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imbned with the belief that the foreign residents aud the cabinet were
in league for the purpose of destroying the autonomy of the kingdom,
and this feeling was augmented by letters of indiscreet correspond­
ents, pnblished in the United States, advising the interference of our
Government agents to influence the current of Hawaiian political
affairs,which were freely quoted and harshly commented upon by tbe
new:3papers published here iu the native language.

The native, in his simplieity, readily accepted these' quotations and
statements of the press as true and foreboding the loss of the inde­
pendence of their country.

There also existed a feeling among many Hawaiians that they were
not the recipients of a fair share of the official patronage under the
present administration, and that a change of cabinet ministers ought
to occur.

Relying upon the result of the revolution in 1887, it was belieyed
that the only thing required to effect the cha,nge desired was to sur­
ronnd the Government building with an armed guard, take possession
of the palace and the King, make a show of force, compel the promul­
gation of a new constitution, demand the resignation of the present
members of the cabinet and the appointment of others.

In other words, it is asserted by the insnrgents that the revolution
attempted in July last was intended to be as peacefnl and harmless to
persons and property as that of June, 1887.

To the native mind generally it is difficult to distinguish any dif­
ference of rights in the premises or of the principles on which the two
movements were basel],

It is also noticeable that ~mong the American residents here there
are several who, from personal motives, contemplate with satisfaction
periodical disquietude in this kingdom, hopillg that frequent revolu­
tiollaryepochs will force the Uuited States Government to make this
group a part of its territory, and to absorb into its body politic this
heterogeneous population of 80,000, consistiug of Chinese, Japanese,
Portuguese, native Hawaiians, balf-castes, and only about 5,000 of
those who may be properly denominated the white raee.

In order to keep affairs in as much turmoil as possible baseless
rumors are constantly put in circulation, many of which find publica­
tion in otlJer countries.

The latest agitation is one against the increase of Chinese, and a
movement is now being made to call the legislature in extra session
for the purpose of submitting a constitutional amendment on the sub­
ject to the people at the election in February next.

It is feared if such a question is submitted to the people as a minis­
terial measure, that the foreign residents representing the mechanical
and planting interests of Hawaii will be divided, while the native
Hawaiians will be united and sncceed in defeating the measure, thus
regaining full control of the Government.

For this reason many among those inclined to favor Chinese restric­
tion oppose the calling of the legislature, fearing the defeat of th~

reform party as a consequence.
I have, etc.,
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Mr. A.dee to Mr. Merrill.

ALVEY A. ADEE,
A.cting Secretary.

No. 139.] DEPARTMENT OF STl! TE,
Washington, September 10,1889.

SIR: I have received and read with interest your dispatch No. 257,
of the Gth ultimo, touching' the political situation at Honolulu, growing
out of the recent controversy between the King and his cabinet.

I am, etc.,

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine.

JOHN L. STEVENS.

No.2 his.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, September 25, 1889.

SIR: I improve the opportunity to report to the Secretary of State
that, taking the usual route of travel by train and steamer, I arrived
with my family at Honolulu September 20, and on the following day
communicated with the minister of foreign affairs, who promptly
arranged the day and the hour for my reception by the King. Monday,
September 23, His Majesty received me in the customary manner, when
I presented my sealed letter of credence from the President. I inclose
a priutedslipcontaining my remarks and those of the Kingin reply. All
the facts and incidents attending my reception at the Hawaiian capital
have been most cordial and satisfactory, and I appreciate that I assume
my post of duty here umler highly favorable auspices.

I have the honor, etc.,

[Inclosure In Mr. Stevens's No 2 bil.]

Mr. Merrill then presented to the King his excellency John L. Stevens, who
addresseu His Majesty in the following words:

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY:
"SIRE: In presebting to His Majesty my letters of credence he will allow me to say

that it is with an experience of pleasure that I am permitted to be the medium of
communicating to him the good wishes of the President of the United States and of
the sixty-five millions of people whom he ably and faithfully represents. It. is in
the spirit of international fraternity, which has greatly increased in force and ele­
vation in recent times, that I am sent as the American agent to His Majesty's Gov­
ernmcnt and to reside among the people of these beautiful islands, arcluster of gems in
the Pacific Sea. It is proper for me to say, what His Majesty and Government well
unrlerstand, that the Government and people of the United States cherish a deep
intcrest in the prosperity and welfare of the Hawaiian Islands, so smiled upon by
nature and so important to the future commerce and civilization of the couutries
contiguous to the·Paoific.

