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By Mar~Vlc C; Munar 
Variety News siau · . .. . . . . . .. ·. .· , . 

THE GOVERNMENTrnaynot be incli~ed foraise g~oline 'taxes as 
rece>.rninended by an ·energy consultant. for the Offict.• of• Insular 
Affairs (OIA). . . •·· ··. · . . ·. • · · . · 

Gov. Pedro P ~ Tenorio, in an interview with reporters, said the 
CNMI's fuel tax is already high~· arid that any :increase would affect 
the people's buying power. ··. . . . ... 

Acting Senate President Thomas P. Villagomez, for hfa part, said 
"no outsider can just come to us and tell us what to·do without taxes." 

Tenorio and Villagomez were·reacting to the''recommendation 
made by OIA 's energy consultant, JamesP. Rizer, who had proposed 
that insular governments raise their gasoline taxes by at least 20 cents 
per gallon. 

OIA announced Rizer's proposal through the OIA Flash Fax 
issued Feb. 13. 

Rizer, according to the OIA report, believes that energy tax 
increase. could alleviate the financial problems of island govern­
ments. 

Last month, the CNMI lowered its fuel tax from 15 cents to '10 
cents per gallon. · 

During a meeting organized. last month by the Pacific Basin 
Development Council in Hawaii, Rizer remarked that Pacific islands 
affiliated with the United States "have some of the low.est energy , 
taxes in the world." . · . · · · . . · .·. ·. . . · . •· • ·. , 

"l don't know ifhe loe>k~d into our [situatio~].J don't knriw hi~ 

· · Continued on:page 29' · 
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Minority lawmakers urge Teno: 

Fire 'aliens' in 
gov't, not locals 

By laldy Dandan 
Variety News Staff 

FOUR OF the five minority mem­
bers of the House of Representa­
tives are urging Gov. Pedro P. 
Tenorio to fire nonresident gov­
ernment employees or tap federal 
funds to accommodate local work­
ers recently terminated. 

In a letter sent to Tenorio yes­
terday, the minority congressmen 
said the local workers could also 
be moved to vacant positions or 
given an assurance that they will 
be hired once funds are available. 

The congressmen at the same 
time expressed support for the 
new administration's cost effec­
tive approach in streamlining gov­
ernment, but added that termi-

Dino Jones 

nated employees and their fami­
lies will suffer "economically." 

They said the recent "mass ter­
mination" will lead to a "social 
problem, and the CNMI taxpay­
ers will pay the price." 

Maria T. Peter 

hired by the wrong administra­
tion." 

Rota looks for new landfill site 
"The private sector cannot 

(hire) the terminated employ­
ees (due) to the (economic 
downturn trend) and busi­
nesses are suffering," accord­
ing to the congressmen. 

The letter was signed by House 
Minority Leader Dino M. Jones 
(D-Pct. 4, Saipan), Reps. Maria 
T. Peter (lnd.-Pct. 3, Saipan), 
Rosiky F. Camacho (D-Pct. I, 
Saipan) and Max L. Olopai (D­
Pct. 3, Saipan). 

By Rick Alberto 
Variety News Staff 

ROTA is in the process oflook­
ing for a new landfill site to 
replace the existing Tatachog 
Dump located in an abandoned 
quarry site. 

William T. Pendergrass, chair 
of the landfill task force and the 
coastal coordinator for Rota, 
told the Variety yesterday that 
three sites will be identified and 

~ evaluated out of which one will 

be chosen for the new landfill. 
Pendergrass declined to 

indentify the sites for the time 
being. 

Pendergrass said the present 
dump is almost filled to capacity 
and that it "is very unsanitary." 

"That dump needs to be closed 
because there's a Jot of contami­
nation coming from that place," 
Pendergrass said. 

The Physical and Economic 
Master Plan for Rota, released in 

,·<, .• (•\.·,·/, •• ,1.~·~··-~·'· _; I ~,< • 

December 1995, found the 
dump to be without lining and a 
fence as normally required for 
modem sanitary landfills. 

The master plan saw the need 
for a landfill that meets current 
standards to protect the quality 
of the groundwater and the 
nearby coastal waters. 

Pendergrass said landfill 
committee whose members 
come from concerned agencies 

Continued on page 20 
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Froilan tells Teno: Find solutions 
instead of bla:ming previous gov't 

Froilan Tenorio 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER Gov. · Froilan 
Tenorio yesterday asked the 
Teno Administration to look for 
revenues to run the government 
instead of blaming him for the 

P,Ll,C NEWSPAPER STACKS 

financial difficulties the CNMI is 
facing. 

"This administration will just 
have to find solutions to theirown 
problems. What some Republi­
cans are trying to do is to put the 
blame on my administration for 
the next four years. And I tbink 
that's wrong," Tenorio said in an 
interview. 

Tenorio stressed that when he 
assumed office in 1994, his ad­
ministration inherited millions of 
dollars in deficit but did not take 
action against his predecessor, 
former governor Larry Guerrero. 

"We never threw them 
(Guerrero) in to explain what they 
did with the money. We never 
investigated anybody. We didn't 
do any of these things," said the 
former governor, in an apparent 

Pedro P. Tenorio 

jab at the current 
Administration's investigation 
of sole-source contracts during 
his term. 

The present administration is 
reportedly forming a legal team 

Continued on page 20 

Those recently terminated, their 
Jetter said, are "victims of being 

Tinian Democrat} ose A. Hocog 
was not among the signatories. 

In an earlier interview, the. gov­
ernor said the 40 or so employees 

Continued on page 20 

Japan's Prince Akishino and Princess Kiko are welcomed by Monsi­
gnor Melencio De Vera, right, as they tour the Manila Cathedral on the 
second day of their five-day official visit to the Philippines Tuesday. AP 
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By Christopher Bodeen 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) - A 
China Airlines jet trying to land 
in fog crashed into a country 
neighborhood Monday. ripping 
the roofs off houses before skid­
ding into a rice paddy and erupt­
ing in names. Authorities said 
all 196 aboard and seven people 
on the ground were killed. 

Firefighters went house to 
house in the blackened neigh­
borhood, putting out the names 
licking doors and windows and 
searching for survivors. 

Searchlights illuminated a life 
raft from the Airbus A-300, 
wrapped around a broken tree 
stump. Seats from the plane were 
scattered in the dirt, one with a 
body trapped beneath it. 

termine the cause of the crash. 
The twin-engine Airbus went 

down while atte.mpting to land on 
a second approach at 8:09 p.m. 
local time at the airport's north­
ern runway, the Taipei-based 
China Airlines repo11ed. 

Heavy fog was reported around 
the airport throughout the after­
noon and evening, and a light rain 
was falling at the time of the crash. 

The plane had been asked to 
make the. second approach to 
poor visibility, said Hamilton Liu, 
a China Airlines spokesman. Ear­
lier, the Civil Aeronautics Ad­
ministration had said the visibil­
ity was reported to be adequate. 

es 
264 lives. 

Among the passengers on 
flight CI-676 were Sheu Yuan­
dong, governor of Taiwan's 
Central Bank, his wife, and 
four other finance officials re­
turning from a conference in 
Bal,i. They included Chen 
Huang, head of the bank's De­
partment of Foreign Exchange, 
and Chien Chi-min, head of the 
Department of Economic Re­
search. 

China Airlines released the 
names but not the hometowns 
of the four Americans aboard. 
The names appeared to be those 
of three men and a woman. 

China Airlines said the dead 
included the governor of 
Taiwan's Central Bank and other 
key financial officials; Taiwan­
ese families returning from va­
cations in Bali; and four Ameri­
cans. Victims on the ground in­
cluded a 2-month-old baby. 

Rescuers remove charred bodies from the second floor balcony of a 
house at the scene of the crash of China Airlines flight C!-676. AP 

Tsai Tuei, director of the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, re­
signed to take moral responsibil­
ity for the crash, which was the 
worst in the airport's history. It 
came after Taiwan's flagship car­
rier embarked on an extensive 
safety campaign that followed a 
crash in Japan in 1994 that claimed 

In a statement, Airbus 
Industrie--based in Toulouse, 
France--said the plane that 
crashed was delivered to 
China Airlines from the pro­
duction line in December 
l 990. By the end of January, 
the aircraft had accumulated 
approximately 20,070 flight 
hours in some 8,800 flights, 
Airbus said. Witnesses said the airliner hit 

hundreds of yards sh011 of the 
runway at Chiang Kai-shek air­
port. 25 miles west of Taipei. It 
tore through the second noors of 
homes strung along a highway 
before sl iJ ing to a stop in flames. 

"I ht:ard a bbst. and was scared 
to death. Parts of the twuse 
started to fall down ... said Chen 
Ah-mei. who haJtocrawloutof 
the rnins of her home on her 
hands and knees. She and her 
husband were being treated at a 
hospital. 

"It happened so fast - noise 
and fire,., said an elderly farmer 
who ran to the scene as soon as 
he saw the flames. He identified 
himself only as Chen. 

The fiery impact scattered 
charred bodies and body parts 
along the road and throughout 
the sparsely populated area, 
home to fish farms, small facto­
ries and warehouses. The smell 
of jet fuel and burning rubber 

lingered hours after the crash. 
Only the tail of the broken, burned 
jet was recognizable. 

Authorities sealed offthe neigh­
borhood, leaving families of p;s­
sengers to congregate at hospitals 
and the airport .. Relatives broke 
into tears and fell into one 
another's arms as the extent of the 
disaster hit them; one woman 
collapsed to the floor. 

"They all went to Bali on a trip 
- and they are all dead," said a 
woman whose four children were 
on the night. 

Rescue workers on the scene 
said they had given up looking for 
survivors, but the deputy direc­
tor-general of Taiwan's Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, 
Chang Kuo-cheng, said he still 
hoped to find survivors among 
the I 82 passengers and 14 crew 
members. 

Airport officiats said two flight 
data recorders were recovered and 
were being analyzed to help de-

Korean president's son 
sentenced to 3 years 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
An appeals court on Tuesday up­
held a three-year prison ·sentence 
given to a son of President Kim 
Young-sam for bribery and tax 
evasion. 

