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All who sent in a reservation form for the 57" Anniversary Banquet should have received a
REMINDER and MAP to the hotel in the mail by now. If you paid for guests, please remind
them, too.

FROM THE EDITORS’ PUKA ' by Ray and Aki Nosaka

On Saturday morning, the 5™ of June 1999, the 100™/442°Y/MIS/1399 Go For Broke Memorial
Monument was officially unveiled and presented for public viewing in downtown Los Angeles. The
ceremony was very impressive with many speakers including Senator Dan Inouye, Secretary of the
Army Louis Caldera, Congressman Robert Matsui, and Councilwoman Rita Walters. All of the
dignitaries were presented with ti-leaf lei or a corsage that was made by our Club 100 members and
family volunteers and flown over with us.

As we viewed the monument and listened to the speeches, there was an overwhelming feeling of pride
and satisfaction that what was once a dream is now a reality—a landmark which will serve as a legacy
for our children and generations to come. All of the AJA soldiers should be proud to see their names
inscribed on this beautiful granite monument. Thank you to Col. Kim and all the very hard working
staff and volunteers and generous donors who made this all possible.

The “post unveiling” continuation held in Las Vegas was as expected — “much fun.” Thanks to Ben
Tagami and Ted Ohira and their committee members who worked very hard to keep the hospitality
room continually supplied with food, drinks and hot “matsutake rice.” Many thanks to Mr. and Mrs.
Tom Tsuda for picking and freezing all of the fresh mushroom so that we could partake of thls special
treat at the reunions.

Speaking of Las Vegas, please remember to sign up for the 13™ annual mini reunion which will be held
October 17 — 21, 1999. The registration form was included in the May issue of the PPP. Please
complete and mail it together with your deposit to Kiyoshi Kami or Ray Nosaka as soon as possible.
Because of the limited airplane seats, applications will be accepted on a “first come, first served” basis.

Mabhalo to the following PPP volunteers for coming out on May 27 to collate the June issue: Bernard
Akamine, Stanley M. Akita, Otomatsu Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Tom Fujise, Ralph
Fukunaga, Mary Hamasaki, Saburo Hasegawa, Tokuichi Hayashi, Ed Ikuma, Isamu Inouye, Sally
. Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Warren [wai, Masaru Kadomoto, Arthur Komiyama, Susumu Kunishige, Don
and Kimi Matsuda, Charles Mizoguchi, Y. Mugitani, Joe Muramatsu, Bessie Nakasone, Tom
Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Takeichi Onishi, Leo Sato, Robert Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, Hiromi
Suehiro, Denis and Joy Teracka, Masasuke Toma, Kiyoshi Uyeno, Ukichi Wozumi, Marie Yoneshige,
and to our early birds who set up the tables, Al Matsumoto, Tom Nakamura and Ken Nakagawa.
Thanks to Ben Takayesu who donated the pastries. Thank you all very much!

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JUNE BOARD MEETING by President Joe Muramatsu

After the preliminaries were taken care of, we went right into Committee Reports. First Vice President
Matsuda reported that the tenant in 207 who was delinquent in her rent moved out on her own. She
has quite an amount due us, and if she doesn’t pay in full, her account will be turned over to a
collection agency. We had some checkers movements among tenants, but at the present time we have
two vacancies.



The Annual Clubhouse Clean Up was very successful with 68 voluntecrs reporting for duty. ~ There
were a few bosses and a larger number of civilians watching the workers. Three urinals with modesty
panels have been installed in place of the old style urinals, at just the right height. Comments have
been positive. Construction of the wheelchair-accessible restroom will begin as soon as a permit is
obtained.

,

§ Don Matsuda as Pre51dent and Conrad Kurahara in the second spot. Like the Marmes Club 100 15‘ ?'
looking for a few good men to fill our official positions. : ‘

It is “all systems go” for dt_zf‘57 Anniversary Banquet.

No word on the Medal of Honor Celebration. We haven’t heard anything regarding how many or
when it will happen.

The 100/442/MIS World. War II Memorial Foundation unveiling and dedication ceremony was very
impressive. About 2,0 g people were there looking on. George Takei, Mr. Sulu of Star Trek, was the
M.C. Senator Dan Inouye, Congressman Robert Matsui and Secretary of the Army Louis Caldera
were principal speakers. There was mass confusion at the registration counter at the luncheon. As
Ken Saruwatari said, Hawaii’s parents are better, so our sons and daughters do a better job. The
contrast with what we are used to here and what we actually experienced there—waiting for an hour
and a half and food that was, well....enough complaining. Seeing the finished monument was very
satisfying.

We headed to Las Vegas on Sunday morning. After a short delay because of a snafu, we started
rolling a little after 8 a.m. After riding for about 2 hours, stopped off at Barstow, California, to refill
our stomachs. Then off to Las Vegas and to make a fortune. No such luck. At this time, [ want to
thank Jerry Yamaki for the gallons of tsukemono, Hiromi Suehiro for lugging the four gallons and to
Robert Aoki and the Green Thumb members for generous donations of flowers and all their hard work
in putting together the beautiful corsages.

The Fort Benning Monument Dedication Ceremony is scheduled for Monday, October 25, 1999. We
were saddened to learn of the untimely passing of Col. William S. Pye, but Mrs. Pye has assumed the
management of the project. Before he died, Col. Pye had requested the October 25 date even though
the monument would not be completely engraved. Because the new number for the medal of honor
and DSC would not be known, Col. Pye decided to go ahead and install the monument this August
without those numbers and engrave them on-site later. He chose October because it is too hot in
Georgia during the summer and we are busy with our annual memorial service in September. It would
be too cold in November and December and he didn’t want to wait until next year. Fortunately, the
Fort was able to grant his request. The Board authorized an official Club 100 Tour to Fort Benning for
the occasion. Stay tuned for more detalls )

bEe a reunion of Club 100 in Las Vegas during the week of June 18, 2000. Two hundred 4 |
rooms have been blocked off, so put in your reservations early or you will be put on the wamng llst
ining hall at the California Hotel holds only about 350 people, so seating will be Li '

A certificate recognizing an outstanding Marine ROTC cadet at Castle High School will be awarded
beginning with the 1999-2000 school year. In addition to the certificate, a copy of “Remembrances”
will also be given.

