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President’s Message
by Lloyd Kitaoka

The following is an excerpt from our brochure written by
Richard Halloran: “The men of the 100" Battalion
evinced what the Army calls ‘unit cohesion.’ The soldiers
shared the same ethic background, the immigrant
experience, life in Hawai'i and most of all the common
cause of striving to prove that Japanese-Americans were
worthy of being full-fledged American citizens.”

We always focus on the last sentence and not about the
other aspects pointed out by Mr. Halloran. I never really
thought about it in terms other than from the Japanese-
American point of view until a recent meeting with
Ramona Ho, a librarian with the Kamehameha-Maui
School who is researching the non-AJA soldiers of the
100, of which there were about two dozen. I for one was
not aware of the non-AJA (the Kaholokula brothers, for
instance) or the “hapa” soldiers (Goo, Diamond, Planas,
and Kapuniai) until a few years ago. This meeting with
Ramona made me look at the 100™ story from a different
perspective. If a person grew up in Hawai'i, the values we
gained came not only from our parents and our own ethnic
culture but also from other multi-cultural experiences.

We in Hawai'i live with so many ethnicities that we
become a “chop suey” culture. I call this a “Hawaiian
Culture” for lack of a better term. We pick up different
words from various ethnicities and come up with a
language the no one can understand, commonly known as
“pidgin.” We enjoy a variety of ethnic cultural foods,
examples such as the local “mixed plate” of two scoops
rice or musubi (Japanese), lau lau and poi (Hawaiian),
adobo (Filipino), chow funn (Chinese), kim chee
(Korean), and macaroni/potato salad (Caucasian). In a
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gathering, we like to sit around, talk story, sing songs, and
share our food, pot-luck style. Japanese traits? No, let’s
call them “Hawaiian” traits. We take these traits when we
travel. Did you ever meet an island person on the
mainland or in other parts of the world, and call them
“aunty” “uncle” “brah” or “sistah?” We have an instant
bond with anybody that’s lived in our islands. This is
what [ mean. We’re not only Americans of Japanese
ancestry (AJAs) but we’re also “Hawaiian” in words,
action and spirit. We sing Hawaiian songs, we dance the
hula, we “hang loose” and share the aloha spirit.

I know that’s what our vets brought to the mainland and to
Italy and France. They certainly brought their Japanese
values, but they also brought our unique blend of
Hawaiian multi-ethnic ones too. I tell students who see
our 100™ Education Center presentation that ours is not
only an AJA story, it is also a uniquely Hawaiian story.
Hats off to all the ethnic cultures that shaped us. What a
beautiful and uniquely wonderful place we live in!
Aloha...

,

Slippers and t-shirts were a reminder of the 100ths s
multi-cultural roots

Puka-Puka Parade, Monthly News



In Memoriam

Yoshiyuki Sumida of Hilo (A)
Passed away on May 25, 2014

Raymond Nosaka (B)
Passed away on June 14, 2014

Our deepest sympathy to their families.

Travels Through Europe
by Jan Sakoda
(daughter of Gary K. Uchida, HQ)

As many of you know, my husband and I were in Italy
with other sons and daughters. Our main purpose in going
there was for the 70" anniversary of the liberation of
Monte Cassino, although we did take in a tour which took
us to northern Italy, including Rome, Florence, Pisa, Santa
Margherita, Bolzano (which was once part of Austria), and
Venice.

In preparation for this trip, [ had “talked story” with
veterans Ed Ikuma, Kenneth Higa, Sonsei Nakamura,
and Judge Kitaoka, finding out what they remembered
about their time in Italy. Although 70 years have passed,
their memories of Italy are forever etched in their minds
and hearts. The places and events they mentioned have
become more “real” to me as I have since visited these
locations. Names of towns and rivers, which were once
just names, are now associated with memories, albeit good
memories for me.

