
application can be found on Page 15 of this issue.
Continuing from last month’s President’s message 

about keeping the 100th’s story alive and accurate, I 
want to thank Isami Yoshihara (brother of Hisashi 
Yoshihara) for gathering members from the 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization, the 

100th Infantry 
Battalion Legacy 
Organization, 
442nd RCT Veterans 
Club, and MIS 
Veterans Club.  
An inaugural 
meeting was held 
at the Clubhouse 
on Feb. 18 with 
representatives 
from each group. 
The result of this 
meeting was that 
each organization 
agreed to work 
together to lend 
a united voice to 
correct factual 

errors and support each other in our endeavors.  This, 
I believe, is the first time in a long time that the 
Hawaii-based organizations representing World War 
II Americans of Japanese Ancestry (AJA) veterans 
came together for this common cause.  As a result 
of this meeting, an Official Reference Guide for the 
100th Infantry Battalion has been drafted by Isami and 
100th IBV Communications Committee Chair, Amy 
Kwong (granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami), and 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jan Sakoda, 100th IBV President; HQ/Medics Chapter Vice President (daughter of Gary Uchida)

Continued on page 2

This month’s President’s message will give you an 
overview of the activities involving the Clubhouse.

We have been busy signing up new members! Since 
Feb. 4 of this year, when membership voted to align 
the By-laws with the Articles of Incorporation, we 
have received and processed 11 applications.  That’s 
E-L-E-V-E-N!!!  
And all in about 
one month!  We’re 
so excited to 
welcome: Lani 
Hatakenaka Ng 
(granddaughter of 
Roy Hatakenaka) 
(Medics); 
Dr. Kimberly 
Ann Inouye 
(granddaughter of 
Isamu Inouye) 
(Able); Beverly 
Yoshioka (daughter 
of Takashi 
Manago) (Able); 
Frank Shuzo 
Nakamura
(Charlie Veteran); Sharon Fidell (niece of Tokuichi 
Hayashi) (Able); John Ichikawa (nephew of Kazuma 
Hisanaga) (Charlie); Karen Fujikawa (daughter 
of Sam Fujikawa) (Charlie); Shawn Taniguchi 
(grandson of Thomas Taro Higa) (Able); Charlen 
Taniguchi (granddaughter of Thomas Taro Higa) 
(Able); Amy Taniguchi (granddaughter of Thomas 
Taro Higa) (Able); and Kelly Imada (granddaughter 
of Haruto Soma) (Charlie).  Please encourage your 
eligible family members to join.  Our membership 

Inaugural meeting held with Hawaii-based World War II AJA subject matter experts Mae Isonaga, 
Kathi Hayashi, Mark Matsunaga, Karleen Chinen, Jan Sakoda, Steve Takushi, Gail Okawa, Isami 
Yoshihara, Amy Kwong, and Joyce Chinen (not pictured).  

March 2023 Issue No. 03/2023



is currently undergoing review before publication.  
The Board of Directors is currently reviewing 

and updating the 100th IBV Memorial Building 
Use Policy and Rental Agreement. Once it has been 
approved by the Board, Chapter Representatives will 
be given a copy for discussion among the chapters. 
Since the Clubhouse is now open, we’ve been getting 
calls from members asking to rent the Clubhouse so 
it’s important to get the revised policy and agreement 
finalized as soon as possible.

We’re also thinking about future events at the 
Clubhouse, including inviting authors to talk about 
their book and “talk story” time on a weekly or 
monthly basis.  Sophie Hatakenaka (daughter of Roy 
Hatakenaka) suggested getting help from AARP 
or VITA to help us seniors with our taxes, similar to 
what Lanikila offers so she is helping us explore that 
option.  We welcome your suggestions.  

We’re thankful to those who have agreed to help 
us on our various committees. We’d especially love 

Continued from page 1
to have more help on our Anniversary Banquet 
Committee, as this is a big undertaking. Please call 
the Clubhouse office at (808) 946-0272 or email at 
info@100thibv.org if you are interested in helping 
with the banquet in any other way.  

Remember to save July 29 for our annual 
Anniversary Banquet luncheon.  Our schedules are all 
so full (including travel plans) that it’s not too early to 
mark your calendars.

Also, while you’re looking at your calendar, please 
save Saturday and Sunday, September 23 and 24 
for the Nisei Soldier Memorial Service (NSMS), 
formerly known as the Joint Memorial Service, at 
Punchbowl.

On a separate note, I would like to acknowledge 
Ed Ikuma and his generous donation to Club 100 
and Headquarters Chapter. He was ever thinking 
about the club, even in his will. He was such an 
integral member of the 100th Infantry Battalion and 
our organization, and I and many others miss him 
tremendously.

CAMPBELL HIGH SCHOOL VISIT
By Jan Sakoda, 100th IBV President; HQ/Medics Chapter Vice President (daughter of Gary Uchida)

“Ready, Set...Action!” Well, that’s what it felt 
like at James Campbell High School (JCHS) when 
Glenn Nagamine (son of Seikichi Nagamine), Gail 
Awakuni (former JCHS principal and daughter 
of Fred Hosokawa), Kathi Hayashi (daughter of 
Tokuichi Hayashi), Evelyn Honda (former JCHS 
history teacher and daughter of Tatsuo Honda) and 
I (daughter of Gary Uchida) visited on Monday, 
February 27. We were honored to represent the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans organization, who had 
been invited by JCHS to take part in a documentary 
project on the 100th that the students are putting 
together as their part of their project-based learning 
(PBL) challenge.  

When we arrived at the school, we were met with 
cheers and welcome signs, given special parking 
spots, and were presented with ti leaf and kukui 
nut lei. Boy, did we feel special! We met the team 
involved in interviewing us, were taken to our 
respective rooms, and shared about our dads.  What 

an honor to know that these juniors and seniors will 
help to perpetuate the legacy of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, as their final production will be stored in 
the State Archives!  

The students interviewed us about our dads and 
their experiences before, during, and after the war. 

