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"KE AL IL HAPPLE LA HANAU
REMARKS OF P- S- SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA 

AT THE KAMEHAMEHA DAY CELEBRATION
SPONSORED BY THE HAWAII STATE SOCIETY

Statuary Hall, P- 8- Capitol 
Sunday, June 12, 1983

Hawaii State Society Outgoing President Richard Kim

MEMBERS OF THE BEST OF ALL STATE SOC I ET IES AND ALL WHO ARE

GATHERED HERE TODAY TO HONOR AND PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF
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of Hawaii Although not a king by birth, his rise to the throne

BEGAN IN 1782 WHEN HIS HELP WAS SOUGHT BY HIS KOHALA NEIGHBORS

WHO FEARED THAT THE NEW ISLAND CHIEF Kiwalao, would SEIZE THEIR

FISHING GROUNDS AND FARMLANDS FOR HIS personal use- Kamehameha'S

successful overthrow of the annointed Big Island chief resulted

IN A WAR WHICH LASTED TEN YEARS- By THE END OF WHAT IS STILL

KNOWN AS THE "BlTTER War", KAMEHAMEHA HAD CONQUERED THE ISLANDS



"KE ALIL HAUOLE LA HANAU" 
REMARKS OF II- S- SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA 

AT THE KAMEHAMEHA DAY CELEBRATION 
SPONSORED BY THE HAWAII STATE SOCIETY 

Statuary Hall, U. 8- Capitol
Sunday, June 12, 1983

Hawaii State Society Outgoing President Richard Kim,

MEMBERS OF THE BEST OF ALL STATE SOCIETIES, AND ALL WHO ARE

GATHERED HERE TODAY TO HONOR AND PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF

King Kamehameha I, ALOHA! The Congressional Delegation of the

Fiftieth State is privileged to once more join the

CONGRESSIONALLY CHARTERED HAWAII STATE SOCIETY IN SPONSORING THIS 

ANNUAL TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDER OF MODERN HAWAII-

According to history as recorded by Hawaiian chants, 

Kamehameha was born about 1758 in North Kohala on the Big Island 

of Hawaii. Although not a king by birth, his rise to the throne 

BEGAN IN 1782 WHEN HIS HELP WAS SOUGHT BY HIS KOHALA NEIGHBORS, 

WHO FEARED THAT THE NEW ISLAND CHIEF, KlWALAO, WOULD SEIZE THEIR 

FISHING GROUNDS AND FARMLANDS FOR HIS PERSONAL USE- KaMEHAMEHA's 

SUCCESSFUL OVERTHROW OF THE ANNOINTED BlG ISLAND CHIEF RESULTED

IN A WAR WHICH LASTED TEN YEARS- By THE END OF WHAT IS STILL

KNOWN AS THE "BlTTER War", KAMEHAMEHA HAD CONQUERED THE ISLANDS
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of Oahu, Maui, and the remainder of the Island of Hawaii. Only 

my home Island, Kauai, remained unconquered, and in 1795, 

Kamehameha negotiated a favorable treaty with the ruler of the 

Garden Island, thus giving birth to the United Kingdom of Hawaii.

Following this decade of civil strife, Kamehameha moved to 

CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER AND QUICKLY WON THE SUPPORT OF THE NEWLY 

CONQUERED PEOPLE BY PROVING TO BE A TRULY REMARKABLE LEADER. 

Through judicious use of power and the implementation of just and 

HONORABLE LAWS, HE RULED INSTINCTIVELY, TEMPERING JUSTICE WITH 

MERCY- His approach to leadership earned for him the respect of 

THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND HE BECAME KNOWN AS A PROTECTOR OF THE 

COMMON MAN- "

The degree of enlightenment which Kamehameha brought to 

GOVERNMENT WAS UNUSUAL NOT ONLY IN HAWAII BUT FOR ALL THE WORLD 

AT THAT TIME- ONE HISTORIAN NOTED, "...HAD (KlNG KAMEHAMEHA) 

BEEN CAST IN EUROPE INSTEAD OF THE REMOTEST ISLAND IN THE 

SEA*. .(HE) WOULD HAVE FIGURED AS ONE OF THE MOST CONSPICUOUS 

FIGURES IN H I STORY • • ••NO KING IN HISTORY EVER KNEW BETTER HOW TO

RULE HIS PEOPLE." INDEED, THERE WERE FEW RULERS IN THE
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Eighteenth Century who revered human rights as much as 

Kamehameha- An outstanding example of his feeling for humanity 

AND JUSTICE IS THE "LAW OF THE SPLINTERED PADDLE", WHICH WAS 

PROMULGATED IMMEDIATELY AFTER HE BECAME RULER OF A UNITED HAWAII 

He laid down the law as follows:

"0 MY PEOPLE, 

Honor thy god; 

Respect alike (the rights of)

MEN GREAT AND HUMBLE;

See to it that our aged,

OUR WOMEN AND OUR CHILDREN

Lie down to sleep by the roadside

Without fear of harm.

Disobey, and die."

It is appropriate that a man who was noted for his 

goodness and wisdom be honored by having his likeness stand among 

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and other Founding Fathers of 

our United States in Statuary Hall- However, there was a time,

WHEN THE STATUE FIRST ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, THAT IT APPEARED AS
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if the Great King Kamehameha would be denied his rightful place 

in Statuary Hall of the Capitol. The massive bronze statue and 

solid marble base were too heavy for its original location and

THE FLOOR BELOW BEGAN TO SINK- ALARMED THAT THE STATUE MIGHT 

CRASH THROUGH TO THE FLOOR BELOW, THE ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 

SOUGHT TO MOVE THE ONLY ROYAL MONARCH IN THE HALLS OF CONGRESS 

DOWNSTAIRS TO WHERE FATHER DAMIEN STANDS, AND MOVE 

Father Damien's statue, which is made of hollow steel, to 

Statuary Hall-

As SOON AS I LEARNED OF THE PROPOSED MOVE, I PROTESTED 

VIGOROUSLY AND SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED THAT KlNG KAMEHAMEHA, NOT 

Father Damien, belonged in Statuary Hall, for he truly 

REPRESENTED THE PEOPLE AND STATE OF HAWAII- I WAS TOLD BY THE 

Architect of the Capitol that the only spot which could hold the 

weight of Kamehameha was back there next to the window- I agreed 

TO MOVING THE KlNG THERE, PROVIDED HE WOULD BE SET TO FACE THE 

Hall and not the rear of the other statues- Now you know why our 

ROYAL MONARCH STANDS WHERE HE DOES-

Despite his position in the rear, King Kamehameha draws
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CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION AND HAS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE MOST 

PHOTOGRAPHED STATUE IN THE U-S- CAPITOL- In CELEBRATING 

King Kamehameha's birthday, the members of the Hawaii State 

Society are proud to share his achievements in war and peace with 

our fellow Americans and with the people of the world- And in 

HIS MEMORY WE SAY: Ke Al I I, HaUOLE La HANAU!

# # #


