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FROM: Ponape Island Affairs Offica to ths People of the Ponape District 

e Vol. 2 Now 6 Kolonia, Ponape, “Caroline Islands 
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MaSSAG ; FROM THs DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR | Ff 

Greetings to you all: : 

& As you all know We are making a erzgat effort to incrzase the economy of 

the islands through exports. : 

Our fish pen program will be one of our most important exports. To make 

this possible it is necessary that the fish bs picked up by a refrigerated - 

vassele At the time of Captain Pier's visit I was sure that we had the necessary 

vessel. However, he did not feel that we would be in a position to produce enough 

& fish to make the voyage pay. Now, hovever, there is another smaller vessel being 

outfitted in Guam which might be used for this purpose. I had intended to go to 

Guam at oncs to confer with the owners but am delayed until after the Migh 

Commissioner's party leaves. I hope that the people of the Ponaps District will 

not be discouraged at the difficulties involved in obtaining the refrigerated 

transportation. Jventually we will have hat transportation. This vessel can- 

© not only haul fish but ean also haul produce, if ths market in Guam and th. . 

transportation costs will ‘psrmit it. : 2 | 

Bofors the next field trip I expect to have all ths information necessary 

to either go ahzad with our plans, at a specified datz, or to delay thom until 

vg have a speeific date for the arrival of a refrigerated vesssl at the various 

islands of the Ponepg District. | | 

€ In the last year and a half we have mad much satisfying progress along 

these lines and wz hope that it will not teks much longer to have regular reefer 

ship service from Ponaps District to Guam, ; : 
Your District Administrator, © 
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When thes Ponape Island Congress opyned its fall session on 22 Septmnber, je 

Hedges, the District administrator, gave ths following address: 

& "ifymbers of the Nobles! House and iismbers of the Pzoples! House I welcom: you 

to the Fall 195) session of the Ponaps Congress. I would like to call your 

attention to the progress wz have mads toward our many goals: 

I will begin with the Land Situation which is.the basis of our present 

economy. By Decumber 3lst of this yzar 95% of ths people of Ponape District will 

be on their own land whether it bs German title or United Statss homestead. Then 

@ will begin our era of pride of ownership, development, and production. 

In the fisld of madicing we have built a now isolation ward and very shortly 

2 new x-ray building vill be in operation, A new Nursing School under Miss 

Ingram assisted by iiiss Sadler is in operation, The dispensaries in the muni- 

cipalitizs ere being improved. The health aids are being brought into the 

hospital for more training. 

® The Intermediates School is now staffed and operated by Ponapsans. Ve 

have enrolled more students then we have the funds to support. Vie hope that.the 

municipalities will mak; enough food donations to cover the deficit. These doys 

Dee sducation is important. I hope all districts realizs thet education for their 

Vust ehildren means 2 better lifs for everyone. The sducation Department continues to 

train the teachers so that they can give the best instruction to your children. 

 



  

Duc to lack of funds it was necessary to discontinus the expansion of the 

“ecclanim Plantation. Now the Plantation must support itself from th, sale of 

copra. The balance of this plantation will be opened to homustvading. 

Our ovm Ponapgan Congress has progressed a long way toward ssif government. sd 

Congressmen consult with their people and convey the will of ths majority at 

the sessions. You have passed several wise resolutions that have become district 

laws. Let mg give you a word of caution. Only work on lavs that ars Vital to 

the welfare of Ponape. Never pass a resolution that is impossibly to enforces. 

The Government of the municipalitizs is rapidly improving. Councils represent~ 

ing the psople have been slected to assist and advise ths Chief Magistrate and 

the Nenmarki. Municipal public works has bezn organized. Work on offica, 

schools, dispensaries, roads, bridges, paths, end docks has been started. 

