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CELEBRATING THE NEW YEAR AT
OUR STORYTELLING SHINNEN ENKAI

On Saturday, January 18, 2020, the 100th Club
welcomed in the New Year with our first event of
2020, our Storytelling Shinnen Enkai with renown
storyteller ALTON TAKIYAMA CHUNG. A crowd
of about 50 people including 100th President ANN
KABASAWA, 100th “First Man” CLYDE
SUGIMOTO, Descendants Chapter Representative
GARY HAYAKAWA, MATT MATSUNAGA and
his wife, ERIN CHISOLM MATSUNAGA enjoyed
Alton’s animated and emotionally powerful
performances of three of his pieces about the Japanese
American experience in Hawaii. As always, Alton put
his heart and soul into every word and only took one
short break during the hours of storytelling.

Alton’s first piece was Heroes which told the
gripping tale of the 100th and 442nd. He truly became
one of the AJA soldiers and as you listened to him,
you felt like you were right there in the heat of battle.
Many people (including President Ann and I) had tears
in our eyes as Alton spoke of the pain of losing a fallen
comrade and returning home a different person due to
the horrors of war. Having had the privilege of
speaking to many of our 100th veterans about their
wartime experiences, Alton’s words were spot on and
made me feel like I was once again, “talking story”
with our boys.

Alton’s second performance was Spark
Matsunaga: Warrior Poet about Hawaii Senator and
100th veteran (Dog Company), the late SPARK
MASAYUKI MATSUNAGA. This was the second
time that Alton had performed the piece at the
Clubhouse and again, it felt as though Sparky was
standing on stage right in front of our eyes. After the

performance, an audience member asked Alton how
he felt performing a story about Sparky in front of his
family and asked Matt Matsunaga how he felt
watching someone “become” his famous father. To
see how both of them answered, go to the 100th
Infantry Battalion Veterans aka Club 100 Facebook
that I operate (this is not a Club affiliated page).

The final performance was a detailed and
fascinating history of the Japanese in Hawaii. Alton
took us on a journey from our impoverished
homelands in Japan, over the rocky waves of the
Pacific Ocean, finally arriving in Hawaii where
grueling lives of hard labor on the plantations awaited
us. It was an amazing opportunity to learn about our
history as we took a journey back in time within the
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walls of Turner Hall.

Mahalo to everyone who
attended the Storytelling Shinnen
Enkai and also to the volunteers
who made the event possible:
Gary Hayakawa, MARI
HUGHES, DANTE HIRATA-
EPSTEIN, TAJA HIRATA-
EPSTEIN, Ann Kabasawa, Clyde
Sugimoto, ALEX TAKASHY,
SHARI TAMASHIRO, and PAT
THOMSON.

Thank you also to Educational
Specialist JOSE BARZOLA and
the student volunteers from the
Matsunaga Institute of Peace at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa for
all of their help before, during and
after the event.

Thank you to Ala Wai
Elementary School for allowing us
to use their parking lot.

Of course, Doomo Arigatoo to
Alton Takiyama Chung for always
taking time out of his Hawaii
vacation to generously give of his
time and talent to promote the
World War II Japanese American
veterans’ stories as well as our

100th Club.

If you weren’t able to attend,
you can learn more about Alton at
his official website at
www.altonchung.com/ where you
can buy DVDs and CDs of Spark
Matsunaga: Warrior Poet,
Heroes as well as other pieces by
Alton.

Alton will be back in Hawaii
on Sunday, September 13, 2020
from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm at
Farrington High School to debut a
new work about the little known
contributions of the Filipino
American World War II veterans.
For updates, visit
www.movemehawaii.org/ .