" Your autonomy secured b)' the good will of the great nations, all true statesmen
and generous citizens of other lands must wish that your Government may be suc­
cessful in securing order, prosperity, and happiness to all your people. Thongh
separated by a thousand miles of ocean, the United States and the Hawaiian King­
dom make a part of the new world, whose reciprocal interests of commerce tend to
unity and to all that is liberal in policy and beneticent in the arts of peace. If my
residenee among yon shall in any way conduee to these pacific and desirable ends, it
will be my good fortune to faithfnlly represent the wishes of the people and Govern­
ment of the great American nation."
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No. 3.1

The following is a copy of the autograph letter from the President of
the United States to His Majesty presented by his excellency John
L. Stevens:

Benjamin HaM'ison, PreBident of the I::nitcd Slales of Lhne-rica, to HiB Majesty Kalakana,
King of lhe Hawaiian Islands.

GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND:

I have made choice of John L. Stevens, onl' of our distinguished citizens to reside
near the Government of Your Majesty in tbe quality of minister resident of the
United States of America. He is well informecl of the relative interests of the two
countrie/! and of our sincere desire to cultivate to the fullest extent the friendship
which has so long subsisted between us. .My knowledge of his high character aud
ability gives me entire confidence that he will constantly el1l!eavor to advance the
interest and prosperity of both Government/! and .so render himself acceptable to
Your Majesty.

I therefore request Your Majesty to receive him favorably and to give full cre­
dence to what he shall say on the part ot the l:nited States, and to the ftssurances
which I have charged him to convey to you of the best wishes of this Government
for the prosperity of the Hawaiian Islands.

May God have Your Majesty in His wise keeping.
Written at Washington, the 26th day of June, in the year 1889.

Your good friend,

By the President:
JAIIlES G. BLAINE,

Sem'clary of State.

His Majesty replied to Mr. Stevens, as follows:
"Mr. ~lINISTER: It is with pleasure that I recpive from you the assurance of the

contiunance of the friendly regan! of the President and the people of the American
nation for the Sovereign and people of Hawaii.

" And I am well pleased to welcome to a residence in my kingdom a gentleman
who is the choice of m.v great and ~ood frientl, President Harrison, as the representa·
tive of the American Government and people.

"The officers of my Government will be instrncted to tender to you every atten­
tion and courtesy during your official residence in my dominions."

His Majesty was attended on this occasion by the Hon. A. S. Cleghorn, H. R. H.
Prince Kawananakoa, His Excellency Hon. Jona. Anstin, minister of foreign affairs;
James 'V. Rouertson, esq., His Majesty's vice aTIl! acting chamberlain; Col. the Hon.
Robert Hoapili Baker, A. D. C.; lI1aj. John Dominis Holt, A. D. C., and Capt. the
Hon. E. K. Lilikalani, equerry in waiting.

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine.

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, October 7, 1889.

SIR: Tbere is at the present time a lively interest among the Hawa­
iian citizens in regard to proposed changes in the treaty relations
between the United States ano. these islands. By some means, as to
which I have not accurate information, a draft of a new treaty fOUlld
its way into the newspapers here hostile to the present ministry. This
has caused an earnest diRcussion of the subject involved in the public
journals and in private and commercial circles. This has led the cabi­
net to deem it expedient to publish a correction of false impressions
and to express its real opinion as to the necessity and terms of a new
treaty. I inclose a copy of the statement of the minister of foreign
affairs, which bas been published in the papers here.