Continued on page 3

Campbell High School students prepared a grand welcome and impressive 
program for representatives of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.
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Fortunately, we were provided their list of questions 
to us beforehand, including, “what is a hero,” “what 
hardships did they (our dads) face during the war,” 
“what was their experience after coming back from 
deployment,” and “if you could tell your dad (a 100th 
veteran) anything, what would you tell them?” 

That last question was thought provoking for me.  
The one thing I would tell my dad is, “thank you” 
— thank you for all the sacrifices, hard work and 
long hours you put in to make our lives better and 
to provide for us.  I didn’t add, “I love you, dad,” 
although I should have, but that would have activated 
my tear ducts. The questions were well thought out 
and the interview was conducted in a professional 
manner with professional equipment. 

After we gathered back in the hall, we were treated 
to a delicious upscale bento lunch which consisted of 
a baked chicken breast sitting on a bed of mushrooms, 
Brussels sprouts, and cooked Chinese greens, and 
risotto. This was then followed by two homemade 
crunchy cookies, cake, and coconut tapioca for 
dessert, which were equally delicious. The meal 
was prepared on campus by members of the JCHS 
Culinary Arts Academy.

Glenn, a proud alumnus of the JCHS class of ‘69, 
came to the event donning his Sabers shirt in school 
colors. Glenn found it “very humbling, that these 
students of JCHS Academy of Creative Media would 
choose our fathers of the 100th as their next film 
documentary project. It was a priceless opportunity 
for us descendants.” Glenn was impressed with 

how the students 
and teachers at the 
Academy honored 
our group with 
“unbelievably 
professional 
treatment during our 
interviews, an utmost 
first class luncheon, 
and an entertainment 
program.” Glenn 
commented, “it was 
hard for me to believe 
I was on our campus 

and a part of 
this incredible 
happening...the 
experience I went 
through with the 
JCHS culinary 
group, combined 
with the Academy 
of Creative Media 
team and the 
entertainment 
was beyond my 
expectations, and 
only appropriate 
that I use a phrase 
I used back in my 
high school days 
of the ‘60s — it 
blew my mind!!”

Days after this 
event, in talking 
with Glenn, he 
mentioned that he regretted not talking with his dad 
about his years in service so he did not know how to 
answer many of the questions.  I’m sure many of us 
can relate to Glenn.

After the lunch, Adam Jensen, the State Archivist, 
shared about how they want to help JCHS preserve 
Hawaii’s history, of which the 100th and other Nisei 
stories are part of. The day concluded with two 
dances performed by eight Polynesian female student 
dancers, which were accompanied by chanters 
and two solo vocalists. We were amazed at how 
professional the performances were!

The students and teachers thanked us repeatedly for 
coming out to participate. But we, in turn, thanked 
them for helping us to share the legacy of our dads 
and the men of the 100th. We extend a BIG MAHALO 
to English teacher Erin Dedwylder, Social Studies 
teacher Sierra Matsubara, Media Pathway Lead 
Melissa Torres, Araiya Leilynn Carlos, and Academy 
of Creative Media principal Barry McCorkell. JCHS 
principal Mr Jon Henry Lee also came by to thank us 
for coming and sharing. Barry stated it well when he 
said, “this is truly an example of a win-win for our 
students and the community.”

Continued from page 2

Jan Sakoda with Glenn Nagamine.

Jan Sakoda, Gail Awakuni, Barry McCorkell 
(Academy of Creative Media, Principal), and 
Kathi Hayashi.

Jan Sakoda, Gail Awakuni, Barry McCorkell 

Students at Campbell High School.Students at Campbell High School.
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MIS VETERANS CLUB INSTALLS 2023 OFFICERS
By Karleen Chinen, Puka Puka Parade Editor; Dog Chapter (daughter of Wally Chinen)

The MIS Veterans Club installed its 2023 officers 
and directors at a luncheon shinnenkai at the 
Natsunoya Tea House on Jan. 29. The three Military 
Intelligence Service veterans in attendance — 
James Moy, Wilbert “Willie” Toda and Norman 
Hashisaka from Kauai — were recognized at the 
gathering. 

MIS soldiers served in the Asia-Pacific theater in 
World War II, using their Japanese language skills to 
interpret and translate 
captured documents. 
The early recruits were 
sent to the Military 
Intelligence Service 
Language School at 
the Presidio in San 
Francisco. Subsequent 
groups were sent to 
Camp Savage or Fort 
Snelling in Minnesota 
before being deployed 
overseas. A group of 
100th Infantry Battalion 
soldiers were taken 
out of the 100th and 
transferred to the MIS — they came to be known as 
the “Sempai Gumi.”

MIS soldiers also helped to capture and interrogate 
Japanese imperial forces. In Okinawa, they used their 
language skills to persuade civilians hiding in caves 
to surrender. After the war, they extended kindness 
and compassion to the Japanese people, hastening 
Japan’s recovery and the healing of once-bitter U.S.-
Japan relations. Because of the intelligence nature 
of their service, they were not allowed to share their 
experiences until the 1970s.

The new officers were installed by outgoing 
president Lawrence Enomoto (son of G. N. Toshio 
Enomoto). Most of the new officers are Sansei whose 
fathers served in the Military Intelligence Service. 
They are: Karen Kikukawa, president (daughter 
of Tsugio Aoyama); Bev Ramsey, vice president 
(daughter of James Hiroshi Saito); Gregg Hirata, 
secretary (son of Teichiro “Timmy” Hirata); and 

Sherman Takao, treasurer (son of Judge Frank 
Takao). The newly installed directors are: Wilbert 
Toda, Larry Enomoto, Mark Matsunaga (son of 
George Matsunaga) and Keith Matsumoto (son of 
Herbert Matsumoto).

Kikukawa urged all of the attendees to participate 
in this summer’s 80th anniversary commemoration 
of the Military Intelligence Service’s formation. She 
reminded the audience that the sacrifices and service 

of the MIS and other 
World War II AJA 
soldiers made possible 
the life we enjoy today. 
“We have to maintain 
the legacy,” Kikukawa 
said. 

