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Suva; Fiji. Phone 23226 
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The Heritage Cover is printed by Swastika Printery Fhone 383664 

THIS MCNTH'S CCVER 

This month's cover shows one of the reproductions 

of contemporary art works from the Peoples 

Republic of China, to be exhibited at the Fiji 
Museum from 23rd to 28th March. 

The reproductions are of traditional brush 
painting, water colours, oils and engraving and 

includes New Year pictures. 

"Registered as a newspaper with the 

Permanent Secretary for Posts and Telecommunications" 
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MARINE ROOM 

Where there is interest and a "need to know", there learning 
will be. Although not quite proverbial in its intent, it 
certainly is axiomatic enough to be a universal for educators, 

Case in point: A marine environment display was set up 
during last years successful National Trust Sponsored Envi- 
ronment Exhibition at the Fiji Museum. I+ included several 
media devices from audio tapes through the gamut of visual 
techniques from photographs to slides and from Specimens to 
living material. One of the many highlights of the exhibition 
was the marine aquaria resplendent with Piji'ts exotice and 
"not so exotic" reef life. Having had sufficient time to 
establish a balance between the biological, chemical and 
physical elements that influence the "health" of a marine 
aquarium, the viewing public was treated to glimpses of the 
natural history of the reef that is usually reserved for 
observant divers and other marine creatures. 

School groups visited the exhibition in large numbers. An 
excess of 6000 Lami, Suva and Nausori students passed through, 
in and around the marine displays on their way to the main 
exhibition hall. As part of the Museum's expanding educa— 
tional service program, their staff made themselves avai- 
lable to each group as guides. A truly monumental effort 
when you consider that the exhibition lasted less than four 
weeks! As guides they were recipients of a variety of 
interesting and well thought out questions from the students. 
It's only when others provide the stimulus that we find out 
how much there really is left to learn about things taken 
for granted, This realization and the ensuing discussions 
was to be the embryo for the development of the ambitious 
undertaking that followed. Questions were raised and pon- 
dered. Is a museum the proper place for a more permanent 
exhibition of marine life? Can the museum afford to give 
any of its limited budget and space to such an unproven 
endeavour? Are the materials to build such a room available 
locally? Who would have the time, effort needed, interest 
and suitable background to undertake such a task? 

To all former questions the answer was, yes. It was not 
necessarily an emphatic yes, but one that rang of the opti- 
mism of "where there's a will there's a way". The answer 
to the latter came from obvious sources, Why not co-opt the 
Same agencies that set up the marine exhibition, The National 
Trust and The Environmental Advisers Office? 

In late October with the consént of the appropriate people 
the task was begun. What resulted and what will be open to 
the public in mid-March is the transformation of a dusty and 
cluttered storeroom into a small but "alive" centre for 
learning more about Fiji's marine resources. Aside from the 
day to day maintenance that is a must for any living exhibit, 
much will have to be done to insure that what is presented 
is suitable for public needs, interests and understanding, 



The room was meant to be more than simply an exposition of 
multi~hued fish and corals. The developmental objectives: 
that were set down dealt with the process of reef natural 
history rather than the exotic finished product. Encourage- 
ment will be given to observe the bchaviour of the animal 
life and its interaction with other plants and animals around 
them. Although the reef environment can never be replicated 
in such a small, "closed" aquarium system (one with internal 
circulation only), true pictures of the reef habitats can be 
presented with a representative sampling of the reefs around 
Suva. People will hopefully leave the exhibit with many old 
questions answered and at the sametime new ones developed. 
It will only be through this feedback and input that further 
work on improving the original can be accomplished. 

ach aquarium will have brief written descriptions accompany- 
ing it. Items such as what to look for and its history will 

| be included. School groups and other interested individuals 
will have the opportunity to delve deeper into the reef life 
and its natural history by reading the cyclostyled handout 

| Sheets that will be available from the education officer at 
the museum. A living exhibit can never be static. As reef- 
life unfolds its story in the aquaria and plants and animals 
fall prey to age, territoriality, predators and the ever 
ominous power failures, new material will be displayed. New 
questions will be posed and new written material produced, 
Depending.upon how closely one observes each aquarium and 
how serious is his "need to know", a visit to the Marine 
Room, developed by the National Trust for Fiji and the 
Environmental Advisers Office and sponsored by the Fiji Museum 
can be an interesting and worthwhile experience. 