Commercial development, whils slower than We had hoped, is steadily progress- 

ing. In 195 fiscal year 88,000 pounds of fish vere frozen and exported. This 

dogs not includs the fish sold locally. The first export shipment of salt fish e 

has just beun sent to Guam. Fish pens in the outer islands have been built. 

When Ponape people hava finished their pens and the reefer ship is obtained, 

this industry will go far. Our first export shipment of pork was sent to Guam. 

Pigs do well in Ponape, I expect pork to easily develop into on; of our major 

exports. 

We have just received a shipment of pure blood pigs from Japan. They are e 

now available at the agricultural Station to everyons for breeding purposes. 

Our Palikar cattl; pasture hes begn in successful operation for many months. 

4 shipment of pure blood Brahman-crossed bulls have bsen received and distri- 

buted. Very soon one of these bulls will be sent to the Palikar pasture. Purse 

ploods will be. available for breeding purposes at the agricultural Station. 

A faw years from now cacao will be ong of our principal exports. 50,000 & 

seeds and seedlings have bsen distributed in the last year. World rgknown 

cacoo experts agree that Ponape has a natural climate for cacao. Vegetable 

~ =etion is increasing but it is still far below the demand. It is oncoureag- 

jig to know that the successful vegetable store sells more vegetables to 

Ponapeans than to the emericans. Now that Not and Palikar arg both producing, 

I expect this business to davelop exports to Majuro, Truk, and ships. The & 

igricultural Station is continually experimenting with good grasses and spice 

plants. The Fiji imported plants are doing well. 

You can see by this message that Ponape has a great futurs. Together we 

will develop it......Kasclehlis." 
‘ JH REEUHAHEE 

TH: COOP.RLTIVs HAS NOW B.GUN TO HiNDL.s YOUR COPRA IN PONAPs DISTRICT. I.T.C. 

WILL LuaVg PONAPs BY TH; ND OF THs YuaR. THs COOP_RATIV NwuDS YOUR 50¢ Park 

BAG CAPITAL FUNDS 
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+ PONAP3 ISLAND CONGR.SS MuTS 

The Ponapz Island Congress met in joint session on Suptember 22. After & 

graztings from the District administrator {published elsewhere in this paper) 

the Island Affairs Officer revigwed the two items on the congress agenda. The 

first covers tax on trochus and the second is the most important pisces of work 

that Congress may over be asked to consider. This is the drafting of suggestions 

for a basic land law for Ponape Island, covering disposition of land to include 

inheritances and wills. The two congress housss mot separately for discussions & 

on the 23rd, the 2th and the 25th after which they recessed until October 6. ile 

hopyg to give you a full aécount of this important fall sassion of congress 

after it adjourns. 

| Tha Soupeidi members were in good attsndancg. The following congressmen 

attended this most important session in tha Peoples! House: 

Martin C. of Not Ikinas of U Rensper of Matalanim ® 

Dohnis of Not Damian of U Takeshi H. of iiataLanim 

“somas of Not Iohkop of U ~  Ysinari of Matalanim 

Kiosi §. of U 

ilperdo of Kiti Paulus of Jokaj 

Alfred S. of Kiti | Iokapus of Joka) 
Gorge of Jokaj @ 

Carl Kohler of Kolonia, Chairman of House jsrvrin of Jokaj 

IS THz Naty OF YOUR sLyCTuD GONGR.SSLN LISTJD IN THy ABOVs GROUP OF 

RPR.S.NTATIVSS WHO ATTANDD THIS IMPORTANT SSSION? IF NOT, YOU Wsks NOT 

RPRISANTD LT CONGRsSS AND YOUR DuSIR.S AND WISHIS W224 NOT SDs KNOWN, WHY 

DID NOT YOUR CONGRsSSMAN ATTuND CONGRSS TO RgPRS AIT YOU??? THs MAN YOU 

SLC? TO RuPR.S.NT YOU MUST By PRuSANT AT 4 CONGR.SS MssTING IF YOUR WISHS ad 

ARs TO By HsARDL 
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