Kim Hyun-chul, 38, was also 
ordereJ to pay S 2.1 million in 
fines, about what he was· con­
victed of taking in bribes and 

avoiding in taxes. 
The prosecution had sought a 

seven-year sentence for Hyun­
chul. It said he accepted $ 7.3 
million in bribes from six busi­
nessmen seeking government fa­
vors, far more than he was con­
victed of taking. 

Hyun-chul admitted receiving 
Continued on page 19 

· ~apan economi~ outlook grim 
TOKYO (AP)-Japan 's central 
bank said Tuesday the nation's 
economy remains stagnant with 
no recovery in sight because of 
sluggish consumption. 

"Sluggish domestic demand, 
especially household expendi­
tures, has been exe11ing a nega­
tive influence upon production, 
employment and income," the 

Bank of Japan said in its latest 
monthly report. 

The report was generally un­
changed from the bank's eco­
nomic assessment last month. 

The central bank said corporate 
capital spending, which has been 
on the rise, has recently become 
"lackluster." 

Continued on page 19 

Bodies ~overed with sheets are lined up on the road at the scene of the crash of China Airlines flight Cl-
676, which kt/led a/1196 on board and seven on the ground on Monday. The Airbus A-300 crashed in a semi­
rural area near Chiang Kai-shek International Airport amid heavy tog and a light drizzle. AP· 

Tampa Airport rate.d No. 1 
am.ong all airports in the US 
ROMULUS, Mich. (AP)- De­
troit Metropolitan Airport last 
and Tampa, Fla.' s airport is best 
among the nation's 36 top air­
ports, a~ording to a passenger 
survey. 

In four of eight categories -
speed of baggage deli very, ease 
of reaching gates, available 
ground transportation and ease 
of following signs - Metro 
Airport earned the lowest scores 
of any airport in the survey of 
about 90,000 passengers. 

In the remaining categories 
- cleanliness, quality of res­
taurants, attractiveness, and 
closeness of parking the 68-year­
old airport rated near the bot­
tom. 

The private survey by Los 

Angeles-based Plog Research Inc. 
was commissioned by th.e 36 big 
airports. Passengers were sur­
veyed in the first six months of 
last year and the study was com­
pleted late last year, but airport 
officials refused to release the 
findings. 
· It was obtained last -week by 
The Detroit News, which pub­
lished a story Monday. 

Airport and airline officials ac­
knowledge there are problems at 
Detroit, but say most of them cited 
in the survey have been fixed. 

"It's not the Ritz-Carlton ofair­
ports, but we 're trying to make 
Metro work," Northwest Airlines 
spokesmanJimFaulknersaid. The 
airline has 70 percent of the 
airport's traffic. 

The results came as no sur­
prise to some passengers. 

"It's just too far to walk be­
tween flights," said John 
Sebastian, a Grand Rapids busi­
nessman who regularly uses 
Metro Airport. "At 5 o'clock, 
this place is a mob scene." 

Others· disagreed. 
"Metro's not bad for the 

amount of travel it gets," said 
Dean VanNatter,aLansingbusi­
ness consultant and frequent 
traveler. "It's nothing like At­
lanta, but it's not bad." 

From best to worse, here's 
how the airports were ranked: 

I. Tampa, Fla.; 2. Pittsburgh; 
3. Charlotte, N.C.; 4. Nashville, 
Tenn.; 5. Denver; 6. Phoenix; 7. 

Continued on page 19 

i 

I, 

f ,. 

f 

! ' 
l 
t'.1 .,·' 

I' 
I 

! 
i 
I 

I 
1 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-3 

Audit suggests civil liability 

Ex-CPA exec not off the hook 
By Mar-Vic C. Munar 
Variety News Staff 

JOSE Aldan, former deputy di­
rectorof the Commonwealth Ports 
Authority had served the punish­
ment for misusing a government 
car in 1996, but may still face 
civil liability for the same crime 
he had been punished for. 

The Office of the Public Audi­
tor has referred Aldan's case to 
the Attorney General's office to 
resolve the restitution issue which 
was not addressed by the Supe-

rior Court. 
"Where disputed or otherwise 

complicated and not readily de­
terminable, restitution is gener­
ally reserved for civil action," 
OP A said in a report released yes­
terday. 

OPA investigation had found 
that Aldan "took full possession" 
of a government-leased black 
Toyota Camry which he had used 
for "personal and private mat­
ters" during his working hours. 

Aldan obtained the Camry, 

14> gov't officials to 
join Manila mi~sion 

By Aldwin R. Fajardo.· 
Variety News Staff 

DESPITE the financial crisiscon­
fronting the CNMI government, 
some members of the Eleventh 
Legislature have reportedly 
planed in to Manila, way ahead of 
the trnde mission organized by 
the Philippine Consulate. 

Unconfinned reports claimed 
some legislators have already left 
for the mission, which was 
scheduled to start February 20-
24. No additional information 
was immediately available. 

At least 14 officials of the 
CNMI government were among 
those listed in the 39-man del­
egation to the trade mission. 

Seven legislators from both 
House chambers are expected to 
join the CNMI delegation to the 
Philippines visit. 

Among them are; Senators 
Edward U. Maratita, Pete Reyes, 
and Juan Tenorio. 

Representatives Manuel A. 
Tenorio, Karl T. Reyes, Herman 
Palacios and Frank G. Cepeda, 
along with former Congressman 
Crispin Guen-ero, will fly to Ma­
nila for the mission. 

Tinian Mayor Francisco 
Borja, as well as his assistant 
Henry Hofschneider, and Saipan 
Mayor Jose C. Sablan will par­
ticipate in the trade visit. 

Justo Quitugua, identified 
only to be from the Mayor's 
office, will likewise plane to 
Manila. 

Rota Mayor Benjamin T. 
Manglona will also form part of 

the CNMI delegation. 
Saipan Chamber of Com­

merce president and 
McDonald's franchise owner 
Joe C. Ayuyu heads the delega­
tion, who are mostly from the 
private sector. 

Northern Marianas College's 
Business Development Center 
director Jack J.M. Peters is also 
joining the delegation. 
. Philippine Vice Consul 

Ronell Santos said some mem­
bers of the delegation have indi­
cated plans to leave Saipan ear­
lier than scheduled due to book­
ing problems, following .the re­
duced number of flights to the 
Northern Marianas. 

While some of the delegates 
are already in Manila, majority 
of the 35-delegation are still on 
the island, including Consul 
Julia Heidemann and Ayuyu. 

Santossaid mostofthedelagates 
were .booked to leave on Friday, 
one day before the official mission 
schedule kicks off. 

Tentative itinerary of the trade 
mission disclosed that' most of 
the delegates will leave Saipan 
at 3:30 p.m. on February 20 on 
board Continental Micronesia 
flight C0970 via Guam, and 
will are expected to reach Ma­
nila at around 9:30 p. m on board 
flight C09 I 1. 

The visit, which coincides 
with the Philippines' Economic 
Zone Centennial Showcase, will 
tour Saipan delegates to several 
export processing zones in the 
country. 

aside from another government 
car.already assigned to him. 

"As a result," the report said, 
"the government lost approxi­
mately $3,275 and $3,870 repre­
s<;nting the lease costs. 

Aldan had since resigned from 
office. 

UponOPA'srecommendation, 
the AG's office filed criminal 
charges against Aldan in court. 

On Dec. 20, 1996, Aldan was 
convicted and served his three­
day jail sentence. 

The Superior Court, however, 
did not seek restitution from 
Aldan, which the OPA remarked, 
is normally done incriminalcases. 

OPA cited several factors that 
made it "impractical and futile" 
for the court to have considered 
restitution in Aldan's case. 

For example, OPA said, crimi­
nal cases should move quickly 
and unhampered by restitution 
issues. 

OPA noted that the restitu­
tion in Aldan's case would have 

taken the court a long time to 
calculate 
"Al though the lease payment 
cost in this case appears calcu­
lable, the hours of salary paid to 
the former CPA Deputy Direc­
tor during his period of per­
sonal time during working hours 
are not," OPA said. 

OP A said, however, that "any 
agreement not to seek restitution 
in a criminal case does not pre­
clude civil remedies, i.e. a lawsuit 
for recovery of damages." 

DCCA needs a 'little fixing' 
By Lalla C. Younis 

Variety News Staff 
THEDEPARTMENTofCultural 
and Community Affairs just needs 
a little fix-up in regards its per­
sonnel and programs. 

"But overall, the Department is 
doing okay," said DCCA Acting 
Secretary Eloise Furey. 

"There are some things we need 
to take care of in personnel and 
the organization of programs. We 
have to straighten it out before we 
can get started," she said. 

Furey pointed out that as far as 
personnel, there are job positions 
that the Department cannot af­
ford. 

"There were positions created 
under the premise that the De­
partment could reprogram funds 

Eloise Furey 

to pay for them. But there is no 
money to reprogram," said Furey. 

"We will have to trim 'excess 
fat' and find ways to have the 
Department run more smoothly," 
she said. 

For existing programs under 

Alarm goes off, preempts 
break-in at jewelry shop 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

AN ALARM device reportedly 
prevented a burglar/s from loot­
ing a jewelry shop in Afetnas 
Square in San Antonio Monday 
before dawn. 

Public Safety Information Of­
ficer Maj. J. J. Castro said the 
burglary happened at YTI Gold 
Shop at 4 a.m. 

Castro said initial investigations 
showed that an unidentified per­
son/s broke into the shop by dam­
aging the window and cutting a 
ray bar. 

The alarm, however, went on, 
prompting the suspect/s to run 

away, Castro said. 
In another report, two Japanese 

tourists complained that their div­
ing equipment which they left at 
Big Dog Diving Shop in Aqua 
Resort were stoI-en Sunday morn­
ing. 

The case was placed unJer fur­
ther investigation. 

Meanwhile, the Attorney 
General's Office yesterday 
charged a man who allegedly tried 
to hide an illegal alien last year. 

