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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT JOHNSON

The following Christmas message from President Lyndon B. Johnson was received • 
by the Office of the High Commissioner:

Dear Mr. Norwood:

Mrs. Johnson and I take pleasure in extending to you and to the people 
of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands our warmest wishes- for a 
happy and joyous Christmas.

May the blessings and true meaning of the season stay, with you throughout 
the coming year, which we earnestly prav will be filled with the promise 
of peace on earth, brotherhood among men and abundance for all.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson



GREETING FROM HICOM
The following message was received from the Office of the High Commissioner:

Mrs. Norwood and my staff join me in extending to you, members of your staff 
and all the people of Micronesia our greetings and hope.that the Christmas 
Season will bring you j y and happiness. The greatest gift we all share 
in common is the Christian message of Christmas and the promise of a more 
meaningful life for us all. May this Christian meaning of Christmas Day 
stay with us and sustain us and guide our efforts in the coming year.

I wish also to extend my sincere thanks for your support.during the first 
half year .of my assignment as your High Commissioner. With your continued 
support I look forward to achieving substantial progress in Micronesia in 
the coming year.

High Commissioner Norwood

LIFE BEGINS ON PONAPE ■
Writer-photographer team for LIFE Magazine - Don Moser and ^Co” Rentmeester - 
have certainly made a notable entry into the Territory on their Micronesia 
feature assignment. The pair arrived on Ponape this past Wednesday, after 
traveling from Hong’ Kong to Guam to Saipan - where the "bug” he had apparently 
carried°from Hong"Kong laid "Co” out with fever and the usual flu symptoms.

Then on Monday, Saipan to Guam. On Tuesday, Guam to Kwaj from where the 
team hoped, to reach Ebeye (.20 minutes away) to get the pictures and story of 
the $7,000,000 Ebeye rehabilitation and development program. Unfortunately, 
the Army and "security" \jere the victors in a night—long—through—morning 
struggle. Don and Co, beat a strategic retreat to Ponape Wednesday afternoon.

While a hoped-for return to Ebeye was in the making, the team planned for 
almost a week’s tours, story and photo coverage of places and people of 
interest in and around Koloiiia, Nan Madol, PATS and the Farm Institute, 
Elementary schools, and dispensaries at Wone, Niti, and other areas. A 
guided tour in the Thursday morning downpour gave them enough acquaintance 
with the Koi onia area to proceed on their own in a rented jeep after 
lunch. Two hours later, ”Co" was being treated in the emergency- dressing 
room at the hospital for a wrist badly gashed during a sudden jeep stop while 

coming down from Pohrakied. An evacuation flight from Guam picked up ”Co 
and buddy, Don, early this morning, "Co" to be sewed up lurther by 
neurosurgeon specialists at the Naval Hospital, Guam.

. , . And so LIFE left Ponape. Don and "Co" olan to return to this most 
photogenic island of the Territory as soon as "Cd”s.wrist and fingers can 
again manipulate the dozen or so odd cameras, lenses, and accessories 
usually slung from his neck - which have so.fascinated local youngsters and 
would-be LIFE cover girls.



•>TT EXECUTIVES .CONFERENCE
(Press Release, TTPI, Dec. 5 ...) Serving as the general Chairman,> — 
Commissioner William R.- Norwood today officially convened the 196 o 
Conference of the six District Administrators and uhe Headquarter.,. c^bine.
members in the Senate Chamber of the Congress of Micronesia in Saipan.

In’his opening address the Trust Territory’s chief executive emphasized 
that the ’’policies, programs, and efforts of the Administration, as 
representative, of the Administering Authority, must be directed toward 
the full implementation of the United States obligations m Micronesia as 
set forth in the Trusteeship Agreement. ”It is incumbent.upon this 
Administration,” Mr. Norwood continued, ’’to ensure that Micronesia sha „ 
also play its part in the maintenance of international peace and security.

”It is our responsibility to develop Micronesia.and its inhabitants to 
achieve a kind of political institution best suited to the particular 
conditions of this Territory and in accordance with the freely expressed 
wishes of its people. ” To achieve this challenging responsibility, Mr.

• Norwood added: ’’One of the expressed . policies of t-is Aomims ,ra io 
is the preservation of political, economic, and social unity of the. 
Micronesian people.”

Continuing, the High Commissioner said: ”The concent of our mission in 
Micronesia has changed from the idea of maintaining uno -- _
on a ’caretaker’ basis in previous years to that of recently recongized 
need for progressive development of the area in all the fielcs oi 
endeavor in order to prepare Mieronesians.to make an intelligent self- 
determination with respect to. their political future.

