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Congress of the United States
TWasyington, IBL 20515

June 16, 1999 .

The Honorable Madeleine Albright
Department of State

2201 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20523

Dear Madam Secretary:

We write out of concern for the safety and well-being of thirteen Iranian Jews, including the
Chief Rabbi of Shiraz and teachers and students at the local Jewish school, who were arbitrarily
arrested by the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the eve of the Jewish holiday of
Passover.

As you know, the Iranian government has a poor human rights record including a long history of
mistreating religious minorities. According to the State Department and internationally
recognized human rights organizations, such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International,
the Iranian government has committed human rights violations against several religious
minorities in Iran including the Baha’is, Sunni Muslims, Christians and Jews.

The 1998 Human Rights Report published by the State Department is extremely critical of the
Iranian government’s human rights record and mistreatment of religious minorities. The report
specifically states: “(Iranian) Government restricts citizens’ right to change their government.
Systematic abuses included extrajudicial killings and summary executions; disappearances;
widespread use of torture and other degrading treatment; harsh prison conditions; arbitrary arrest
and detention; lack of due process, unfair trials; infringement on citizens privacy; and restrictions
on freedom of speech, press, assembly, association, religion, and movement.”

As pointed out in the State Department’s Human Rights report in February, 1999, the Baha'i
community incurs the brunt of the religious persecution in Iran. The Baha'is have traditionally
been oppressed because they are considered heretical to Islam. Two Baha'is, Dhabihullah
Mahrami and Musa Talibi, were sentenced to death in 1996 for apostasy. On July 21, 1998, Iran
executed Ruhollah Ruhani, the first Bahai actually executed since 1992.

The Jewish Community, which has existed in Iran for over 2,500 years, has been victim of
persecution by the Iranian government. More than half of the Jews living in Iran have been
forced to flee from the country since the Islamic Revolution in 1979. In 1998, Iran executed a 60
year-old Jewish businessman, Rouhollah Kadkoda-Zadeh, for alleged spying for Israel. Human
Rights Watch reported that Kadkoda-Zadeh was hanged in prison without benefit of public
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charge or legal proceeding. We are concerned that the Iranian government may treat the tthteen
Iranian Jews with the same brutal disregard for human rights and due process.

Recently during the 55 session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, a U.S.-
led Resolution 1999/13 emphasized that although Iran is a party to the International Covenants
on Human Rights, it bas not fulfilled its obligations. The U.N. Special Representative on Human
Rights in Iran, Maurice Copithorne, reported on the high number of executions in Iran, cases of
torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment including stoning and public
executions, and the failure to meet international standards in the administration of justice.

Over the past two years, the Iranian government has promised to moderate its policies and
promote respect for the rule of law, including the elimination of arbitrary arrest and detention to
reform the legal and penitentiary system. However, the Iranian government has apparently
chosen to display their new found commitment to human rights by arbitrarily detaining and
arresting thirteen Iranian Jews without having charged them with a specific crime. The
detainees have also been denied the right to choose their own counsel or to consult family
members.

We know that you and President Clinton are committed to protecting and promoting human
rights and fundamental freedoms around the world. We urge you to undertake immediate efforts
to work-with our-allies to obtain the immediate release of the Iranian Jews and other minorities
who are unfairly imprisoned by the Iranian government. We also urge you to condemn in the
strongest terms the recent actions of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Sincerely,
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