Dante A. Evangelista was 
charged with harboring an illegal 
alien before the Superior Court. 

Assistant Atty. Gen. Colin Th­
Continued on page 19 

DCCA, Furey said that many of 
them could be more efficiently 
coordinated and be combined with 
other programs that have similar 
missions. 

"The Department can't afford 
to have fragmented programs. We 
have programs that ask for the 
same materials. Instead of fund­
ing them separately, we can com­
bine them," said Furey. 

"Many programs under 
DCCA'sdivisioncan be expanded 
and improved and we would like 
to see that happen," she said. 

"We can have DCCA as the 
lead agency tap into other Divi­
sions fortheirexpertise and guide­
lines in combing efforts for the 
programs. We have to work to­
gether," she added. 

·.OPM gears up for 
· Public Service · 
Recogniti_on Week 

THE OFFICE of Personnel Man­
agement has sought Gov. Pedro 
P. Tenorio's supp011 as began 
preparations for the week-long 
14th Public Service Recognition 
Week gets under way. 

In her memorandum submined to 
Tenorio, acting Personnel Manage­
ment Director Mathilda A. Rosaiio 
saiJ the event. slated for May 4 to I I, 
requircsheroffice "as the responsible 
agency, to spend some time to pl;m. 
org,mize, and to coordinate activities 
needed to achieve a successful cel­
ebration." 

Go\ft not paying for Teno's airfare to D.C. 

"As you (Teno1io) have cxpe1i­
enccd in the p,t,t."' Rosaim wmtt:. 
"the event would also 11x1uin: the 
suppon ,mJ ,L,sistm1cc from all the 
department, ,mJ agencies." 

"With your blessing ,u,d suppon." 
she added, "ouroffice c,u, begin mak­
ing the requin.!tl prep,u~ttion for the 
upcoming celebration ... By Zaldy Dandan 

Variety News Staff 
GOVERNOR Ped;.o P. Tenorio 
will avail of a free round trip 
ticket when he leaves tomoITow 
1·or an I I-day visit to Washing­
ton, D.C. 

CNMI governors may get free 
tickets from Continental 
Micronesia, and Tenorio yester­
day said he will take aJvantage of 
it to help the government save 
money. 

Tenorio 's entourage, more­
over, includes only his wife 
Sophia and er.ecu ti ve aide 
Mike Malone. 

"This is not a luxury trip," the 

governor told reporters. "I'm tired 
of traveling, and I really don't 
enjoy it. But I've to (be in Wash­
ington, D.C.)." 

The governor, who will return 
on March 2, is scheduled to attend 
the US-wide governors' confer­
ence, and will meet with Clinton 
administration officials, key mem­
bers of Congress and their staff­
e1s. 

"I will try to explain the diffi­
culties we 're now facing, and our 
need forassistance,"Tenorio said. 

The governor is also slated to 

meet with lobbyists and consult­
ants. 

Due to the effects of the Asian 

cuITency crisis and the reported 
dismal state of the government· s 
finances, Tenorio has imple­
mented several austerity mea­
sures, the most recent of which 
is a directive ordering all gov­
ernment officiats traveling 
off-island to take economy 
class flights. 

The economy-class policy. 
however, does not mean that 
the restrictions on government 
travel, which were imposed 
last month, have been lifted. 

All government travel still 
requires the governor's ap­
proval. 

In another directive issued 

last Feb. 12, Tenorio instructeJ 
all department and agency heads 
to observe energy conservation in 
their offices. 

The directive stated that all air 
conditioners, lights, and electri­
cal :tpplianccs in all government 
offices must be tumed off after 
working hours. 

Further. all exterior lights at 
government buildings must also 
be turned off except for areas that 
us<: the lights as a security mea­
sure. 

Offices storing sensitive equip­
ment in need of constant 
airconditioning are cxempteJ 
from the directive. 

Govcmmc:nt employees in 111011: 
them I JCXl citic:s ,uuund the world. 
Rosmio notc:d, will take p;u1 in the 
cdc:b1;ttion of the I 4tl1 Public Sc·1...-il'C 
Rc:cognition Weck. "atime."shesaid. 
"both to honor the men ;u1J women 
who havc: devoted tl,c:;;· L·,u1.•e1, 1,1 

servicing our nation. ,u,d ;1 lime for 
. government agencies lo reach out ll1 

the public t11ey se1Yt:." 
Employees from all dqxu1111enL, 

,mdagencics will he haihlduring the 
cdeb1~ttions for outst,u1ding pn.xluc­
tivity nxord. 

It w,L, not i1111rn:diatcly g;ttl1en:J 
exactly how 1mmy c:mployccs have 
hcen chosen :L, Gmdidates. Jojo oass 



Mar~Vic C. Munar 

Honking crazy 
RECENTLY I went to pick up an Arnerican friend on Capitol Hill. As 
soon as I reached his garage, I did what Filipinos in general-and other 
Asians, for that matter-are expected to do: Honk the horn. 

"This Filipino thing;· my friend muttered as he was hopping into my 
car. 

And as if that "racial" remark didn't embarass me enough, he shook 
his head. Indeed, I was utterly embarassed as I knew honking is 
considered rude by Americans. 

On Saipan, when somebody honks at you in the middle of the road, 
it'd make you want to evaporate out of emb-arassment as it is an 
abbreviated way of saying "You .damn moronic driver, and I'm damn 
sure you 're either from Manila or Korea, you gotta learn how to use the 
freakin' road properly!" 

My friend and I both agreed that the passion for honking the horn is 
a cultural idiosyncracy. We also agreed that etiquette guidelines are not 
universal, not even the Emily Post's GMRC (good manners and right 
conduct). 

Slurping the soup, for example, is considered disgusting by people 
from most other cultures, but is just a normal thing for Japanese. 
Westerners dislike being touched when they're attention is being 
called, but to Chinese it's no big deal. In Denmark, a loud BURRRRP 
at the conclusion of a meal is considered a compliment to the chef for 
food well appreciated. Well, of course, to most of us, it's utterly gross. 

How many of us are annnoyed when we pick up the ringing phone, 
and without any introduction, the calling party would ask "Who's dis?" 
It is obviously the Chamorros · way of saying "Hello, good afternoon." 

Welcome to Saipan. a melting pot for different ethnicities and 
cultures: a virtual sociological laboratory, where people learn to 
recognize and accept-not /0/crmc-differences. 

I come from Manila, a place where drivers seem to live-and die­
on their horns. They'd stop and shoot whoever cuts them off. Really. 

If you can survive the traffic in Manila, well, Congratulations! That 
would be a hell of an achievement that you can include in your resume. 

A Time magazine article in 1995 made an amusing analogy between 
economic progress and the Asians· practice of honking the horn. The 
article said the analogy holds true for drivers in countries heading to 
the prosperity road, or tho,c curving from Communism to Capital­
ism-or in the case of the Philippines, from dictatorship to democracy. 

foreign investments pour in; construction projects mushroom; ev­
eryone is in a hurry to get rich but there arc not enough roads to get 
them there. Hoooonk! Hoooonk! Hooonk! Get the hell out of my way! 

In the early 70's, the former Philippine dictator, Ferdinand Marcos 
launched the New Society Movement with the slogan, Sa lkauunlad ng 
Bayan Displina ang Kaila11ga11 (Tl1c Nation's Progress Requires 
Discipline), mounted everywhere like Orwell ·s bemoustached Big 
Brother ls Watching You. During those times, wads and traffic were 
indeed properly managed. Drivers drnve like saints. as any violation 
could land them in the torture chamrer. 

Dictatorship fell in 1986; democracy was reborn. Tht: Filipinos were 
overwhelmed by the newly regained freedom, but because we were 
deprived of it for two decades, we didn't know what to do with it. The 
pre-martial law generation had forgotten what it was: martial law 
babies l'ikc myself didn't know what freedom and democracy were 
like. 

Many of us mistake democracy for anarchy-a conclusion that I've 
arrived al from the "wisdom" of a cab driver. I remember this cabdriver 
snaking his way through the traffic. cutting off the vehicles ahead of 
him, and honking the horn with so much passion. Then he looked at me 
through the rcarvicw mirror, and with ful I conviction, he said: "This is 
democracy; you can't do this under dictatorship." 

Yes, honk your horn like crazy. In Manila, no one will hold that 
against you. No one really knows what the traffic laws are. The police 
implement the ones that they've just made up. 

But of course, there is no excuse for rudeness. When on Saipan, do 
as S:1ipanese do. 

Honk if you disagree. 

P.S. Our sports reporter, Pricilla Castro, said Chamorros also honk 
in front of other people's houses especially when there arc dogs 
around. 

She said she'd rather be rude than bitten by a dog. 
"We hate dogs,'' she said, 
In the Philippines, we eat dogs. 
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II ~ Letters to the Editor 
Nick Sablan responds to letter sender 

Dear Editor: 
Can V.C. Camacho kindly explain how he 

will land us a great deal teeing off on a verdant 
green of our choice when he is against golf 
course development on public land'/ How is 
this possible? 

I hope he is not thinking that he' Il have control 
over matters that involve private properties. 

And if he now wants me to stretch my ears 
for not participating in his crusade-protest­
ing golf courses from being built on public 
land, I will not. Simply, because I am for a 
sound development and he is not. 

Now, allow me to explain the so-called com­
plaint. While it sounds like one to him, it was 
merely a request. 

As I understand that Kingfisher is only us­
ing a portion of public land, I thought that 
maybe there is a clause in the agreement that 
gives us that opportunity to negotiate when-

ever they feel like raising their fee. 
Otherwise, I don't' give a damn if they'll 

charge a million bucks. The thing is, if I 
cannot afford it, I don't have to want it. 

On his poker concerns. please assure him 
that I w i II not be silenced for all the· money in 
the world. 

And I am glad that he is supporting us and 
I agree 110% on what he said. 

Perhaps, his like should join us in this 
worthy endeavor and his presence might also 
prevent others from being silenced. 

By the way, my open letter to our leaders 
was merely a request to do the right thing. 

After all, I don't think it is hard to do the 
right thing. Or is it? 