The 1936 Conference wss also honored by the presence of Assistant Secretary 
of Interior for Land ’'dnageniont Harry R. Anderson, whose firs visi 
to the Trust Territory conveniently coincided with the Territory s major 
meeting of the top executives. Expressing his pleasure ^eing a. e 
to participate in such a meeting, Mr. Anderson hoped for a .
conference.

Mr. Anderson hoped for a fruitful

Today’s session devoted itself to 
and patternof the Trust Terri' „
Today's session devoted itself to discussing the organizational 
and pattemof the Trust Territory Government and clarifying the authority 
and S^bility of the District Administrators and the High Comissioner-s 

staff at Headquarters. During the morning session, Marianas district- 
Administrator Peter T. Coleman represented his fellow colleagues in 
presenting a review of problems and conditions existing in the districts 
as seen by the District Administrators. Representing his ■ 
from the other districts. Ponape District Administrator Robert Halvorsen 
presented the District Administrators' recommendations » : regard to the 
relationship between the 'field and Headquarters staffs. Dr. E. /.• Bowden, 
chief of the Economic Development Team from the Nathan Associates, also 
■discussed his recommendations on the .administration and organizational 
structure of the Government.

Other conferees ore: Marshalls District Administrator Dwight Heine, Palau 
Distric?MlministrntOr J. Boyd Mackenzie, Truk District Administrator Al^ 
M MacOuarrie, feting Denuty High Commissioner Robert K. Shoecraft, who is 
also Attorney General, Assistant Commissioners Joseph F Screen, John -• 
deYoung, James E. Hawkins, Paul L. Winsor, and Management Improvement Off cer 

Laurence K. Anderson.



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
ANDERSIN TO VISIT TERRITORY

(Press Release, TTPI, Dec, 2,..) Assistant Secretary of the Interior for 
Public Land Management Harry R. Anderson is scheduled to arrive on Saipan, 
Saturday, December 3, from Guam, according to an announcement from the 
Office of the High Commissioner. Mr. Anderson, whose area of responsibility 
comprises the Office of Territories, the Bureaus of Land Management, 
Indian Affairs, and Outdoor Recreation as well as the Alaska Railroad, 
is presently in Guam conferring with Governor Manuel F. L* Guerrero and 
his staff and inspecting facilities there.

Mr. Anderson’s visit to Saipan will coincide with the annual District 
Administrator’s Conference and thus he will be able to meet with the top 
district officials as well as with Headquarters staff meirbeis .

As this is his first visit to this part of the Pacific, he plans to tour 
Saipan and possibly one other district if time permits. He is scheduled 
to leave the Territory some time next week to return to Washington.

The Civil Service Commission has ruled that sons and daughters of Civil 
Service employees may work in the same agency as their parents, but 
not under the parent's supervision, if they pass an appropriate examination.

We suggest that if you have a son or a daughter .studying outside the 
Trust Territory, who wishes to work in the Trust Territory or in the 
States this summer, advise them to visit the nearest Post Office or 
Federal Building and. obtain a cooy of the Summer Employment Announcement. 
The minimum age for th--se positions is IB except for high school graduates 
who may be appointed i.^ they are 16 years old.

A written test is required. Applications must be submitted by January 9, 
1967, for the test that is to be given on February 4.

The Personnel Office has a few copies of the examination announcement.

COOPERATIVES CONFERENCE
(Press Release, TTPI, Dec. 2,.,) Cooperative Officers from the six districts 
of the Trust Territory ■will join Headquarters Cooperative Officer Samuel X. 
Mitchell and his staff for a Cooperative Officers’ Conference in Saipan, 
from December 12 to 16,

The purpose of the conference, said Mr. Mitchell, "will be to explore 
ways and means of achieving the objectives of the Cooperative Program more 
effectively and how to obtain maximum utilization of Peace Corps Volunteers."

The persons designated by Ponape district to attend the conference are 
Kasiano Joseph, District Cooperative Services Advisor and Mortimer D. 
CoJodny, Cooperative Officer.
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(Press Release, TTPI, Nov, 30 , . ,) The Ebeye Improvement Program, the 
largest'community re ’?‘ el lation project in the Trust Territory, is moving 
ahead with the construe soon phase of the program approximately one-third 
complete. The program includes construction of 308 apartment units with 
modern plumbing and elec- ricity, a completely chlorinated fresh water dis­
tribution system with two-mi?. Ln* on gallon catchment and storage facilities, 
a pressurized salt warer Uusn and hydrant system, underground sewage lines 
and lift stations, a power plane and electrical distribution system to 
service the entire community, maintenance shops, warehouses, pier and road 
repairs, etc. The total cost of the project, $7,000,000, is being financed 
by the Department of Defense.