We arrived in Rome late on Sunday, April 27, 2014, the
same Sunday as the canonization of Pope John Paul II and
Pope John XXIII. What an auspicious day to arrive. Our
tour group spent three days exploring Rome, including a
visit to the Trevi Fountain. Sonsei Nakamura had
mentioned that after a month of treatment for trench foot
(or what we now call frostbite), he was assigned to
Albergo Marino Hotel, close to the Trevi Fountain, to help
as American soldiers arrived for some R&R. I promised
Sonsei I would take a picture of this hotel if it was still
there. Our tour guide had researched the hotel before we
arrived and could not find this hotel; either the hotel had a
change in name (which is what I think happened) or was
torn down.

In reflecting on my two-week tour to northern Italy, I was

come to the conclusion that each place we visited was
unique and special. How’s that for a safe answer? But it’s
true. What stands out distinctly in my mind, however, is
the special camaraderie we formed with David (son of
Mits Fukuda-A) and Judy Fukuda, Wayne and Carol
(daughter of Arthur Komiyama-HQ) Matsunaga, and
Alvin (son of Calvin Shimogaki-HQ) and Eleanor
Shimogaki. Even though we socialized with others on the
tour, there was a special bond between the Hawaii people
that I’m sure you’ve all experienced.

After our tour ended in Venice, David and Judy Fukuda,
Alvin and Eleanor Shimogaki, and Ed and I caught the
train south to Cassino where we joined up with Don and
Corinne (daughter of Susumu Kunishige-A) Hamano,
Scott and Val Nomura (sister to Don Hamano), Glenda
(daughter of Yasuo Takata-B) Koyama and Bryan Yagi
(nephew of a 442 veteran) and Vanessa Perry. As we
approached the town, it was thrilling to catch glimpses of
Monte Cassino between the trees. How majestic it looked
high on the distant hill.

How appropriate that on our first day together, we headed
to the Salerno Museum as the 100" had landed in/near
Salerno. Salerno was the start of Operation Avalanche, the
largest amphibious operation in history, exceeded only by
the subsequent landings in Normandy on June 6, 1944.
What moved me to tears was seeing a railcar that was used
to transport people to the gas chambers. In addition to the
Jews, I learned that gypsies, handicapped Romans (yes,
for some reason, they were also discriminated against) and
elderly people were also rounded up. As I stood in front
of the railcar, it hit me that THIS is what the war was
about... to end a tyrannical rule and to liberate not only the
Italians but all who were oppressed. 1 felt deep gratitude
and immense pride in my dad and the men of the 100™ for
all they went through so that we could live the life we now
live. I cannot imagine what life would be like if Hitler had
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trying to figure out which was my “favorite” part but have W®%hoto taken from http.//javadc.org/Press%20release

2%2010-1-04%201talian%20town%20honors%20100th.htm
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Later, we made a stop in Sant'Angelo d'Alife to view the
memorial that was erected in October, 2004,
commemorating 59 who were killed from the 34
Infantry Division. Of the 59 men killed, the following
21 were from the 100,

; i3y T : -
Our second day in Cassino was THE DAY... the day we
were finally going to Monte Cassino. We started off the
day by attending a memorial service at the Polish
Cemetery, which contains the graves of more than 1,000
Poles who died while storming the Abbey in May 1944
during the bloody Battle of Monte Cassino. During the
ceremony, a young man or woman stood by each grave
marker, visually emphasizing the many soldiers who
died during this battle. What a sobering moment this
was. After the ceremony and after a typical Italian lunch
(which included a bottle of wine and pasta), and after
walking the Cavandesh Road (an old mule track which
was improved and made into a “back door” to the
Monastery during World War II to try and outflank the
German positions), we finally visited Monte Cassino.
This Abbey was the home of the Benedictine Order,
founded by St. Benedict in 529 AD. It is hard to
imagine that 70 years ago, this monastery was totally
obliterated by Allied bombs, along with all the trees
surrounding it; it is now fully restored and is teaming
with visitors. Even the trees and shrubs have grown
back. Our guide shared that the Abbey was completely
destroyed but when clearing the rubble, the workers
found the statue of St. Benedict undamaged. It was the
only thing that was found whole and intact. (Gives me
goose bumps!) We went downstairs and were told that
all those who had taken refuge under the Abbey
survived, including some of the townspeople. While
downstairs, we were excited to see a stained glass
window that was donated by the men of the 100! The
100 emblem is clearly visible.