Warren Iwai will head up the committee to work out the details for the transition from a veterans
organization to a civic organization. The IRS status of the club will change on July 1, 1999, but
everything else, the charter and by-laws and structure of the club will remain the same until the
transition committee comes up with some recommendations. NOW is the time to tell your chapter
representative how you feel about membership eligibility, dues, officers and representation on the
board. Because of the change in IRS status, I will be making all of my tax-deductible donations to the
Sons and Daughters from now on.

Club 100 will join in with the other clubs in the Oahu AJA Veterans Council to have a plaque at the
base of a monkeypod tree along the drive to Punchbowl Cemetery. This will be installed in time for
the S0™ Anniversary of the opening of the cemetery on September 2, 1999.
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The Annual Tradi Awards by the JCCH (Japanese Cultural Center of Hawau) will be held on July 22,
1999. Don and Kimi Matsuda, Stanley and Drusilla Tanaka, Martin and Dorothy Tohara, and Conrad
and Jane Kurahara have been asked to represent Club 100. . T T e =
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There belng no other pressing busmess we all adjourned to Kengo’s for a luncheon buffet...... Only
six more to go. :

A

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, an association of World War II
veterans of the 100" Infantry Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu HI 96826

MESSAGE TO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF TAKESHI TESHIMA by Hajime Yamane

Teshima called me to tell you all how sorry he was that he had to cancel his plans to visit us here in
Honolulu. He was also sorry that he had to cancel his plans to be at the unveiling ceremony in Los
Angeles. Prior to the unveiling, he was in Chicago attending a business convention when he collapsed.
He was rushed back to Tokyo where his doctor diagnosed the cause as extreme fatigue. Teshima’s
voice sounded weak when he called me to tell me what happened and so our plans for his visit here
were canceled right away. He sounded much better when he called me a few days ago to arrange to
have some of his close associates in Honolulu attend our anniversary banquet on June 26. He does this
every year. In closing, Teshima did mention that he wants to go to LA and then come to Hawaii in the
near future—circumstances and God willing. All who know him remember him as a “5-5-5 Guy” (go-
go-go in Japanese)! I’ve warned him before and again this time — piano — piano — piano, Paisan ~
you 're not 25 anymore!

I’'m sure you all join me in wishing Takeshi Teshima a speedy and thorough recovery!

LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT by Warren Iwai,
Chairman, Club 100 Long Range Planning Committee

We just received word from our accountant, Allen Arakaki, that our application to change from a war
veteran’s organization to a civic organization was approved by the Internal Revenue Service to be
effective July 1, 1999. The immediate effect of this change is that beginning July 1, 1999, all
donations made to the Club 100 will not qualify as a tax-deductible contribution to the donor. Other
than this, there has been no change in the structure of the club. The LRP Committee’s next task is to
amend the by-laws to open membership to our sons, daughters and others. If you have any opinion on
this subject, please pass it on to your chapter representative (listed below) so we can have all the input
from all sources. One of the principal reasons for this change was to extend the life of the Club 100 so
that it can contribute to society in perpetuity.

Warren Iwai (C), Chair Kenneth Saruwatari (HQ)

Albert Matsumoto (A) Ted Hamasu (R)

Hajime Yamane (B) A son or daughter to be named
~ Martin Tohara (D)

MESSAGE FROM BERT TURNER

My wife, Vonnie, and I were privileged and honored to be present at the dedication of the 100"-442"-
MIS-WWII Memorial in Los Angeles on June 5, 1999.

We got to Little Tokyo a day early so that we would have time to visit the Japanese American National
Museum prior to the dedication.

We spent over three hours in the Museum and found it to be well-documented and professionally
displayed It well-presented the history of the arrival, the assimilation, the dispatch (of AJAs to
relocation camps from their homes along the West Coast) and the rejuvenation of AJA communities
after World War II. Because of its location, the museum concentrates more on the life and plight of -
the AJAs in California, although the life of AJAs in Hawaii from their arrival to their treatment after
World War II started is explamed accurately, I believe. I was sorry to read that they placed Senator
Sparky Matsunaga in the 442™ and 1 think Governor Ariyoshi was given one more term than he
actually served, but these are correctable details.



On the evening of the 4™, we journeyed over to the Monument. Workers were feverishly putting the
last touches on the Monument and I wondered if it would be ready for a 10 a.m. dedication the
following morning. It was that evening that I saw for the first time the writing on the face of the
Monument and my heart swelled with pride to see Ben Tamashiro’s name and the words he had crafted
as the focal point of the entire face of the Monument. Yes, there were quotes by President Truman,
President Reagan, General MacArthur and General Willoughby, but what makes the face of the
monument are Ben’s words. They are (as most of you know) as follows: '

Rising to the defense of their country, by the thousands they came — these young

- Japanese American soldiers from Hawaii, the States, America’s concentration camps ~

to fight in Europe and the Pacific during World War II. Looked upon with suspicion,

set apart and deprived of their Constitutional Rights, they nevertheless remained

steadfast and served with indomitable spirit and uncommon valor, for theirs was a fight

to prove loyalty. This legacy will serve as a sobering reminder that never again shall
any group be denied liberty and the rights of citizenship.

It is a large monument, measuring 40 feet across and built on an incline, which is 9 feet at its highest
point. The names of 16,000 men and women who served in the AJA units, including Caucasians and
part-Japanese, are engraved on the circular wall of the monument. Those who did not survive the war
are designated with an asterisk next to their names.

The next morning, the dedication started promptly at 10 a.m. (the final touches on the monument had
been completed). The Master of Ceremonies was George Takei, otherwise known as Lt. Sulu of Star
Trek fame. He did an outstanding job. The grandchildren of veterans led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance. The Star Spangled Banner was sung magnificently by Julie Inouye/Juls Ino, who later
sang a song she had composed, expressing her admiration and appreciation to the veterans present and
to those whose names are on the wall.

