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MEMO

To: Foreign Policy/Human Rights LAs

From: Craig Powers, Office of Congresswoman Morella
Subject: Gerardi/Guatemala letter

Date: July 15, 1998

Attached is a copy, translated into English by CRS, of President Arzu’s response to the
letter which your boss signed.

If you’d prefer a copy of the original, in Spanish, let me know.

Thanks again for your support on this issue.
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THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA

P-06-98-2 1
29 June 199%

Honorable Members
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable Representatives:

I have read with great interest your letter of 15 June 1998, and I should tell you that 1
share: your concerns and T am grateful for the efforts at balance vou show in commenting on the
situation in my country, and also for the assessments you have made of my Government’s
achicvements with regard to peace and development

Signing the final peace accords and achieving peace in Guatemala has been the major goal
of my administration, we are aware that without peace and national reconciliation, solid,

sustzinable, and equitable progress with regard to the well-being of the population cannot be
attaied.

The tragic death of Monsignor Juan Jose Gerardi Conedera has caused us great

consternation and still casts a shadow over our peace process and the new Guatemala that 1s
emerging from it, because we have still not been able to solve that execrable crime

I want to tell you, however, that we have dedicated our finest resources to clearing up the
murcler. endeavoring to identify the perpetrators and the masterminds.

As soon as the crime was discovered, | constituted a High Level Commission comprised
of the Ministers of Foreign Relations and Government, the Private Secretary of the Presidency,

and ~he Chairwoman of the Presidential Cornmission on Human Rights (COPREDEH), and we
invitzd
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the Episcopal Conference of Guatemala and the Office of Human Rights of the Archbishopric
(ODHA) to participate and name delegates of their choice.

The purpose of this Commission is to join in the investigation, contributing opinions and
suggestions, and ensuring that all leads are properly followed and all theories explored, regardless
of who may be affected or involved. Regrettably, both the Episcopal Conference and the ODHA
declined the invitation to participate on that Commission. Nevertheless, through it we have
mair tained regular contact with both organizations.

The investigation of this brutal assassination has been particularly complex. We have had,
fromr the beginning, the invaluable assistance of the FBI, and at this time we are anxiously
awaiting the results of the laboratory tests they conducted, which will surely enrich the store of
information about the crime scene.

As you know. the events occurred in the parish house of the Church of San Sebastian, and
there: are no witnesses. The only witness testimony we have is that provided by two individuals
who saw someone leave the parish house. On the basis of their information we developed a robot

photograph and arrested two individuals whose features matched that photo. One of them was
partially identified by the witnesses, but the other was not. At present just one person. the one
who was partially 1dentified by the witnesses, is detained.

The individuals who were in the parish house at the time of the crime, according to their
statements, were not aware that anything had occurred. and Father Mario Orantes only learned of
the Monsignor's assassination two hours after the fact, when he discovered his lifeless body.
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. Both the Office of the Attorney General and the National Civil Police are pursuing the
investigation without respite. As for the Executive Branch, I can tell you that the course of the
investigation is being monitored daily, and I am personally involved in this process.
Approximately 150 members of the National Civil Police, our best investigators among them, are
worling on the case around the clock Also, we are coordinating with the United Nations Mission
for Verification of Human Rights in Guatemala (MINUGUA,) to share results and opinions,
correct deficiencies, and explore all hypotheses that have any basis for examination.

We have also provided protection to those who feel threatened in one way or another, and
we have been successful in clearing up the source of anonymous threats to various people
Unfertunately, we have reason to believe that this crime bas been exploited by groups or

individuals who want to create an atmosphere of instability and fear, and who have been assisted
by these circumstances.

In addition, we are taking due note of the statements of individuals or organizations that
say tney know the identity of the pPerpetrators or suggest possible leads; however to date. none of
this information has been confirmed by an identifiabie source, since it is a question of anonymous

cominunications or witnesses who demand complete anonymity so they will not have to testify
before competent authorities or have any relationship with them.

Despite these serious limitations. we are confident that the investigation will be successful
My Government is fully aware of the paramount importance of clearing up this case, for the
national and international communities and for the Government itself Be assured that we will

spare. no effort, and we know very well what this means in terms of the great objective of fighting
impunity .
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We agree with you that, besides solving the crime, the best way to honor Monsignor
Gerardi's memory is by maintaining a firm commitment to fully implementing the peace accords.

You enumerate various factors that are extremely important for the development of our
democratic life, and I reaffirm to you my commitment and accountability with regard to each of
them and with regard to the current circumstances described below:

For the Constitutional Reforms, our commitment to carry them out and respect them is
firm In fact, the general reform proposal has already been sent to the Congress of the Republic by
the Executive Branch for its consideration and approval, subject to the required Referendum This
is a common and unavoidable procedure. [t is my Government’s responsibility to follow up and
promote the mandates contained in the Peace Accords, as we have been doing to date.

Regarding Citizen Security, we have completely reorganized the security forces, creating
the National Civil Police, which has had very significant achievements - but this does not mean I
am satisfied with them. We know perfectly well that some shortcomings remain and that the
depl >yment of the new civil security force is not completed. but we are working hard to meet our
remeaning goals.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you for the technical assistance the United States of
America has provided us in connection with professionalizing the National Civil Police; I hope
your strong support will continue as it has to date.
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Economic conditions are not just vital for the well-being of all Guatemalans, but crucial
for czrrying out the structural reforms we have undertaken. This is the reason we have made this
matter a priority for my Government. This is why we are using the sustained increase in tax
rever.ues to financc public investment, which has been lagging for many years. And we are doing
this mainly in the most neglected rural regions in the country, with special emphasis on health.
education, and basic productive infrastructure.

We are well aware that we Guatemalans should be the principal actors when it comes to
determining our future; therefore, we will continue to strengthen the federal tax system and look
to the international community for support -- which, for the moment is very timely -- only as a
temp >rary supplement. I will be grateful for all your efforts in ensuring they continue to support
us in the change processes we have begun

The Government is aware of the extreme importance of the work of the Historical
Clari;ication Commission as an integral part of the national conciliation process in Guatemala, it is
for this reason that we have supported it, including providing financial backing, and we will
contiaue to do so to the extent we are able The Commission’s life has been extended to permit it

to delve more deeply into the important work it is carrying out. For my part, I can give you every
guarantee that my Government is fully ready to cooperate with the Commission.

1 hope the above has made i clear that the Government has tried hard. during the last 30
months, to ensure that human rights are an essential and permanent part of Guatemalan society. 1
will rot attempt to deny that problems still persist, but with the firm will of all. we are moving
forward along the best path to achieving the nation we have always dreamed of
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T thank you for your strong support during these two and a half years of quest and
achicvement. In this process, initiated in 1996, it is important to take into account that the basis
has teen established for a better future, in which Guatemalan society will become the promoter,
protugonist, and protector of its own destiny.

Respectfully,
[signature] illegible

Alvaro Arzu

President

Republic of Guatemala
[seal]
Republic of Guatemala
The President

AA ; fillegible]

Translated by Wendy Gniswold at the request of the Congressional Research Service, 10 July 1998