The program also 
included a report by 
University of Hawai‘i 
Foundation officials 
Christine Koo and Jon 
Han on the Military 
Intelligence Service 
of Hawaii/Makiki 
Japanese Language 

School Endowed Scholarship Fund, which was 
established in 2003. The scholarship is for students 
pursuing a major in Japanese language or culture, 
with preference given to students planning to teach 
Japanese language. 

The fund was established with donations from MIS 
veterans and proceeds from the dissolution of the 
Makiki Japanese Language School. In the 20 years 
since its establishment, 65 scholarships have been 
awarded to 38 students, several of whom received it 
more than once. The scholarships range from $2,000 
to $3,000 and are available to students attending any 
campus in the UH System. In the 20 years since its 
establishment, $127,100 in scholarship funds have 
been awarded. 

Veteran Willie Toda’s musical friends serenaded the 
audience with their ‘ukulele and guitar tunes 
with Toda joining in on several songs with his 
harmonica. 

MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii officers, from left: director Wilbert Toda, outgoing director 
James Moy, president Karen Kikukawa, treasurer Sherman Takao, immediate past president 
and director Lawrence Enomoto (seated), secretary Gregg Hirata, vice president Bev 
Ramsey and director Mark Matsunaga (Photo courtesy Ann Kabasawa and Clyde Sugimoto)
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BIRTHDAY RECEPTION FOR EMPEROR NARUHITO
By Kathi Hayashi, 100th IBV Treasurer; Able Chapter President (daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi)

Happy Birthday, Emperor Naruhito! 
President Jan Sakoda and I were invited to represent 

the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans at a birthday 
reception for His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, 
Naruhito, hosted by the Consul General of Japan and 
Mrs. Yutaka Aoki at their official residence.

 The reception was held on February 22 (Feb. 23 in 
Japan), in honor of Emperor Naruhito’s 63rd birthday, 
which was celebrated worldwide. It was an honor to 
attend this event at the Consulate General of Japan in 
Honolulu, on Nuuanu Avenue. 

Emperor Naruhito ascended the Chrysanthemum 
throne in May 2019, becoming Japan’s 126th emperor 
and marking the beginning of the Reiwa era. 

The event was well-attended with many dignitaries 
from the military, government, travel industry, 
Japanese American associations and organizations, 
Kenjinkai groups, and other community leaders. 

We had an opportunity to speak to Governor 
Ariyoshi, age 96, who gave a fabulous speech. 
His voice was strong, as well as his message. 
Paraphrasing, he celebrated Emperor Naruhito’s 
birthday, but also celebrated the “institution” of the 
monarchy. 

Governor Ariyoshi reflected on then-Emperor 
Hirohito’s difficult decision to accept the Allied 
terms for surrender, when his military wanted to 
continue the battle. Governor Ariyoshi commended 
then-Emperor Hirohito and the “institution” of the 
monarchy for making the difficult decision to stop the 
bloodshed for all sides. 

Jan and I also enjoyed meeting incoming President 
of the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) Veterans 
Club, Karen Kikukawa, and catching up with Senator 
Brian Taniguchi, who retired late last year. 

Happy Birthday, Emperor Naruhito, and cheers to 
the “institution”.

Consul General of Japan and Mrs. Yutaka Aoki with Kathi Hayashi and Jan 
Sakoda at a reception held in celebration of Emperor Naruhito’s birthday.

Kathi Hayashi, Senator Brian Taniguchi (retired) and Karen Kikukawa (MIS 
Veterans Club President)

Jan Sakoda, Governor Ariyoshi and Kathi Hayashi.
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PRESENTATION TO FRIENDS OF ITALY SOCIETY OF HAWAII
By Jan Sakoda, 100th IBV President; HQ/Medics Chapter Vice President (daughter of Gary Uchida)

On March 4, David Morihara, nephew of 100th

veterans, Isao Frank Morihara (A) and Shigeki 
Fred Morihara (A) and a board member of Friends 
of Italy Society of Hawaii (FOISH); Mike Malaghan, 
researcher and author of Picture Bride and A Question 
of Loyalty, and I (daughter of Gary Uchida, HQ) 
shared with members of FOISH information and 
stories about the men of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 
from the time they left Hawaii, to training in 
Wisconsin and Mississippi, then landing in Salerno 
and heading up to Anzio in Italy.  

The members were so interested in learning about 
the Nisei’s role in helping to liberate Italy; the 
PowerPoint presentation that Isami Yoshihara (brother 
of Hisashi Yoshihara) provided was a great help.  
Afterwards, I was able to speak with a few people and 

they told me they 
had no knowledge 
that the Nisei helped 
fight the Germans. 
One gal I spoke with 
leads tours to Italy so 
she will be visiting 
Monte Cassino to 
look for the stained 
glass window with 
the 100th insignia.

We were happy Dr. Takashi Manago (A) and his 
daughter, Bev Yoshioka attended. We were amazed to 
see Dr. Manago happily speaking in Italian to those 
who came up to chat with him! I learned that 

Dr. Manago 
reenlisted 
while in Italy 
so spent 
another year 
there where 
he learned the 
language.  Bev 
mentioned to 
me that from 
time to time, 
her dad would 
say something 
in Italian to family members and they had no idea 
what he was saying.  But seeing her dad speak in 
Italian and have his new friends respond in Italian 
was a joy.

All 38 of us enjoyed the potluck lunch provided by 
FOISH, including delicious Napoletana pizza from 
Brick Fire Tavern, thanks to David Morihara and Matt 
Matsunaga (son of Spark Masayuki Matsunaga).  

It was great seeing Matt and his wife and we hope 
they will attend chapter and Club 100 events in the 
future.

Kazuto Shimizu (C) (99)

Ikuro “Mano” Kawahara 
(A) (99)

Happy Birthday to our100th Infantry Battalion veterans born in March!

Stained glass donated by the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, located in the basement of Monte 
Cassino.  (Photographer: Jan Sakoda)

Stained glass donated by the 100th Infantry 

Dr. Takashi Manago converses in Italian with members of FOISH. 