Thank you. 

Hafa Adai, 
Nick C. Sablan 

Grateful to EMS for job well done 
Dear Editor; 

My 74 year old father who is suffering from 
cancer was recently sent to Saipan on a medi­
cal referral from Tinian. 

His whole day spent in the hospital was 
unpleasant and exhausting. 

As if travelling in a small plane when you 
could hardly bend your back and walking 
under the hot sun was not tiring enough, he 
had to spend half of his day waiting for his 
doctor. Imagine the discomfort of a feverish 
patient who came from a hot sun and forced to 
wait in a cold place. 

After a long day at the hos pi ta! he had no 
strength left to go back to Tinian. He must 
have been so exhausted that he started throw­
ing up. When he finally got to my apartment 
his temperature rose to a point of getting 
deliriou~. 

Being the youngest and the most inexperi­
enced in caring for an elderly I decided to call 
my family on Saipan for help. 

Disappointing, only my brother respondcd. 
I was already feeling helpless when he told me 
to call 911 and inquire on what to do. I was 
then told to call the EMS. 

In no time, the EMS team came to my 
apartment and started checking my Dad. They 
took his pulse, blood pressure, temperature 
and started talking and comforting him. 

They also talked to us and told us what to 
do in case of an emergency and stayed for at 
least 30 minutes to make sure that everything 
was fine. 

They actually took the time to ask and talk 
to us about my Dad's situation. During the 
time they spent with us, there was no tinge of 
rush or discomfort on their faces even when 
my Dad started throwing up again. This was 
a very pleasant experience amidst an un­
pleasant situation. And I would like to take 
this chance to thank them for their concern 
and commend them for a job well done. 

It is comforting to know that during times 
of crisis there are people like EMS who arc 
ready and able to offer help. Thank you 
very much and I pray that you get all the 
support you need to continue this noble 
endeavor. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Q. Castro 

LETTERS to the editor must carry the full name of.the writer and signature, with a telephone number /in case of faxed or mailed Jettersj 
for verification. Le/Jers addressed to other publications or to third parties and those endorsing paniclllar political candidates are 
discouraged. All lellars are sub1ect to editing. Tile Vanety reserves the ugh/ to reject any fellers. Name withheld and unsigned /ellers wil! 
not see print. 
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Top Labor official warns 
against 'sham' contracts 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

SHE brought her brother into the 
Commonwealth. But now she 
wants him out. 

Why? 
He allegedly has a drinking 

problem and she's "tired" of him. 
TimoteaBacarizas Borja, a Fili­

pino national married to a local 
resident, facilitated the entry of 
his brother, Jose S. Bacarizas in 
1994. 

The airnngemenl was such that 
Bacarizas will "work'' for Borja 
but will actually be illegally em­
ployed with other employers. 

However, exhausted of the set 
up and Bacarizas' alleged habit, 
Borja sought the termination of 

his "contract." 
"This unusual case ... upon re­

view ... is an example of a ·sham' 
contract," said Linn Asper. 

"(It) has the goal of allowing a 
relative to reside ... without the real 
intention of establishing an employ­
ment relationship," added the Super­
visorof the DeprutmentofLaborand 
lmmigration'sAdministrativeHear­
ing Office, in his ruling. 

"The Nonresident Workers Act," 
stressed Asper, "has (in this case) 
been abused by blood-related em­
ployers and employees who estab­
lish false contracts without any le­
gitimate employment purpose." 

Asper dismissed the case because 
"in essence, (it) was filed to notify 
the Deprutment to take action to 

resolve an illegal employment re­
lationship." 

'"It should be dismissed without 
relief lx:cause it was filed by an 
employer who does not seek re­
lief,"' he added. 

Asper also barred Brnja from 
employing nonresident workers 
and has referred Bacarizas to 
DOLi's immigration division for 
repatriation at Borja 's expense. 

The case brought government's 
attention to foreigners married to 
local residents who may have been 
employing the same modus oper­
andi to bring relatives into the Com­
monwealth as employees. 

Government has no records on 
the estimated number of scuh 
workers. 

DOLi refers labor case to AGO 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE DEPARTMENT of Labor 
and Immigration has referred to 
the Attorney General's Office a 
$95,000 case involving five Chi­
nese workers who claimed they 
were gypped by their employer 
into going to the CNMI for non­
existent jobs. 

Herbert D. Soll, an official of 
DOLI's Administrative Hearing 
Office, in his recent ruling also 
barred Pacific Trading Corp. (not 
to be confused with the wholesale 
firm, Pacific Trading Co. Ltd.), 
and three other Chinese nationals 
from "using or employing, di­
rectly or indirectly. any nonresi­
dent workers'' in the Common­
wealth. 

The matter stemmed from com­
plaints aired by 19 Chinese na­
tionals who claimed they paid 
Pacific Trading and the three fel­
low nationals a total of $15,750 
for placement. 

In tum, Pacific Trading and the 
three Chinese nationals, who "ac­
tively" recruited the workers in 
China, allegedly promised the 
workers that they will be paid 
$6,344 each for a year's contract. 

"At the time of the recruitment, 
the respondents knew that no job 
existed," said Soll in his findings. 

"Although," he added, "they 
represented to each complainant, 
and to (DOU 's) Division of La­
bor that a specific job did exists." 

None of respondents appeared 
during the DOLi hearing. 

Soll nevertheless ruled that a 
total of $94,940 be given to the 
five workers by Pacific Trading 
and its three alleged accomplices 
to cover expected wages, fees, 
transporation costs and liquidated 
damages. 

The workers have also been 
given transfer relief where they 
were allowed to seek employment 
in the Commonwealth fora year's 
contract. 

A separate hearing has also been 
set for the remaining 14 Chinese 
workers who failed to be present 
before Soll's sala when he issued 
his ruling. 

The case is expected to be pur­
sued by AGO to the courts for 
civil enforcement and possible 
criminal prosecution. 

·Rota Finance official: Push 
through with vital projects 

By Aldwin R. Fajardo 
Variety News Staff 

PROJECTS that have been 
earmarked to spur economic 
activities will have to be 
pushed through and com­
pleted, and must not take the 
backseat, according to a rank­
ing finance department olli­
c i a I. 

Efrain i\talig, Rota rcsidelll 
finance director, said capital 
improvement projects need 
not be suspended, especially 
when appropriations have al­
ready been made for these. 

"These projects have already 
been allocated funds. The 
money is already there," he 
told Variety. 

Atalig admitted that there 

really is a need to slow down 
on unnecessary spending like 
the procurement of fixed as­
sets and travel to bridge the 
gap in the funding requ i,~ment 
of improvement projects. 

"We have to live within cur 
means. We have to rutdown 
on office supplic'.S and gas 
spending. I agree with the 
governor's call for austerity 
measures in light of the eco­
nomic situation," he said. 

Rota Mayor Benjamin T. 
Manglona asked the island's 
legislative delegation Monday 
to grant him a I 00 percent re­
programming authority over 
the Rota's budget to head off 
the financial crisis. 

The financial situatio1i on 

Rota has adversely affected 
the island's hospital nurses 
who have not been paid their 
salaries, and have been plan· 
ning to walk out of their jobs. 

Manglona claimed the local 
government has to pay the 
manpower agency. which 
hin:J the nurses, close to 
$S4.000, and that the situa­
tion could be offset ifhe would 
be granted "unlimited author­
ity" over Rota's public funds. 

"We are facing a budget cri­
sis. I ask for flexibility to help 
the people of Rota. Denying 
my request would greatly af­
fect the health and safety of 
our people," the mayor said in 
his letter to Rota legislative 
delegation. 

. Students get feel of public· offic·e· 
By Mar-Vic C. Munar 
Variety News Staff 

WHEN 12-ycar-old Jolyn Lieto 
entered the Senate chamber, she 
knew where she wanted to be 
seated: at the Senate President's 
chair. 

"Yes, I want to be Senate Presi­
dent someday,'' said Jolyn, a sixth 

grade student ofTanapag Elemen­
tary School. 

Gemma Quitugua positioned 
herself at Steve Woodruff's scat. 
"I want to be a lawyer, and l want 
to be Senate legal counsel some­
day," she said. 

Officers and members of the 
Tanapag Elementary School's stu-

dent council yesterday went on a 
field trip at the Legislature as part 
of their leiidcrship training. 

"They came here to find out 
how the laws are being made. The 
student council makes laws in the 
school, and we came here to en­
hance their learning," said the 

Continued on page f9 

Ruling nears on case· 
of 200 Bangladeshis 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE DEPARTMENT of Labor 
and Immigration is set to issue a 
final and executory ruling on 
the case involving close to 200 
Bangladeshi workers displaced 
following complaints of alleged 
contract violations levelled 
against their employer, 
Benavente Security Agency. 

"It is now just a question of 
calculating the amount (in fines) 
due to the workers," said Linn 
Asper, DOLI's Administrative 
Hearing Office Supervisor. 

DOLI has proposed that each 
of the workers be paid $4,656 
by BSA in unpaid wages, or a 
total of about $900,000 exclud: 
ing fines and liquidated dam­
ages. 

Antonio A. Benavente, BSA 
owner, has, Asper said, how-

ever maintained that he only 
owes $126,566 in unpaid wages 
and another $28,212 for under­
paid work, or a total of about 
$155,000. 

"We are trying to reconcile 
BSA 's figures," said Asper, 

"We are still working on it." 
More than 100 of the BSA 

workers have, following a series 
ofreliefhearings before Asper's 
sala, obtained employment that 
may secure them a new year­
long contract. 

DOLI's AHO has set another 
relief -hearing for April 29 to 
enable those who still have yet 
to find new employers secure 
jobs. 

The BSA case takes .its roots 
to last year's mass filing of griev­
ances by BSA workers alleging 
a host of unfair labor practices 

Continued on page 19 

Expert Care Is Now 
Available In Saipan 

'Pain Management *Physical Rehabilitation'Diagnostic Testing 

·.S. :A I P A Ill 

tHJROPl?.ACTlC 
For an appointment call: 
233-BACK(2225) 

•KIDNEY 
DISORDERS 

• UROLOGICAL 
DISORDERS 

•PROSTATE 
•SEXUAL 
DYSFUNCTION 

(J.l QBE Insurance (International), Ltd. 

