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DDICATION OF PONAPs CATH.DRAL 
  

On Sunday, December 13, 1953, tha new Catholic Pro-Cathgdral of Our Lady of 
Marcy was blassed and dedicatsd. This sarvicg brought to a conclusion the work 
of the Cathedral which had bscun almost four yaars before and brought happingss 
and contentmant to the many Catholics who warg present for the cyremony, 

The ngw church, called Pro-Cathsdral, rather than Cathedral, in that it will 
serve temporarily (probably 50 ysars) until Bishop Fesnay shall build ong on the 
Island of Truk, is perhaps worth a word of dascription. It was started in March, 
1959 to ruplace the formsr German-built church destroyed in thy last war by the 
JapanasSe...eaftyr it had been damaged by a bomb droppsd in ons of the many air 
raids om Ponapg. The original intention in 1950 was to put in a concrete founda- 
tion and build a wooden temporary church sufficiently large to accommodate the 
normal Sunday congreration at Kolonia, To this end, lumber was cut locally and 
the first foundation forms placed. At this point, Ponape was finally blessed 
with a large supply of caument, a comnodity that hsaretofore had bssen very scares, 
and at a prics which old-timsrs hera will recall with a misty look in their 

eyeSeeceNingty three cents a bag! 
The original plans ware hastily scrapped, tha site enlarged and We decided 

to build more permanently with concrate blocks for thy outyr walls and reinforcad 
concrety for thg facadg, pillars and upper walls, This was dong, with many a 
dglay fer other naadgd construction or for lack of funds, However, December 13th 
finally brought the major portion of ths work to a closa. Tha final dimansions 
of the church may be of intersst. It runs 176 ft. in length, 52 fast in width 
and at its highest point risus 2 faet from the ground. There ars about 5,000 
bags of cyument in ths structura, but mors ravaaling to local residents will be 
the corrssponding amount of sand secured from tha ssa in bucksts to mix that 
amount of sand! 

Final cost of the edifics will of courss bg daterminsd by future davelopments, 
but as of today the outlay runs about $0,000.00, Of this amount, about 10% 
was contributed locally by the Ponapaan and non-indigenous Catholics (and none 
Catholics) on Ponaps, The remainder was donated by Bishop Feeney, the Society 
of Jasus and friends and relatives of the Fathers in the States and Guam, Like 
all raspectabla churches, this ona carrisgs a dgbt which we trust to liquidate 
before too long. 7 

On ths aftsrnoon of the dedication, too latg for rgading at the ceremony, 
tha plane brought two very fing lottars of grasting, one from His Holingss, Pops 

Pius XII to the people of Ponape and anothar from Bishop Fyenay who could not 

arrives on time for reasons of business in the Status. 
This short nots should end with a further word of gratituds for technical 

advice and assistancy from the personnsl of thy Ponape District Administration, 
in particular Mr. Hadgas, Mr. Roles, Mr, Takuma, Mr. Ihara, who wares extremely 
cgnsrous with advice and time. But no on, will doubt that prima thanks and ad- 
miration must go to the Ponapsan people for tha morgy and interest and rgsourcs- 
fulness in accomplishing so vast an undsrtaking. 

Father Hugh Costigan 

   
SMHS 

What do you think should ba in a land law to protsct you and your childnsn? 
SHEERS 3 

Your Congress helps maka your laws, How do you hglp your Congras 2 
THESRHHHEHT 

 



DsC MBER Ms TING OF THs PONAPs CONGRSS 
  

Ths Ponapsy Island Congress mat in Kolonia on 15, 16, 17, and 18 December. 
Thay Wsrg disappointed that mora of tha psopls of Ponape did not comg to haar 
them pass rgsolutions and advice to the Administration ragarding the psopls of 
Ponapse Thuy took action to pass thse following rzsolutions: 

1. To consarve pigsans Ponapyans may shoot them during the thras months of 
Dscembsr, January, and Fabruary but not during the thres months of March, April 
and May and then again may shoot them during thy thrsg months of Jung, July, and 
August but not during tha 3 months of Ssptambur, October, and November. This wiil 
ksep the piggons from being killsd faster than thay can grow. Congrsss dscidad 
that dser, wild carabao and wild pigs could be killed at any tims. Congrsass also 
dgcided that no female cows or carabao could bg killed axcapt thos. that could not 
byar young cattls or carabao. Tha pynalty for disobeying this is: 5 to jl days 
in jail or a fing of $5 to $10, or both. 

