
THE FACTS ON PEARL HARBORThe country was well prepared for the bad news that Secretary Knox brought back from Hawaii. It was clear before he spoke yesterday that the Navy, as well as theArmy airforce, had suffered some stunning losses from the Japanese surprise attack of Dec. 7. It was alsoclear that neither the Army nor the navy was prepared for the attack, 
that they were caught napping when the Japanese planes and submarines suddenly began theirtreacherous assault.  So when Mr. Knox says that six men-o-war were lost, along with many planes, that other hips were damaged, much of the shock had 

already been absorbed. What were not prepared for was the 
loss of life- 91 officers and 2638 enlisted men. Many of the men, it seems, were trapped in 

the ships. In addition 20 officersand 363 men were wounded.  To consider the brighter side of Mr. Knox's report first, he emphasizes the fact that the Japanese failed to knock 
out the United States before the war began,"and points out that the entire balance of the Pacific Fleet, with its capital ships, aircraft carriers, 
heavy cruisers, light cruisers, destroyers and submarines, "are uninjured and are all at sea seeking contact with the enemy." While of course, he could not give the "size of 
the uninjured force, it must be considerable and will no doubt soon be giving a good account of itself.  Another bright spot in the report on this disaster was the "magnificent courage and resourcefulness" 
displayed by the officers and men of the fleet. Mr. Knoxcited many instances of high individual galantry under the murderous Japanese fire. America is entitled to be 

proud of the duantless spirit shown by its Navy men in meetingthis tragic test.  The Secretary was refreshingly frank in admitting openly that the "United States services 
were not on the alert against the surprise attack." Any attempt to cover up would have given rise to all sorts of ugly rumors that might have had their effect upon 
the country's morale, which by all signs is tiptop, regardless of the PearlHarbor disaster. By the same token, the detailed list of ships lost will end a good deal of 

grapevine gossip exaggerating losses.  Meantime, the President's formal investigation, to start immediately, should answer a lot of questions now being asked. Why, in view of the tense 
international situation, plain to readers of newspapers, did not the Army and Navy, at a great naval base, exercise proper vigilance? As long ago as 1937, the Japanese navy, seeking 
funds from the Diet, disclosed that its general plan of air combat was aimed at the complete destruction of enemy air bases before enemy planes, could attack the Japanese 
mainland. Who was to blame for the criminal carelessness which permitted the Japanese to come in unobservedboth by air and by sea, and catch us napping? The answers 

to these and other questions are not being sought in the spirit of a witch hunt- though witches there must be - but to assure the country that incompetent leaders will be 
discovered and cashiered, to guard against future blunders. What Knox had to say about the fifth column in Hawaii which has a large Japanese population dictated 
a relentless hunt for the traitors and summary punishment for them. It means perhaps internment for thousands on the island's population.  We have no doubt the 

Commander-in-Chief will move quickly and decisively to remove and punish those responsible for the Pearl Harbor disaster.But bad as it was it served the useful purposes 
not only of unifying our people in one electric moment but in curing us of the overconfidence another word itcockiness- that too many of our had with respect to 
the Japanese. It gave us a slogan - Remember Pearl Harbor!- which is a ready winging around the world and inspiring men in ships and in planes for heroic deeds. 
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