QBE 

• the largest Australian international insur:mcc and reinsurance company 
insuring since 1886 
rated "A+" by Standard and Poor's Insurance Rating Services 

• hranchcs in over 22 countries worldwide, including Saipan 
offering fire and allied lines, homcowncr's, automohilc, marine, workers. 
compensation, personal accident, travel and other lines of insurance 

has now moved to its new office at the second flour of3K Buildin•', Chalan 
Piao, Saipan. " 

•••• 
Please come to our office ,md experience imernational financial stren<>th 
with the warmth of local friendliness. Telephone quotations wclco~1c 
(Call 235-1258/59 or fax 235-1270). 
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Car sales in 
NMidecline 

I&S 'confused' by teno report 
but willing to defer paym.ents 

By Aldwin R. Fajardo 
Variety News Staff 

TOT AL \'Chicles sold by Northern 
M.ui:ma Isl.mds' automobile dealers 
dropped by over seven percent in 
December. compared with the tally 
du1ing the same period last year. 

Figures fium the Commonwealth 
Auto Dealers Association (CADA) 
indicated that fourof the six car deal­
ers on tl1e island registe1i.:d lower 
sales volume during the month, while 
two dealers posted whopping in­
creases in tot.11 sales. 

Some 152 vehicles, including cars, 
trnck.\ vans and spans utilities. wen, 
sold in December. which dropped by 
7.32 '[)Crccnt du1ing same month last 
year's 164 tally. 

·111e I 997 car sales figure released 
by CADA showed that 98 i Toyota 
vehicles were sold last year. while 
Hyundai came in next with sales 
almost reaching the 500-murk at 491. 

Atlcast4<>6Nissanru1d249Mazda 
vehicles we1e acquire<l. Some 235 
Mitsubishi vehicles were sold during 
tl1e same -period. 

percent from four cars sold in I 996 to 

11 vehiclesacquiredduringthesamc 
month last year. Some 66 cars, 60 
trucks, I 4 vans and 109 used Mazda 
cars were tr.ided by Midway Motors 
in 1997. 

Sales of Nissan vehicles by Joeten 
Motors remain at 28 units, but sales of 
Ford vehicles dwindled by 73.3 per­
cent from 15 units in December 1996 
to four units last year. Joeten Motors 
bartered 80 cars, 89 trucks, 15 vans, 
70 sport utilities and 212 used Nissan 
cars last year. 

1l1ere was only one Dodge auto­
mobile unit sold in December last 
year,a66.67percentdeclinefromthe 
previous year's three uni ts. But Keico 
Motors dispatched two Jeeps and 
three Chrysler during the same pe­
riod. The car dealer has sold 28 
Dodge trucks, seven vans and 123 
used cars in 1997. 

Totals sales of Honda cars in De­
cember dwindled by 70 percent to 
three lastyear,compared with I Osold 
unitsduringthesamemonth in 1996. 
In 1997, Trans Micronesia Motors 
traded I 19cars,twovans,34sport 
utilities and 68 used Honda cars. 

By Zaldy Dandan 
Variety News Staff 

I&S CORPORATION, whose 
promotional work for the CNMI 
in the last six years saw a 40 
percent increase in touiism, has 
expressed surpriseoverthe tran­
sition report's opposition to its 
contract with the Marianas Visi­
tors Bureau. 

I&S, however, said it is will­
ing to accept amendments to its 
yet to be signed $3.5 million 
contract or to enter into a-com­
petitive bid for it. 

Describing the CNMI as its 
"valued client," T&S said it is 
also willing to defer payment 
until the Commonwealth's fi. 
nancial situation has improved. 

[Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, who 
will. be off-island for 11 days 
beginning Thursday, said yes­
terday that the contract is still 
under review, adding that his 
administration will come out 
with a decision "as soon as pos­
sible." 

Sources said the continued op­
position of a ranking member of 
the transition committee is be­
hind the non-signing of I&S's 
contract 

But Tenorio said he has never 

heard the committee member say 
anything regarding I&S.] 

In a letter to the governor's tran­
sition committee, I&S managing 
director Akio Takeshi said the 
Tokyo-based advertising agency 
is "very confus~d and alarmed" at 
the transition report's one-sen­
tence evaluation of I&S, noting 
that no details were given to back 
up the report's finding. 

"We understand that the (tran­
sition committee) talked to MVB, 
butMVB has repeatedly approved 
of our work .... and has strongly 
supported our contracts. 

"So we cannot imagine why the 
good members of the (transition 
committee) would (say that the 
I&S contract should not be 
signed)," Takeshi said. 

Takeslli noted that despite the 
Asian currency crisis, Japanese 
tourists-I&S 's target audience­
have continued to come here in 
good numbers. 

The CNMI, Takes hi added, has 
"actually done better than com­
parable destinations in the last 
few montlis in terms of compet­
ing for Japanese tourists." 

At any rate, Takeshi said I&S 
would like to discuss the matter 
with the new administration, add-

ing that i&S will provide any 
information the transition com­
mittee may require. 

"All that we ask is that the 
(transition committee) give us 
some reason ... why they opposed 
our contract," Takeshi said. 

After winning a competitive 
bid against several other agen­
cies, I&S has been working for 
the CNMI since 1992. 

For the next two years, I&S 
worked without a contract and 
was paid for its se!"' ices .. 

In l '.l95, however, MVB 
signed a three-year contract with 
I&S that was subject to an an­
nual review. 

Two years later, MVB re­
newed I&S's contract for an­
otheryear, which was supposed 
to start on Oct. I , 1997. 

The money for the contract 
was already included in MVB 's 
fiscal year 1997 budget, but then 
governor Froilan C. Tenorio did 
not sign the contract. 

I&S then told MVB that it 
would withdraw from the con­
tract, but was assured by MVB 
officials that it would be signed. 

After four months of working 
without receiving any payment, 

Continued on page 19 

Available data furnished Variety 
showed that only Micro! Corporation 
and Midway Motors recorded a sig­
nificant growth last December, while 
Joeten, Keico, Trans Mic and Triple 
J Motors registe1w dwindling sales 
duiing the same period. 

Micro! sales of Toyota vehicles 
incrcasedby 15.63percentfrom64in 
Decemocr l 996 to 74 during the 
same month last year. At least 264 
Toyota cmi 252 trucks, 43 vans, 98 
spo1t utilities and 324 used cars have 
been dispatched by Micro! Co1p. last 
year. 

Triple J Motors registered a 
42.11 percent drop from its 
Hyundai vehicles sales figure 
during the month in review, from 
I 9 in I 996 to 11 la~t year. But the 
company dispatched a total of 185 
new and 306 used Hyundai cars in 
last year. 

Yale Law School forum to discuss 
U.S. relations with insular areas 

By Mar-Vic C. Munar 
Variety News Staff 

Midway Motors' sales tally for its 
Mazda vehicles also shot up by I 75 

The CADA 1997 tally showed 
Toyota remains the 
Commonwealth's top vehicle 
brand, followed by Hyundai, 
Nissan, Mazda and Mitsubishi. 
Though Honda, Ford, Dodge, Isuzu 
and Cluysler are catching up. 

WHAT'S in store for insular 
territories in the future? Are 
they heading toward state­
hood? How far have Puerto 

ATTENTION 
CNMI EMPLOYEES and RETIREES 

Individual Assurance ,Company representa-

tives are now conducting Open Enrollment meetings for the CNMI Employee Group 

Life Insurance Program. New and increased benefits are now available for Active 
AND Retired CNMI employees. 

Emplovees must complete a new enrollment card during the Open Enrollment 
JlCrio_d which end~ March 15. 1998. Your local representative, General Agent Don 
Barcmas, along with IAC representatives, will be visiting your department to explain 
the new program and benefits. They will assist you in selecting Supplemental benefit 
p~ckages in addition to the BASIC Group Life Insurance program that will best pro­
vide for the needs of YOU, and YOUR family. 

ln addition to the Open Enrollment meetings, Employees and Retirees may 
also enroll at the American Pacific Insurance Agency, (APIA), office on Capitol Hill, 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. You may also visit your Personnel Office for 
further details and to fill out an enrollment card. 

T~ke advantage of the opportunities provided ONLY during the Open Enroll­
ment penod through March 151

1, and fill out your enrollment card at: 

• ... , 

GROUP 

Your agency/department Open Enrollment meetinl!; 
your Personnel Office; or 
the American Pacfic Insurance Agency office on 

Capitol Hill. 

IAC, we put you, the "individual", FIRST! 

Rico and Guam gone since 
they were acquired by the 
United States one hundred 
years ago? 

These are some of the ques­
tions that will be discussed at 
next month's conference or­
ganized by the Yale Law 
School. The conference, slated 
for March 27-28, marks the 
centenary of the United States' 
acquisition of its first .. unin­
corporated" territories in 
1898. It is titled "Foreign in a 
Domestic Sense: Reflections 
on the Centenary of the United 
States' Acquisition of Puerto 
Rico," 

The U.S. ac4u ired Pm:rto 
Rico. Guam and the Philip­
pines from Spain through the 
·ri-caty or Pa1·is. 

The Philippines became 
U.S. commonwealth on Nov. 
15, 1935, and was "granted" 
independence on July 4, 1946. 

Guam remains a U.S. terri­
tory, while Puerto Rico, a U.S. 
commonwealth. 

The Yale Law School will 
revisit the questions on the 

PLEASE be informed that 
Maria11:1s Visitors Bureau Spe­
cial Board or Directors mcctin~ 
scheduled for today, Feb. 18, ha: 
been postponed due to lack of a 
quornrn. 

We will publish notice of the 
next meeting at a later date. 

status and the future of Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and other insular 
possessions of the U.S. includ­
ing the CNMI, and American 
Samoa, in their ''historical, 
global and constitutional con­
te X l." 

