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Case: Food and Economic Blockades* 
.··., ;: 

. Areas affected: Sit i o Hagonoy of barangay Diatagon; 
Huwangan of barangay St. Christine; and, 
Kiwagan, Kiampis, Or egon and Matanog 
barangay San Isidro, municipality of 
Surigacr del Sur. 
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CIRCUMSTANCES: 
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The above mentioned sitios (small v i llages) have been tagged 
by the ·, m1f'.i,t.ary as heav i ly influenced by communist guerrillas 
sine~ the ~~i2 6$ era. As such~ these places ha~e be en target$ of 
massive operatioris launche d by the 28th and 58th Infantry 
Battalions of the Army's 4th Infantry Division. 

Beginning September 1989 there seemed to be a lull in combat 
operations. Yet for the residents there was no cause for rejoice 
as the 28th IB ha~ i mposetj food and transportation blockades 
starting that same month. 

In an inte r view conducted by TFDP-Tandag Unit, sources who 
reques t ed anony mi t y said that each family, irrespective of the 
size, is being allowed only fi ve kilos of rice per week . Other 
basic goods such as d~ied fish, laundry soap, medicines and 
kerosene (LPG) a re a l so restricte d. Goods toming in are being 

--checked the- .2ath_ IJ:t • • .• , ·oint base d in Di eta on under Lt.. 
Mat,;,s tc:-dl. 

Simultaneous with the impos ition of the food blockade was 
the "transpor t a t ion blockade". All pa~;:,senger j€~epneys have been 
barred ·from ent£~ring the af ·fec: tec.1 an~c:1s a~. the military accused 
the residents of transpo rtin g supp l ies to the rebel New People's 
Army (NPA). Left with no other mea ns, the farmers are forced to 
hike twenty kilomete rs in going to Diatagon pr6per in order to 
sell their produce. • 

The blockades have made the situation of the si c k children 
and the elderly m{s erable. Sub~isting only on bananas and 
rootc:rc)ps, ma ny children have suffered from diarrhea, flL1, 

malnutrition, and e ven lack of food. Most of them died 
untreated. 

a Food Blockade - an activity conducted by .govern•ent agents to restrict the entry into aAd exit frot 
c011unities of fcod suppl ies. 

$ Econoaic Blockade - an activity conducted by govern•ent agents to· restrict the production, distribution and 
consu1ption of goods in a co.tunity. 

TFDP-Mindanao, 19 Acacia Street, Matina, Davao City P.O. Box 195 Tel. No: 7- 11-79 

T~~ f:orcc, Detainee~ of :he Ph!lip?ines (T_F~P) is a human rights organization established by the Association of Maj or Religious Superiors in the 
Ph1hp ~mes. fFDP believes m the mv1olable dignity of the human person and his/her basic inalienable rights to life; to freedom and to the means necessary 
and suitable for the proper development of life. TFDP, therefore, strives to live up to the imperative of "action on twhalf of justice ... appear as a consti­
tutive dimensions of the preaching of the Gospel of the Church mission for the redemption of the human race and its liberat ion from the very oppressive 
situation" (1971 Synod of Bishops Statemen t). 
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,-·.,:· '.c;~ner·a 11 y, the t~conomic S:-.i tuat.ic:m n·f th£~ pl?ople have been 
s;.e\ie1..: .. E,; ·1y af·ft?cb:."fd by tht? tr·.:-,1ns,.po1·--t:ation blockade. 
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Thl-=.> victims;, ,,,,i th thf:: t·-tetp··;"c.·tf; -s,;:Cud ' iii.Hd· . liJi"-inq~\·' ·. n2adl;h:-, 
has c;.c1l le.d th£"~ attention o-f t.ht? munic:ip,::11 mayor and provincial 
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<;J:OVE?r·nqr'. • • 'rJ-H-,:y , deman\Jt?d . Uwi -. • id1irit0d i ,"c, fa,- s-,\:Of) 'c)-f the·· .. ··twin 

r .. · .. ~}~~~:~1.~;~;-,,; :: h1..1\ ,.: , '.,1~ · ., 9;f: , t;·~e.~J21~·t ::: ~t~~· :i.,npos'.i t:ion~- have not be£m 
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~topf.'.•e<{ _ ;.~n;c1;: ,, • ·l:h,0:'~: • ff!-~/1~':,c\1')' • ye1··sor1nel • in,,olve·d :_: . ,., be 
:1.nv(~s:,t:1.<Jat§'d .:.unp,,v·t:1.al ly~_ .· .. , 
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1 .- ,. 'PrE\:-icfrmt tOri:<.Z{'.ir·l'-c. 
MalacaNang Palace 

, Mani l ,:-1 ., J·~' h,.i. l :i, pp in~-?f:. 
, · C·· ' ' . 'I, • • • • • •: • ..._., 

Gen. Renato de Villa 
NAFP Chief of .Staff 
,c;amp J\g1iLi,nf11C~c;; • Q(\£·?,:oh ·c~i ty • 
·p t·~i 1·i PfHJies=, • • • 
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' ·~ ~ ,:, E<1:~ i.,g I , 9i,,r\ . •• th\ I Jj t;r-md ,' 'F :i. c;\11:S ~;:, . 
Sc,1.d:.h Co!J1mario Chi.rd' . 
Uppf?r c:£,1 l a1·· i ar~ ~ Z ambc:L:r11,gc,1 •• Ci t..y < 
Phil :i.ppinf.-,•~; 
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·s; ~~~g; ci~A= M~riaM6 B~2~~y · jr. 
f;:ETOM >:I Cc:)ff1i-har--,d~r· • • 
t~ms:? c~d:: .{ti par'i _ .. . . 
Dav~o Cit;; · Philip~ines 

, 6. . /10'';f.~i•-,n~:r Sa} ·•l~)~:,t or~,. }~~;)_,<?Co . , ,, 
P ,,. o v i r', c i:? o ·f ~ku'" l. CJ .;,10 • cl €'.fl S Lrr·· • 

. . Ccr,p.itc~d Hill, Tar·11::!c~9; ;:j •~••'·' .:,-,n: 
·'' ikwf9a1::. · di::;,l ·s1.fr·', , , • \•,,:. ,. ,, •,_, , ·< 
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URGENT ACTION MONITOR 

Action taken: No._ of a_pJlea l_ 

{please check) 

< > Telegram!::',: 

< > Tele>:es: 

< > Letters: 

Note: lf yau are sending letters please 
furnish us a capy. 

Addressed :!,:g_: 

Sender· ' s name: 
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