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(lase: Food and Economic Blockades®
Areas affected: Sitio Hagonoy of barangay Diatagony =itio

Huwangan of barangay 3t. Christine; and, sitiocs
Kiwagan, Kiampis, Oregon and Matanog all of
barangay San Isidro, municipality of Lianga,
Surigac del Sur.

CIRCUMSTANCES:

The above mentioned sitios (small villages) have been tagged
by the wmilitary as heavily influenced by communist guerrillas
since the Marcos era. As such, these places have been targets of
massive operations launched by the 28th and 58th  Infantry
Battalions of the fray’'s 4th Infantry Division.

Beginning September 1989 there seemed to be & lull in combat
operations. Yet for the residents there was no cause for rejoice
as  the 28th IR has imposed food and transportation blockades
starting that same month,

In  an interview conducted by TFDP-Tandag Unit, sourtes who
reguested  anonymity said that each family, irrespective of the
size, is being allowed only five kilos of rice per week. Qther
basic goods such as dried fish, laundry socap, medicines and
kerosene (LPG) are also restricted. Goods coming in  are being
checked at  the 28th IR checkpoint based in Diatagon under Lt.
Mawstall.

Simultaneous with the imposition of the food bhlochkade was
the "ltransportation blockade”. All passenger jeepneys have been
barred from entering the affected areas as the military accused
the residents of transporting supplies to the rebel New People's
Army (NFP&)., Left with no other means, the farmers are forced to
hike twenty kilomelters in going to Diatagon proper in order to
sell their produce.

The blockades have made the situation of the sick children
and the elderly miserable. Subgisting only on bananas and
roctcrops, @many children have suffered from diarrhea, flu,
malnutrition, and even lack of food. Most of them died
untreated.

t Food Blockade - an activity conducted by governaent azgents to restrict the entry into and exit fros
cossunities of food supplies.
¥ Economic Blockade - an activity conducled by governament agents to restrict the production, distribution and
consuaption of goods in a coasunity.

TFDP-Mindanao, 19 Acacia Street, Matina, Davao City P.O. Box 195 Tel. No. 7-11-79

Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP) is a human rights organization established by the Association of Major Religious Superiors in the
Philippines. TFDP believes in the inviolable dignity of the human person and his/her basic inalienable rights to life; to freedom and to the means necessary
and suitable for the proper development of life. TFDP, therefore, strives to live up to the imperative of ‘““action on behalf of justice . . . appear as a consti-
tutive dimensions of the preaching of the Gospel of the Church mission for the redemption of the human race and its liberation from the very oppressive
situation” (1971 Synod of Bishops Statement).
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Recommended Action: Send Telegrams, express or airmail léttére:

‘;'Pxpve,s’ng cunaern abuut kh? ‘affected residents .
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