Among the speakers will be 
Puerto Rico Gov. Pedro 
Rosello, Juan Torruella, and 
Jose A. Cabrancs, chief jus­
tices of the US the Court of 
Appeals, first and second cir­
cuits, respectively; Arnold 
Lieb0wi tz, Prof. Juan Linz, 
Ruth van Cleve, Prof. Mark 
Tushnct, and Jose Trias 
Monge. 

Invited to join the panel are 
Puerto Rico's Resident Com­
missioner Carlos A. Romero 
IL11"Celo, C,uam Delegate Rob­
ert Underwood, :1mi' CNMI 's 
Washington Rep. Juan 
Babauta. 

Babauta said he will be dis­
cussing issues about the rep­
resentations of insular govern­
men ts in Congress. 

Both Guam and Puerto Rico 
have delc~.ates to the US 
llouse of R;presentatives, but 
they don't have a voting 
power. 

"The CNMI doesn't even 
have a delegate," Babauta 
complained. 
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Grounded tanker 
gets towed to RP 

Senator joins m.ove to stop 
hiring thru ~anp.ower- firms 

By Rick Alberto 
Variety News Staff 

M/V Shogun, the tanker that ran 
aground the reefs off Rota's har­
bor mouth on Nov. 6 last year, 
was towed lo the Philippines yes­
terday morning, the Coastal Re­
sources Managemeot said. 

The infol1llation was relayed to 
CRM acting Director Peter Barias 
by Edwin M. Hofschneider, 
coastal coordinator for Tinian, to 
where the tanker was taken Dec. 
9. 

In. his faxed message, 
Hofschneider said the tanker left 
Tinian Port for drydock. 

Shogun was carrying some 
5,500 barrels of petroleum prod­
ucts while on its way to Rota from 
Tinian when it ran aground. 

It swept off half of the corals in 
the impact zone, according to a 
damage-assessement report of the 
Division of Environmental Qual­
ity. 

The reef damage has been esti­
mated at $1 million. 

The owner of the tanker, 
Chembridge Tankers Ltd., offered 
to donate the vessel and its sal­
vageable parts and equipment to 
Rota and suggested that the 
cleaned vessel be sunk and made 
a dive attraction. 

The Rota municipality was 
given up to Jan. 4 to decide 
whether to accept the donation. 

Last week a meeting was held 
on Rota regarding the permitting 
requirements for sinking the ves­
sel as artifical reef. 

During the meeting the Rota 
municipal mayor and other offi­
cials were receptive to the idea of 
sinking the vessel. 

The equipment in the vessel is 
worth many hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars, according to the 
owner. 

.Jury Selection 
starts on·._.· 
C.D.C. l~wsuit 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

JURY selection started yesterday 
forC.D.C. 's multimillion lawsuit 
against a Japanese firm. 

Superior Court Presiding Judge 
Alexandro Castro began to screen 
a pool of prospective jurors to 
decide the case. 

As of press time, the jury selec­
tion was ongoing. 

After selecting the jury, the trial 
is expected to start. 

Several witnesses, including 
former Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio 
and convicted bribe-giver 
Shigenori "Chico" Hiraga, at­
tended the hearing afterthey were 
summoned to appear in court. 

C.D.C. Saipan ,mdJapan, both pri­
vate comp,mies, sued Sekisui House 
over a I 988 "verbal agreement" 
whereby Sekisui allegedly promised 
to pay C.D.C. millions of dollars for 
tl1e latter's interest in a land near 
Hopwood Junior High School. 

Sekisui, a Japanese firm, filed 
last October a counterclaim seek­
ing $153.7 million in damages 

Continued on ~page 19 

Commenting on the latest de­
velopment, Barias said, "It seems 
that either they (owner) are gonna 
repair the vessel or do some kind 
of dismantling of the vessel in the 
Philippines." 

Barias said the decision to tow 
Shogun to the Philippines must 
have been whatthe owner thought 
as the besi option since the per­
mitting process would take Jong 
and the cleaning of the vessel 
before sinking it would be very 
expensive and difficult. 

Barias also said the decision 
was "good news" for the CRM 
since "we have never been recep­
tive to the idea of sinking the 
vessel as artifical reef." 

· Barias likewise said the depar­
ture of the vessel "does not close 
the issue" as far as the CRM is 
concerned. 

"We 're still awaiting the final 
assessment report from the US 
Coast Gµard prior to making a 
final determination on the fine (as 
a result of the damage done to the 
coral reefs)," Barias said. 

By Zaldy Dandan 
Variety News Staff 

ACTING Senate President 
Thomas P. Villagomez (R­
Saipan) yesterday said he 
will support a move to ban 
the hiring of nurses through 
manpower agencies-a prac­
tice, he a~ded, tl:lat only 
leads to low morale among 
the nurses. 

"It should end," 
Villagomez said, "and I, to­
gether with the other sena­
tors, will back any proposal 
to stop the practice." 

Currently, he said, there is 
an inequality in· the treat­
ment of government medi­
cal P!!rsonnel, which results 
in low productivity the mo­
ment a nurse finds out that, 
compared to others, she is 
getting Jess pay for the same 
amount of work. 

"We should pay an indi­
vidual what he or she is re-

ally worth," Villagomez said. 
Members of the Senate lead­

ership, together with Rota's 
municipal officials and a top 
adviser of Gov. Pedro P. 
Tenorio, have recently. ex~ 
pressed grave concern over the 
conditions of the nurses hired 
through. agencies. 

At Rota's heath center, a 
'4health crisis" was averted . •' ',•••.,, .. •, ., 

only after Rota's municipal 
government and the Tenorio 
administratfon have identi­
fied funds to pay the nurses' 
salaries. 

The island's resident di­
rector for public health ser­
vices, Teresita A. Santos, 
said the health center owes 
the manpower agency $111, 
853, which cover four 
months or nine paydays (and 
not four paydays as earlier 
reported). 

Santos, in an interview 
yesterday, also clarified that 
the agency managed to pay 
the nurses three months 
worth of paydays. 

But the nurses have yet to 
be paid for the past two pay 
periods. 

Santos further clarified 
that the health center's debt 
was "already there" when she 
was named resident director 
last month. · 
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The Around the Islands section covers community stories, 
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a 
story you would like to share, or an event that needs lo 

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341 

Babauta nom.inates CNMI students for academ.y 
RESIDENT Representative 
Juan Nebi Babauta has an­
nounced the sckction of l wo 
more CNMI students as the 
1998 CNMI nominees for ap­
pointment to the United States 
service academies. 

The duo, Farrah Matsumoto 
and Ulysses U. Mafnas are 
"excellent candida1es." says 
Babauta. 

"Both exhibit a strong foun­
dation in academics, physical 
fitness, community involve­
ment. extra curricular activi­
ties, leadership and employ­
ment experience." 

This is the second year 
Babauta has had the author­
ity to nominate CNMI 
students to the academies. 
Two of last year's s1uden1s 
were accepted, and· are now 
attending one-year of prepa­
ratory schools. 

Farrah Matsumoto 

In his decision to give Farrah 
the nomination to West Point. 
Babauta noted that Farrah 
maintains a 3.29 GPA while 
taking a majority of the col­
lege preparatory courses such 
as biology, chemistry, two 
years of algebra. and a vear of 
geometry. 

Ulysses U. Mafnas 

Farrah, a member of the Mt. 
Carmel girls softball and vol­
leyball teams is also the edi­
tor of the school yearbook. 

On the other hand, Ulysses 
is the oldest son of Cynthia 
Castro Mafnas and Antonio 
Pangelinan Mafnas, an Army 
Sergeant Major. 

Preparations made for environmental week 
By Rick Alberto 
Variety News Staff 

PREP ARA TIO NS are being 
made for the observance of 
Environmental Awareness 
Week, which will be on April 
19-25. 

Kathy Yukn:ivage of the 
Division on Environmental 
Quality, the lead agency in 
the planning of activities, 
said this year's theme is Solid 
Waste. 

Yuknavage said they would 
retain past activities which 

proved to be successful like 
the island-wide cleanup and 
the TV forum participated in 
by environmentalists from the 
DEQ, the Coastal Resources 
Management. and the Division 
of Fish and Wildl ifc. 

The culminating day also 
marks Earth Day. 

Other entities actively in­
volved in the preparations are 
the Saipan Chamber of Com­
merce and the National Parks 
Service. 

One of the new features pro-

posed for the EA W is the 
sale of the more environ­
mentally friendly canvas 
shopping bags instead oft­
shirts. 

Yuknavage said that in the 
US many grocery stores use 
canvas instead of plastic bags, 
which are nonbiodegradable. 

Some of the more envi­
ronmentally conscious shop­
pers on Saipan actually bring 
their own canvas shopping 
bags and refuse the plastic 
bags used by stores. 