2e Congrsss passed a rasolution calling for an import tax on anything brought 
into the district, but exempted tha Missions from paying this tax on goods brought 
in for thsir ow uss. } 

3. Congrsss stated thsre should be an All-Ponaps District Congrzss which 
will mast once a year. This Congrass will bs separate from the Ponaps Island 
Congress. It will havo two raprusuntatives glected by tha psopls from each mni- 
cipality or island, , 

4h. Congrsass agresd that thers should bo a Ponaps District Copra Coopsrativs 
to handls the buying of Copra when ths I.T.C. laaves Ponaps in ons ysar. 

S. Because it is very important that ths psople ba proparly identified 
Congress agrsed that all psoplse should hava two namgs and to Ksasp these two 
nam.s always. <xamples of two namss ars: the Chairman of tha Nobdlus'Houss is 
ths Nanmwarki of Not whose name is Max Iriarty and thy Chairman of ths Peopls's 
Housy is Karl Koshler. Anothsr sxamply 1s ths nama of thy District Administrator, 

which is Hsnry Hedges. 
Othsr mattsrs discussed in this Congrsss masting were: 
1. Should ths guns of the Ponapean Psopls be rsturnad to them? Tha Noble's 

Housy voted that thay should not bs ruturnad whils the Psopls's House voted that 
thay should be rsturnad. You, thy Psople of Ponaps will bs asked by your Congrsss-~ 
mgn sxactly what you want dons rsgarding your guns, which are now held by thy 
Constabulary in Kolonia. 

2. Ths People's Houss asksd that kerosene by taken off thy licensa for fugl 
and bs sold by all storss as a rugular salss itsm with no spgcial tax. The 
Nobls!s House did not discuss this. 

3. Congress asked that ons year be considsred ths tims of rasidence ina 
municipality, after which a person is responsibly to his nzw municipality for 
taxes. At present the tims is threes years. 

4h. One matter brought before Congrass which the members will discuss with 
ths Psopls of Ponape is a propossd Land Law. A copy of the sams information the 
‘onzressmen have is attached to this papar for all of you to study so you can 
givs your vigws to your Congressmen regarding just what you believes a Land Law 
should cover to protect the rights of yoursslf and your children. Talk this 

matter over with your Congrassman and give him your views. Hs rsuprssent YOU in 
Congrsss, 

S.~ During the war all thy birds on Guam were killed or driven away. Guam 
has asksd Ponape for birds, Can we spare any birds for Guan? 

Mors informnation will bs given you in this paper each month rsgarding what 
the Administration and thy High Commissionsr think about thss. matters. Further 

sxplanations of the resolutions of Congrass will bs given in this papsr. Your 
Congressman can give you full details also. 

THREE 

Ask your Congrsssman whai hg discussed at Congress Msyting. 
SONORA 

NWS IN OTH.R COUNTRIS OF TH. WORLD 

SPAIN: In somy raspects the old country of Spain is not as modgrn or up to dats 
as you arg in Fonaps District. In Spain only marriad or widowsd womsn may vots. 
A wifg must have her husband's consgnt to inherit property, manages any money or 
a busingss, to witness a will or take a job. She may bs divorcad only if she 
leaves her home and leaves ths homs to her husband, evan if she built it with her 
own mongye She must give her husband thgir childran over the age of three if 
she gets a divorcs. The Spanish women do not liks this and ars trying to changs 

this now, 
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