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HAWATT STATE SocIETY OuTGoING PRESIDENT RICHARD KIM,
MEMBERS OF THE BEST OF ALL STATE SOCIETIES, AND ALL WHO ARE
GATHERED HERE TODAY TO HONOR AND PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF

King KaME} //
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OF HAWAIT. ALTHOUGH NOT A KING BY BIRTH, HIS RISE TO THE THRONE
BEGAN IN 1/82 WHEN HIS HELP WAS SOUGHT BY HIS KOHALA NEIGHBORS,
WHO FEARED THAT THE NEW IsLAND CHIEF, KIWALAO, WOULD SEIZE THEIR
FISHING GROUNDS AND FARMLANDS FOR HIS PERSONAL USE. KAMEHAMEHA's
SUCCESSFUL OVERTHROW OF THE ANNOINTED BIG ISLAND CHIEF RESULTED
IN A WAR WHICH LASTED TEN YEARS. BY THE END OF WHAT IS STILL

KNOWN AS THE "“BiTTerR WAR", KAMEHAMEHA HAD CONQUERED THE [SLANDS




o "KE ALLI, HAUOLE LA HANAU”
REMARKS OF U. S. SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA
AT THE KAMEHAMEHA DAY CELEBRATION
SPONSORED BY THE HAWALI STATE SOCIETY
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Sunpay, June 12, 1983

HAWATT STATE SocleETY OutcoInNc PReSIDENT RicHARD Kim,
MEMBERS OF THE BEST OF ALL STATE SOCIETIES, AND ALL WHO ARE
GATHERED HERE TODAY TO HONOR AND PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF
Kine KAMEHAMEHA [, ALOHA! THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION OF THE
FIFTIETH STATE IS PRIVILEGED TO ONCE MORE JOIN THE

CONGRESSIONALLY CHARTERED HAWAIT STATE SOCIETY IN SPONSORING THIS

ANNUAL TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDER OF MODERN HAWAII.

ACCORDING TO HISTORY AS RECORDED BY HAWAIIAN CHANTS,
KAMEHAMEHA WAS BORN ABOUT 1758 IN NoRTH KoHALA oN THE Bic ISLAND
OF HAWAIT. ALTHOUGH NOT A KING BY BIRTH, HIS RISE TO THE THRONE
BEGAN IN 1/82 WHEN HIS HELP WAS SOUGHT BY HIS KOHALA NEIGHBORS,
WHO FEARED THAT THE NEW IsLAND CHIEF, KIWALAO, WOULD SEIZE THEIR
FISHING GROUNDS AND FARMLANDS FOR HIS PERSONAL USE. KAMEHAMEHA'S
SUCCESSFUL OVERTHROW OF THE ANNOINTED BiG ISLAND CHIEF RESULTED
IN A WAR WHICH LASTED TEN YEARS. BY THE END OF WHAT IS STILL

KNOWN AS THE "“BITTER WAR”, KAMEHAMEHA HAD CONQUERED THE ISLANDS




oF OaHu, MAUI, AND THE REMAINDER OF THE [SLAND OF Hawatr. ONLY

MY HOME IsLAND, KAUAI, REMAINED UNCONQUERED, AND IN 1795,

KAMEHAMEHA NEGOTIATED A FAVORABLE TREATY WITH THE RULER OF THE
GARDEN ISLAND, THUS GIVING BIRTH TO THE UNITED KINGDOM OF HAWAIT-

FOLLOWING THIS DECADE OF CIVIL STRIFE, KAMEHAMEHA MOVED TO
CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER AND QUICKLY WON THE SUPPORT OF THE NEWLY
CONQUERED PEOPLE BY PROVING TO BE A TRULY REMARKABLE LEADER-
THROUGH JUDICIOUS USE OF POWER AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF JUST AND
HONORABLE LAWS, HE RULED INSTINCTIVELY, TEMPERING JUSTICE WITH
MERCY. HIS APPROACH TO LEADERSHIP EARNED FOR HIM THE RESPECT OF
THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND HE BECAME KNOWN AS A PROTECTOR OF THE
COMMON MAN .

