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October 4, 2002

Mr. Joseph Miniace Mr. James Spingsa
Pacific Maritime Association ILWU

P.O. Box 7861 1188 Franklin Street
San Francisco, California 94120 San Francisco, California 94109

Gentlemen:

On behalf of the State of Hawaii and its people, we wish to request the assistance of both
your organizations to help remedy a situation that will have a devastating effect on the
economy and morale of our island state. As you may know, approximately 90% of all
goods entering Hawaii are transported from the West Coast by ship from terminals at the
ports of Long Beach/Los Angeles, Oakland, Seattle and Tacoma. Warehousing space is
very limited in Hawaii, and therefore inventories are being depleted rapidly as the result of
the interruption of this vital supply link.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that the ILWU and the PMA allow the west coast
terminals used by the BHawaii ocean carriers an exemption to resume the vital flow of goods

to Hawaii, similar to that which has been provided to the State of Alaska in the port of
Tacoma for Totem Ocean Trailer Express and CSX Lines. Hawaii’s situation is even more

precarious than Alaska, as there arc no roads to Hawaii and all goods and supplies must be
shipped either by air or by sea.

Ocean shipping is the lifeline of Hawaii and your support of this urgent request will greatly
appreciated. We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,
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NEIL ABERCROMBIE




