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Senate

February, 1974

When the first Japanese immigrants arrived to work

in Hawaii’s canefields, many could not help but feel overwhelmed 

at the strangeness of these mountains mid-Pacific islands. 

The society into which these immigrants were placed--with.

its new language social customs, and economic system—was 

equally as unfamiliar as the tropical environment. Because- 

much about their new home seemed strange, for many, 

the first years were difficult ones.

in those early days, one major factor binding the

modest community with a cohesive ideality was the religion 

which the immigrants had brought from Japan. For these 

newcomers--most of whom were religion was

a source of comfort and of guidance, The most active sect 

was Shin Buddhism, founded nearly 800 years ago by the 

great Shinran Shonin.
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This year, Hawaii joins the many Buddhists of this 

world to celebrating the 800th birthday of this great teacher. 

With this celebration, we also shall observe the 85th 

anniversary of the founding of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission 

of Hawaii and give appreciative recognition to the many 

contributions made by this mission.
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