The facts, so far as they have come to my observation, lead me to
c<.nclusion that the chief opposition to the proposed new treaty arises from
pa.rtisan opposition to the present ministry and from the representa-
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tions of the English and French diplomatic agents, who have already
called on the minister of foreign affairs to present their objections,
which fact seems to have disturbed the ministry very little. I am
much impressed by the strong American feeling pervading the best
portion of the population, and which is especially manifest among the
men of business and property. There is no doubt that "reciprocity"
is doing much to Americanize these islands and to bind them to the
United States.

I have, etc.,

[Pacific Commercial Advertiser.l

Reply of the cabinet-A full explanation of the Go'['ermnent position in regal'd to' the
. tl'eaty question.

The following is a copy of the reply of the cabinet delivered to the native mass­
meeting committee Fri,~ay:

Messrs. A. ROSA, J. L. KAULUKOU, J. F. COLBURN, AND OTHERS:
GENTLEMEN: As a committee representing a public meeting of Hawaiinn citizens

you have asked from Bis Majesty's ministel's certain information concerning their
action in regard to the relations between this country and the United States of
America.

Feeling that it is the right of the people to know the policy of the administration
the ministers take pleasme in informing you that they have for a long time had
under consideration the practicability of extending our treaty relations with the
United States so as to enlJance and increase both the commercial and political
benefits which the two countries now enjoy by reasun of existing treaties.

As the result of nearly a ,)'e:lr's considcra tiou of this subject by the Cabiuet, our
minister resident at \Vashington has been instructed to ascertain whether the
Government of the United State" is \yilling to entertain propositions looking to the
end above indicated, and, should he find such willingness to exist, he is instructed
to open negotiations with that Government for the conclusion of a treaty which
will effect the purposes hereunder indicated.

This statement of the present status of the subject renders it unnecessary to say
that no proposition has been made or accepted by the United States and that no
treaty has been submitted to His Majesty for signature.

The reasons which have moved the cabinet to adopt the course above indicated
are nnmerous, and while an exhanstive enumeration and di"cussion of such reasons
would exceed the scope of the present reply, a sUllllllary of the more salient among
.them is as follows: .

1. The history of our staple products during the past thirteen years has demon­
strated how essential to our .commercial prosperity are the advantages secureu to us
by the existing treaty.

The development of our export trade from $2,241,041 in 1876 to $11,707,598 in 1888,
during the life of that treaty, with its attendant auvantages to all our citizens and
resi(lents, are witnesses of its stimulating effect upon our industries and commerce,
and its beneficent influence npon our national welfare, and are fresh illustrations
of the principle that no great lllaterial advantage can be enjoyed by any class depend­
ent upon labor without the entire community partaking of such benefits.

By the terms of the existillg reciprocity treaty with the United States, notice of
termination within one year thereafter may be given in five ye.ars from now.

The interval between 1883 and 1887, during which time the treaty waH subject to
termination upon a year's notice, illustra.ted the evil effects to our commercial well­
being of a dependence frOlli year to year for the continuance of our treaty relations
upon the uncertain humor of the American Cono-ress.

The uncertainty involved has an unsettling effect upon capital and is detrimental
to the making of large permanent investments, many of which now contempYated
requiring heavy preliminary expenses.

W'ith only the certainty Jf a five :rears' continuance of the treaty, the experience
of the recent past in mind, and the strong 'probability that renewed and strenuous
efforts will be made by our opponents in the United States to terminate the treaty
at the end of the five yea.rs, it is the part of wisdom to prepare in the day of pros-

,perity for the da~'s that are to ·follow.
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2. At the last seSSIOn of the enited States Congress tbere was developed a strong
movement looking totbe rednution of sugar duties and the paym~ntof bountief. upou
sugar of American production.

The effect of tbis would be to discriminate against Hawl\iian sugare in favor of
American, and matllrially reduce to us the value of the existing treaty without any
corresponding benefit.

"We believe it to be the duty of the Hawaiian Government to endeavor to secure
the placing of our products upon the same basis as American products in respect of
bountieil and privileges.

3. The existing treaty is limited in its extent. A large number of American prod­
ncts still pay duties in the Islands, while the products aclmitted by the treaty free
of duty into the ports of the United States are practically limited to sugar, rice,
bananas, hides, and tallow.

There are many articles which might be profitably produced here, upon lands
which are not available for products now admitted under the treaty, were there a
market for them.