Surrounding the Monument are pillars which honor major donors. There are many individual major
givers from Hawaii, as well as the prominent identification of Club 100 (which has pledged $50,000
over 10 years).

Secretary of the Army Louis Caldera, who before becoming Secretary had represented the Little Tokyo
area in Congress, spoke with awe of the accomplishments of the various AJA units. Congressman
Matsui, who is from the Sacramento area, spoke of his admiration of the men represented on the wall.
Senator Inouye reminisced back to the swearing in of the men from Hawaii who were to join the 442"
and the maltreatment they received as they marched to the docks for their trip to the mainland to
commence training. He indicated the bitterness many experienced at the time, but he ended by saying:
“Today, all of that bitterness is gone.”

Representatives of the various units, both from Hawaii as well as the mainland placed roses on the face
of the monument as a tribute to those veterans there in person as well as those not present.

Colonel Young O. Kim was honored for his work over ten years in bringing the monument from
concept to fruition. The most important response he made in thanking for the rightful accolades
proffered him was a reminder to all present that over 8,000 of the 16,000 names engraved in granite on
the wall were men from Hawaii.

A group of Ciub 100 Hawaii stalwarts (and gamblers) arrived late the evening before the event and
they were well represented in the assemblage of veterans and dignitaries at the dedication and the
lunch which followed.

After the dedication, we traveled to the Intercontinental Hotel for a delicious lunch and more speeches
by the same men who had spoken at the dedication. In addition, we were entertained by a hula halau
from the Southern California area — they were very good!

The festivities were over by 3 p.m. Vonnie and I journeyed back to the monument where we found
many others taking pictures and making rubbings of names of loved ones.
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We waved goodbye to the gamblers the next morning as they mounted their bus for the trip to Las
Vegas. What a great group of folks from Hawaii they were, led by our Club’s President, Joe
Muramatsu.

I was delighted to find Dad’s name engraved along with all the others with whom he had served. It
was a great day for us and we were proud and honored to be among those attending the events.

Note: I have left a set of pictures I took at the event at the Clubhouse Office.

HIP - HIP - HOORAY! ‘Just as we were going to press, the news of General Eric Shinseki’s
confirmation as the next Chief of Staff of the Army was received. What a proud day for Hawaii, for
the Japanese community, for his family and relatives on Kauai and especially for the late Herbert Ishii
(B) family, as Herbert’s sister, Fudeko, is the General’s mother.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT by Drusilla A. Tanaka
Mahalo nui loa to the following donors for their thoughtful and timely gifts to Club 100:

o 350 from Edward Kobata (Mainland) in memory of Horace Awa (A)

e $100 - from Tomiko Furuta in memory of Robert Furuta (HQ/Rural)

e $50 from Katherine Baishiki in memory of Haluto “Junior” Moriguchi (C)

e VHS videocassette of the unvelhng and dedication ceremony at Los Angeles (June 5, 1999) taken

by Kunio Fujimoto (A)

The PukaPuka Parade received the following donations:
e 35100 from Ken Miya (Mainland)
o $25 from Edward Kobata (Mainland)

Donors to the Fort Benning, Georgia, Monument Project:

e $100 from Ken Miya (Mainland)

o $50 from Edward Kobata (Mainland)

e §$100 from Denis Teraoka (D)

o $50 from Avin S. Oshiro (Sons and Daughters)
o $100 from Ben Takayesu (C/Maui)

e $4325  from 100™ Battalion Veterans Club of Southern California
o $275 from Gary Ikuma (Sons and Daughters)

e §100 from Thomas Tsubota (B)

o $200 " from Rural Chapter

o $100 from Kaneichi Morimoto (B)

e $100 from Arthur Komiyama (HQ)

e $100 from Satoshi Kashimoto (Rural)

e $50 from James Maeda (A/Hawaii)

The Club 100 Scholarshlp Fund has received a gift of $2,500.00 from Kenneth Mltsunaga D)
and his daughter, Joyce Mitsunaga.

Thank.you very much to everyone who sent in a donation to the various funds and projects. Club
100 will continue to accept donations and will acknowledge these gifts in the PukaPuka Parade.
However, effective July 1, 1999, contributions will not be considered charitable donations and may
not be claimed as tax deductions by the donor.

Happy 80" Birthday to the following “July babies”: Susumu Fukuyoshi (C/Maui), Hisashi Komori
(A), Cary Matsumoto (A), Thomas Morikawa (A), Yoshito Morikawa (C), Keijiro Umebayashi (B).

<*ATTITUDE: Without a doubt, this month’s “Positive Attitude” award goes to Col. Young Oak
Kim and his army of volunteers who had the foresight, courage, and tenacity to build a monument to
all the Japanese American military units which served in World War II and to permanently engrave the
names of all the individuals who served. After more than 10 long years of negotlatlons hurdling
obstacles, meetings, paper work, fund raising, planning, testifying, cutting red tape, endunng delays,
moving beyond controversy, gathering supporters, capturing the enthusiasm of thousands of people,



and upholding the focused vision of perpetuating the legacy of the Japanese Americans, they DID IT!
As Ben Tagami says, “I told you so.” '

