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(Congress of tfje 3Hnitel) States
OTasbmgton, ©€ 20515

May 26, 1999 .cc

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington. DC 20500

Dear Mr President

As the air strikes in Yugoslavia and NATO efforts to halt Slobodan Milosevic's brutal 
campaign against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo enter their tenth week, we believe it is now time for 
N ATO to open the door to a peace settlement. In an effort to encourage all sides to reach a 
viable peace agreement, we write to urge you to call for a 72-hour bombing pause in Yugoslavia.

Make no mistake, we support our troops, and we support NATO Ethnic .Albanians in 
Kosovo have suffered greatly NATO is right to oppose ethnic cleansing and to work to reverse 
it The innocent people of Kosovo who have been driven from their homes by the inhumane 
policy of ethnic cleansing must be allowed to return. It is time, however, to take a step back, 
revisit our options and focus on achieving a viable peace agreement consistent with N ATO's 
goals

Slobodan Milosevic has said he wants to pull his forces out of Kosovo. Let's give him the 
opportunity to prove he is serious. If Milosevic fails to embrace this opportunity and withdraw 
Yugoslav troops, the bombing could resume after 72 hours. Milosevic's failure to accept this 
peace initiative will show that he is not serious about reaching a political solution and will confirm 
to our NATO allies and Russia that a continued bombing strategy is necessary. If Milosevic 
seizes this opportunity to end the crisis, however, we should be ready to embark upon an 
aggressixe search for a negotiated solution

Thank you for your attention to our concerns and we look forward to hearing from vou 
It is in all of our best interests to find a resolution to this conflict and begin the rebuilding of 
Kosovo and the return of Kosovar refugees.
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