If a mutual agreement can be arrived at whereby the prodncts of either country
can be admitted free into the other, a great stimulus will be given to new industries
in the Islands, resulting in an increase of exports and of domestic and foreign ship­
ping; the bringing into cultivation and increasing in value of many lands now
waste; the consequent improvement in all departments of business, and a cprre­
sponding benefit to the United States by the increase in our imports to meet the nec­
essary increased consumption by our people.

We believethat the adrlitional value which each country would receive would many
times over compensate them for the loss of the duties now levied.

4. The Hawaiian Islands are now the only group in the Pacific which is wholly
!elf-governing. Our situation is peculiar. We have no military or naval strength
of our own to maintain our autonomy against the pettiest naval power; and we
have to-day no guarantee of our continued independence as against any foreign
nation other than the sufferance or the mutual jealousies of the great powers.

Within the last few years the police of annexation has prevailed among the
Enropean nations intereated in Polynesia, which has resulted in the rapid absorp-
tion of nearly all the Pacific islands. "

Within the year last past we have seen Samoa lose her position as a self-governing
nate. The acts of her Government are now subject to the approval of the Govern­
ments of the United States, England, and Germany, and had it not been for the good
offices of the United States Government the probability is that she would have ere
now been annexed by one or more European nations.

Within the past year the question of the disposition and absorption of the
Hawaiian I~lands, as well as of Samoa, has been the subject of Ilerious considera­
tion by certain of the nations interested in the Pacific.

The cabinet are of the opinion that the interests of this" country, and of every
race and industry resident or located therein, will be best served by the continuance
of its present independent state, free from any protectorate or control on the part
of any foreign government.

It is, aud ever will be, the endeavor of the present administration to not only
unqualifiedly maintain this status, but to obtain such assurances and guarantees
thereof as will remove the question from the debatable politics of the world.

It has long beeu the custom of European nations to form alliances with neighbor­
ing countries for purposes of defense, safety, and commercial exchange. The time
has, in the opinion of the cabinet, arrived when we should follow a precedent so
well established and form an alliance with some great nation. If an alliance of
this character is desirable it should be in the direction where our great611t interest
lies.

The proximity of the United States, the cordial friendship which has been from
the commencement of our civilization a marked characteristic of our relations with
the American people, and the extensive commercial exchanges which are the result
of such relations, point inevitably to that great conntry as our best friend, our most
valuable commercial colleague, and our natural political ally.

Animated as we are by the desire to strengthen and extend the commercial ties
which have done so much for our national prosperity, and to secnre the safety and
perpetuation of our institutions by an alliance whereby we shall have the positive
and efficacious guarantee of a strong friend against interfereuce by itself or others
with our perfect autonomy, independence, and sovereignty, we have instructed our
representative at Washington to ascertain if the United States would be willing to
negotiate with us a convention whereby the following objects may be secured:

First. To continue in force all treaties and conventions now existing between the
two nations, until they shall fiud it mutually advantageous to abrogate or modify
such treaties or conventions, or any of them.
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Second. That all products of either country which are by Tirtue of the recipl'ocity
treaty admitted free of dnty into the other country shall be treated in respect of
bounties paid, exemptions or immunities, and in all other respects, as if such other
articles were of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the country into which they
are tlO admitted.

Third. To provide for the entry into either of the two countries, without payment
of duty, of all products of the other, excepting, however, opium, spirituous liquors
of more than 18 per cent alcoholic strength, and all articles prohibited by law in
either country.

Fourth. A positive and efficacious guarantee by the United States Government of
the perfect independence and autonomy of the Hawaiian Government in all its domin­
ions, and its right of sovereignty over such dominions.

To enable the United States Government to do this without danger ofcomplication
with other powers, we do agree not to negotiate trea.ties with other nations without
the knowledge of the United States Government.

The cabinet, for more than a year, has studied carefully manyreasons for and against
the points submitted for negotiation, and has taken counsel with others, both con­
nected and unconnected with the Governmeut, and has considered various proposi.
tious and suggestions, some of which have been approved and some disapproved.