Dr. Manago with Mike Malaghan and wife Tomoko 
after the FOISH event.
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VISIT TO HAWAI‘I STATE ARCHIVES
By Joyce Chinen, 100th IBV BOD - Director, Dog Chapter (daughter of Wally Chinen)

Tucked in the mauka Koko Head corner of the 
‘Iolani Palace Grounds, under an expansive banyan 
tree is an unassuming mint-green, multi-story modern 
building.  This is the current physical location of the 
Hawai‘i State Archives.  

Actually, this is the second location of the Archives, 
having outgrown the initial facilities just makai of 

it which was 
established in 
1905. Its unique 
mission is to 
be the official 
repository of 
government 
documents, and 
official and other 
related materials 
including 
portraits, 
currency, gifts 
and related 
memorabilia  of 
the governments 
of Hawai‘i (from 
Kingdom of 

Hawai‘i through Provisional, Territorial, and now 
State).

On Friday, February 10, I joined Jan Sakoda (Gary 
Uchida), Kathi Hayashi (Tokuichi Hayashi), Bev 
Descalzi and her sister Charlotte Yamamoto Unni 
(George Yamamoto), on a visit to the Hawai‘i State 
Archives.  We were greeted by the State Archivist, 
Adam Jansen, Ph.D.  Dr. Jansen earned his doctorate 
from the University of British Columbia.  He had 
spent a year interning at the Hawai‘i State Archives 
— working on digitalization of library and archival 
collections in the year prior to completing his degree.  
Once he completed his degree, he was hired into 
his current position, and his efforts to digitize as 
much of the contents of the Hawai‘i State Archives 
accelerated.  

He explained that this is due to the expansion of 
collections and the limitations of physical space 
available.  In addition, and more importantly,  

digitization  provides the opportunity for residents 
and citizens in and outside of Hawai‘i to gain access 
to and use the materials in the collection.  Many 
of these users have been Native Hawaiians who 
require documentation for land claims, but there 
are many other users including students and other 
academicians.

After giving up our personal effects and donning 
the fleece jackets provided to us, Dr. Jansen led us 
through the facilities.  We were introduced to the 
digitization process and some of those working on 
current digitization projects and the process by which 
they are they are posted on the Archives website 
(https://digitalarchives.hawaii.gov/).  

Then we boarded an old-timey style elevator which 
took us to several floors. Each floor contained boxed 
and un-boxed items — collections including portraits, 
documents, gifts and other memorabilia.

We finished the tour of the Hawai‘i State Archives 
just as the Royal Hawaiian Band began its weekly 
Friday mid-day concert.  It was heartwarming to 
see the ‘Iolani Palace open again for tours and the 
performance of hula, and reminded us of the famous 
photo taken on the Palace grounds when volunteers 
to the 442nd assembled there prior to their departure 
— and of how these Americans of Japanese Ancestry 
were once again permitted to volunteer to serve in the 
Second World War, because of proof of loyalty and 
superb performance in training that our fathers in the 
100th had demonstrated.

Touring the Hawai‘i State Archives with Dr. Adam Jansen.

The Hawai‘i State Archives facility.
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ABLE CHAPTER NEWS
By Kathi Hayashi, Able Chapter President; 100th IBV Treasurer (daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi) 

It’s hard to believe Easter is coming around the 
corner. The April Puka Puka Parade will likely be 
issued after Easter, so I’d like to wish all Club 100 
members and their families good health, happiness 
and the renewal of life that Spring and Easter 
represents.  

While thinking of what to write for the March 
Puka Puka Parade Able news, I stumbled upon 
a Memorial Address delivered by Chaplain Israel 
Yost at the 38th Annual Memorial Service. (https://
www.100thbattalion.org/archives/puka-puka-parades/
club-100/memorial-services/memorial-address-by-
chaplain-israel-a-s-yost/)

Long after the end of the War, Chaplain Yost of the 
100th Infantry and the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, met a Caucasian veteran who had also served 
in Italy. The veteran knew of the 100th/442nd — 
“Those Americans!” he blurted out. “They were the 
best soldiers in the Army, and they never got the 
credit they deserved!”

His words resonate with me because it affirms the 
messages we’ve been sharing with students preparing 
Project/Problem Based  learning (PBL) assignments 
about the 100th Infantry Battalion. It is also a good 
reminder about how we as 100th IBV members can 
lock arms with students and the community to “carry 
on” the legacy of “Hawaii’s Heroes”.  

Via his message, Chaplain Yost reminded me of 
how fortunate we are as descendants of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion to have an organization to be 
associated with. Many others after serving in a 
military unit, have no “institution” to gather at for 
camaraderie, to be purposeful to continue the legacy 
of their unit, or to give back to the community. Our 
forefathers of the 100th Infantry Battalion gave us 
this gift. We should all do our part, when we can, 
to further the high standards of achievement and 
integrity it stands for. 

Here are some excepts from Chaplain Yost. 
 “The eyes of the American press were upon us, 

and our deeds are still remembered. How many 
battalions or regiments gather each year on the 

anniversary of the loss 
of their first comrade 
killed in action? How 
many chaplains get the 
opportunity to gather 
with their buddies for a 
38th annual memorial 
service?”

“This is the annual 
memorial service of 
the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, the one unit 
with a special mark 
upon it from the very 
beginning. The mark 
was of suspicion as to loyalty, something more than 
just prejudice. The events that led to the formation 
of the 100th, and later the 442nd, should not have 
happened in our democracy. No group of Americans 
should have been burdened as were the men of the 
100th along with their parents and families.”

“But I hasten to add, the uncalled-for suspicion 
worked out to be a golden opportunity for you of 
the 100th to prove your sterling worth as citizens. 
The cost for both Issei and Nisei was heavy, as 
the graves of comrades bear witness. It would be 
appropriate to spend all of our time today recalling 
the sacrifices represented by the grave-sites we 
decorate, but I’m sure the dead would want us to do 
other than that.”