Based on the recommendations made by the Trust Territory Administration 
and the Marshallese leaders, the master plan and specifications for the 
entire project were developed by the Honolulu District Corps of Engineers. 
Martin-Zachry Company is the Honolulu District Corps of Engineers Contractor 
assigned to complete the project by November 1967.

Ebeye is a small coral island of seventy-six acres at the southern tip of 
the Kwajalein Atoll where the Army’s Nike-X Missile Test Site is located.
Every workday 600 commuters sail miles across the lagoon to work at 
various occupations at Kwajalein. The commuters use a former LCU boat that 
the Army specially designed and converted to a double-deck ferry boat with 
comfortable passenger accommodations. These Marshallese employees of 
Global Associates, the Test Site Contractor for Logistic Support, are a well- 
trained, highly skilled group, They are also the most affluent citizens 
in the Trust Territory. Their average pay is about three times greater 
than the average pay of other skilled Trust Territory workers because they 
are covered by U, S. minimum wage sacles. Their earning in 1967 will pump 
well over $1,500,000 into the economy of the Marshall Islands. This is more 
than all the income realized from copra production throughout the entire 
Marshall Islands last year.

Prior to World War II, Ebeye was just like any other low coral island of the 
Pacific. However, after the war when the Navy selected Kwajalein as a Base, 
the population had gradually increased from about 200 to over 3,000 people. 
Marshallese citizens from all parts of the district have been settling on 
Ebeye for the past ten years to take advantage of Deportment of Defense 
training programs and job opportunities at Kwajalein. In 1964 when the 
population of Ebeye was approximately 2,600, the Department of Interior and 
Department of Defense recognized th t action had to be taken to improve housing 
and sanitary conditions on Ebeye. As a result, in conjunction with Marshallese 
leaders, they developed plans for what is commonly known as the Ebeye 
Improvement Program.

When High Commissioner W. R. Norwood recently visited Ebeye, he declared 
that the rehabilitation of Ebeye would be one of his highest priorities. 
To spearhead this project, Dr. William V. Vitarelli, former Community 

r (Continued on page 6)



EBE YE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (Con’d. from page 5 )

Development Officer and more recently Adult Education Supervisor on the 
Headquarters staff, was appointed to serve as.the High Commissioner’s 
representative. With the close cooperation of Mr. Dwight Heine, District 
Administrator of the Marshall Islands, and the members of his staff, the 
new rehabilitation project at Ebeye will concentrate on using the latest 
methods of community development to establish a self-reliant community 
geared to the economic potential of the Ebeye people. Peace Corps volunteers, 
who have-been trained in community development, will be participating also 
in this improvement program which will cover such aspects as developing • 
small local industries, establishing community recreation‘and adult education 
programs, improving socio’. services, and landscaping and beautification of 
the island.

With the Department of Deiens>-financing, HD Corps of Engineers construction 
know-how, the Trust Terrioc^v-a administrative skills, and Peace Corps support, 
both High Commissioner Norwood and. Colonel Frank. Healy, Kwajalein Test Site 
Commander, are confident that Ebeye will emerge as the most modern, prosperous 
and well-organized Micronesian community in the Trust Territory.

DR. UNTUN AWARDED WHO FELLOWSHIP
(Press Release, TTPI, Dec. 7 . . .) Dr. Untun Kadugued of Yau District 
has been awarded a three-month World Health Organization Fellowship to 
study general dentistry in New Zealand, beginning February 1967, according 
to an announcement by Assistant Director for Dental -Services Dr. Jack' 
Helkena.

Dr. Untun committed himself to the dental profession when he entered dental 
pre-school at the U.S. Navy School of Dentistry in Guam in 1949-1950. In 
1951 he was sent to Fiji to continue his study at the Central Medical School 
in Suva, now the Fiji School of Medicine. Ne graduated in 1955, and after 

two year’s internship in the Trust Territory received his license as a 
Dental Practitioner in 1958. Dr. Untun was promoted to District Director 
of Dental Services for Yap District in 1960. He is the only dentist in Yap.

