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DJDICATION OF PONAPS CATH_DRAL

On Sunday, Decembar 13, 1953, thd naw Catholic Pro-Cathadral of Our Lady of
Marcy was blassad and dedicatsd., This ssrvicg brought to a conclusion the work
of the Cathgdral which had bggun almost four ysarc bsfors and brought happingss
and contentmant to the many Catholies who warg pressnt for tha ceremony,

The new church, called Pro-Cathgdral, rather than Cathedral, in that it will
sarve temporarily (probably 50 ysars) until Bishop Fasngy shall build cne on the
Island of Truk, is perhaps worth a word of dsscription. It was started in March,
1950 to ruplacs the formsr German-built church destroyed in thg last war by the
Japanasc....after it had bgen damagsd by a bomb droppsd in ons of ths many air
raids on Ponapa, Tha original intention in 1950 was to put in a concrste founda-
tion and build a woodsn temporary church sufficigntly large to accommodate the
nornal Sunday congregation at Kolonia, To this end, lumbsr was cut locally and
theg first foundation forms placed. At this point, Ponaps was finally blessed
with a large supply of cemant, a commodity that hsrotofore had bisn very scarcas,
and at a prics which old-timsrs horas will recall with a misty look in their
oy38...ningty thras cants a bag!

The original plans ware hastily scrapped, tha sits snlargsed and ws decidad
to build mors permansntly with concrate blocks for the outsr walls and reinforcad
concraete for tha facads, pillars and upper walls, This was dong, with many a
delay for othsr nasded construction or for lack of funds, Howsver, Dacembar 13th
finally brought ths major portion of ths work to a closs. Tha final dimgnsions
of the church may bs of intersst. It runs 178 ft. in lgngth, 52 faet in width
and at its highost point risus L2 faet from the ground, Thers ars about 5,000
bags of cement in ths structura, but mors ravsaling to local rasidents will bs
tha corrssponding amount of sand secured fram ths ssa in bucksts to mix that
amount of sand!

Final cost of the edifics will of courss ba detarminad by futurs davslopments,
but as of today the outlay runs about $40,000,00, Of this amount, about 10%
was contributed locally by the Ponapsan and non-indigenous Catholics (and non-
Catholics) on Ponaps, The remainder was donated by Bishop Fssnay, tha Soclety
of Jasus and friends and relativas of the Fathers in tha States and Guam, Likas
all respectable churchaes, this ona carriss a dabt which we trust to liguidate
bafore too long,

On the afturnoon of the dsdication, too lats for rsading at ths ceremony,
tha plane brought two very fing lotturs of grusting, one from His Holiness, Pops
Pius XII to the psople of Ponape and anothsr from Bishop Fagnay who could not
arrivas on tims for reasons of busingss in thae Status.

This short nots should snd with a further word of gratituds for tachnical
advice and assistance from the personnsl of thy Ponape District Administration,
in particular Mr, Hadgss, Mr. Rolss, Mr, Takuma, Mr, Thara, who wars sxtremsly
gansrous with advice and time., But no ons will doubt that prims thanks and ad-
miration must go to the Ponapsan peopls for the Jnasrgy and intsrest and rasourcs-
fulngss in accomplishing so vast an undsrtaking,

Fathar Hugh Costigan
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What do you think should bs in a land law to protsct you and your child:aq?
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Your Congress hglps makg your laws, How do you hgslp your Congras 2
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