“It seems to me that in life when the  proper 
circumstance meets the proper inward spirit of 
a person, the two combine to effect something 
worthwhile. You men and officers of the 100th had 
the inner spirit, and the proper circumstance came 
along. For some it meant death on the battlefield; 
for others, life with maimed bodies; for others, 
return to a somewhat normal life again. Today we 
who got back alive pause to pay tribute to those 
who gave their lives, for country and principles, 
yes–but essentially for us, their buddies. As we 
pay them tribute, we remind ourselves that we still 
have things to do. We must still have the inward 

Continued on page 9

Chaplain Israel Yost (Photo Courtesy 
of University of Hawaii Japanese 
American Veterans Collection)
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flame burning steadily to motivate us so that, when 
the proper circumstance comes along, once again 
we will recognize the particular tasks we have to 
perform. Hopefully the experience of this hour will 
somehow strengthen us for the amount of living we 
still have ahead of us.”
I hope these words resonate with you as they 

did with me. We were at risk of losing our 100th  
organization and recently fought and won to keep 
control of it and maintain its presence in Hawaii.

 Our membership is growing rapidly since the 
new Board of Directors reduced the Lifetime 
dues from $400 to $100. For Able Chapter, last 
month we welcomed Dr. Kimberly “Kim” Inouye 
(granddaughter of Isamu “Isham” Inouye) and 
Beverly “Bev” Yoshioka (daughter of Dr. Takashi 
Manago).  This month, we welcome four new Able 
chapter members — Sharon Fidell (niece of Tokuichi 
Hayashi), and Shawn, Charlen, and Amy Taniguchi 
(grandchildren of Thomas Taro Higa). Welcome to 

the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization! 
We also wish a very happy 99th Birthday to 

Able veteran Ikuro “Mano” Kawahara in Arizona! 
Thank you to 
his daughter, 
Gigi McPhee, 
for sharing this 
lovely photo with 
us. 

Happy Easter 
to all and I 
hope Chaplain 
Yost’s words 
will inspire us 
all to have the 
wisdom to know 
that when “proper circumstance comes along, once 
again we will recognize the particular tasks we have 
to perform.” Please email info@100thibv.org to get 
involved. Our next meeting is April 8 at 10 AM at the 
clubhouse.

Continued from page 8

The March 4 meeting of Baker Chapter was our first 
at the 1 p.m. time and all attended by Zoom.  As we 
were unaware of a previously scheduled event at the 
clubhouse, we apologize to members who did go to 
the clubhouse.  If you did, we hope you enjoyed the 
presentation to the Friends of Italy Society of Hawaii 
(FOISH).  

Attending our chapter meeting via Zoom were:  
President and Treasurer Jan Nadamoto, Secretary 
Drusilla Tanaka, MaryAnn Katahara-Tanabe, Bob 
Moritsugu, James and Janine Nogawa and Cecilee 
Tanaka.  

By the way, Bob Moritsugu attended via Zoom 
while completing the final quarter of his cross-
country trip from Las Vegas to Roanoke, Virginia!  
Bob enjoys the scenery during his 4-day trip and 
avoids all of the hassles of flying.  

Baker Chapter President Jan Nadamoto (Isao 
Nadamoto) reported on the February Board of 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS
By Drusilla Tanaka and Cecilee Tanaka, Baker Chapter (daughter and granddaughter of Bernard S. Akamine)

drusillatanaka100@gmail.com (808 372-4840) or Baker.chapter.cec@gmail.com

Directors meeting and we had a lively discussion 
on the various issues facing the Club.  Regarding 
possible community service or social events, we 
looked to the past and remembered events we 
enjoyed, such as the Shinnenkai, the Car Fit event, 
a presentation about Fall Prevention and Baker 
Chapter’s Chicken Hekka dinners. Readers, please let 
us know what interests you.

Speaking of Chicken Hekka dinners, the chapter 
provided all the ingredients; families had to bring 
their own hibachi and skillet and a goza to sit on the 
floor.  The one ingredient that the chapter did not have 
to purchase was watercress—each family received a 
fresh bunch from Roy Nakatani.

Mrs. Mieko Muroshige, widow of Kenneth 
Muroshige, celebrated her birthday in February.  
Can anyone guess her age?  One hundred and five
years young!!  With the help of her daughter Amy 

Continued on page 10

Daughter Gigi McPhee and Mr. Ikuro “Mano” 
Kawahara.
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CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS
By Arlene Sato, Charlie Chapter (daughter of Hideshi Niimi)

Norine Hung (daughter of Chester Hada) called 
Amy Kwong (granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami) 
at the office and graciously offered to volunteer with 
her husband Calvert, to help with the planning of the 
Anniversary Banquet. Thank you!  

Karen Fujikawa (daughter of Sam & Teri Fujikawa
of California) notified us that her mom passed away 
last year. We offer our sincere condolences to the 
Fujikawa family. Karen also made a donation to the 
Club’s General Account in memory of her parents, 
who were very supportive in carrying on the legacy 
of the 100th Infantry Battalion throughout their lives. 
Karen enjoys reading our Puka Puka Parade, and has 
also signed up for membership. We are happy to be 
able to remain connected with the Fujikawa family.

We also received an application from Frank Shuzo 
Nakamura of Charlie Company, and we are honored 
to have him as a member of our club and chapter. 

John Ichikawa (nephew of Kazuma Hisanaga) 
recently visited our Clubhouse. Amy gave John and 
his wife a tour of our Education Center displays 
and he eagerly signed up to become a member. An 
original member of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) and Silver Star recipient, Kazuma 

Hisanaga played football and baseball at Cal Poly 
Pomona College. The 1938 Times called Hisanaga 
one of the best blockers. After the war he returned to 
Hilo and became the athletic director at Hilo High 
School. In 1946, he also served as the first president 
of our Hawaii Chapter. Current Charlie president 
Warren Yamamoto (son of Richard Yamamoto) 
remembers meeting Mr. Hisanaga and his son Bruce, 
when the Oahu Chapter Charlie families flew to Hilo 
for a Club 100 reunion in the 1960s. A few days 
after John’s visit, Bruce Hisanaga (son of Kazuma 
Hisanaga) also came to the Clubhouse to apply for 
membership! Bruce told Amy he remembers that I 
introduced him to Kazuto Shimizu at the Arcadia a 
few years ago, because he had wanted to hear more 
stories about his father. We are happy to reconnect 
with the family of Kazuma Hisanaga! Happy belated 
birthday to Kazuto-san also, who just turned 99!