DA PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MONKU
by ANN KABASAWA

Happy Chinese New Year to everyone! This photo is from the MIS
Veterans Education — /
Society of Hawaii’s : P
Shinenkai on January 26 [
where GARY
HAYAKAWA, JAYNE
HIRATA, my husband
CLYDE SUGIMOTO
and I enjoyed the ono
food and great views
from Natsunoya Tea
House. Congratulations
to the MIS’ new
President, MIS veteran DR. SHINYE GIMA and also to the Immediate
Past President LARRY ENOMOTO (an MIS descendant and 100th
nephew) on his well deserved retirement

Thank you to everyone who came to the Clubhouse to celebrate the
New Year with ALTON TAKIYAMA CHUNG at our Storytelling
Shinnen Enkai on January 18. All three of the pieces Alton performed
were very moving as he truly became the characters and painted a picture
of what they were experiencing. He brought many of us to tears,
especially when he told the story of SPARKY MATSUNAGA and the
100th and 442nd during the War. If you have the opportunity to see Alton
perform, bring the whole family as you will learn a lot about history and
life. Mahalo to Alton for always supporting our Club whenever he is in
Hawaii.

As the PPP goes to press, First Vice President HARRY
NAKAYAMA is finalizing the details for another storytelling event at the
Clubhouse, this one about CHAPLAIN ISRAEL YOST tentatively set
for Saturday, February 22. We’ll keep you posted as this firms up.

Please save the date of Saturday, June 27 for our 78th Anniversary
Banquet. Second Vice President TSURUMI HAMASU will be the
Chairperson for a second year and I know she would welcome any
volunteers who would like to help her with planning and preparing for the
Banquet or assisting on the day of the event. If you are interested, please
send your contact information ASAP to ALEX TAKASHY in the 100th
Office at (808)946-0272 or club100vets@gmail.com and he’ll pass it
along to Tsurumi.

Also mark your calendars for the annual Friends and Family of Nisei
Veterans Mini-Reunion in Las Vegas at the California Hotel and Casino
from Sunday, October 18 through Thursday, October 22. Last year, we
were treated to an impromptu concert by JULIAN SAPORITI and
EMILIA HALVORSEN of No-No Boy in the 100th Hospitality Room
and there will be more surprises in store this year. Hope to see you there!

I’ve been informed that the Honor Flight program will be bringing 20
World War II veterans to Hawaii to visit Pearl Harbor and surrounding
bases to be honored. Those are all the details I have for now. To learn
more about Honor Flight, visit their website at www.honorflight.org. .


https://www.altonchung.com/
http://www.movemehawaii.org/

MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS
by DAVID WATANABE

Happy New Year to everyone from us Mainland
folks! Our first Club meeting of the year was
held on January 18" at our “second home”, aka the
SHIMAZAKI’s home. We had a great turnout,
about 30 people. Although most came to hear the
latest about Club activities, I think a few came
mainly for the food! Ireally can’t blame

GARRETT SAGAWA who celebrated January
birthdays. There are some ‘perks’ for getting

older! The group singing of Happy Birthday was
fabulous! Toke’s birthday cake photo on the top was
taken by our Club photographer JASON
KUSAGAYA. The other photo at the bottom is of
Amy and Garrett with cakes from PAULINE
YOSHIHASHI and Jason Kusagaya.

We’re always happy to have Nisei veterans Toke
Yoshihashi, DON MIYADA, RALPH

them! What a feast for both the
tummy and eyes. Our members, ——
mostly the women, really spend a lot |
of time preparing these wonderful
dishes. Lasagna, oden, kabocha,
ELLIE OZAWA'’s famous chili, [ —
tempura veggies, namasu salad, —
Spam musubi, Chinese salad and
bao, grilled shrimp, Japanese
noodle salad, Spam, spareribs, inari

desserts galore! YURI OGAWA is
drooling from her sick bed...... The
great amount of ono food was made
possible by our members, guests and [
volunteers. The great amount of '
food consumption was made
possible by our volunteer eaters!

Birthday cakes were presented to
100th veteran TOKUJI “TOKE”
YOSHIHASHI (Able Company),
AMY MATSUMOTO, and

MATSUMOTO, and BEN
SUECHIKA at the meeting,
especially when they are all very

| genki. Their appetites have not

- |slowed down either! The Club
presented a token of appreciation to
the Shimazakis for allowing us to
‘trash’ their home once a

month. Whatever they received, it
was not enough!

Our next big social event will
be on February 1 with the annual
Valentine’s Day luncheon where a
100 or more members and guests
8 usually attend. That’s always a fun
.| -filled event when everyone fights
W it out to win the bingo prizes!

