuel stockpiled as 
a precaution against the possibility that electricity supplies for his computer 
systems might run short or be cut off completely. I asked as to the number 
of hours of operation this reserve would provide and he answered that he had 
diesel fuel to last not for hours -- but for weeks.
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Panic buying has clearly been a primary contributor to the scope of our 
probLem. It is nothing new to us in Hawaii. Whenever there is a whisper 
of a possible shipping strike, many people empty the shelves at the grocery 
stores. I have seen homes containing more than 10 bags of rice, each bag 
holding 100 pounds. Panic reactions such as these are very difficult to 
rationally discourage.

Certainly we should not attempt to explain away the energy crisis by blaming 
the environmentalists. Rather, than blame them, we ought to be thanking 
them for having had the foresight to advise and encourage us to make a few 
changes in our life style --to make the transformation from energy wastreLs 
and environment poLLuters to energy conservers and environment preservers.

The current move to relax clean air standards and permit noxious sulfur 
to be released into the atmosphere through the burning of sulfur coal, 
shouLd be challenged. We should protest against unreasonable retreat from 
such standards. We must not sacrifice the environmental advancements 
which we have made, for the more we relax clean air standards, the greater 
we endanger our health.

It also might be convenient to attack the government as the source of our 
energy woes. But as far back as 1970, measures were introduced in 
Congress to establish a special commission on fuels and energy. A few 
of us in Congress tried to raise our voices to debate and draw attention to 
the directions of America's energy needs and consumption. Beginning in 
May, 1971, extensive hearings have been conducted on energy conservation, 
oil import policy, fuel shortages, federal Leasing programs, energy research 
programs, and deep-water ports to accommodate the super-tanker. Last 
year, I voted in favor of the Alaskan Pipeline bill --a bill which will bring 
much-needed resources to the Pacific Basin. I also voted for the Emergency 
Energy Act of 1973 -- a bilL responding to our energy shortages which was 
eventually vetoed by the President.
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Blaming someone else for the crisis ill serves our need to make reasoned 
and intelligent decisions. Rather than devoting time to placing the bLame 
for the energy crisis on others, I hope that each of us can consider 
how we might transform our individual life styles to head off an even more 
critical period. I would hope that each of us has learned a lesson from the 
energy crisis. We must be prepared to make adjustments in our daily life. 
We must realize that that big car is not necessary. We can no longer 
squander electricity and other scarce resources as though their supply 
will never end. We all must develop greater self-discipline in conserving 
energy and make that extra effort to turn off the unneeded light and forego 
the unneeded weekend ride in our car. I hope that we are prepared and 
willing to make such changes. I fear for our future if we insist upon returning 
to our old wastrel ways.

The weeks, months, and years ahead will soon show us how significant our 
efforts have been.