Skip Tomiyama (widow of Yoshiyuki Tomiyama) 
has moved to Kapaau on the Big Island to be closer to 
her daughters. We miss her presence at our meetings. 
She always brought her vibrant energy, stories, and 
laughter to our gatherings. 

The next C Chapter meeting will be on Saturday, 
March 25, 9:00 at the Clubhouse.

and her caregivers, Mrs. Muroshige continues to live 
in her comfortable home, where every morning she 
picks flowers from her garden. Congratulations, Mrs. 
Muroshige! Thanks to Susan and Amy for the photo 
of all the beautiful flowers Mrs. Muroshige harvested 

one recent 
morning.  She is 
the most beautiful 
of them all!

Mahalo to the 
family of Baker 
veteran Hisami 
Fujita for their 
donation to the 
mother club.  You 
may recall from 

last month’s news that daughter Lillian Miura called 
on behalf of her mother, Chieko Fujita (widow of 
Hisami Fujita).  Following the call, a beautiful card 
with a handsome donation was received.  Thanks 
to the Fujitas for their invitation to their home 
years ago to visit Mr. Fujita.  Several B Company 
veterans enjoyed getting together with Mr. Fujita and 
remembering their time in the Army.  On a subsequent 
visit, Judge Takashi Kitaoka joined the guys.  When 
Mr. Fujita heard he was coming, he responded, “Oh, 
our First Sergeant!”  Mr. Fujita passed away shortly 
after our last visit.  The battalion flag was proudly on 
display at his graveside ceremony.  

Our next meeting is on Saturday, April 1, at 1 p.m. 
in person and via Zoom.  No fooling around — be 
sure to join us!

Continued from page 9

Mrs. Mieko Muroshige.Mrs. Mieko Muroshige.
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HEADQUARTERS/MEDICS CHAPTER NEWS
By Jan Sakoda, HQ/Medics Chapter Vice President; 100th IBV President (daughter of Gary Uchida) 

I want to extend a HUGE thank you to Ed Ikuma who remembered the club and HQ/Medics with monetary 
donations. We all knew the 100th meant so much to him, and designating funds to our chapter just emphasizes 
that. I know we, who are active members, will long remember him as he was so much a part of our chapter.

Our next HQ/Medics meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 22 starting at 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge. This 
change was made because some of us will be attending the 442nd RCT banquet on March 25. If you plan to 
attend on March 22, please let me know so there will be enough refreshments for everyone. We’ll plan to Zoom 
our meeting at 1:15 p.m. for those who cannot attend in person. Just let me know if you plan to attend via Zoom 
ahead of time.

I’m pleased (yes, pleased and happy!!!) to announce that Larry Enomoto (nephew of Edward Y. Enomoto) 
was elected President of HQ/Medics at our February meeting.  Alvin Shimogaki (son of Calvin Shimogaki) 
was re-elected Secretary/Treasurer and I was elected Vice President. Ken Akinaka (son of Isaac Akinaka) was 
elected to serve as our chapter representative at Board meetings.

Our Spring luncheon will be held on Wednesday, April 19 at Happy Days Chinese Restaurant in Kaimuki.  
This is open to all HQ/Medics descendants, spouses and guests. However, guests will be asked to pay the full 
share while HQ/Medics members will enjoy a discounted price. If you’re not on my email list but would like to 
join us, please let me know by emailing the club office at info@100thibv.org.

DOG CHAPTER NEWS
By Joyce Chinen, 100th IBV BOD - Director, Dog Chapter (daughter of Wally Chinen)

Happy Spring, Doggies!
I hope you’re all genki and enjoying the new year.  

I’ve been enjoying in-person meetings at the 100th

Clubhouse, and taking this opportunity to encourage 
more of you to come out and join us.  We’re gathering 
with and without masks, so please join us for our first 
meeting of the year for D Chapter — 10:30 a.m. on 
April 1st (it’s April Fool’s Day, but this is fo’ real!).  
The agenda was sent out by email, but we’ll also have 
hard copies at the meeting.

At a recent presentation by the “Friends of Italy 
Society of Hawaii (FOISH)” at the Clubhouse, we 
were pleased to see Matt Matsunaga, son of the late 
Senator Spark M. Matsunaga and member of D Co., 
with wife Erin in attendance. We thank him for being 
a Lifetime Member. Also attending this event was 
100th descendant Ed (Edmund) Nakano, who was 
invited by Mariko Miho.

We want to thank the family of the late Ben and 
Gloria Tamashiro for the donation of their parents’ 
materials. As many of you know, Ben Tamashiro was 

the 100th’s unofficial historian, so these documents, 
notes and more, will likely be a valuable resource for 
the Education Center.

Finally, we are looking forward to hearing more 
about the discovery of a possible artifact discovered 
near Bruyeres.  We hope to get updates from the 
Nakayamas to share with you. Stay tuned! 

We look forward to seeing you on April 1st!

Matt Matsunaga, Joyce Chinen, Jan Sakoda, and Edmund Nakano at the 
FOISH event.
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JOINT COMMITTEE MEET & GREET “COFFEE TALK”
By Amy Kwong, 100th IBV BOD - Director, Able Chapter (granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami)

The Education and Communications committees 
will be holding a joint Meet & Greet “Coffee Talk” 
session on March 27 (Monday) at 9 a.m. in the 
100th IBV Clubhouse Lounge. The Education 
Committee is chaired by 100th IBV Treasurer, Kathi 
Hayashi (daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi), and the 
Communications Committee is chaired by 100th IBV 
Board Member (Able Chapter Representative) Amy 
Kwong (granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami). We 
will set our goals for the year, and get to know each 
other while discussing our ongoing projects and 
immediate needs over coffee and pastries. 

One of our current joint projects now underway 
is the updating of our Education Center Clubhouse 
displays and handouts. We are drafting a 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans Official Reference Guide 
to provide as a new handout, and are also reviewing 
our records of men who served in the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, in an effort to update the “Roll Call” video 
that plays in our Clubhouse entryway. 