Some of our members will be
attending the January 25 Grand
Opening of the Go For Broke

Continued on page 4




MAINLAND CHAPTER GFBNEC EXHIBIT ON VIEW IN TEXAS FROM
NEWS JANUARY 2020

www.goforbroke.org/visit/traveling_exhibit/about.php
www.lonestarflight.org/explore/courage-compassion

Continued from page 3
National Education Center’s

“Courage and Compassion” The Go For Broke National Education Center’s travelling exhibit,
exhibit in Houston, Texas. Courage and Compassion: Our Shared Story of the Japanese American
World War II Experience, had its opening day at the Lone Star Flight
Museum in Houston, Texas on January 25, 2020. The exhibit will be on
display until April 29, 2020. Among the opening day events were a TED
Talk with DAVID ONO and a Question and Answer session with the
exhibit’s curator.

And on a more somber note we
lost Club members JEAN
TAGAMI (her husband 100th
veteran BEN TAGAMI was of
Baker company) and JOE
NIMORI of Hawaii (Korean
War). Both of their services were
held on January 25.

HEADQUARTERS 9
CHAPTER NEWS , P ounras LOURAGE

{ COMPASSION = qu Fa Y
by JANICE SAKODA 25l i : LOMPASSION
My plants and I have been - . R T —
enj Oylng the blustery, COOI e w ot r American World War II Experience

weather recently with gentle (and
ok, sometimes not so gentle)
rain. Nice change from the hot, i" l E
humid weather we were recently '
grumbling about!

It’s January 2020 already.
Time for Headquarters Chapter
members to start thinking about

our annual Spring Luncheon. Courage and Compassion chronicles the stories of Japanese

Please give me your suggestions Americans during and immediately after World War II, and highlights the
so we can start thinking about bravery, integrity, and extraordinary support of Japanese Americans
where we should go. I’ve already within communities across the country during that turbulent time.

received a suggestion of going
back to Gen but we’re open to
other suggestions.

Japan’s bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, plunged the
United States into WWII and forever changed the lives of Japanese
Americans across the nation. Those living on the West Coast of the

If our February meeting is mainland United States were forced from their homes to isolated
cancelled, we’ll plan our next incarceration camps scattered across the American West and South.
Luncheon via email. Denied their Constitutional rights and imprisoned without trial,

approximately 120,000 residents of Japanese ancestry--nearly two-thirds
SAVE YOUR STUFF!!! of whom were American citizens--were forced to leave their lives behind

If you have any new or gently simply because they looked like the enemy.
used items that you no longer want or . . . .
need, please consider hanging on to Through the use of images, audio and interactive elements, Courage
them at home a little while more and and Compassion provides a 360-degree perspective of the WWII
donating them to a fundraiser that experience of Americans of Japanese ancestry while exploring its
Rifle Chapter is planning to have in o .
the future relevance today. The exhibition honors everyday people in cities and

Please don't drop anything off at towns across America who rose above the wartime hysteria to recognize
the Clubhouse yet Japanese Americans as friends, neighbors and fellow citizen.
as everything is in . ) .. . s
the planning stage. For more information, please visit the Lone Star Flight Museum’s
Final details will be website at www.lonestarflight.org/ .

in the PPP.



http://www.goforbroke.org/visit/traveling_exhibit/about.php
https://www.lonestarflight.org/explore/courage-compassion
https://www.lonestarflight.org/

PORTRAITS OF COURAGE ON
VIEW IN COLORADO AND
SEATTLE

www.goforbroke.org/visit/traveling_exhibit/
portraits_of courage.php
www.historycolorado.org/exhibit/portraits-courage-
photographs-shane-sato
www.nvcfoundation.org/newsletter/2019/12/the-go-
for-broke-spirit-book-release-and-program/

The Go For Broke National Education
Center’s travelling exhibit Portraits of
Courage: Photographs by Shane Sato is on
display at the History Colorado Center in
Denver, Colorado until February 17, 2020.