The Annual Clubhouse Clean Up was a sparkling success! Thank you very much to all the
volunteers who used their elbow grease to make everything clean and shiny. Tokuji Ono, Martin
Tohara, Kiyomi Kaneshige, Ann Kabasawa, Kikuji Tojio, Y. Mugitani, Masaru Kadomoto, Tom
Nakamura, Goro Sumida, Paul Shirai, Art Nakayama, Saburo Nishime, Robert Sato, Isamu Inouye,
Albert Matsumoto, Aki Nosaka, Ray Nosaka, Jits Yoshida, Bill Takaezu, Paul Fukunaga, Kent
Kuriyama, Kimi Matsuda, Don Matsuda, Ukichi Wozumi, Stanley M. Akita, Hiromi Suehiro, Thomas
Tsubota, Kiyoshi Uyeno, Charles Nishimura, Mitsuo Hamasu, Shigeru Inouye, Fumi Inouye, Tom
Fujise, Leo Sato, Masa Toma, Takeo Azama, Ed Ikuma, Jack Mizushima, Amy Muroshige, Toshimi
Sodetani, Yoshio Anzai, Seigi Adaniya, Denis Teraoka, Chick Miyashiro, Arthur Komiyama,
Otomatsu Aoki, Richard Yamashina, Takeichi Onishi, Ken and Vivian Saruwatari, Richard Hosaka,
Susumu Ota, Nick Nakabayashi, Etsuo Katano, Marcia Tsue, Warren Iwai, Arlene Sato, Tommy
Nishioka, Akira Akimoto, Avin Oshiro, Denis Tanigawa, Stanley Tanaka, Dorothy Tamashiro, Kazuto
Shimizu, Ken Mitsunaga, Roy Nakamura, Seiji Tanigawa, Hisako Nakamura, Sally Inouye, Ken
Otagaki, Jeanette Akamine, Karen Tanigawa, Kristi Tanigawa, and Casey Tanigawa, and any other
volunteers who were not signed in. Special thanks to Russell Helton (son-in-law of Susumu Ota) who
let us borrow his rolling scaffolding so that the light fixtures and fan blades could be thoroughly
cleaned. Sons and daughters, we couldn’t do this without your help—thank you very very much!

Doomo arigato to Wally Teruya (HQ), Takeshi Kz‘mur& (C), and Sally Inouye for their donations.

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tommy Nishioka

May 29" was our annual clubhouse clean-up day and all the chapters were well-represented,
augmented by our Sons and Daughters. To me this is in essence a true comradeship, working together
side by side as we rarely get together unless were are at the annual anniversary party. This year instead
of the bento lunch, we were treated to a brunch of French Toast, Fried Rice, Breakfast Ham,
Scrambled Eggs and cold juice and was it really “ono.” Thank you, Sally Inouye, for the delicious
watermelon—it really hit the spot!

I had the honor of representing the 100" Battalion at the annual Memorial Day Service at the Honpa
Hongwanji Betsuin on May 30. Other veterans representing their units were Mr. Robert Katayama of
the 442", Mr. Wayne Sumimoto of the 1399", and Mr. Kenzo Kamemoto of the MIS. To my surprise,
the guest speaker was Mr. Ed Ichiyama of the 522" FAB (and brother of our own Wally Ichiyama)
and he gave a very interesting aspect of the 100t" and the 442""s accomplishments in the European
countries during the war. After the service, we all went down to the hall to have refreshments and a
critique. A “panel” of Col. Bert Nishimura, Mr. Ed Ichiyama and Mr. Sadaichi Kubota of the 442"
presented their experiences during the war and later answered questions. It was interesting and
enjoyable.

Able Chapter received a very generous monetary donation from Mrs. Barbara Matsui in the amount of
$100.00 in memory of her late husband, Jiro, who passed away recently. Able Chapter wishes to thank
the family very much and we extend our sincere sympathy and condolences to the family.

Mrs. Jean Miyasato of Glasgow, Montana, sent us an article about her late husband and A Company
veteran, Lawrence Miyasato. The article mentions that Larry had a ribbon which was an award for
saving a life under non-combat conditions.  No one in his family knows any of the details of this
incident, however. If any of you have any information, please call the clubhouse office at 946-0272:
Jean is recovering from colon cancer surgery and undergoing chemotherapy. She writes, “bless all the
remaining veterans of the 100%.”

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard S. Akamine

I want to apologize for not participating at the Annual Clubhouse Clean Up. On Thursday, the 27% of
May, I was picking flowers for my two elementary-school grandchildren so they could make leis to be -
used to decorate the gravestones at Punchbowl. As I picked the last blossom, I fell from the ladder. It
wasn’t high, only about four feet, but in bracing my body for the fall, I must have used some muscles



that are not used normally, so my body ached all over for a few days. My wife went to the clean up in
my place. From the comments.I’ve heard, she was a better participant than me!

The following is from the May 1990 issue of the PukaPuka Parade. Titled “A Puka in the Puka Puka,”
written by Evelyn Oshiro: “there are nine silent un-recognized people who are the backbone of the
circulation part of the PukaPuka Parade. Each month they faithfully prepare the parade to be sent to
the post office. Of the nine, five were born of the original Donald “Blue” Nagasaki group. They are
Ralph Fukunaga, Tommy Nishioka, Isamu “Isham” Inouye, Richard “Pluto” Arakaki, and Kunio
“Kuni” Fujimoto. When Ray Nosaka called me one day after Donald passed away and asked me to fill
in as head of circulation, I took up the offer just to prove to myself that I could do it. I have a
background position of Chief Filing Clerk at the Senate Print Shop (thanks to Sakae Takahashi who
sponsored me). [ also had an opportunity to tour the main post office to learn of their functions in my
line of work. After asking the “Five Musketeers” to support me as they did “Blue,” I knew we could
do it with no problems. Since then, Bernard Akamine, Richard Miyashiro, and Arthur Komiyama have
joined us. Gladys Kawakami has volunteered her services with the Aiko Sensei Karaoke Class. These
four people serve as section chiefs. Ray and Aki Nosaka, beyond their call of duty, are always with us.
After the collating, stapling, folding and labeling are done by the various chapters that come out each
month and after they are released, the nitty gritty finishing work begins. This is the point were “too
many cooks spoil the broth.” We count and bundle the bulletins/parades which are first separated by
zip codes, label them by categories “D,” “C”, or “3” following post office regulations, put postage on
those being mailed to the U.S. mainland, Japan and Guam, place all the mailings in postal bags, again
by postal regulations. Our Executive Secretary Paul, the “head overhead” observes us closely and
assures that we do everything correctly according to post office regulations. If the post office finds a
mistake in the mailing, they will not process the mailing until it is corrected. They will not correct it
for us. Finally, Paul fills out the delivery slip in detail and delivers the bags to the main post office at
the airport. Lastly, I must say that my husband, Seie, is the one who suggested that I “fill the puka” in
the PukaPuka Parade by writing and thanking my crew for all to see their part of the work, not
realizing that I have been verbally thanking them repeatedly because I am no writer. If I had to write,
I’d be a nervous wreck and I can’t afford to be in that condition. I’d like to see him do it. It’s easier
said than done. But, he is so right, it must be done (and I am a nervous wreck.) Thanks again loads.
Without you, nevah happen.”