Any statements of objects or intentions, and any purported draft of a treaty
stating more or other than is above indicated, which may have been published, are
unfounded and incorrect.

The ministers are strongly and unanimously of the opinion that the accomplish­
ment of the objects above indicated will tend to greatly increase the material pros­
perity of the country and perpetu6te the independence of Hawaii and the SOT­
ereignty of His Majesty and his successors over all his dominions.

I have the honor, on behalf of the cabinet, to remain
Your obedient servant,

FOREIGN Oi'FICE, October 4, 1889.

JONA. AUSTIN,
Mini8tM' Foreign 41JairB.

Mr. Blaine to Mr. Ste'IJe'M.

JAMES G. BLAINE.

No.5.] DEPA.RTMENT OF STATX,
Washington, October 16, 1889.

SIR: I have received your No.2 bis. of the 25th ultimo, and the copy
which you inclose of the interesting addresses made on the occasion of
presenting your credentials to the King of the Hawaiian Islands.

I am, etc.,

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine.

(Con.tldentiaL]

No.6.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, October 17, 1889.

SIR: My predecessor in charge of this legation, Mr. Merrill, in his
dispatch 255, dated August 1, 1889, informed the Department of State
of the revolutionary attempt made July 30 by certain disaffected persons
under the lead· of Robert W. Wilcox and Robert Boyd, two half-breed
Hawaiians, aided by a Belgian named Loomens. For the past two
weeks the trial of the participants in this revolutionary effort has been
going on in Honolulu before Ohief Justice Judd, of the supreme court
of the kingdom. Loomens, being a Belgian citizen, has been tried
before a jury of white men, here termed a foreign jury. Robert Boyd,
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one of the chi~f conspirators, turned state's evidence, and after a care·
ful and impartial trial, as to which even his counsel made no complaint,
Loomens was convicted of treason, though recommended to mercy, and
several others have pleaded guilty or been convicted of riotous pro­
ceedings. The trial is tending plainly to show that the Hawaiians are
numerously in sy)npathy with Wilcox, who is to be tried by a native
jury, and whose conviction is regarded as ve~y doubtful.

It is proper for me to convey the confidential information that so far
as the examination of witnesses and the general course of the trials tend,
in the opinion of many persons here, to implicate the King, at least in
sympathy with the revolutionary movement, neither the Government
attorney nor the counsel of the accused seem to mince words or spare
His Majesty, and the court rules with independence and firmness."" I
herewith inclose the charge of the chief justice in the case of Loomens,
as published verbatim in the Oommercial Advertiser. It is probable
that when the trial of Wilcox takes place there will be an expression
of native Hawaiian sentiment which may be indicative of the general
opposition of the native Hawaiian voters at the election which is to
occur in February. The feelings of hostility to the Government at
the present time is being stimulated by foreign agitators, who are
taking advantage of the simplicity of the natives for the promotion of
their political and private ends. Out of these trials and the passions
and prejudices they invoke may arise some disturbance in the near
future, of which the February election for members of the two houses
of the legislature may furnish the occasion. I will endeavor to keep
the Department of State informed as to the course of events so far as
they may be of importance.

I have, etc.,

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine.

J ORN L. STEVENS.

No.7.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, October 18, 1889.

SIR: In forwarding to the Department of State my dispatch 2, ot
September 26, 1889, containing an account of my first reception by the
King, and the presentation of my letter of credence)..I inclosed a printed
copy of my remarks and of His Majesty's reply. Un second thought I
conclude that I should have sent the addresses in writing; therefore, I
forward the inclosed and ask that the same be placed on file instead of
the printed copies. I ask the indulgence of the Department for the
error which I seek hereby to correct.

I have, etc.,

The following is the text of my remarks on being presented to the King:
"SIRE: In presenting to His Majesty my letter of credence he will allow me to

say that it is with an experience of pleasure that I am permitted to be the medium
of communicating to him the good wishes of the President of the United States aud
of the sixty-five millions of people whom he ably and faithfully represents. It is
in the spirit of international fraternity which bas greatly increased in force and
elevation in recent times that I am sent as the American agent to His Majesty's

(. See following No.7.]