This exhibition features intimate color
and black-and-white portraits of Japanese
American veterans of World War II by
photographer SHANE SATO and it will
showcase nine Nisei veterans from
Colorado representing the 100th Infantry
Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team
and Military Intelligence Service. The
emotive images capture the essence and
character of Nisei (second-generation)
Japanese American soldiers and reflect each
veteran's story of commitment, duty and
patriotism.

Shane Sato will be travelling to the
Nisei Veterans Committee’s Memorial Hall
in Seattle, Washington where he will be
presenting copies of his book to Seattle
based Nisei veterans SHIG OTANI, FRED
SHIOSAKI, MICKEY HIROO, ROY
KIRITA, GEORGE KOZU, SHIG
TANAGI, and the late JIMMY KANAYA
whose portraits are included in the book.
This program and book release is scheduled
for Saturday, February 29,2020 at 10:00
am.

In his two sister photo books, The Go
For Broke Spirit: Portraits of Courage
(Vol. 1) and Portraits of Legacy (Vol. 2),
Sato allows the viewer a glimpse into the
lives of these men—the irony of fighting for
a country that imprisoned their family and
friends, the racism they endured for looking
like the enemy, and their ultimate triumph.
For more information on the Seattle event,
please visit the Nisei Veterans Committee
and Nisei Veterans Committee
Foundation’s website at
www.nvcfoundation.org/

DOG TAG MYSTERY SOLVED

by STEPHANIE SALMONS
www.westhawaiitoday.com/2020/01/04/hawaii-news/hth-article-helps-solve-
dog-tag-mystery/

HILO — The family of a Hilo soldier, whose long-lost World
War Il dog tag was found on a French battlefield, has been
located.

The Hawaii Tribune-Herald
reported Thursday that the Japanese
American Veterans Association had
received a request in July to help
locate family members related to
individuals named on two U.S.
Army 442nd Infantry Regiment dog
tags found in France. One of those
tags belonged to Hilo-born
HIROSHI SAKAMOTO, rank
private first class, who served in the
Headquarters Company of the
100th Infantry Battalion.

Thursday’s article drew attention on social media, around the
East Hawaii community and beyond, and the newspaper received
numerous calls and emails about the story.

“It’s just awesome,” Sakamoto’s daughter, DARLENE
FRAGAS, said of the find. “It’s an awesome feeling that
something that we didn’t even know was missing for 80 years
(was found).”

Fragas said it’s unknown when or how the tag was lost.
Sakamoto, who was born in 1922, returned from the war and
worked as a chef. He died in 1968. She and her siblings were
surprised and proud to learn the tag had been found. They’re
“very grateful to the man who found the dog tag in France,” she
said. “It’s something we didn’t even dream of happening. We
are very grateful to that man to give up such a find, to send that
back to the family.”

The tag was found by JEAN-MARIE TORRELLI, a
resident of Menton, France, and a French World War II historian
who actively searches for artifacts from the war. It was
recovered in a small village, a part of Menton, called Monti, in
the southeast of France, according to information provided by
Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA) member JEFF
MORITA, a project coordinator working to connect the family
with Torrelli.

Fragas said the family is working through JAVA and the
French consulate to see what can be done to get the tag back.
Morita said that once the family and Torrelli make connection,
they can determine the best way to return the dog tag. “It’s
amazing,” Morita said. “It’s just like full circle coming around,
returning a personal artifact from a veteran to the family.”


http://www.goforbroke.org/visit/traveling_exhibit/portraits_of_courage.php
http://www.goforbroke.org/visit/traveling_exhibit/portraits_of_courage.php
https://www.historycolorado.org/exhibit/portraits-courage-photographs-shane-sato
https://www.historycolorado.org/exhibit/portraits-courage-photographs-shane-sato
https://www.nvcfoundation.org/newsletter/2019/12/the-go-for-broke-spirit-book-release-and-program/
https://www.nvcfoundation.org/newsletter/2019/12/the-go-for-broke-spirit-book-release-and-program/
https://www.nvcfoundation.org/
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IN MEMORIAM

KIYOSHI KAMI

(Able Company)
passed away on March 4, 2019
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Our deepest sympathy to his
family, friends and fellow 100th
Infantry Battalion Veterans J
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DOOMO ARIGATOO TIMES 100