If you are interested in joining either of these 
committees or would like to learn about the exciting 
projects that we are working on, please join us! We 
would especially like to connect with members who 
enjoy reading and learning about the history and 
experiences of the 100th Infantry Battalion, and are 
able to volunteer with proofreading, fact checking, 

researching, scanning, and/or organizing. If you are 
interested in serving as a mentor for our Education 
programs with students, or as a docent to conduct 
tours of our Clubhouse Education Center displays, we 
would love to hear from you also!

Please call the Clubhouse office at (808) 946-0272 
or email info@100thibv.org with any questions or for 
more information.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP FEE REDUCTION

As reported in the Feb. 2023 issue of the Puka 
Puka Parade, at our Jan. 21, 2023, meeting, the 
Board of Directors voted to reduce the fee for 
Lifetime Membership to the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans organization to $100, effective immediately 
(membership fees for veterans and their wives/
widows are waived). 

In accordance with the 100th IBV By-laws and 
Articles of Incorporation, effective Feb. 4, 2023, the 
following individuals shall be eligible to be admitted 
as a Regular Member of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans organization:

Veterans. An individual who honorably served 
on active duty with the 100th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) or its successor, the 100th Infantry 
Battalion of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, at 
any time during the period from June 5, 1942 through 
August 15, 1946.

Wife or Widow of a Veteran or KIA Soldier.
A “KIA Soldier” is an individual who honorably 
served on active duty with the 100th Infantry 
Battalion (Separate) or its successor, the 100th 
Infantry Battalion of the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, at any time during the period from June 5, 

Continued on page 13

March 27
(MON)
9 a.m. 
at the 

Clubhouse
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MAINLANDERS IN THE ORIGINAL 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION (SEPARATE)
By Isami Yoshihara, Communications Committee Member, Able Chapter (brother of Hisashi Yoshihara)

As you may know, I spend quite a bit of time 
reviewing articles and social media posts, mainly 
Facebook, to see if they mention the Hawai‘i World 
War II experience fairly, especially as it pertains to 
the military units and incarceration. Most of us are 
familiar with the story of mainlander Kiyoshi Jimmie 
Shiramizu, who joined the One Puka Puka at Camp 
McCoy, but there were others whose names were not 
previously known. (https://www.100thbattalion.org/
history/veterans/soldiers-killed-in-action/kiyoshi-
shiramizu/)

A mainlander recently posted on social media 
that her dad from California was in the 100th 
Infantry Battalion at Cassino. Her post piqued my 
interest since the first replacements from the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team did not arrive until 
February 1944, which was after Cassino. 

Lo and behold, she was right! Her father, Thomas 
Kaihara, came to Schofield Barracks in 1941 as 
a cadre for new recruits and shipped out with the 
Hawaiian Provisional Infantry Battalion in June 1942. 
Here is the link to his oral interview: Thomas Kaihara 
oral history interview, June 27, 2002 · Japanese 
American Military History Collective (https://
ndajams.omeka.net/collections/show/870)

I also came across a newspaper article about a 
community of AJAs living in Nebraska who were 
renovating a historic building as part of a museum 

complex to tell the story of their Japanese community. 
The author said her uncle, Shogi Sakurada, served in 
the 100th Infantry Battalion and that his brother was 
a member of the 442nd. In checking other sources, I 
learned that her uncle was in an all-white combat unit 
in San Francisco awaiting surface transportation to 
the Philippines when Pearl Harbor was attacked. The 
unit eventually shipped out and arrived in Hawaii in 
late December 1941, where it awaited further orders. 
During this time, Shogi Sakurada was reassigned to 
the 298th Regiment and became part of the Hawaiian 
Provisional Infantry Battalion when it shipped out 
on June 5, 1942. In his oral interview, Mr. Sakurada 
stated that being with the Hawaii soldiers of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion (Separate) were the best times 
in his Army experience because the soldiers in the 
unit were so close to each other, so there was always 
someone looking out for you. (Shogi Sakurada oral 
history interview, September 24, 2000 · Japanese 
American Military History Collective (https://
ndajams.omeka.net/collections/show/451)

Both Mr. Kaihara’s daughter and Mr. Sakurada’s 
niece were extremely happy to learn about the oral 
history interviews because they did not know about 
them.

According to other accounts, Lt. Col. Farrant 
Turner’s driver was from the mainland because that 
soldier knew how to drive in freezing conditions. I 
have yet to find his name, however.

1942 through August 15, 1946, and who was killed in 
action during such period.

All Children of Veterans or KIA Soldiers (both 
biological and legally adopted children) and all 
other persons in direct lineage to the children of 
a Veteran or KIA Soldier. These descendants of 
Veterans or KIA Soldiers must be 18 years of age or 
older to be eligible for membership and must provide 
proof of descendency at the time that he or she applies 
for membership.

Spouse of any admitted Regular Member who 
qualified for membership as a lineal descendant.

Siblings of all Veterans or KIA Soldiers and all 
persons in direct lineage to such siblings. To be 
eligible for admission as a Regular Member, the lineal 
descendants of a sibling of a Veteran or KIA Soldier 
must be 18 years of age or older and provide proof of 
descendance when applying for membership.

Our Clubhouse office has been receiving a steady 
flow of new members in the past month, and we thank 
everyone for their support of the club. Should you 
know of individuals who are eligible for membership, 
please reach out to them with our application, printed 
on Page 15 of this issue. 

Continued from page 12
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CLUBHOUSE OFFICE UPDATE
By Amy Kwong, Office Manager, Able Chapter (granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami)

Three months have passed since the Clubhouse 
office has reopened, and it has been great getting 
to reconnect with familiar members and make new 
acquaintances. Thank you to everyone who has 
reached out by phone, email, or in-person, with kind 
messages and thoughtfulness. 