J:l.A VV Al.11H'i lOJ."al~lJO. 4ul

Government and to reside among the people of these beautiful islands, a cluster oj
gems in the Pacific Sea.

"It is proper for me to say what His Majesty and Government well understand,
that the Government and people of the United States cherish a deep iuterest in the
prosperity and welfare of the Hawaiian Islands, so smiled upon by nature and so
important to the future commerce and civilization of the countries contiguous to the
Pacific. The autonomJ' of your country secured by the good will of the great nations,
all true statesmen and generous citizens of otber lands must wish that your Govern­
ment may be successful in secrn;ing order, prosperity, and happiness to all your people.
Though separated by a thollsa,nd miles of ocean, the United Sta,tes and the Hawaiian
Kingdom make a part of that new world whose reciprocal interests of cOlUmerce
tend to unity and to all that is liberal in policy anll beneficial in the arts of peace.
If my residence among you sball in any way conduce to these pacific and desirable
ends it will be my good fortune to faithfully represent the people and Government
of "MIe great American nation."

His Majesty replied to Mr. Stevens as follows:
"Mr. MINISTER: It is with pleasure that I receive from you the assurance of the

continuance of the friendly regard of tbe President and the people of the American
nation for tbe sovereign and people of Hawaii.

"I am well pleased to welcome to a residence in my kingdom a gentleman who is
the choice of my great and gooll friend, President Harrison, as the representative of
the American Government and people.

"The officers of my Government will be instrncted to tender to j'on every attention
and courtesy during j'our official residence in my dominions."

]Ir. Blaine to Mr. Steven3.

JAMES G. BLAINE.

No.6.] DEPARTMENT OF STA.TE,
Washington, October 31, 1889.

SIR: I have to acknowledg,e the receipt of your Nos. 1, 2, 2bis, and
3; also of Mr. Merrill's Nos. 257-265, one of which (No. 264) contains
his inventory of the archives and property of the legation.

I am etc.,

Mr. Blaine to .lJ1r. Steven3.

JAMES G. BLAINE.

DEPARTilffiNT OF STATE,
Washington, November 4, 1889.

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your interesting dispatch
of the 17th ultimo, relating to the trial of tbe persons concerned in the
revolutionary movement of July 30 last, at Honolulu.

I am, etc.,

No.7.]

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine.

No.lO.] UNITED ;STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, Nove1nber 4, 1889.

SIR: In my dispatch No.6, dated October 17, 1889, I gave the infor­
mation that the persons engaged in the riotous and revolutionary
movement of July 30,1889, were peillg tried before the chief justice oftbe
Kingdom, and that L00mens, the Belgian, had been convicted of treason.



HAWAIIA.N ISLANDS.

JOHN L. STEVENS.

Others of the accused have been convicted of conspiracy or hav~~

pleaded guilty of that offense. But those convicted were tried before
a foreign jury, for the reason that they were not native Hawaiians.
Since the date of my former communication Wilcox, the half-caste Ha­
waiian, the leader in the revolutionary attempt, has been tried before a
native jury, and after an elaborate and able prosecution by the Govern­
ment, in which his guilt was conclusively proved by his own testimony,
as well as by that of numerous witnesses, he has been acquitted by ajury
vote of 9 to 3, a unanimous vote not being necessary for conviction nor
acquittal under the Hawaiian laws. This preponderance of native
opinion in favor of Wilcox, as expressed by the native jury, fairly rep­
resented the popular native sentiment throughout these islands in
regard to his effort to overthrow the present ministry and to change
the constitution of 1887, so as to restore to the King the power he pos­
sessed under the former constitution, which the natives believe would
tend to give them more predominance in the Kingdom.

What will be the ultimate effect of this failure of the Government to
convict the chief leader in the revolutionary attempt of July 30, I will
not now presume to predict. The immediate consequence is certainly
injurious to public order and good government, and indicates that ten­
dency of opinion among Hawaiian natives which is likely to find strong
expression in the national election which is to take place in February.