National Trust for Fiji 

Consultant for National Trust 

Mr. Richard Dunlap of California, U.S.A. arrived: in Fiji 
on 25th January this year to take up the appointment of 
Consultant for establishment of parks and reserves in Fiji. 
His job entails building upon work already conducted by 
National Trust and to formulate detailed proposals for a 
system of terrestrial and marine conservation areas, with 
appropriate management policy, in order to assist the 
National Trust and the Government of Fiji to achieve 
certain Development Plan VII objectives. Costs for this 
project are shared between International Union for Conser- 
vation of Nature/World Wildlife Fund and National Trust, 
the former paying consultancy fees and travel and the Trust 
being responsible for all other expenses, 
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NATIONAL TRUST FOR FIJI 

eND ANNUAL GENERAL MERTING 

and 

OFFICIAL OPENING OF MARINE ROOM 

at 

The Fiji Museum 

on 

Monday, 20th March 1978 a= 8 pims 

Members of National Trust are requested to attend, 
All interested are welcome 

bie ont EES Secretary 
National Trust 

NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Enclosed is $1.00 (Adult) | 
$20.00 (Institutional) Membership fees 

50c. (Junior) for one year, 

Name Se? 8 OES ee Vee ee 6 ew ee VE 2 PS oe Ss OE Es ss 5 Se 

Postal Address ee ee ee ee ee ee eS ee ee 

Telephone No. ee 

Return to: The Secretary 
National Trust for Fiji 
P.Q. Box 2089, 
Government Buildings 
NUVAa . 

* On joining the Trust you become a subacriber to 
the 'Heritage', 
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FAREWELLS AT THE FIJI MUSEUM 

During the last two months the Fiji Museum said farewell to 
three of its staff. Mr Charles Hunt who had been Director 
since February 1975 left for Britain three weeks ago. 
The Fiji Museum will miss him especially Since he has gone 

a time wken so many of the projects he initiated are still 
c from completion, Under the cirectorship of Mr Hunt the 

Museum has seen many changes » both physical and the 

at 
£: 

Fiji 
pproach to its work, 
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With regard to the rearrangement of displays in the old gallery 
Mr Hunt was ably assissted by Mark Odegard who inspired many 
of the new styles of exhibition, 

Mark Odegard from Minnesota who came as a Peace CorpSVolunteer 
returned home in the middle of January, 

Mrs Bronwyn Hay, who as a volunteer worker, catalogued our 
library holdings has now returned home to Australia with her 
husband at the end of their contract, 

MUSEUM VISITORS 

Dr Simon Kooijman : Assistant Director, Rijiksmuseum voor 
Volkenkunde , Leiden, The Netherlands, 

Dr Kooijman who filmed the making of masi (tapa cloth) on Moce 
Island spent several days at the museum curing his fortnight 
stay in Suva. 

Mr Ernest Dodge: Director, Peabody Museum, Salem, Mass. 

Mr Dodge delivered two public lectures at the Fiji Museum 
during his short stay in Suva. As Boston was the port for 
whalers, and traders of the nineteenth century ~ rich 
collections from different parts of the world found their way 
in whaling and trading boats to Salem. Amongst the Peabody 
Museum collections are about a thousand Fijian pieces, The 
rarest Fijian item in their collections ia a unique two-towered 
model of a temple made of sinnet. 

- Fiji Museun,. 
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PURCHASING TRADITIONAL FIJIAN HANDCRAFT 

Orders for traditional Fijian handcraft may be placed with the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industries. The Department’ Hand~ 

craft Marketing Officer, Stephanie Cdegard (ph. 211629), -is 

working directly with producers of masi, tanoa, baskets, oil 

bowls, trays, clubs and magimagi in the traditional craft 

producing islands setting up better marketing channels for 

these people. 

