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Gr::tings to you all:

As you all know wg arg meking a great offort to incrsase the cconomy of
ths islands through sxports. L b

Qur fish pen program will bs one of our most‘importaht oxports. To maks
this possibl: it is nccessary that the fish bs picked up by a refrigerated -
vasssle 4t the time of Captain Pior's visit I was sure that we had the nscassary
vesssle Howsver, he did not feel that we would be in a position to produce snough
fish to mak: the voyage pay. Now, howaver, thers is another smaller vessel baing
outfitted in Guam which might be used for this purpess. I had intended to go to
Guam at oncs to conf.r with ths owners but am dslay.d until after thg High
Commissioner's party leaves. I hope that the peopl: of the Ponap: District will
not bz discouraged at the difficultics involvad in obtaining the rofrigerated
transportation, sventually we will have that transportation. This vssssl can-
not only haul fish but ean also haul producs, if the markst in Guam and the
transportation costs will pormit it. :

Bufors the nuxt fisld trip I oxpsct to have all the information nscessary
to cither go ahsad with our plens, at a spacificd date, or to delay thom until
vie have 2 spseific date for the arrival of a rofrigerated vessel at the various
islands of ths Ponaps District.

In th: last ysar and a half we have made much satisfying progress along
thuse lings and we hope that it will not toke much longsr to have regular reofor
ship service from Ponaps District to Guam, 2

: ' Your District administrator,
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Whon ths Ponape Island Congress opened its fall session on 22 S¢pi§ibsr, 2.
Hodges, the District administrator, gove the following addr:ss:

nilsmbers of ths Noblss! House and .ismbors of ths Puoples! House I welcom: you
to the Fall 195k session of the Ponaps Congress. I would like to call ;rour
attintion to the prograess we have mad: toward our many goals:

I will bugin with the Land Situation which is.ths basis of our pr:sint
sconomy. By Dgcumbsr 31st of this year 957 of th: peopls of Ponape District will
be on their own land whathor it ba German title or United Statses homsstiad. Then
will begin our cra of prids of owncrship, developmont, and production.

Tn the fisld of mudicine we havg built a new isolation viard end vary shortly
= no x-rey building vill be in oporation, 4 new Nursing School undor Hiss
Ingrem assisted by liiss Sadler is in opgeration, Tha dispensarigs in the muni-
cipalitiss ere being improved. The hualth aids ars being brought into the
hospital for more training.

Ths Intermediats School is mow staffad and opsratsd by Ponapsans. Vg
nave onrollad more students then wie have the funds to support. Y.z hope that.the
municipalitiss will make ¢nough food donations to cover the deficit. Thuse doys
sducation is important. I hope all districts rooliz: that sducation for their
ehildren means 2 better 1ifs for sveryona. The sducation Department continuas to
troin the tucehurs so that thoy can give the best instruction to your childr:n,