It is admitted by all of the most intelligent and best citizens here
that the present Government is the wisest and most efficient which
this country has ever had, and should it be defeated and thrown 'out
by the native Hawaiian voters uuder their present leadership, it would
afford occasion of regret to all true friends of Hawaiian independence
and Hawaiian prosperity.

I have, etc.,

Mr. Blaine to Mr. Stevem.

JAMES G. BLAINE.

No.8.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 6, 1889.

Sm: I transmit for your confiden tial information a copy of a letter
from the Secretary of the Navy, and its inclosure, relating to the pol­
itical situation in Hawaii; also, a copy of the reply of this Department.

I am, etc.,

[IDclosure 1 in :No.8.]

Mr. Tracy to Mr. BlaiM.

B. F. TRACY,
/J1t11'~tary of the Navy.

The SECRETARY OF STATlL

NAVY DEPARTMlI:NT,
Washington, November 1, 1889.

SIR: I hsve the honor to inclose herewith, for the information of the Department
of State, a copy of a report dated the 18th instant, from Rear-Admiral L. A. Kimberly,
commanding the United States naval force on the Pacific station, with reference to
the political situation in the Hawaiian Islands.

Very respectfully, your obedient 8ervan~
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Rear-Admiral Kimberly to Mr. Tracy.

No. 16M.]

L. A. KIMBl<~RLY,

Rear-Admiral U. S. Nuvy,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forc£ on Pacific Station.

The SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. .

U. S. FLAGSHIP ALJ<:RT (THIRD RATE),
Honolulu, October 18, 1889.

SIR: I have to report that, politically speaking, quietness prevails at present. There
is an agitation quietly working as to the race question, which no doubt will become
a prominent factor in the elections that come off in February.

The natives seem to have an uneasy feeling as to their rights being usurped by
the whites and their ~raduallossof prestige and power in the Government as iaid
down in the principles of the present constitution, which, to their ideas, circum-
scribes too much the kingly power. .

It would promote a feeling of security to our own people, and, I think, other for­
eigners, if at the February elections we had a force here competent to preserve order
should necessity arise.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

[Inclosure 2 in No. S.).
Mr. Blaine to Mr. Tracy.

JAMES G. BLAINE.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, Novembe1' 6, 1889.

SIR: I havfl the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 1st instant and
of the copy of Rear-Admiral Kimberly's report of the 18th ultimo, which you inclose,
on the political situation in Hawaii. In view of his opinion that the security of our
citizens there would be promoted" if, at the February elections," the United States
had a force in those waters competent to preserve order should the necessity arise,
I trust that your Department may find it cOllyenient to make such dispositions in that
quarter as will subserve the desired oLject.

I am, etc.,

Mr. Stevens to J.l{r. Blaine.

No. 11.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, November 14, 1889.

SIR: A carefnl survey of the present political situation in these
islands and a due regard to my responsibility lead me to make this
communication to the Department of State.

Ofthe recent revolutionary attempt to overthrow thepresent Hawaiian
Government and to change the constitution in a retrograde direction the
several dispatches of my predecessor and of the undersigned, have in­
formed you. Beaten at their attempt by violence in July, Wilcox and his
coadjutors are preparingto accomplish their purposes at theensuingelec­
tion of the members of the legislature in February. Apparently they are
uniting the natives, who constitute nearly two-thirds of the voters, in
the effort to obtain a native and revolutionary majority, and to some
extent have enlisted the sympathies of the Chinese, who are not voters,
but some of whom use their money to assh:~t the natives in their politi­
cal designs. Generally the principal land-owners and men of business
and property are uniting in support of the present Government, regard­
ing it the best the country has ever had. The complex character of the
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population tend$. to complieate the political situation, and the most
intelligent and thoughtful citizens are anxious about the immediate
future.

The past of these islands, siuce 1835, has shown the usefulness ot
American naval vessels in the harbor of Honolulu. The revolutionary
outbreak of July 30 strongly illustrated this. It is the opinion of the
best-informed America,n residents here that one or more of our naval
vessels should be constantly at Honolulu, at least until after the Feb­
ruary electioll and the result of it has been fully tested, and with this
view I fully agree, after mature investigation and deliberation. I think
the probabilities are against any serious outbreak and that the crisis
will be passed safely, b,ut there are possibilities of riot and loss of life,
uuless prevented by a naval force in the harbor, of which the agitator
and the unruly of the natives and of the foreign nationalities have
salutary fear.