Because of this selective type of marketing with emphasis on 

the traditional artform itself, the quality of these crafts 

is quite high. Requests for the reproduction of museum pieces 

will be met if it can possibly be arranged. 

Because of tne increasing interzst that has been shown in the 

arca of traditional work, the-interest of the villagers hss 

been stimulated to produce traditional, quality items. Costing 

has been worked out with the producers until a price structure 

has been reached that is not only satisfying to the producer 

but one which the market seems to be able to bear quite well. 

In almost all cases the villagers have been paid on the spot 

for their work and the product is sold at cost or with a mark 

~ There is a mark up placed on the product in order to cover 

transportation expenses, and to keep the business running. 

The purpose of this marketing is to improve the: 

1. income at. the village level, 

2. improve and maintain the finest quality crafts that can 

ba-made: din Fiji, and 

3, to stimulate outside interest in the traditions of Fiji 

so that the first two points will happen. 

Any marketing channels that will directly benefit the villagers 

who produce the crafts will be facilitated by Stephanie Odegard, 

HANDCRAFT EXCHANGE 

An exchange of fine handcraft has been arranged between the 

Solomon Islands Cultural Association and the Fiji Craft 

Association. Each organisation sent the other about 100 pieces 

of craft work both traditional and contemporary. 

Included in the Solomon Is. exhibition are ceremonial food 

bowls, bamboo panpipes, a woven ornamental comb, canoe prow 

ornaments, a traditional fish float and club and jewellery 

made from shell currency. 

These traditional forms of craft are contrasted by elegant 

modern shell costume jewellery and wooden bowls adapted to 

suit the present market. Fine woven bags attract comment from 

Fijian weavers who traditionally wove fine mats but did not 

generally put as much effort into the making of baskets. The 

Fiji Craft Association is arranging for the exhibition to be 

shown in the Fiji Arts Council office Gntil 10th .March,.at 

¢he U.S.P..Library from 13th to 17th and at the Western Regional 

library from the 20th for 2 wecks. 

If you are interested in traditional craft of the Pacific or 

are a practising craftsman yourself, the exhibition should not 

be missed. 
a ee miami a 
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LECTURES ON THEATRE FPRODUCTICN AND MAN AGEMENT 

Members of the public are welcome to attend this series of 

lectures being organised by the Fiji Arts Club and the Fij3 

Arts Coumeii. 

The lectures will be held in the Flayhouse, Selbourne Street, 

Suva between 5 and 6pm each wednesday beginning the 22nd 

March. The lectures are free and notes will be available to 

those attending. 

It is also intended that visits be arranged to the main halls 

in Suva so that participants can see the facilities available 

and be instructed in their propper use. 

The programme is: 

Marth 22 Introduction : 

Budgeting -~ Andrew Herbert 

29 Producing -~ Doug McKeating 

April 5 House Management -~ « Raipo Atkinson 

12 Stage Management - Andrew Herbert 

19 Set and Stage Design - George King 

26 Lighting -~ Andrian Atkinson 

May 3 yet to be confirmed 

10 Stage make up - Brenda Knuckey 

17 yet to be confirmed 

24 Wind up session 

It is hoped to include stage craft costumes, properties 

and publicity. 

U.S.P. EXTENSICN SS2VICES IN CCNTINUING @DUCATICN 

French Classes 

Commences 
March 6 For Beginners 1 Twice weekly between 5.30 and 

7.30pm plus one now in language 

laboratory. 

March 7 For Beginners 2 Twice weekly between 5.30 and 

7.30pm 

March 10 Intermediate Cnce weekly between 5.30 and 

7.30pm 

March 9 Advanced Cnce weekly between 5.30 and 

7.30pm 

March 11 For Beginners Saturday class from 9am - 12md. 