Returning to Cassino town, we saw a plaque that was
presented by the 34™ Inf. Div. (Red Bull) that reads:

N o . 0 6 / 2 0 1 4
“This plaque is dedicated to the memory of those

Americans and Italians who joined together to bring

freedom to this country. Let the sacrifice of the soldiers
and civilians who died in World War Il never be
forgotten.’

’

On our third (and last) day of our tour, we visited Anzio,
where there is an intact German bunker right on the
beach. Kenneth Higa recounted to me that when they
were in Anzio, they encountered German fire and had to
hunker down during the day. However, at night, they
could get out of the foxholes and walk around without
being shot. We also visited the Sicily-Rome American
Cemetery in Nettuno, where there are 7,861 headstones
of American soldiers who died in Sicily, Salerno, and
Anzio. While there were no 100%/442"4 enlisted men
buried there, we learned that there were four 100th/442nd
officers buried there, including Jack Johnson. In
addition, there are names of two Nisei soldiers listed on
the marble Wall of the Missing, including Hawaii’s
Toshio Sasano (A) and Sunao Kuwahara (C). David
Fukuda did some homework and found that Toshio
Sasano is buried at Punchbowl and we have provided
this information to the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery;
if you happen to know where Sunao Kuwahara is buried,
please let me know (clubl00vets@gmail.com) and we
will forward the information to the appropriate person.
When a soldier is located, a rosette is placed beside the
name to indicate he has been recovered and identified.
We hope that rosettes can be placed besides both Hawaii
soldiers names.
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Later the same day, we visited a Memorial and the Bell of

Cassino and that I was interested in going to Pozzilli, near

Peace at the Rapido River Crossing. This Memorial, dated Hill 600, where my dad was injured. He wrote: “Janice,

1990, was initiated by the then-mayor of Biffonataine as a
tribute to the men of the 100™ Infantry Battalion. And
there was no question it was a memorial to the Nisei
soldiers because of the maile/ilima lei draped behind the
plaque.
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Our “official” tour of Monte Cassino, held May 17 to 19,
ended much too soon but we accomplished and learned so

much about the war, about Monte Cassino, and about the
men of the 100,

The 100™ Infantry Battalion has a website, www.
100thbattalion.org where people all over the world are
able to learn about the men of the 100% Infantry
Battalion. One of the men who viewed this website is
Damiano, from Cassino, Italy; he is a historical researcher
of the Gustav Line. (The Gustav Line, also known as the
Winter Line, was a German defensive line drawn across
central Italy just south of Rome.) He contacted the club’s
office requesting permission to use a couple of photos on
our website for a display in Cassino. Through this
contact, Damiano learned of our planned trip to Monte

we have spent years on the battlefields recovering the
historical memory of the men who seventy years ago

fought over there, but all this has a meaning if we can use

our knowledge to the service of the veterans and their
relatives who feel important to reach those places. I would
like to tell you that it will be a pleasure to meet you and
your husband and I will do as much as possible to lead
you on the hill where your father was injured.”

B Wt

On the decided date, Damiano picked us up in Cassino,
and together with Serena, our guide and interpreter, we
headed to Pozzilli and Hill 600. Years ago, when my dad
gave me a copy of the book, Remembrances, he marked

€6,

an “x” on a map in the book to indicate the area where he
was wounded. It was because of this map that we were
able to get a general idea of the terrain and surroundings
of the battle.

While here, Damiano asked me to describe my dad. I was
caught off guard. We’d met numerous people who knew
about the 100, but he was the first to ask this

question. While trying to describe my dad, I suddenly
remembered my dad telling me, decades ago, that he had
been knocked unconscious for several hours; by the time
he awoke, the sun was low in the sky. He said that just
before he regained consciousness, he saw a bright light —
like the light at the end of a long tunnel — in the

distance. As it approached, it became brighter and just as
it hit him, he became conscious. After I recounted this
story to Damiano, he was quiet for a few seconds, then
said, “Your dad must have been near death.” That
thought shocked me but I think he was right. A couple of
times over the years, I recall my dad wondering why he
was spared while many of his friends died. While we will
never know the answer this side of heaven, I am grateful
that he was spared and that he was my dad.