I presume the necessary instrnctions have already been given to our
naval commanders in the Pacific, and so far as I have observed, Admiral
Kimberly is alive to any contingency of danger and duty. NOlle the
less do 1 regard it my duty to report the facts to the Secretary of State,
and to urge strongly that there be no possible failure of the retention
here of one or more of our vessels of war, with the usual instruction to
the officers in command as to an emergency of need.

I have, etc.,

Mr. Adee to Mr. Stevens.

[Confidential.]

ALVEY A. ADEE,
Acting Secretary.

No.l1.J DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 16, 1889.

Sm: I herewith inclose for your confidential information a copy of
the instructions addressed by the Secretary of the Navy (and received
with IJis letter of the 13th instant) to the commanding officer of the
United States naval force on the Pacific station, relative to the reten­
tion of a sufficient number of vessels of his fleet in Hawaiian waters
during the approaching February elections for the prompt protection
of American interest~, should occasion arise.

I am, etc.,

[Inclosure No. 11.]

Mr. Tmcy wMr. Blaine.

B. F. TRACY,
Sem'etary of the .Navy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Wa8hington, Xove.mbe',. 13, 1889.

SIR: Referring to your letter of the 6th instant concurring in the opilliolJ of Rcar­
Admiral Kimberly that security to our citizens there would be promoted if at the
Febrlla,ry electiolls the Ullited States had a force in Hawaiiau waters competent to
preservc or(ler, shonld necessity arise. The Department incloses herewith for your
information a copy of its illstructions issued this day to that officer for his guidallce.

Very respectfully, your ol>edient servant,
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(Inclosure in Inclosure in No.n.]

Mr. T1"acy to Rear-Admiral iimbe1·l2l•
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No. 12.]

NAVY DXPARTMEJI.'"T,
Washington, Novernbel' 1.1, 1889.

SIR: Referring to your letter No. 165 of the 18th ultimo with reference to the polit­
icalsltuation in the Hawaiian Islands, and in which you state that "it would pro­
mote a feeling of security to our people and I think to othet: foreigners if at the
February elections the United States had a force here competent to preserve order
shoul(l necessity arise," the Department directs that you will keep a" many of the
vessels of your command in Hawaiian waters as you may deem expedient for the
purpose of carrying out the object in view. A eopy of the letter from the honor­
able the Secretary of State, concurring in your opinion as to the desirability of
such action, is inclosed herewith for your information.

Very respectfully,
B. F. TRACY,

Secretary oj the Navy.

Mr. Blaine to l1fr. Stevens.

DEPARTlVlliNT OF STATE,
. Washington, December 3,1889.

SIR: I have received your ~0.11 of the 14th ultimo, confirmatory of
the statements of previous dispatches tonching the importance of
retaining one or more of our naval vessels in Hawaiian waters until
after the elections of February next.

You were informed by instruction, No. 11 of the 16th ultimo, of the
action of the Secretary of the Navy in this regard.

You can exhibit to the naval officers concerned copies of the dis­
patches referred to, and will in general keep such officers advised of
any political events of importance.

I aID, etc.,
JAMES G. BLAINE.

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine.

(Confidential.)

No. 17.J UNI1'ED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, February 7, 1890.

SIR: I improve the earliest opportunity to inform the Department of
State as to the result of the election in the Hawaiian Islands, which
took place this week, February 5. It was for the choice of the 48 nobles
and representatives which compose the national legislature that is
largely to control the country the next two years. It has been looked
forward to with the deepest interest by all the native and foreign resi­
dents, and the discussion and agitation have been very heated and
determined, and on the part of the opponents of the present mini~try

extremely bitter and unscrupulous. The result is a triumph of the
opponents of the present ministry and of the reform constitution. The
election was conducted with exceed.ing fairness by the legal authorities,
:mrl thfl nolls were kent onen from 8 in the morninlr until 5 in the after-