Thank you very much to the following
for their generous donations to the 100th
Infantry Battalion Veterans organization
which were received by the Office
between December 16, 2019 and January
15, 2020:

GENERAL OPERATING FUND
$60.00 Donation box in Turner Hall

$15.00  Donations made at Storytelling
Shinnen Enkai

G.K AND R.H. UYENO
in memory of
KIYOSHI UYENO

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
GLENN NAGAMINE

IN KIND DONATIONS

Two autographed copies of her book
Becoming American donated to the
100th Library by author CALLIE
TRAUTMILLER

$100.00

$25.00

If you made a donation during this
time and it is not included here or if there
are any errors as listed, please contact
JAYNE HIRATA at
pukapukaparadel00@gmail.com or leave
a message at the 100th office by calling
(808)946-0272 and we will correct it in the
next issue of the PPP. Thank you for your
support of the Club!

FROM DA EDITOR’S DESK

For all of you
who receive the Puka 88T
-Puka Parade via R
snail mail, you must
have thought that |
had no idea what |
was doing since you S y - : ;
didn’t receive the e : s %
January 2020 issue in a "
a timely manner. WHAT I M n 0 I " G
There were several
glitches that occurred "
between the printing service, the Office and me that resulted in
the delay. While everything has been straightened out, once again
I’d ask you to please switch to the email version and if you don’t
know how to do that, Line Dance instructor SANDY ZOOK has
offered for years to teach a “How to Use a Computer” class to our
100th members for FREE. Let’s save the trees for the dogs!

Did you catch the premiere of the documentary DREAM BIG!
by JOANNE NINOMIYA of JN Productions about the
accomplishments of our World War II AJA veterans from Hawaii
after they returned home from battle. Interviews with 2LT
CHRISTOPHER ARAKAWA, Past President LLOYD
KITAOKA and Ist VP HARRY NAKAYAMA were included
and there was a nice segment on our 100th/442d Army Reservists
involvement with the 100th Club. The show will re-air on
Saturday, February 2 at 11:30 am on KIKU. You can buy a DVD
of the show at www.jnproductions.com/ or by calling (808)845-
8576.

After being at home for the holidays, my twins are finally
leaving this week go to Nepal for their final semester of college
and I need a vacation from their vacation! I’m hoping to fly over
to the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center on Maui to see the
completed mural by artist KIRK KUROKAWA, check out their
new exhibit Internment: Stories From Maui which includes the
experiences of TEIICHIRO MAEHARA and KIYOJI
HOTTA who were interned in camps on the mainland while their
sons serving in the U.S. Army lost their lives on the battlefield in
Italy, attend a free talk by REVEREND KERRY KIYOHARA
on “Buddhism for Everyday Life” on Saturday, February 15,
2020 at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm, and most fun of all, talk story with
DEIDRE TEGARDEN and MELANIE AGRABANTE. For
more info, please visit www.nvmc.org/. If you also would like to
attend the talk on Buddhism, you’ll need to call (808)244-6862
to reserve a spot.

For all who have asked, even though you may see me at the
Clubhouse from time to time, I am not back in the Office but am
just there bugging ALEX TAKASHY. [Iam still working on my
business and am supposed to be at Craft Club on Tuesdays even
though I’ve been AWOL while my twins have been home!



https://www.jnproductions.com/
http://www.nvmc.org/

BOOK REVIEW: REPENTANCE BY
ANDREW LAM by IsAM1 YOSHIHARA

The novel Repentance revolves around RAY
TOKUNAGA from Hawaii and HIRO FUKUDA
from Manzanar internment camp who were the best
of buddies in the 442" RCT and how their actions in
the Vosges forest of France in October 1944 would
affect their ‘ohana for years to come. Decades later
in the 1990’s, Ray’s son DANIEL TOKUNAGA, a
world-famous cardiac surgeon, was confused when
the U.S. government wanted more information about
his father's service with the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team during WWII. Wanting answers of his
own, Daniel who was not close to his dad makes all
effort to find out what his father did on a small
hilltop half a world away. As his quest for the truth
reveals unknown details about his family's past, it is
inevitable that his life would never be the same
again.