CHANGE OF TUTOR IN VCCAL MUSIC AT INDIAN CULTURAL CBNIRE 

Dr. B.V. Patiker vocal music tutor at the Indian Cultural 

Centre left Fiji in January after serving there for two years. 

Dr.Patiker has returned to Benares Hindu University: to-bis 

former post, , 

His successor will be Dr. B.K. Chatterji who will arrive in 

Fiji early in March. 



AT THE FIJI ARTS COUNCIL PREMISES 

"NAIFS OF FIJI" = a Group Exhibition by Local Painters at Arts 
Council office. 

Until very recently, the naif, or "primitive" type of painter 
was seldom seen and certainly not recognised. Art exhibitions 
held in Suva and Lautoka featured mainly the work of expatriate 
artists and an academic style prevailed. This tradition 
tended to give Fijian people the impression that painting was 
a Eurovean skill; they might admire the paintings but even if 
they did, they did not personally identify with this as an 
artistic expression. Tourists in any case looked for tapa and 
basket work as examples of Fijian craftsmanship and there 
seeme:) to be no point in would-be painters exploring their 
potential as picture-makers. 

In the Western art world, however, a strong trend towards 
"unspoiled" or naif art has developed, with works of this genre 
finding ready buyers amongst the more knowledgable collectors. 
The txend reflects in part a rejection of the over-sophisticated, 
over-priced and often distorted art forms which had gained 
predominance in the Western world. The search for simple 
values led to a re-assessment of unschooled art and from this 
a new respect for the naifs had grown, Their decorative worth 
also frequently finds favour with interior decorators because 
the simple, colourful naif works can look surprisingly chic 
when enhanced by a good quality, modern frame. This is, 
perhaps, a useful yardstick whereby one can distinguish between 
indifferent amateurism and the genuine, well executed naif. 

The Fiji Arts Council will be showing exclusively naif 
paintings by local artists in their office exhibition from 10th 
March to the end of the month. It is felt that to be seen to 
best effect, this type of painting needs to be shown as a 

special category. Some of the works have been shown at the 
1977 National Art Exhibition, but most of them are of more 
recent origin. As the collection is quite large, the works will 

be rotated and any painting sold may be taken by the buyer 
on the spot. Prices are most reasonable and most of the works 
on display may be bought either framed or unframed. It may be 
interesting to know something of the artists who will be 
exhibiting their work in this show. 

AMRIT LAL is a tailor by trade and his paintings show 
considerable influence of the cutter's technique. Shapes like 
pattern pieces appear to him as segments of landscapes, colours 
co-ordinate and frequently birds and lilies highlight the scene 
like embroidered motifs. In a number of his works there is 
obvious reference to his earlier sojourn as a devotee of the 
Mother at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram in Pondicherry. Although 
his brushwork is still somewhat unskilled, there is a definite 
continuity and progress to be seen in his work since he 
started painting two years ago. 

JGYCE HOUNG LEE is a busy housewife and mother who, with the 
encouragement of her husband and schocl-going children, has 
produced a steady stream of oil paintings, mainly landscapes, 

over the past two years. Her work proved especially popular 
at the Saturday art shows which were held over a period of 
some months on the Morris Hedstrom.cclonnade last year. 



The family spend some of their free time on the coast near 

Deuba, for Bert Houng Lee is a very keen fisherman, and this 

has given the family artist frequent opportunity to observe 

and paint beach scenes. At present Joyce Houng Lee's 

paintings are fairly small sized - possibly a reflection of 

her modest assessment of their worth - and it will be 

interesting to see if she may gradually feel encouraged to 

paint larger, more time consuming works. 

CILA PUA could well be a significant figure in the South 

Pacifit-eet enene and it is & pity that there 16 "ot more of 

his work to be seen than the few in this exhibition. ..His 

painting times are limited by the long hours needed to tend 

to his vegetable patch, to go fishing and to do carpentry 

and he has not yet realized the potential for painting as an 

actual form of employment. Considering his unusual natural 

talent for painting (which might well be subdued rather than 

encouraged by formal training) one can only hope that 

exhibition, such as this may urge him on to a greater output. 