Evelyn, I can say you did a very good job in organizing the core group because even without your
presence we are doing the work you taught us from day one. Mabhalo.

Denis Tanigawa has lots of great ideas for fun and games at the August Family Night on Sunday,
August.29. He wants to be sure there are lots of prizes and enough material for the games, so please be
sure to sign up at the July chapter meeting or call Bob Aoki to make your reservation. In the past, only
a handful of members sign up before the event. -Most of the participants just show up. This causes a
lot of stress for all involved in the planning and cooking. If this continues, we may have to resort to
give surprises to those who show up without reservations, an idea of Bob Arakaki.

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Warren Iwai

Meeting: There is no report on our meeting because the due date of this article came before the
meeting.

Kazuto Shimizu, our special correspondent, reports on the “Go For Broke” monument in Los Angeles
and the Las Vegas thrills: “The unveiling ceremony of the Go For Broke Monument in Los Angeles
was, in one word, superb. Young O. Kim took the center stage and rightly so. The speeches were
great. But my thoughts were on Ben Tagami, Sam Fujikawa, Hank Yoshitake and all the others who
worked so hard. '

“Ben met the Hawaii group at the airport and his answer to my first remark was “Eleven long years!”
That said it all. My wife, Lynn, noted with sadness the frail legs of the veterans when they were called
up to lay flowers on the monument, representing the various veterans organizations. Goro Sumida,
normally a chatter box, was uncharacteristically silent. It couldn’t have been because his wife, Gladys,
was beside him $ince he was back to his old self in Vegas.



“Upon arrival in Little Tokyo, Lynn and [ had saimin, seated with Mimi Nakano and her parents,
Mavis and Shizuya Hayashi. Mimi is involved with the committee responsible for the monumental
task of educating the public on “our monument.” She took this opportunity to look after her parents all
the way to Vegas — oya ko ko de su.

“Let me take this opportunity to express some thoughts, while I’'m in this mood. The praises and
expressions we vets received for a few years of our lives give me mixed emotions. I am happy to have
been given the opportunity to serve my country, but I do not relish the thought that I was trained to
pulverize and destroy another human being without emotion or hesitation. (Mimi, I hope you’re
listening.) Our fleeting life must contend with the many imperfections of our society. The good
feeling we get when a great nation allows a monument like this to be built in a great city like Los
Angeles shows that good prevails over evil. May the next generation inherit a world where nations
need not have to resort to war to settle their differences.

“I haven’t much to write about “C” chapter members. The Oscar Miyashiros, Kenneth and Bea Higa,
Takeichi and Dorothy Onishi, Hiromi Suehiro, and Lynn and I were in the group that went to Los
Angeles. I saw Stan and Doris Kimura and Kanemi Kanazawa and his daughter at the banquet
following the ceremony.

“What about Las Vegas? Nothing much to talk about except to say that we enjoyed the beautiful
casinos and entertainment financed by you know who. I’ll mention two “C” chapter members,
Takeichi and Hiromi whom I kept running into at the casinos. I can report a bright note—Dorothy
made up for Takeichi’s losses.”

Thank you, Kazuto, for your candid report.

Mike Masaichi Kamiya passed away on May 15. His brother, Lawrence Masanobu Kamei, who was
also with Co. “C”, survives him. Our sincere condolences to Lawrence and family. Private service
was held.

William S. Pye, our former company commander, passed away on May 28 in Dallas, Texas. He is
survived by his wife, Peggy. He was in the midst of building our Fort Benning Monument. It was his
idea and he was the project manger, making all the arrangements and contacts. He was truly an officer
and gentleman of the 100" Battalion. Our sincere condolences to Peggy and his family.

NEXT MEETING: July 19, 10:00 a.m., Clubhouse

Finally, Jimmy Maeda sent me a letter with this note: “note by IRS table — Life expectancy for a man
age 81 years is 7.1 years.” Our time is running short. -

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido

Sue Kondo left for Japan in mid-May and returned on June 6™, She was away for 2-1/2 weeks. She
flew to Niigata and stayed with relatives for 8 nights, then left on the shinkansen for Tokyo. She
stayed in Tokyo for 9 days visiting friends. She said the onsen in Niigata was so good that she went
back to Niigata from Tokyo on the shinkansen again to go in the onsen. Brave gal, going alone. She
really had a relaxing and enjoyable time.

On June 5", “China” Yamashina, Ruth Watanabe and I were at Punchbowl cemetery volunteering at
the visitors’ center. We had many visitors and it was a very interesting day. Some of the questions
asked were “Are any famous people buried there?” Oh, yes, we have Ernie Pyle and Ellison Onizuka.
“How do you get to the lookout point?” “Do you have a computer to look up the names?” “Is there a
Jewish temple nearby?” People walk up from the bus stop to the cemetery so they asked if there was a
shuttle bus to the cemetery. One person wanted to borrow a pencil to trace the grave marker. All we
had was a flat pointed pencil and a knife from “China.” (The following Saturday, I stopped by with a
container of pencils and a little pencil sharpener. If you have short pencils lying around at home,
please bring them to the cemetery on your next volunteering day.) One person wanted to report that
their vase was stolen. A fellow asked whether his wife could be buried with her first husband. We
couldn’t answer some of the questions, so advised them to call the office when it’s open. Many
visitors commented on how well the cemetery is kept. Mahalo to the maintenance crew for doing a

fine job of beautifying the cemetery.