4

Puka-Puka Parade, Monthly News


http://www.100thbattalion.org
http://www.100thbattalion.org
http://www.100thbattalion.org
http://www.100thbattalion.org

We left Pozzilli and Hill 600 to search for the Volterno
River. While it is impossible to know exactly where the
men crossed the river (they crossed this river three times),
we did find some boys playing in the river. It made my
heart happy to hear them playing, shouting, and laughing
as [ wondered how life would be had the Allies lost the
war. When we were on the bank of the river and saw the
boys shivering from the cold, I tried to imagine how much
colder it was in November when the 100%™ crossed it. I
knew from Judge Kitaoka’s (B) description that, on one
of the crossings, the water was chest high and freezing
cold. In talking with Ken Higa (C), he had mentioned that
on one of the crossings, where the water wasn’t so high, he
decided to take off his shoes because he didn’t want to get
them wet. Midstream, he had to put on his shoes because
the water was so cold, it felt like he was stepping on
shards of glass whenever he stepped on a rock. So I knew
the water level was high and that it was cold. But only the
men who went through this will know what it truly was
like. But the memories aren’t only bad. Ken Higa also
told me that when he was crossing the river, he found a
cluster of grapes that, without thinking to wash — he was,
after all, in the water — he consumed with gusto.

AR R AR L R SR NG
Before taking us back to our hotel, Damiano drove us to
see the mountains near the Rapido River where the
100t Battalion fought at the end of January 1944; he
pointed out the area that contained remnants of some
barracks, but all we could see was a wall of vegetation. I
am so grateful to Damiano for his generous donation of
time and energy.

And I am grateful to be home, to be able to go back to the
clubhouse for Wine Gang and listen to the veterans tell
about their war experiences. And when they tell me a
story, I can better picture the context of their stories.

yokok

Pancake Breakfast

The Sons and Daughters of the 44274 RCT invite you to
join them for a Pancake Breakfast, Lucky Number
giveaway and Bingo! Veterans, spouses, and family
members of the 100t 442nd MIS, and 1399 are invited!
Please join us in this fun-filled event.

When: Saturday, July 26, 2014

Time: 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Where: 100t Infantry Battalion Veterans
Clubhouse, 520 Kamoku Street

Cost: $5 per person donation; this includes a
Lucky Number ticket. Additional Lucky
Number tickets will be available for a
donation of $1 per ticket.

Parking: Ala Wai Elementary School parking lot

Seating for this event will be limited to the first 100
participants. Please RSVP by July 19 by calling Mark &
Debbie Oshiro at 488-5017 or email:
mmoshiro@hawaii.rr.com. Make checks payable to the
Sons & Daughters of the 442" RCT and mail to Mark
Oshiro, 99-694 Halawa Heights Road, Aiea, HI 96701.
Donations for Lucky Number and Bingo prizes are
welcomed.

Yokok

Tour to Bruyeres and Biffontaine
by Evelyn Tsuda

In October of 1944, the men of the 100™ and 442" played
a pivotal role in the liberation of Bruyeres and Biffontaine
in the Vosges Mountains in northeastern France after four
long years of oppressive occupation by the German forces.
The townspeople are planning a gala celebration to
commemorate the 70 anniversary of the liberation in
October. The towns’ mayors have invited Hawai'i’s
100/442 Army Reserve Unit to participate in their
celebration and the invitation has also been extended to the
veterans of the 100 and 442" and their families.