LIVIA works as a housegirl and her exhuberant personality 

and her love for plants can at once be seen in her paintings. 

Ferhaps the most primitive of the works on display, Livia's 

views of the village might well perplex the academically 

minded viewer. Purple roofs on the bure, flowers growing by 

the hundsed #housand in any available corner - is this a 

childish delight in bright coloured nonsense or is it an 

adult's individual flight of fant sy? fhe enigma of Naif 

painting is essentially thus. 

YUSSUF stands apart as a painter - even though each of the 

artists on view has a truly individual style and approach. 

Rejecting every short cut, ignoring almost entirely any 

technical advice from others he has somehow produced a large 

number of quite extraordinary works. Fortunately the over- 

bright colours of his earliest paintings have gradually evolved 

into an immediately recognizable individual style where 

colour is a controlled force. His style is redolent of 

Islamic tradition - each flower petal set into place like a 

jewelled mosaic and with not a figure of man, animal or bird 

in sight. When he paints the Coral Coast, it is coral and 

when the sun goes down it's fireworks. 

NEW MURAL IN NADI HOTEL 

After the devastating fire at the Mocambo Hotel a few weeks 

ago, a rapid conversion of the office space into a disco 

lounge was made. The theme for the decor is the local industry 

The spotlit feature at night is a 16 x 6 feet mural by local 

artist Loma Livingston. The Lautoka mill from the manager's 

office to the wharf area is depicted in a representational 

manner in oils. 

Loma's colours are truly the "western" ealiours of Fiji, the 

various greens of the vaivai and baka trees, the royal and 

coconut palms contrast with the earth colours. The mill brings 

ain blue greys of the sugar floors, silver of the molasses 

tanks and the black chimney. Othef murals painted by Loma 

are in the Fiji Museum and the Native Land Trust Board Building. 

— apna EET pa capes a gigi 



WATCH FOR THESE FILMS 

1. 

Zo 

"The Sailor who fell from grace with the sea" starring 

Sarah Miles and Kris Kristofferson. This is based on a 

good best selling book of the same name. 
"The Alice Codper show: Welcome to my nightmare", This is 
billed as the most impressive theatrical rock film ever 
mounted. It features 14 songs by Alice Cooper. 

"Nickelodeon". <A story, starring Ryan O'Neal, Burt Reynolds 
and Tatum C'Neal, shich shows the growth in popularity of 

Silent films, 
"Bugsy Malone''. This is a ganster musical set in New York 
in 1929. It is .a-worid.with.no adults... The entire-tilm 

is acted by children with an average age of 12 years. 

Heritage Subscription Form 

Published monthly by the National Trust for Fiji, The Fiji 
Museum and the Fiji Arts Council to keep you informed of 
events and news concerning art, cultural and environmental 

matters 1n.Fiji. 

Enclosed is $1.00 being my subscription to Heritage for 
one year. 
(Please make cheques payable to Heritage) 

Name QOareseseneese@e4nvroetoeeeeoenmeoseet eee_eeoeeneeoeeweeteesnseeee 

Postal Address ®@#eeesececVeoeoenwenwneeeevese eee eeeerereeee ee emewmemhUc rhc OmUUh HU HUH 

eoecevwvnewvrenveenrerveveseeeeeeeevoensne eeeeseoete 

eoocove@ouaneveeveevenvneweeseeseveev, oe eas ov enone neeee & 

Telephone eoaeoeeenvraeneeoeonseroaevenvnoe eee oan eonenmevneee ee Coe © 

Return to The.Fija-Axts Council;or 
The Fiji Museum 

Postal Address:Heritage 
Box 2432 
Government Buildings 

Suva. 
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COMING EVENTS - March, 1978 

Exhibition of Solomon Islands handcraft at 

Fiyi “Arts Council office ; Pacific.Arcade - 

Arranged by Fiji Craft Association. (This 

exhibition will be shown at the Western 

Regional Library later in the month). 