UNITED ST/.lTES 
POST/JL SERVICE 

PREQUALIFICATION OF GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

OF A NEW POSTAL FACILITY IN SAIPAN 
SOLICITATION NO. 052571-98-A-0006 

DUE DATE: MARCH 17, 1998 
CONTACT JOHN FRAHER -650/615-7224 or GRACE BA TESTING - 650/615-7206 

PACIFIC FACILITIES SERVICE OFFICE 
USPS 

395 OYSTER POINT BLVD., STE. 225 
SO SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94099-0300 

THIS IS A NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREQUALIFY FIRMS TO CONSTRUCT A NEW POSTAL SERVICE FACILITY 
IN SAIPAN. THE USPS-OWNED FACILITY IS APPROXIMATELY 14,815 GROSS SQUARE FEET ON A 50,567 
SQUARE FOOT LEASED SITE WITH AN ESTIMATED COST RANGE OF $2,500,000 TO $3,500,000. THERE 
IS NO FIXED MECHANIZATION ON THIS PROJECT. PLANNED CONSTRUCTlON STARTING DATE IS 
AUGUST 1998 WITH A 300 CALENDAR DAY CONSTRUCTION PERIOD. PREQUALIFICATION STATEMENTS 
WILL BE EVALUATED BY THE OFFICER'S STAFF. PRIMARY FACTORS THAT WILL BE CONSIDERED AND 
ARE OF ALL EQUAL IMPORTANCE, ARE: QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT· 
SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF A MINIMUM OF 3 SIMILAR SIZE PROJECTS WITHIN THE PAST 5 YEARS: 
FINANCIAL ABILITY TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT: ABILITY TO BOND THE PROJECT; C.\PACITY TO 
TAKE ON THE PROJECT. OTHER FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED WILL INCLUDE: MANAGEMENT PLAN 
AND SAFETY PLAN; KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL AREA; FIRMS FLUENCY IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE -
PRINCIPALS, PROJECT MANAGER, SUPERINTENDENT AND OFFICE STAFF. NO FEWER THAN THREE 
OF THE MOST HIGHLY QUALIFIED PRIME CONTRACTORS WILL BE PLACED ON THE PREQUALIFIED 
CONTRACTORS LIST. iN THE EVENT THE NUMBER OF PREQUALIFIED CONTRACTORS IS NOT 
SUFFICIENT TO ENSURE ADEQUATE COMPETITION, THE POSTAL SERVICE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
PREQUALIFY ADDITIONAL CONTRACTORS WHO WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THE SOLICITATION. 
INTERESTED PRIME CONTRACTORS MAY OBTAIN A PREQUALIFICATION PACKAGE AT NO COST BY 
SUBMITIING A WRITIEN REQUEST TO GRACE BATE STING AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS, OR BY FAXING A 
REQUEST AT 650/615-7243. THE PREQUALIFICATION PACKAGE WILL BE SENT BY MAIL TO FIRMS THAT 
REQUEST IT, IT WILL NOT BE FAXED TO THE FIRMS. PREQUALIFICATION STATEMENTS WILL NOT BE 
RETURNED. INTERESTED FIRMS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT THEIR PREQUALIFICATION 
STATEMENTS VIA U.S. POSTAL SERVICE FIRST CLASS, PRIORITY, OR EXPRESS MAIL. 

Ulysses' first choice is West 
Point. 

In nominating Ulysses to the 
two academies, Babauta said. 
"Ulysses is a strong candidate 
in all areas." 

Ulysses the Senior Class 
President of his high school, 
is captain of the school's wres­
tling team with an impressive 
winning record. 

He carries a black belt in 
Karate. He is active in both 
his church and community. 

And he maintains a 3. 7 GPA 
while taking advantage of all 
the college -prep cou;ses and 
the adv ance<l pl ace men l 
courses available in his school 
system." 

The next step in the selec­
tion process is for the 
academy's admission boardto 
decide whether to accept 
Babauta 's nominees. 

Students interested in com­
peting for service academy 
nominations in the future are 
encouraged to start prepara­
tion at an early age. 

Every year of high school 
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Juan N. Babauta 

should include college prepa­
ratory math and science, extra 
curricular activity involve­
ment, and competitive physi­
cal activity. 

Other factors such as the re­
sponsibilities of part time em­
ployment show signs of matu­
rity and direction and can help 
strengthen an application for 
a nomination. 

For further information, 
please contact the Office of the. 
Resident Representative Juan N. 
Babauta at 664-5651/2. 

.· WSR.Report Card Day · 
FOR ALL Green Track parents of William S. Reyes Elementary 
School, Report Card Day for Green Track students is on February 19, 
1998 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Parents are urged to come and pick up 
report cards. 

Nel'(IY We~s. Mr. Ray Camacho embraces Mrs. Tanya Belyeu Camacho 
dunng their Valentrne's Day wedding celebration last Saturday. 

Pt1010 courtesy al Franklo M. Ellptlco 
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DYS sponsors Parent and Home making workshop 
By Laila C. Younis 

Variety News Staff 
THE DIVISION of Youth Ser-
vices is sponsoring a "Parent Edu­
cator and Homemakers Training 
Workshop" al the Joeten Kiyu 
Library in a effort to expand its 
parental programs, according to 
DYS Coordinator Connie 
Cabrera. 

"We are experiencing a change 
in the public's response to DYS. 
There are now more families re­
porting in and requesting for ser­
vices," said Cabrera. 

"The awareness, I believe, 
comes from our public education 
programs that seems to be work­
ing well. Families are realizing 
that keeping their problems a se­
cret is not really helping. More 
problems only paramount that 
way," she said. 

"What we have here for this pm-en­
tal program are trainers who go out to 
the homes and provide seivices to the 
families," she added. 

Acting DCCA Secretary Eloise 
Furey explained that the program 
consists of volunteers and certi­
fied instructors who can give tips 
on good parenting and advice in 
home making. 

"Right now, we are training 
more volunteers and refreshing 
the certified instructors at the 
workshop. The foundation lies in 
good parental education," said 
Furey. 

CCAChappy 
with exhibit 

By Lalla C. Younis 
Variety News Staff 

TIIECOMMONWEALTIICoun­
cil of Arts and Culture wanted to 
give local photo journalists a 
"chance to shine," and the Council 
is happy with the tum-out for the 
"2nd Annual Photo Exhibit 1998," 
according to CCAC Coordinator 
Tina Foster. 

"We are glad to see a number of 
new artists in ourexhibit, including 
students from the College and our 
youngest one from Hopwood Jr. 
High," said Foster. 

"The opening reception we he[d 
for the exhibit over the weekend 
had a greal tum-out. We wer-e able 
to sell some photos and we had 
kind donors," she said. 

/\bout 50 photographers, Feister· 
noted, joined the exhibit ranging 
from professionals to beginners. 

"We did not have a limit on 
sdecting applicanls. We trieJ to 
encourage everyone to submit 1he ir 
work. Some of them m-e doing itas 
a hobby and others as a c,1rcer." 
s.iid Foster. 

"We wanted 10 give local pho­
tographers a time when they can 
expose their work. 'Ilic local paint­
ers ,U1d weavers have many oppor­
tunities to show case their work," 
she said. 

According to Foster, the Exhibit 
will beheld until February 27, 1998. 
111e CCAC Gallery's hours are 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday and 9 a.m. to I p.m. 

=-i 

DYS Coordinator Connie Cabrera listens to a question during the DYS 
"Parent Educator and Home Maker Training Workshop" yesterday. 

"We are reaching out to the 
community and becoming more 
community-based instead of say­
ing you have to come to our of­
fices," she said. 

Cabrera also noted that DYS 
has a program called "Common 
Sense" offered twice a week that 

parents can take advantage of. 
"It teaches parents how to dis­

cipline their children without re­
sorting to corporal punishment," 
said Cabrera. 

"We are hoping to have it soon 
in different languages so we can 
accommodate the diverse com-

munity. It encourages positive 
behavior and provides parents al­
ternative ways to prevent physi­
cal and emotional abuse," she said. 

111e three-day workshop started 

yesterday and will continue to 
Feb. 19th. 

For more information, contact 
Connie Cabrera at the DYS Of­
fice at 664-2550. 

Study lime 
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Catching up. Father and son Dave and Joshua Sovarrubias do some 
studying at the Joeten Kiyu Library yesterday. They are here on a 
visit from California. Pholos by Ll>lla c. Youn[$ 

t~jnt:,:rn12~tt:f1;:i1;&:i:1.:~~§Tst~z''.~:fE;J~lif:$f~~~;;r;J~~,}}J~~i%!~Ji~Ifi?Ei~~1:t".~~¥¥~JJj21f;'SATf:,'Jl~l0;7;iJ;;~¥1i"::~;:EI:·iXz:E·:.X.:~.::: .... 

rBf ~i.:· .. ;.} J~l 
$}.}' 

if~ 
ffl 
t~rl 
fl .r-,, 
~Wt 
lff/"­
fo/1', . 

~

·t··.'.'"'.··, ~tu 
~~ 
f:1?1 
tfI;;j 

I' . . ' 

I liJij 
r;:;:!1 f~,,;q 

wI~ '·.t:,.1 
kI'i 
[/-:1 

:.,.·:.: 
f%-'J 
.. ...r1_.1 

9,500 BTU 

MIDDLE ROAD 
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Feb. 16- 28 

-
iij.),/,MJJmkW 25,000 BTU 

FREE BASIC INSTALLATION! 
(PADS, BRACKETS, DISCONNECT 

NOT INCLUDED) 

FREE ESTIMATES!! 

p:j D DJRS I ... f~J SAIPAN COCKPIT '-H-AN-S....L...--'C•A•R•R.,IER '\Vhdc S11ppi<cs La.st 
~~,:.1 ___________________________ _ 

CARRIER GUAM INC. 
Saipan Branch • Middle Road, ~ualo Rai 
Phone: 234-8330 • 234-8337 • Fax: 234-8347 
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Fiji PM calls on foes: 
'Come out in the open' 
SUV A (Pacnews)-Fiji 's 
prime minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, 
has openly welcomed a chal­
lenge by government opponents 
in the next election. He said the 
sooner they reveal themselves, 
tl1e better it would be, the Daily 
Post reports. 

Rabuka was reacting to me­
dia reports of a plot by a secret 
group to oust him as Prime Min­
ister and reverse government 
kgislative programmes and 
policies. He said the group 
ell led "'Cadra Mai" is opposed to 
the new Constitution am! 
"ovcmment 's moves to deal with 
AL TA (agricultural lam.llords and 
tenants act) through a joint par Ii a-
111entary committee. It is also op­
posed to government's libaal 

multiracial policies. 
Rabuka described the move as 

just politics. 
He said the constitution is for 

the whole nation and not in the 
interest of the indigenous Fijians. 

But in a joint statement Mon­
day the Vanua Tako Lavo Party 
and the Fijian Nationalist Pm1y 
said the Cadra Mai group agrees 
with their position on the new 
Constitution which they see as 
anti-Fijian and a sell-out of their 
interests. 

They said if the Prime Minister 
really wanted to test the true feel­
ings ~f Fijians about the constitu­
tion changes, then he should 
stand in a~ communal seat and 
not in an open seat in the next 
gen<!ral elections in 1999. 