A tour of about 7 days is now being coordinated with
Beau Tatsumura and Chris Arakawa as civilians. We
are awaiting more information from the mayors so we can
come up with an itinerary that will be interesting and
enjoyable. If anyone is interested in joining the tour
group, please call Evelyn Tsuda at 262-8285. She will
keep you updated on the plans.

yokok
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Last Call! Mini-Reunion in Las
Vegas - October 19-24, 2014

by Ann Kabasawa

We are having our ANNUAL MINI REUNION IN LAS
VEGAS leaving Sunday, October 19, 2014, and returning
Friday, October 24, 2014, at the California Hotel. We had
a lot of fun last year joining in with the FFNV (Friends
and Family Nisei Veterans) group. We’ll be joining in
with them again this year. Of course, we’ll also have our
own slot tournaments and our own hospitality room and a
combined banquet. All are invited, but we only have a few
seats left at a very special price. If you are interested or
have any questions, please call Ann Kabasawa at
781-8540 or e-mail at diverseinnov(@gmail.com. I can
email or mail you the registration form. We will be
getting together on Sunday, August 3™ at 10:30 a.m. at the
clubhouse to talk about the Mini Reunion. Hope all of you
can come!!!

Yokk
Green Thumb Club

It’s been several months since the Green Thumb Club last
met; hope your garden is doing well and thriving despite
the summer heat. Our next meeting will be on Saturday,
July 26, 11:00 a.m. in the Board Room. This will be a
“talk story” meeting and all are welcome to join.

ok
Collating News

IMPORTANT NOTE: THE NEXT COLLATING HAS
BEEN RESCHEDULED TO SUNDAY, JULY 27, 9:00
AM.

Mahalo to the following volunteers who helped with
collating the newsletter on Saturday, May 31: Naomi &
Atanacio Augustin, Nancy Arakaki, Velma & Dayne
Nakahara, Paul Nishida, Elsie Oshita, Arlene Sato,
Ralph & Yasuko Steensen, Michiko Takashige, Wayne
Takato, Dot & Glenn Tamashiro, Evelyn & Riki Tsuda,
Isami Yoshihara, and Marie & Ann Yoneshige. Many
thanks to Dot Tamashiro for picking up the Costco turkey
wraps and for donating the cookies and punch, to Velma
Nakahara for donating the grapes, and to Marie
Yoneshige for donating the watermelon.

Dayne Nakahara, grandson of
Toshikatsu ‘Joe’ Nakahara (B), has not
only been a regular collating volunteer for
the past four years but has also helped
with the annual grave decorating for the
past six years. He recently graduated
from Saint Louis High School and will be
attending Seattle University in the fall.
Congratulations Dayne! We will miss your youthful
energy and we wish you good luck!

The next collating will be on Sunday, July 27, 9:00am.

ook

Chapter News

Baker Chapter News
by Drusilla Tanaka

Due to another event scheduled for August 2, the August
Baker Chapter meeting will be held in a different location.
For information on the location of the meeting, please
contact any of the following: Evelyn Tsuda at 262-8285,
Drusilla Tanaka at 235-1343, or Bert Hamakado at
595-3958.

Aok

Charlie Chapter News
by Arlene Sato

At our meeting on Saturday, May 31, Warren Yamamoto,
Kazuto Shimizu, Skip Tomiyama, and Arlene Sato had
a discussion on how the club should prepare for the future.
There are many big expenses such as fixing the windows,
upgrading the electrical system, and installing a security
system, just to name a few. More involvement of the
descendants is needed.

We will be having a Brunch on Saturday, August 23, 10:00
a.m., at the Pagoda Floating Restaurant. They have a big
selection to please everyone from oatmeal, peanut butter
banana stuffed French toast, kimchee oxtail fried rice,
omelets and a lot more. Check out the menu on-line. Our
Chapter will subsidize the cost so the Charlie Chapter
families pay only $5/person, others pay full price.

Parking in the Pagoda garage (not the one next to Ross!)
is free. RSVP by calling Arlene at 387-1954.

Our next C Chapter meeting will be on Saturday, July 26,
10:00 a.m. Parking will be available at Ala Wai School.

yokok
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Headquarters Chapter News
by Janice Sakoda

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Melvin Inouye,
son of Shigeru and Fumi Inouye. The fact that we’re the
same age (60 years) made it especially sobering for me.
Our heartfelt condolences go to his wife, Robin; mother,
Fumi; and brother, Clinton.