When I first read articles about this novel on
Facebook, I frankly wasn’t interested in reading it
because those articles primarily talked about the
442" and the internment camps. When I contacted
the author, ANDREW LAM, about my concerns, he
assured me that he does cover the Hawaii experience
fairly. Still, I was not convinced because in recent
years, I’ve been reassured by other writers that their
products were historically accurate when obviously
they were not. As a result, I tend to be skeptical
about products centering on these military units.
When Mr. Lam reached out to me once again before
Christmas, I decided to put aside my personal bias
and read the novel, and I’'m glad I did!

Mr. Lam did live in Hawaii for about a year
during which time he became familiar with the
history of 100" Infantry Battalion and the 442"
RCT, and he has included facts about them in the
Historical Notes of his book.

I asked him, should there is a reprint, to include
the following in his Author's Note in the beginning
of the book since he does mention the 110,000
people relocated from the West Coast:

“There were 160,000 people of Japanese descent
in Hawaii where less than 2,000 were interned and in
June 1942, about 1400 men from the Hawaii
National Guard were shipped to the mainland for
additional training and became the legendary 100th
Infantry Battalion after it landed in Italy in
September 1943.”

I explained that it's not
only for the non-JAs in our
country but, more
importantly, for the JAs on
the mainland who have
little knowledge about the
important roles played by those in Hawaii during those
critical times. I've been encouraged by knowledgeable
mainland friends to keep enlightening people about
the Hawaii story because, according to them, the
mainlanders just don't know. I requested Mr. Lam’s
kokua in this endeavor. He acknowledged and said
that he does spend a lot of time in his talks explaining
all about the Territorial Guard, the Varsity Victory
Volunteers, and the 100th in Italy before the 442™
entered the ETO.

In the past, there have been many great books
about the 100™/442"/MIS with some written by non-
AJAs such as the bible of the One Puka Puka
Ambassadors in Arms by THOMAS MURPHY, /
Can Never Forget: Men of the 100"/442™ by
THELMA CHANG, and Unlikely Liberators by
MASAYO UMEZAWA DUUS. Andrew Lam with
his novel, MICHAEL MALAGHAN with Picture
Bride with its sequels, and CARL WILLIAMS with
his screenplay will assure the legacy of these units will
continue to live on.

I will donate this novel to the 100™ Infantry
Battalion Veterans organization to add to its library.

(PPP Editor’s Note: All of the books mentioned
in the paragraph above are available in the Library in
the Boardroom at the Clubhouse and may be borrowed
by current 100th members.

To learn more about author Dr. Andrew Lam and
his book, Repentance, please visit his official website
at https://andrewlammd.com/. Dr. Lam is also the
author of Two Sons of China [a novel about America’s
forgotten war in China] and Saving Sight [an eye
surgeon’s look at life behind the mask and the heroes
who changed the way we see].)


https://andrewlammd.com/

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, HI 96826

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FEBRUARY CLUBHOUSE CALENDAR
(all events at the Clubhouse unless otherwise indicated)

BOARD Meeting Saturday, February 15 at 9 am

CRAFT CLUB Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18 and 25
from 9 am to 1 pm

LINE DANCING No Line Dancing Class this month

CLUB EVENTS

YOST STORYTELLING Saturday, February 22
EVENT (pending)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Clubhouse and Office will be
closed on Monday, February 17

The Boardroom is reserved on
Wednesday, February 5
and Tuesday, February 25.
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in observance of Presidents’ Day.
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The Puka-Puka Parade is the official newsletter of
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization
and is published monthly, twelve times a year.

The opinions expressed in the PPP are those of the
individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the
position of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.
All articles are written by PPP Editor Jayne Hirata
unless otherwise indicated.

Please e-mail your articles, comments or questions
about the PPP to pukapukaparadel 00@gmail.com.

If you do not have access to email, please mail or
deliver your articles, comments or questions to the
Clubhouse Office.

The deadline to submit articles for the
March 2020 issue is February 20

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96826
(808)946-0272
clubl00vets@gmail.com
www. 100thbattalion.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday from
9amto 1 pm

Wednesdays from 9 am to 12 noon
Closed on weekends and holidays