In September of this year he attended the Hawaii State Dental Convention in 
Honolulu and the Micronesian Dental Convention which was held concurrently.

Dr. Untun is 36, married and has two children. He comas from Rumuu Village, 
Fanif Municipality, in Yap Proper.

The ANNUAL PUIENTORY of KCCA will be taken on Saturday, December 17, and will 
be closed for business on that day. However, on Friday, December 16, KCCA 
will be open until 10:00 p.m. and all customers are urged to do their week­
end shopping then.



OPENING VILLAGOMEZ STORE

1 '.Oo

(Press Release, TTPI, Dec. 6 . . .) High Commissioner WilTian R. Norwood 
and Marianas District Administrator Peter T, Coleman he.m.ud.
to the M. S. Villagomez Store in the heart of Chelan Kanos,. 
Friday, December ;L, l£6€e The $86,00u concrete builoir.g conva 
large variety of merchandise Is the third store hr 
since he started his bu/iness.,

cut the ribbon
Kano.' ; Saipan, on

one ret e building containing a
Villagomez has owned

While still emoleye a ?■ the Marianas 
small general mererj.-e -'t< ?e near 
Capital of $800 back'in .-kS,

police force, Mr. Villagomez opened a 
the Municipal Office Building with a

In 1956 Mr. Villigon 
time to his bus5.net ■■ 
scrap, he obtained his 
goods.

■ -n 1 from. the police force to devote all his
, J ; usoantial income from the sale of nonferrous 

... .scie’cs' license and began importing his own

In 1959 he built his second store right across the street from his curren 
modern-style store. By this time Mr. Villagomez had more than tripled his 
capital with annual gross sales of close to $140,000.

In 1965 he bought the site of the present store, then employed Donicio 
Torres Construction Company which completed the gigantic building in ess 
than six months.

hiring only local people a,nd now has fifteen
Pie makes annual business trips to Japan and has 

there. He holds Wholesale and Retail, and Importers 
pi esent.

Mr. Villagomez is know for 
employees working for him, 
a Representative Office 

and Exporters licenses at

Drama Club will present VB CHRISTMAS CAROL to the public on 
evening, December at 7:30 P.K. The PICS Cnbir will also
Tickets are being sold by PICS students and reserved seats are 

2."i for ’licronesians and 150 for cnildren. General 
The program will be held in the PICS auditorium.

The PICS
Thursday 
perform.
350 for Americans, 
admission is 150.

NOTICE - ANNOUNCEMENTS

There will be no 11:00 / ,'R English Service at the
Sunday, December 18, 1966. Everyone is invited to attend the 9:00 A..

Ponapean presentation cf the Cantata, Lif .. ,J'A1*.01.? presen e
by the Ohwa Mission Students.

The ESSA. Weather Bureau has an immediate opening for a Meteorological
Technician trainee. Starting Grade B-4. Qualification: High c 00 
Graduate or equivalent. Apply at the Weather Bureau Office, Ponape District.

bus5.net


CLUB KOLONIA NEWS
MOVES TONIGHT - 7:50 P.M.

Three films will be shown this evening, December 16, at the Club, 
courtesy of the Peace Corps. The Films are ’’Rescue Breathing, What is 
Disease?, How does Disease Travel?”

SHALL WE DANCE?

Folk Dance Evening at Club Kolonia. Cone, bring the family to an evening 
°f lessons in European Folk Dances (not square dances) for all ages, school 
age and up. Some simple ones (but fun’) and some not-so-simplej Everyone 
can learn so don’t miss the fun. Some-of the dances are vigorous, so bring 
a towel. See you all at 7:30 P.M., Saturday, December 17.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Children’s Christmas Party Committee wishes to announce that the 
Children’s Christmas Party will be held at the Club on December 24th from 
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.

The Committee would like to ask each parent to buy presents for each of 
their children rather than the committee buying the gifts. This way 
the parents will get the right thing for their child. The club will 
reimburse the parents up to SI,CO per child. Also, we would like to 
ask the parents to wrap the piit and put the name of the child on it and 
deliver it to the cluo between ow and December 23.

There will be games and refreshments will be served. Someone from the 
family should accompany children Detween the ages of one and three.

FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT - GIVE SAFETY A LIFT


	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0001.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0002.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0003.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0004.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0005.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0006.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0007.tif‎
	‎Z:\scans_to_review\20211227_Pacific_NRC_Projects\20220118_Ponape-per\Ponape-per_1966_12_16\Ponape-per_1966_12_16_0008.tif‎