I hear Dot Tamashiro has been under the weather for
two weeks but is slowly on her way to feeling better.
Like a ball gaining speed going downhill, I hope you’re
quickly feeling much better, Dot!

Please join us at our next Headquarters meeting on July
12 in the Boardroom/Education Resource Center.

Yokk
Rural Chapter News

by Tsurumi Hamasu

Ted Hamasu and Masaharu Saito presented a wreath
on behalf of veterans of the 100th Infantry Battalion and
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team at the 67th Annual
Veteran's Memorial Service at the Haleiwa War
Memorial on Sunday, May 25, 2014. The Waialua Lions
Club organized a fitting tribute to fallen soldiers from
the North Shore, including eight soldiers from the 100th
Battalion: Stanley Funai, Jerry Sadoyoshi Kuraoka,
Shigenori Nakama, Albert Y. Nozaki, Todashi
Nozaki, Hiroshi Suzuki, Joseph S. Takata, and Shiro
Togo. In addition to the presentation of wreaths, music

by the Waialua High & Intermediate School Band,
presentation of the colors by the U.S. Army Hawaii 25th
Infantry Division Color Guard, tributes by Beth Maurer-
Ward, Jake Ng, and James G.Y. Ho, and blessings by
Reverend Jeff Koji Ezaki of the Haleiwa Jodo Mission
set the stage for the presentation of leis. As each local
soldier's name was called, family, friends and Lions
Club representatives placed leis on the memorial. The
Haleiwa War Memorial honors forty-six men from
World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War who
lost their lives, fighting bravely for our freedom. Also in
attendance from the Rural Chapter were Kay Okimoto,
Trisha Okimoto and Tsurumi Hamasu.

zoaid

Honoring Veterans at the Haleiwa War Memorial
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In Appreciation

Thank you so much for the generous and thoughtful donations that were received between May 16,

2014 and June 15, 2014.

General Account

$100 Tokuji Yoshihashi, in memory of Stanley

[zumigawa

$500 Clayton Fujimoto, Clarice (Fujimoto) & Bobby
Yamaguchi in memory of their parents, Kunio &

Morran Fujimoto (and in honor of Kunio’s
birthday)

Anniversary Banquet

$100 Kay Takaezu

Puka Puka Parade

$250 Mr. & Mrs. Tommy (Barbara) Nishioka, in
memory of Kunio & Morran Fujimoto, Goro
Sumida, Naoji Yamagata, Monte Fujita, Kei
Yamaguchi, Mrs. Tokuichi Hayashi, Roy
Nakayama, and Jessie Nakayama

Our sincere apologies if any donations were
inadvertently omitted; kindly inform the HIBV
office at 946-0272. Mahalo!
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JULY 2014 Calendar of Events
Parade

EBOD Meeting Saturday, July 19, 8:30 a.m. S
BOARD Meeting Saturday, July 19, 9:30 a.m. W
ABLE Chapter SundaY? J uly 27, 8:30 a.m. The Puka Puka Parade is the official monthly newsletter
BAKER Chapter Saturday, July 5, 1:00 p.m. of the 100th 'Infantr'y Battalion foterans organization. and
CHARLIE Chapter Saturday, July 26, 10:00 a.m. . 1spublished eleven times a year.
The opinions expressed in the Puka Puka Parade are those
DOG Chapter To be announced of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect the
HQ /MEDICS Chapter Saturday, July 12, 10:00 a.m. position of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.
LONG RANGE PLANNING Saturday July 19.11:30 a.m Please send your articles, comments or questions about the
i > o Parade via email to pukaparade@gmail.com
GREEN THUMB Saturday, July 26, 11:00 a.m. 1t .
you do not have access to email, please contact the office
LINE DANCING Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. (no class on to discuss how best to submit content for the newsletter.
July 2) The deadline to submit articles for the
CRAFTS Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. August 2014 issue is
PUKA PUKA PARADE Collating on Sunday, July 27, 9:00 July 9, 2014.
am. 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
Dates and times subject to change. Please contact your Chapter 520 Kamoku Street
President, Committee Chair, or the Office for more information. Honolulu, HI 96826
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