Called Kay Yoshioka to sce how things were with Bob and her. They are doing okay, except Bob has
problems with his feet. Take care.

Talked to Jane Matsunami as we haven’t seen “Matsu” and Jane since the last Dog Chapter luncheon
in March. Jane says she is busy taking care of “Matsu” and takes him for a walk every day down to
Ala Moana Center. Keep it up.

NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS

HQ Chapter President Kenneth Saruwatari, his wife Vivian, and entire family were celebrating their
50" Wedding Anniversary in Japan at the time of the PPP news deadline. May you have many more
happy years together.

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER by Ted M. Hamasu (via the Internet)

We held our bi-monthly meeting at the Westgate Shopping Center Office owned by Jerry Yamaki on
21 May 1999 from 11:00 AM.

Since Michael Hamamoto needed a ride, I picked him up just after 10:00 AM and stopped at Longs
Drug to get a pack of beer for our gathering. Arriving at the conference room we met up with long
time no see Oscar Fukino and my golfing partner Walter Iwasa. I told Oscar, "I called you on the
telephone but you no answer, how come?" He said that he is lonely after losing his wife, so he spends
most of his time at the Pearl City Community Church. Walter lost a little weight but he looked good,
so I asked him, when was he coming back to join us on the course. His reply was "hopefully within a
couple of weeks.” Jerry Yamaki gained some weight but he looked real good and I told him so. He
says that both of the doctors that he goes to say that he should put on some weight, so I must be doing
the right thing. He said that he has to have two more treatments of chemo and hopefully that will take
care of this thing (cancer of the esophagus). Tamotsu Shimizu looked all right but he says, it still hurts
but it’s getting better and it'll be like new eventually. The doctor says it'll take quite a while more
before he'll be able to run around. Hakaru Taoka says that he lost quite a bit of weight but he looked
as though nothing was wrong with him. He claims that his heart is getting weaker, so he cannot exert
himself in any thing that he does. They all say that when you get to be old as we are, you get all kinds
of ailments that catch up with you because you no can run fast enough. . So, I pray that all of you will
take care of your health to minimize this so-called old age sickness from catching up with you.

Wow, look like I went off base from my meeting agenda. Well when you no see da guys for 2 months,
there are lots of personal things to catch up with.

Before we went to our meeting, we bought our bento and we all gathered around the long conference
table to have our lunch. 1 had rice and spare ribs as my bento and when I opened it, there was so much
- food, it could have fed two guys. It tasted real ono too. As usual, like a good host, Jerry passed out the
drinks and took care of our thirst. We had 12 members and a wife attending. After enjoying our lunch
for about an hour the prexy banged on the gavel to call the meeting to order.

This year we will not have our annual picnic, because Carole and Jerry Yamaki are not feeling up to
par. The members agreed to donate $200.00 to the Ft. Benning, 100th Inf. Bn. Monument. We are in
need of a few good men to be the officers of the mother club. The nomination committee chairman is
hard pressed to come up with names to fill the 2nd VP and the Sec/Trea. positions. Now is the time for
all good men to come to the aid of the club.

The seating arrangements at the Anniversary Banquet will be by chapters or by requests. The last count
for attendance was 219 plus our invited guests. Soon, we will be converting our tax-exempt status
from Veterans to a Social Organization. This action should be taking place within a couple of months.

Ah, after we in Hawaii waited for about 9 years, we finally received invitations to the unveiling of the
100/442/MIS Memorial Monument on 5 June, 1999. That date June 5 is very significant, because it
was on June 5, 1942 that we were shipped out quietly from Hawaii to the mainland on our way to
Camp McCoy.
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After a bit of confusion, the Club asked Ray and Aki Nosaka to lead the group to attend the unveiling
ceremonies in LA and the post unveiling banquet in Las Vegas. Our group consisted of about 50
members and wives heading for LA on 4 June, ETD Honolulu airport at 12:30 PM, ETA at LA was at
8:47 PM. Most of the group stayed at the Miyako Hotel which is close to the Monument site, while
Kitty and I stayed with our daughter who lives in Culver City, nearby. Going over, we were loaded
with an extra box of "miyage mono" for our relatives and friends in LA. By the time we reached my
daughter's place and caught up with the latest stories, it was after midnight. The unveiling ceremonies
was to start at 10:00 AM the next day and since my brother and his wife who live in LA were
attending, he offered to drive us down to the monument. I thought it was a wide open space but putting
up the bleachers and other things made it seem so crowded and with all the people it made it look more
so. My guesstimate of the number attending the ceremonies is about 2-2.5 thousand? They even ran
out of the day’s program sheet, so there must have been more people than they had expected.

The keynote speaker was our senator Dan Inouye. He emphasized the hardships and discriminations
that the AJA went through and that this monument is a tribute to their steadfastness in believing
Americanism s not by the looks and features but what is represented on the monument is what is in the
hearts of all the AJAs.

After the ceremonies, we were bussed to the Inter Continental Hotel for luncheon. After a brief mix up
in the registration, every one found the right tables and seats when the luncheon program began. It
started with a taiko ensemble which woke up everyone in the hall of about 900 guests. The master of
ceremonies was Mr. George Takei of Star Trek fame. After the luncheon, we had to leave to meet
Kitty's cousin at the JANM , so we caught the first bus back to the Monument site. I wanted to see our
names on the monument, which is about 9 feet high at the highest point and the names are inscribed
randomly; anyone wishing to locate a name must be able to operate a computer. So, I went to the
computer and with the help of a kind lady, I was able to locate my name and couple of other names on
the monument. It is an impressive monument. My hat goes off to Col. Kim and all the rest of the gang
for their steadfastness in their purpose to build this monument, overcoming the many obstacles that
were in their path.

If you go to the mainland, make sure you go see the monument. You won't be disappointed. "KORE
WA HONTO."