THE DEGREE OF ENLIGHTENMENT WHICH KAMEHAMEHA BROUGHT TO
GOVERNMENT WAS UNUSUAL NOT ONLY IN HAWAII BUT FOR ALL THE WORLD
AT THAT TIME. ONE HISTORIAN NOTED, “...HAD (KING KAMEHAMEHA)
BEEN CAST IN LUROPE INSTEAD OF THE REMOTEST ISLAND IN THE
SEA-..(HE) WOULD HAVE FIGURED AS ONE OF THE MOST CONSPICUOUS
FIGURES IN HISTORY....NO KING IN HISTORY EVER KNEW BETTER HOW TO

RULE HIS PEOPLE.” INDEED, THERE WERE FEW RULERS IN THE




EIGHTEENTH CENTURY WHO REVERED HUMAN RIGHTS AS MUCH AS
KAMEHAMEHA. AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF HIS FEELING FOR HUMANITY

AND JUSTICE 1S THE “LAW OF THE SPLINTERED PADDLE”, WHICH WAS

PROMULGATED IMMEDIATELY AFTER HE BECAME RULER OF A UNITED HAwWAII.

HE LAID DOWN THE LAW AS FOLLOWS:
“0 MY PEOPLE,
HONOR THY GOD;
RESPECT ALIKE (THE RIGHTS OF)
MEN GREAT AND HUMBLE;
SEE TO IT THAT OUR AGED,
OUR WOMEN AND OQUR CHILDREN
LIE DOWN TO SLEEP BY THE ROADSIDE
WITHOUT FEAR OF HARM.
DisoBEY, AND DIE.”

IT 1S APPROPRIATE THAT A MAN WHO WAS NOTED FOR HIS
GOODNESS AND WISDOM BE HONORED BY HAVING HIS LIKENESS STAND AMONG
GEORGE WASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON AND OTHER FOUNDING FATHERS OF
oUR UNITED STATES IN STATUARY HaLL. HOWEVER, THERE WAS A TIME,

WHEN THE STATUE FIRST ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, THAT IT APPEARED AS




1F THE GREAT KING KAMEHAMEHA WOULD BE DENIED HIS RIGHTFUL PLACE
IN STATUARY HALL oF THE CAPITOL. THE MASSIVE BRONZE STATUE AND
SOLID MARBLE BASE WERE TOO HEAVY FOR ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION AND
THE FLOOR BELOW BEGAN TO SINK. ALARMED THAT THE STATUE MIGHT
CRASH THROUGH TO THE FLOOR BELOW, THE ARCHITECT oF THE CAPITOL
SOUGHT TO MOVE THE ONLY ROYAL MONARCH IN THE HALLS oF CONGRESS
DOWNSTAIRS TO WHERE FATHER DAMIEN STANDS, AND MOVE
FATHER DAMIEN'S STATUE, WHICH IS MADE OF HOLLOW STEEL, TO
STATUARY HALL-

As sOON AS | LEARNED OF THE PROPOSED MOVE, | PROTESTED
VIGOROUSLY AND SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED THAT KING KAMEHAMEHA, NOT

FATHER DAMIEN, BELONGED IN STATUARY HALL, FOR HE TRULY

REPRESENTED THE PEOPLE AND STATE oF HAwAIl. | WAS TOLD BY THE

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL THAT THE ONLY SPOT WHICH COULD HOLD THE
WEIGHT OF KAMEHAMEHA WAS BACK THERE NEXT TO THE WINDOW. [ AGREED
TO MOVING THE KING THERE, PROVIDED HE WOULD BE SET TO FACE THE
HALL AND NOT THE REAR OF THE OTHER STATUES. NOW YOU KNOW WHY OUR
ROYAL MONARCH STANDS WHERE HE DOES -

DESPITE HIs POSITION IN THE REAR, KING KAMEHAMEHA DRAWS




CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION AND HAS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE MOST

PHOTOGRAPHED STATUE IN THE U.S. CAPITOL- IN CELEBRATING

KiNnG KAMEHAMEHA'S BIRTHDAY, THE MEMBERS OF THE HAWAI1 STATE

SOCIETY ARE PROUD TO SHARE HIS ACHIEVEMENTS IN WAR AND PEACE WITH

OUR FELLOW AMERICANS AND WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD. AND IN

HIS MEMORY WE SAY: K ALii, HauorLe LA Hanau!
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