Guard Change - Government House gates l2md. 

Society for the promotion of Hinduism 

celebrates "Shiva - Ratri'' with a dance drama 

at Suva Civic Auditorium 8pm. Tickets $2.00 

and $1.00 available at door and also at 

Indian Cultural Centre. 

Lautoka Musical Listening 1st Monday of each 

month. Ring Judy Livingston 62968 for details. 

Fiji Horticultural Society meeting 8pm in 

The Professional Centre - Corner Devoux and 

Berry Road. speaker Mr. Sundarson on Micro- 

propogation. 

Exhibition of Painting by Jill Bentley at 

Fiji Museum. 

Fiji Economics Association meeting in the 

Directors! Room of the Union Club (opposite 

Government Printers) Kimberly St. 
David Maynard, Economics Professor of U.S.P. 

will speak on problems of inflation and 

unemployment. Wo press. 

Fiji Arts Club Photography Section. Lecture 

on using your camera. 8pm at Wesleyan Church 

Hall, Butt St., Suva. Phone Charles Cheng 
at 23087 for further details. 

Fiji Arts Club production. "The Yeomen of 

the Guard" by Gilbert & Sullivan. Starts 

7.30pm at the Playhouse. Tickets available 

from the Mainstream Record Shop, 18 Pacific 

Arcade. 

Exhibition of "Naifs of Fiji". Group 

exhibition of local painters at Fiji Arts 
Council .office. 

Fiji Arts Club Playreading of "Count Dracula" 

by Ted Tiller. At 8pm at the home of Betty 

Reid, Government Qtrs. 19, Allardyce Rd., The 
Domain. Phone 25274 for further details, 

ALL WELCOME. 

Children's Festival at Suva Civic Auditorium 

3pm organised by Indian Cultural Centre. 
Plays and dances by the children from the 
Indian Cultural Centre and local schools. 
fancy dress competition in which any child 
may participate. Details from Indian Cultural 
Centre - phone 25881 or 25882. 
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Monday i3th to U.S.P. Library Exhibition of Solomon Islands 
Friday 27th handcraft - Fiji Craft Association. 

Monday 20th National Trust of Fiji - Annual General 

Meeting at Fiji Museug Spm. Official opening 

of. Marine Room. 

Monday 20th to Western Regional Library Exhibition of 
Friday 31st Solomon Islands handcraft - Fiji Craft il 

Association. Hy 

Thursday 23rd Fiji Craft Association - monthly meeting tl 
8pm at Fiji Museum 

Thursday 23rd to Exhibition of Prints from Peoples Republic 

Tuesday 28th of China at Fiji Museum. 

Friday 31st : Beating the Retreat at Queen Elizabeth i 
Barracks, | 

End of March Start of Creative Dance Group at- Fiji Arts | 

Club, for young adults. Phone Brenda i 

Knuckey at 22963 for further details. i 
i ih 

Sunday 2nd April Fiji Arts Club Music Section. Musical 
Listening at the home of Zelda and Howard 
Plummer, 10 Barton Place, (Govt. Qtrs 146), 
The Domain. Phone 25767. ALL WELCOME. 
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April 20th-29th Fiji Arts Club production. "The Matchmaker" 
by Thornton Wilder. Those interested in 
helping with this production please phone the 
Production Secretary, Nina Herbert at 311423, 

Aprii 28th Exhibition of local handcraft and sewing by : 

women at Sogosogo Vakamarama Centre, Nabua 2pm. Hal) 

April 26 ° Fiji Philatelic Society stamp auction 8pm. Hi 

May 1 - 19 Four Fiji Artists exhibition of work by 
Joe Tuwai, Tupou Nakete, Liebling Marlow i, 

and Lou Cottage. | 

s a i | 

i 
June 4th Conservation exhibition by National Trust | 

October National Art Exhibition. Hi 
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