Our deep condolences to the Kamiya family and relatives by the death bf Mike. He passed away on 15
May 1999. A private funeral service was held at the Hosoi Garden Mortuary.

Our next meeting will be held at Zippy’s in Wahiawa oh 16 July, 1999. See you all there.

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata

Maui Chapter President Stanley Izumigawa represented Club 100 at the presentation of floral bouquets
during the Memorial Day Service that was held at the Makawao Veterans Cemetery on Monday
morning, May 31, 1999. U.S. Senator Daniel Akaka delivered the Memorial Day address. According
to Senator Akaka, the Army hopes to complete the upgrade of DSC Medal winners to Medal of Honor
medals by the end of the year. He also mentioned that his office is working to obtain a unit citation for
the MIS soldiers. This annual service is sponsored by the Maui County and the Maui County Veterans
Council. The Maui 442™ Veterans Club was in charge of this year’s service.

There will be a Family Night dinner at the Kahului CC recreation hall at 6 p.m. Friday, July 9, 1999.
Groups 1 and 2 will be in charge.

Masao Sato has contributed the following article about his trip to the Los Angeles Monument
unveiling held on Saturday, June 5, 1999:

Go For Broke Monument Unveiling Celebration
On June 4™, my wife and I left Kahului Airport on Aloha airlines and reached Honolulu

International airport to join Ray Nosaka and his group at the United AirLines departure
area. ,



When we arrived at the Los Angeles airport, the bus took us to Miyako Hotel where we
stayed for 2 nights. From my room in the hotel I could see the museum on the right side
- of the window and the monument directly in front, about 500 yards from the hotel.

Early Saturday morning, my wife and I went to the monument. This monument project
started in 1988. During one of the mini-reunions in Las Vegas, the miniature replica of
the monument was on display. I thought it was simple and beautiful.

Here I am now in front of the finished monument with 15, 987 names engraved on the
curving granite wall surrounding the ‘Go For Broke’ monument, a circular black granite
slab 9 feet high in the middle and sloping down to two feet.

While looking for my name with others, my thoughts went back to September 29, 1943,
the day the first soldier of the 100™ died in combat--his body inside the mattress cover,
rifle upside down, poked in the ground with the helmet on top and the dog tag hanging
from the rifle butt. That night, I couldn’t sleep, thinking this is war. Some will be
killed, others will be wounded and the lucky ones will return to Hawaii. We kept on
pushing the enemy up north...passed through the town of Benevento, about the size of
Wabhiawa...all quiet...no human around. Then we came to Alife where C Company
was to be the point to iead the battalion on October 23.

Being 1* Scout in the squad, I was way out in front, then [ heard the rumbling sound of
the engine and the olive trees being squashed down. It seemed the tank was coming
straight toward me. The tank stopped beside a rock wall and began firing the cannon
and the machine gun. I crawled back following a little ravine. I reached a point where
some of the men were takmg cover in the deep ravine about 6-foot deep. The orders
came—sniper hiding, 3" olive tree from the building. The sniper had already killed the
Sergeant and runner and wounded 2 others. I cocked my M-1 rifle and shot at the olive
trees. Soon cease-fire was ordered. The sniper was killed and fell from the tree. The
mortar shell exploded all around. I should have known the enemy was trying to knock
us out by zeroing the shell where we were taking cover. All of a sudden, I hear “watch
it.” Next thing I knew, everything was so quiet and I was back in Maui, swimming in
the plantation reservoir, all naked and sliding on my belly, having fun, playing marbles
and being at the elementary school.

Next, I was shaken and was told to spit the blood and turn my head on the helmet.

That’s when I realized | was wounded—couldn’t lift my arms and legs and my head

was heavy. During the Louisiana maneuvers, I was tagged as wounded and was told to

walk back to the ambulance. Now, I was helpless. The medic came to bandage me, his

hands were covered with blood from others wounded earlier from the sniper. He cut the

pants and shirt with scissors to bandage the wounds. I saw one dead buddy who was

with me a few feet away, covered half with dlrt rifle upside down and helmet on top
with dog tag hanging.

Next came the MC’s voice over the speakers, telling everyone to take their seats so that
the unveiling ceremony could begin. The usual procedure—welcome address, raising
of the flag, National anthem, pledge to the flag, congratulatory remarks from Secretary
of the Army Louis Caldera, keynote address by Senator Daniel Inouye, lighting of the
memorial flame by Col. Young O. Kim, and words on behalf of the City of Los Angeles .
by Councilmember Rita Walters.

After the unveiling ceremony, we rode on the bus to the Inter Continental Hotel for the
luncheon banquet. Lots of speeches and entertainment. We rode back on the bus to the
- museum. We stayed there until closing time. Didn’t have much time to look over the
many things in the museum. That calls for another trip in the future to visit the museum
leisurely.

On Sunday morning, we left Los Angeles for Las Vegas on the bus. We were all
quartered at the California Hotel. The hospitality room was terrific with so much food
and fruits. The matsutake rice was my favorite. Co-Chairmen Ben Tagami and Ted
Ohira and their hospitality room committee of Ben and Jean Tagami, Ted and Chiz
. Ohira, Henry and Elsie Hayashi, Sam and Terry Fujikawa, and Fumi Sakato all worked .
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hard keeping the room filled with lots of ono kau kau—gochiso. Hawaii Coordinators
Ray and Aki Nosaka and Bus Tours by June and George Kurisu — all planned and
everything went on fine. Enjoyed the tour very much. My wife and I went to the Grand
Canyon tour on Tuesday with our son and grandson. It was our third time there. We
stayed at the El Tovar Hotel when we first went near the rim of the canyon.

The Post-unveiling celebration at Las Vegas, sponsored by the Southern California
Chapter was held in the Ohana room in the California Hotel. Lots of food,
entertainment, and speeches. We ended the night singing “Auld Lang Syne” and
“Aloha Oe.” Some went to their rooms to pack up, ready to leave on Thursday, while
others still tried to get their deposit money from the casino. No luck—all deposit and
no return.

