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COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
HEARING ON THE HUMAN GENOME DIVERSITY PROJECT 

APRIL 26, 1993

SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA 
OPENING STATEMENT

Aloha and good afternoon. This hearing of the Governmental 
Affairs Committee will come to order.

Today, the committee will hear testimony on an ambitious project 
known as the Human Genome Initiative and a proposed supplemental 
project known as the Human Genome Diversity Project. The Human 
Genome Project is a worldwide research initiative to analyze the 
structure of human DNA and determine the location of the tens of 
thousands of human genes. The information generated by the Human 
Genome Project will be of immense benefit to medical science.

The Federal commitment to the project is considerable, the 
project is estimated to cost more than 3 billion dollars. Given 
the planned duration and the resources necessary for such an 
undertaking, a project of this magnitude must be dynamic and it 
is important to constantly review research priorities. When 
promising research opportunities develop, there must be a 
mechanism for consideration of supplemental programs.

One such supplemental program is the Human Genome Diversity 
Project. Throughout the world, many ethnic and aboriginal groups 
are in danger of losing their genetic identity. There is much 
that we could learn from these diverse cultural groups. The 
answers to many anthropological mysteries are hidden in the genes 
of these ancestral populations. Unfortunately, time is running 
out. The day may soon come when the richness of our genetic 
diversity is lost forever. We may lose the opportunity to learn 
about ourselves from the study of diverse populations.

An important issue to be addressed in this hearing is the 
potential benefit of the Human Genome Diversity Project to the 
medical sciences. I am also sympathetic to cultural and social 
science investigations that increase our understanding of native 
peoples.

I welcome the thoughtful comments of our witnesses and hope that 
this hearing will highlight many of the scientifically meaningful 
accomplishments being made in the study of the human genome.

The hearing record will remain open until the close of business 
May 7, 1993 to provide an opportunity for comments from 
individuals and organizations that are not present today.

I ask that each witness limit their testimony to 5 minutes to 
provide greater time for discussion. Your written statements 
will be entered into the record in their entirety.



COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
HEARING ON THE HUMAN GENOME DIVERSITY PROJECT 

APRIL 26, 1993

SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA 
OPENING STATEMENT

Aloha and good afternoon. This hearing of the 

Governmental Affairs Committee will come to order.

Today, the committee will hear testimony on an 

ambitious project known as the Human Genome Initiative 

and a proposed supplemental project known as the Human 

Genome Diversity Project.

The Human Genome Project is a worldwide research 

initiative to analyze the structure of human DNA and 

determine the location of the tens of thousands of human 

genes. The information generated by the Human Genome 

Project will be of immense benefit to medical science.

The Federal commitment to the project is considerable. 

The project is estimated to cost more than 3 billion dollars.



Given the planned duration and the resources necessary for 

such an undertaking, a project of this magnitude must be 

dynamic and research priorities must constantly be 

reviewed. When promising research opportunities develop, 

there must be a mechanism for consideration of 

supplemental programs.

One such supplemental program is the Human Genome 

Diversity Project. Throughout the world, many ethnic and 

aboriginal groups are in danger of losing their genetic 

identity. There is much that we could learn from these 

diverse cultural groups. The answers to many 

anthropological mysteries are hidden in the genes of these 

ancestral populations. Unfortunately, time is running out. 

The day may soon come when the richness of our genetic 

diversity is lost forever. We may lose the opportunity to 

learn about ourselves from the study of diverse populations.

The issue to be addressed by this hearing is the 

potential benefit of the Human Genome Diversity Project to



medical science. I am also sympathetic to cultural and 

social science investigations that increase our understanding 

of native peoples.

I welcome the thoughtful comments of our witnesses 

and hope that this hearing will highlight many of the 

scientifically meaningful accomplishments being made in the 

study of the human genome.

The hearing record will remain open until the close of 

business May 7, 1993 to provide an opportunity for 

comments from individuals and organizations that are not 

present today.

I ask that each witness limit their testimony to 5 minutes 

to provide greater time for discussion. Your written 

statements will be entered into the record in their entirety.