Our Clubhouse library has been inventoried, thanks 
to the help of the Legacy2Action volunteers in 
February, and my mom, Joanne Kai and son, Keisuke 
(daughter and great-grandson of Eugene Kawakami), 

who finished up the 
project. The library 
resources will be 
available as reference 
only, and members are 
welcome to ask the 
office for assistance in 
locating copies of the 
materials through the 
Hawaiʻi State Public 
Library System. 

We have received inquiries regarding the 
availability of tours at the Clubhouse of the Education 
Center displays. As a friendly reminder, please make 
an appointment with the office beforehand, to allow 
us to adequately prepare. I have enjoyed exchanging 
stories about the 100th veterans while giving tours to 
a few groups in the past month, and it has served as 
a reminder that although we cannot make memories 
with the veterans who have now passed, we still can 
make new memories of them. 

Our newest logo item arrived and sold out in just 
two days! We have now restocked in a second order 
of Mini 2-inch 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans logo 
patches, available for sale through the Clubhouse 
office. Purchase one patch for $5 or three for $12. If 
you would like your order mailed to you, please send 
your name and contact information, including phone 
number and email address, and include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope with your payment 
by check. Mail it to: Club 100 Logo Patch, 
520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826. Please 
note that all sales are final. 

IN APPRECIATION 
We wish to express our sincere gratitude to those 

who have donated to the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans organization and would like to acknowledge 
the following generous donations received between 
February 14 and March 9, 2023. 

General Operating Account
$200 Chieko Fujita in memory of husband, 

Hisami Fujita (B)
$2,000   Estate of Edward Ikuma (HQ)
$100   Karen Fujikawa in memory of 

Sam (C) & Teri Fujikawa

In-Kind Donations
Avin Oshiro - Oreck XL Canister Vacuum Cleaner
Lorna & Gary Fukushima - Lounge Chairs (4)
Ben & Gloria Tamashiro Family - 
100th Infantry Battalion related historical documents

If your donation made during this period was 
inadvertently omitted from this list, or if there are 
any errors to your donation that need to be corrected, 
please accept our sincere apologies, and kindly inform 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Clubhouse office 
at (808) 946-0272 or info@100thibv.org . Mahalo for 
your continued support of the club!

Three generations of the Eugene and 
Gladys Kawakami family work on 
updating the library inventory.

Mini 2-inch Logo patches now available!

Mini 2-inch Logo Patch
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans

All sales are final.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
100TH INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS 

520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96826 

REV 2023.03.13 

 
¨ Veteran ¨ Wife / Widow ¨ Lineal Descendant ¨ Bloodline Relative 

 

Last Name:  

First Name:  

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip code:  
 

  Phone Number: 

Home:  Work:  Cell:  
 

Email:  Birthdate:  
 

Name of 100th Infantry Battalion veteran/KIA soldier you are related to, and their Company Assignment: 

   
 

Relation to Veteran (check & circle):  ¨ Wife / Widow  ¨ Son / Daughter  
 

¨ Grandson / Granddaughter ¨ Other Lineal Descendant: ______________________________ 
 

¨ Brother / Sister of Veteran ¨ Spouse of Lineal Descendant (Regular Member) 
 

¨ Other Bloodline Relative: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Type: ¨ Lifetime Membership ($100) ¨ Veteran/Wife/Widow (Membership Fee waived) 
 
Occupation: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hobbies, Skills and Interests: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Committees interested in: 
 

¨ Building 
Management 

¨ Long Range 
Planning 

¨ Scholarship ¨ Continuing 
Service 

¨ Events 

¨ Communications ¨ Membership ¨ Education ¨ Anniversary 
Banquet 

¨ Memorial 
Service 

 

Name(s) of Parents:  

Name of Spouse:  

Name(s) of Children & Birthdate(s):  

 
 

For Office Use: 
 

Check #: _________  Date Rec’d: _____________ 
¨ Member File Card 
¨ Membership Spreadsheet 
¨ Mailing List: E-mail USPS 

 

Date: ________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
100TH INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS 

 



Wednesday, Mar. 22

Saturday, Mar. 25

Saturday, Mar. 25

Monday, Mar. 27

Monday, Mar. 27

Saturday, Apr. 1

Saturday, Apr. 1

Friday, Apr. 7

Saturday, Apr. 8

Saturday, Apr. 8

Saturday, Apr. 15

HQ/Medics Chapter Meeting. 1 p.m. at the Clubhouse.

Charlie Chapter Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

442nd RCT “Celebrating Their Service” 
80th Anniversary Annual Banquet at Hale ‘Ikena.

Office Closed in observance of Prince Kūhiō Day. 

Education & Communications Joint Committee 
9 a.m. Meet & Greet “Coffee Talk” at the Clubhouse.

Dog Chapter Meeting. 10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

Baker Chapter Meeting. 
1 p.m. at the Clubhouse (Lounge) and via Zoom.

Office Closed in observance of Good Friday.

Genki Ball Making. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse (Lounge/Outside). 

Able Chapter Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clubhouse (Boardroom).

Board of Directors Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

July 29, 2023 (Sat.) 10 a.m. at Fort Shafter Hale ‘Ikena Banquet & Conference Center

Save the Date! 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS  81st Anniversary Banquet Luncheon

The Puka Puka Parade is the official newsletter of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization 

and is published monthly, twelve times a year. 

The opinions expressed in the Puka Puka Parade
are those of the individual authors and 

do not necessarily reflect the position of the 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.    

Please email your articles, comments or questions 
about the Puka Puka Parade to
puka.puka.editor@gmail.com.

If you do not have access to email, 
please mail your articles, comments or questions 

to the Clubhouse Office.   

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96826 
Phone: (808) 946-0272 

Office Email:  info@100thibv.org
Website:  www.100thibv.org

Education Center:  www.100thbattalion.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

or by appointment
Closed on holidays

CALENDAR OF EVENTS & MEETINGS (2023)
(All events at the 100th IBV Clubhouse and all times are HST unless otherwise indicated)

We are transitioning to a new Clubhouse Office email 
address. To ensure delivery to your inbox, please add 
info@100thibv.org to your Contacts. Mahalo!

mailto:puka.puka.editor%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40100thibv.org?subject=
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