We left Las Végas airport for Los Angeles. Some still thought they could beat the
machine and tried to make plane expenses. No luck. We reached Honolulu airport and
all went home. I continued to Maui with Edwin and Helen Nakashima and my wife.

Yes, memories, memories, memories...with empty pocket.

HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda

This is another reminder for the annual Fourth of July, AJA Veterans Council get-together on
Monday, July 5, at the AJA Veterans Memorial Hall. The affair is a luncheon. The happy
hour, beginning from 11:00 a.m. and lunch at 12:00 noon. No other information has come out
since last month. The person responsible is having some difficulty getting a program since it is
a holiday. Please remember to attend. Wives and guests are welcome. Please give your count
to your team captain.

Some happenings around Hilo: Recently, the management and editor of the Hawaii Tribune
Herald (our local morning paper) received complaints that their crossword puzzle was too easy.
The newspaper, responding to the complaints, has now added a new puzzle from New York
City, a King Feature Service—somewhat difficult. The question is, have the people on the
Island of Hawaii become smarter in the mornings? A bartender of a private club, Hilo Yacht
Club, told me, “if you cannot complete the crossword puzzle in 19 minutes, it is best that you
cast the puzzle aside and do a new one.” My wife is a regular crossword puzzle student,
morning and afternoon newspapers. Guess what she got for Mothers’ Day—a crossword
puzzle dictionary.

Miconia Plant: This writer heard a lecture the other day about the Miconia Plant—a very
troublesome plant growing in Puna, Hilo, Kona and Hamakua districts. This plant grows tall,
with beautiful large green leaves and has become a pest, growing in valleys, hills and forests,
killing the lehua trees, other native trees and shrubs. When you see the plants near your home,
get rid of them.

SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEWS

Mahalo to:  Harry Kamikawa of Rural Chapter for his generous donation of $100 to the Oral
History Project.

Mrs. Richard Yamamoto for her gift of $25.

- Mrs. Mildred Fencl for $1,000 to the Scholarship Fund in memory of Warren
Fencl. :

Hawaiian Electric Industries Charitable Foundation for their matching gift of
$250. (Thanks to HEI employee Steve Takushi for applying for the matching
grant program.)

We are selling the videotape, “Beyond Barbed Wire” and the CD/cassette tape, “Music to Remember.”
Please call Ann Kabasawa at 734-0841 or e-mail me at annkaba@aloha.net if you have any questions.
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The following is a portion of a letter received from one of the sons and daughters who wishes to
remain anonymous:

Aloha Sons and Daughters of the 100™ Infantry Battalion,

I’d like to share with you my reasons for joining and being involved with the Sons and
Daughters organization.

I grew up with the men of Dog Chapter and through all the years of family nights,
reunions and Christmas parties, I saw them simply as 1 would see an uncle. They were
as ordinary as the old guy next door. As I’ve gotten older, I’ve read books and seen
more documentaries of these extraordinary men. These men went through physical and
mental suffering of which I can only imagine. I can only imagine, too, the despair felt
at seeing buddies falling wounded or dead. And 1 can only imagine going through this
day after day with fear and wondering when it would be my time. Through all the
hardships, these men did their job with a sense of duty and honor which would be hard
to find today. What they went through, what they accomplished and what all their
sacrifice did for us directly makes me obligated to do whatever I can to perpetuate their
deeds and their legacy. The men of the 100" are also getting older and will depend on
the Sons and Daughters to help with their functions, This, of course, 1 will gladly do. 1
feel that there is not enough that 1 could ever do to repay these men. Their ordeal has
changed the way of life and made life easier for all the future generations of AJAs.

Though the camaraderie of our fathers is special and perhaps'a fellowship that we may
never fully appreciate, we sons and daughters, through our fathers, share a common
bond, also. '

Thank you, for such a touching letter. We hope that many other sons and daughters feel the
same way and become more active in helping to perpetuate the legacy of our fathers.

IN MEMORIAM

Mike Masaichi Kamiya (C/Rural)
May 15, 1999

Col. William S. Pye (Retired) (HQ/B/C/Mainland)
May 28, 1999

Abraham Alapai (F/A/Mainland)
June 5, 1999

May they rest in peace.

The Club 100 Ohana extends deepest sympathies to their families.
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CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JULY 1999

ABLE......ccooiiicrnene. Saturday, July 24........cooovvverinnnn. Bam.. s Lounge
BAKER......cooooiiine Saturday, July 10......ccociviniine Ipm. e Lounge
CHARLIE. ..o Monday, July 19.....ccviimnes 10 amu s Board Room
DOG ..o no meeting in July.

HQ. oo Tuesday, July 13 ..o 930 amu . Lounge
HAWAIL........covvviiinns no meeting....AJA Vets Council Social

MAUI. ... Friday, July 9.... Family Night.......6 p.m.... KCC........ Groups 1 and II
RURAL ....coeiiicnrncierins Friday, July 16.......ccccvniiincininis s e Zippy’s of Wahiawa
KAUAI

BOARD......ccotviircrcnrenans Friday, July 9. 10 am. .. Board Room
S&D BOARD..........c.ccovuenee. Friday, July 16.......cccocovivviiinn, 7P e Board Room
S&D ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.............. Sunday, July 25............ 4 p.m. Turner Hall
GREEN THUMB DINNER Sunday, July 11..........c.ccoi SPIM. i Turner Hall
KARAOKE FUN NITE.......Friday, July 9...cc.cccocvviicniniinne. 6PM. e, Turner Hall

The Clubhouse Office will be closed on Monday, July 5, in observance of the Fourth of July Holiday.
The Clubhouse building will be open as usual.

Deadline for articles for the August 1999 issue is Tuesday, July 20, 1999. E-mail articles to
datanaka@juno.com or fax to (808) 946-0273.

The PukaPuka Parade collating ‘will be on Thursday, July 29 at 8:30 a.m. Dog, Medics, and
Headquarters Chapters are responsible for providing the manpower and refreshments.
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