
University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Kahoʻolawe Box KL4

Reference Material: Ritte, Walter

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Kaho'olawe, Box KL4, Folder 20
http://hdl.handle.net/10524/61081

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/


k/5/77

OHANA MEMBERS OF ORIGINAL TRIAL
Name Island  Lawyer Trial Date

1. Walter Ritte Molokai Johnson/Ikel 1) Appeal June 1st wk.
2) Tresp. June 24

-Walter faces two charges. The first charge is for jumping bail last year 
to participate in a ho'olcupu held on Kahoolawe (Hakioawa Heiau)* The case 
centers on the right to practice Kawaiicn religion* The cain lawyer will be 
Bill Johnson • Clayton Ikei is the secondary layyer. Three Federal judges 
ar$ being sent down fron San Francisco.

- The second charge is reentering Kahoolawe on orders not to return*
2. Richard Sawyer Molokai Ikei Tresp. June 24

3. Charlie Warrington Oahu
4. Frances Kauhane Big Island
5. Karl Kowat Molokai
6. Glen Davis Molokai

Waihee
Yuen
Ikei
Ikei

Tresp. June 22 
Tresp. June 22 
Tresp. June 20 
Tresp. June 20

- Jury trial; charged with tresp* misdemeanor; under youth correctional act 
.aay face penalty of one to si:: years (?); Judge Thompson

7. Kel Ling Chang Maul

8. Joyce Kainoa Molokai

9. Buddy Peters Kauai

10.Norman Kalahlki Oahu
11. Joe Mattos Oahu

•CMH Tad Higashi Kauai
13. Attwood Makanani Kauai

*<»•H Sam Keahoha Oahu ’

Ikei
(court appted.)

Others not charged but visited Kahoolawe 
15. Solomon Fernandez. Kauai 
16. Bill Lawrence Kauai
17. Billy Mitchell Oahu

CRIMINAL TRIAL LAWYERS 
1. Clayton Ikei 
2. Gill Johnson 
3. Bill Yuen 
4. John Waihee
5. Melody Mackenzie (she is organizing a team of lawyers for the 10 who entered 
  Kahoolawe February 1977. (#7~to #14 )  The lawyers include

Kuniyuki; Waihee; Hagino.
CITO SUIT LAWYER 
1. Ron Albu
o t h ers
1. Mel Masuda - organize other lawyers and does research;
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PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE RETURN OF THE ISLAND OF KAHO'OLAWE TO 

THE HAWAII PEOPLE

WHEREAS the Island of Kaho ’olawe has a significant 
place in the History, Culture, and Religion of the Native 
Hawaiian People and,

WHEREAS the use of Kaho'olawe as a bombing target 
by the United States Navy is causing permanent and ir­
reparable damage to the island’s soil, coral reefs, and 
arcneological sites and,

WHEREAS Kaho’olawe is no longer a necessary part 
of our National Defense Structure,

THEREFORE, we the undersigned citizens of the State 
of Hawaii hereby petition the Honorable Jimmy Carter, 
President of the United States of America to rescind 
Executive Order 10436 and to return Kaho'olawe to the Hawai'i 
people.

NAME ADDRESS

Note: Please return by February 13, 1977 to: Kui Alaloe
P.O. Box 55
Kaunakakai, Molokai 96



Partial transcript - Ron Jacobs Show - KKUA 20 April 1977
with Walter Ritte

 Walter Ritte: 
(WR)

Ron Jacobs: 
(RJ)
WR:

RJ:

WR:

RJ:

"One of the comments that came from Dan Inouye 
himself is that contrary to our beliefs, there 
are a majority of the people in the State of 
Hawaii are against what we are doing....",
"Based on what. How can Inouye say that?"

"Based on his accumulation of phone calls and 
letters to his office... So what I'm saying,..”
"What size sample? Did anyone ask him how many 
phone calls'or letters he got from the hundreds 
and hundreds of thousands of people here in 
Hawaii. This is a man who spends more time in 
Washington than in Hawaii - What kind of....”
Right. We didn't get too deeply into it. The 
only thing that comes across to us is —  are the 
people out there doing their share of the job; 
are they really writ ing letters; are they really 
talking to the politicians as we're hoping they're 
doing, or axe people like Inouye so cut of tune 
that they can't realize the obvious thing that is happening right at their footsteps."
"Y'know during that orchestrated tour of Kahoolawe 
that took place I think a month or two ago, there's 
one thing which I'll never forget and I intend to 
remind people about the next election time and that 
was in the midst of all this it was the first 
opportunity for certain people to be on the island? 
it was the first time the O'hana had any credibility 
at all; it was the first time the Navy moved people 
over there and acknowledged the existence of the 
O'hana; it was the first time the media had the 
opportunity on a limited basis to look at the island; 
and in the midst of all this, Dan Inouye's comment 
was, ”I wonder what the members of the Armed Forces 
We-oughta-oughta committee are going to think about 
the fact that we're spending all this money." And 
it just flashed me out that here's a guy who at one 
time was a true son of Hawaii, who was a distinguished 
war hero; all of a sudden in 1977 as the consonant 
politician all he can think about is what his assoc­
iates in Washington would think about the expenditure 
and that seemed to be more important to him than 
the land, the aina, than the people, than anything 
else. And that changed my own personal opinion about Dan Inouye unfortunately forever.
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WR:

Caller:

WR:

Caller:

RJ:

Caller:

WR:

RJ:

Caller:

RJ:

"There's a lot of things that are pro and con to be 
said about Dan Inouye, and we're waiting to see if he's 
going to really come through with some concrete action."

"Dan Inouye has suggested that part of the island can 
be used for the public and the other part for the 
military. Now did you agree with that or do you feel 
it was just a political.move on his part? Good idea or..?"
"The suggestions came down from Washington in the meeting 
between Inouye and Carter which we knew nothing about and 
the only end results from that is a proposal from the 
Navy which says that they're gonna stop 35% of the land 
from bombing by certain, certain year and 15% of air 
bombing by certain, certain year. As far as we're 
concerned, the end results of those meetings have beer 
totally unacceptable to us so far."

"Would they comment about the rumors that George was 
killed?"
"OK - that's a very heavy question. Do you have any 
amplifications? Is that a rumor you’ve heard on the 
street or something?"
"Yes, but there's more than one and I'd rather not say 
until they say something right now..."
"It's really unfair to bring those kinds of things up 
because none of us have seen George ever since that 
day 'and I really wouldn't want to comment on things 
like that. There's been so many rumors which is
natural for something like this and for us to play up
any of these would be very, very unfair both, to George 
and to his family and to the O'hana.
"OK - There's a reasonable answer from Walter* Any 
comment you want to make about that answer?"
"This isn't a question of poking fun. It's a question 
that too many people are asking on Molokai, Kauai and on 
this island. And we feel that something's wrong and 
something should be done about it. But right now
everyone's scared. I'm asking - do you really know?
"I don't think you can get another answer out of 
Walter. Maybe he'll comment further..."
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WRx "No we don't have any answers about that. All we 
really know is when George and Kimo left, we found 
them in our hearts and it has made O'hana a lot, lot 
stronger. It made people make large commitments to 
what George was talking about and to the things we're 
trying to do."

RJ: "I can't honestly say I'm unaware of such comments 
Walter, but what you guya are saying is that whatever 
the circumstances of George's disappearance, which are 
termed mysterious for instance in the liner notes of 
his album, that that particular incident has caused 
as a catalyst you folks to go stronger and get your act together and to forge ahead in the direction of 
what it is that you and George were trying to achieve."



MEMO for: 
from : 
Subject :

SENATOR IKOUYE 
Dave Peters
KEETIKS WITH WALTER RITTE AND FRANCIS KAUHANE--I8 January 1978

A. Walter Ritte and Francis Kauhane came to our office unannounced this 
morning. They reviewed the trip to Washington and their current 
situation in getting support for their KAKO'OLAWE cause. The main 
question they had was release of your letter to the President on 
Ritte and Sawyer, They covered three possible courses of action:

1. Release to the press with unfavorable comment about you.-

2. Not releasing to the press, but using it as they see fit among 
friends and possible supporters.

3. Release to the press with favorable comment about you.

B. Ritte was in favor of the third course of action and was planning to 
do it tomorrow (19 January) i f  you would agree. I told him I could 
not reach you--that you were traveling. Now he intends to write you 
and I will relay the letter to you if I receive it here. They felt 
the Washington trip of Aluli and Kauhane was useful and want to 
continue the dialogue.

C. Kauhane and Aluli met with Alvin Shim, Richard Lyman and Gladys Brandt 
on Monday (16 January). Kauhane and Aluli were advised not to release 
the letter on the grounds that it would polarize the community.
Keiji Kawakami was consulted by Kauhane and apparently advised against 
giving the letter to the press.

I was asked if the President had received the letter and informed them 
that he had received it. However, I did not give them a copy of it.

E. Kauhane gave me a copy of his memorandum for record of his Washington 
visit which I will forward by mail (marked to Eiler's attention).

18 January 1978

D.

DHP:cko