CNMI COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES 

BOARD VACANCIES 
The CNMI Council for the Humanities, a private 
nonprofit corporation. is seeking applicants to 
serve on the Council's Board of Directors. 
Council members are volunteers who work with 
the Council to inform the public about Council 
grants and programs; attend regularly 
scheduled meetings; serve on special 
committee assignments; develop administrative 
and programmatic policy, plans and 
procedures; evaluate grant applications; raise 
funds; and represent the Council in national or 
other meeting. If you would like to be a member 
of the Council, please send a letter briefly 
explaining why you would like to serve along 
with your resume to: 
Executive Director. CNMI Council for the 
Humanities. AAA 3394 Box 10001, Saipan, MP 
96950. For further information, please call- 235-
4785. 

THE CNMI COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES 

INVITES THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO ATTEND A GRANT 

WRITING WORKSHOP. THE WORKSHOP WILL FOCUS 

ON HOW TO PREPARE A GRANT APPLICATION FOR 

A HUMANITIES PROJECT. THE PUBLIC WILL ALSO 

HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THE 

COUNCIL'S PROGRAM AND MAKE COMMENTS 

AND SUGGESTIONS. THE WORKSHOP IS FREE AND 

OPEN TO EVERYONE. 

WHEN: FEBRUARY 19, 1998 (THURSDAY) 

WHERE: JOETEN-KIYU PUBLIC LIBRARY 

TIME: 6:30 P.M. TO 7:30 P.M. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COUNCIL'S OFFICE AT 235-4785. 

~~l&llt• · Elsewhere in the Pacific . · 

South Pacific seeks new 
image to lure tourists 

By ROBERT KEITH-REID 
SUVA, Fiji (AP) - T11i11een. Pa­
cific island nations eager to lure 
lnore tourists are worried.that trav­
elers are confused about the South 
Pacific's image, so they want to 
m,u-ket themselves with a brand 
name. 

They want a trademark as recog­
nizable as those owned by Coca­
Cola, Rolls Royce, Heinz baked 
beans or the various brands of run­
ning shoes. 

Their regional agency, the Tour­
ism Council of the South Pacific. 
has asked nine international mar­
keting companies forconeepls that 
the 13 cun jointly use to sell them­
selves as tourist destinations in com­
petition with tropical islands in the 
Caribbean and Indian Ocean. 

Council chief executive Levani 
Tuinabua said Tuesday they had 
asked for "fairly general" prelimi­
nary ideas. 

The Council will award a con­
tract in consultation with an advi­
sory committee of Pacific Island 
airlines, hotels and tour compa­
nies. 

111e issue was raised at the recent 

inaugural South Pacific Tourism 
Convention in Tahiti by Jonathan 
Ray, marketing director for the 
Southern Pacific Hotels Corp., the 
largest hotel operator in the South 
Pacific. 

He said the Pacific Islands have 
a .. whole mixture of images that 
have nothing to do with promotion 
budgets." 

They were being promoted as 
the Pacific Ocean, Southern Pa­
cific, South Seas, South Pacific 
Ocean and under other names and 
images. 

Are Australia and New Zealand 
pm1 of the Pacific Islands? Some 
said yes, and others said no. "I 
am confused. You have to get a 
brand defined," Ray said. 

"Oveniding everything else is 
destination marketing. You have 
to have a strategy and market posi­
tioning and the resources to do the 
job." 

Apart for some awareness ofTa­
hiti, Fiji, Papua New Guinea and 
perhaps New Caledonia, the Tour­
ism Council of the South Pacific's 
nine other members remained un­
known. 

Calling for a stronger brand fo­
cus depicting .. a palette of 13 is­
lands worthy of Gauguin," Ray 
said, "my personal favorite - 'Is­
lands of the South Pacific' - is 
very emotive." 

The Pacific Islands had the im­
age of being peaceful, tranquil, 
clean, restful, fresh and unhun-ied. 
That was simplistic but had to be 
safeguarded, since the sun and sea 
image was presented by too many 
other regions, Ray said. 

Air New Zealand executive 
Norm T11ompson, supprntingRay 's 
comments, said the South Pacific's 
image was a .. bloody mess." 

His airline's research showed that 
"Australasia" was perceived by 
travelers as being just Australia 
while "Oceania" was perceived as 

Continued on page 11 

Major tuna 
dealinPNG 

PPORT MORESBY 

Vanuatu sees big drop 
in its tourist arrivals 

(Pacnews)-A billion kina 
($US560m) tuna fishing project 
is expected to come into opera­
tion in Papua New Guinea soon 
giving the local economy a major 
boost. This was announced at the 
weekend, PNG Post-Courier re­
po!1s. 

Sokimona Fishing, a wholly­
owned PNG company, which is 
setting up the project, said it had 
secured a financial package total­
ling K 1.132 billion ($US600m) 
to commission the construction 
of modem fishing ships and on­
shore facilities. These facilities 
would service purse seiners, can­
neries, a wharf, a Joining plant 
and associated infrastructures. 

PORT VILA (Pacnews)­
Vanuatu is experiencing a big fall 
in the number of tourist arrivals. 
General ManagerofTour Vanuatu 
Jimmy Meameadola has con­
firmed the drop saying his staff 
now work half a day as a result, 
Radio Vanuatu repol1s. 

He attributes the drop in tour­
ism to the January 12 riot in Pon 
vila by about 500 disgruntled 
members of the Vanuatu National 
Provident Fund who wanted to 

withraw all their money from the 
retirement fund. Meameadola 
says February through March is 
normally a low tourist season but 
news of the riots overseas have 
caused tourist arrivals figures to 
sink further. 

Sources say some hotels have 
also begun putting out casual 
workers, and Air Vanuatu has also 
confirmed the number of people 
it's carrying into th country has 
fallen during the last month. 

The proposed site for this 
project is Kavieng in the New 
Ireland province. 

Summit on in Pago Pago 
PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)-For­
esters from the US Paci fie States 
and ten-itories have arrived in Pago 
Pago for a four day meeting to 
dis~uss the status of forests in the 
American Pacific. 

The conference will look al how 
population growth and develop­
ment has impacted forestry, the 
erosion of coastlines by hurri-

Nauru to be 
full member 
ofC'wealth 
SUVA (Pacncws)-Nauru will 
soon become a full member of the 
Commonwealth. 

ll1is was announced Monday by 
the Nauiu govcmmcnt, the Daily 
Post reports. 

Commonwealth Secretary Gen­
eral Chief Emeka Anyaoku is cur­
rently in Nauiu. 

Continued on page 11 

canes and rising sea levels and 
what islands are doing to combat 
the problem. 

Training of locals to manage 
forests and eco-tourism as a vi­
c1ble forestry industry. 

T11e participants will visit the 
National Park in Ofu, Manua and 
Vatia and will also tour the Land 
Grant forestry station at the 

American Samoa Community 
College. 

Participants for the conference 
are from Guam, Palau, Northern 
Marianas, Marshalls, Federated 
S tatcs of Micronesia, Hawaii and 
American Samoa. 

Obse1vers from Samoa are also 
expected to attend the meeting 
which will begin Tuesday. 

Solomons Gov't pays 
part of student debts 

HONIARA (Pacnews)-The Solomon Islands government had 
to pay half a million Fiji dollars to aven a ban on Solomon Islands 
students by the University of the South Pacific authorities. Govern­
ment sources say university authorities had demanded that the 
money be paid or Solomon Islands students under government 
sponsorship would be banned from the university. 

They say this was because the Solomon Islands government owes 
the USP about $F6 million ($US3m) in fees for its students. 
However, the payment of the half a million Fiji dollars Friday 
enabled the last lot· of Solomon Islands students to leave Honiara 
Monday onboard a chartered Solomon Airlines flight for Fiji. 

··r ' .1 .... ~· I I I; I ' 
'. I 

\ 

,'' 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-11 

FSM joins climate change forum 
PALIKIR, Pohnpei-FSM 
President Jacob Nena re­
quested the four FSM state 
governors to nominate two 
candidates each to attend a 

· workshop on consequences of 
the climate variability and 

change for the Hawaii-Pacific 
region. 

The workshop on Conse­
quences of Climate Change for 
the Hawaii-Pacific region: 
Challenges and Opportunities 
is scheduled to take place from 

March 3 to 6, at the East-West 
Center's Hawaii Imin Inter­
national Conference Center 
facilities located on the cam­
pus of the University of Ha­
waii-.at Manoa. 

hazards such as tropical 
storms, prolonged drought, 
and floods; 

• water resource manage­
ment; 

ciated States as well as asso­
ciated agencies and organiza­
tions. 

Disaster, Finance and 
Budget Officers meet 

The purpose is to examine 
the vulnerabilities of various 
regions of the United States to 
climate variability and climate 
change and to provide infor­
mation to support develop­
ment of a national assessment 
of the consequences of climate 
and global change. 

• economic development and 
community planning includ­
ing coastal resource manage­
ment and planning; 

• critical habitat and re­
source management issues in­
cluding fisheries and; 

• the special challenges 
faced by island communities 
(including indigenous people) 

The conference will pay for 
air fare and six days perdiem 
for two participants from each 
state, the letter stated, and 
participants could either be 
government employee, private 
sector or interested group rep­
rcsentati ves. 

The workshop wil I be held 
at the East-West Center's In­
ternational Conference Cen­
ter under the auspices of the 
White House Office of Sci­
ence and Technology Policy 
(OSTP) .and U.S. Global 
Change Research Program 
(USGCRP). 

PALIKIR, Pohnpei-FSM Na­
tional and State Disaster, Finance 
and Budget Office representatives 
met last week at the FSM Capital 
in Palikir, to review and update 
disaster control manual. 

The review are to include fi­
nance procedures relative to 
FEMA projects, according to John 
Mangefel, '.1ne of FSM's desig­
nated disaster and special pro­
grams coordinators. 

The participants reviewed the 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
(HMGP) Plan, the HMGP Ad­
ministrative Plan, the FEMA fi­
nancial procedures and to make 
recommendations for adoption 
and implementation. 

T11e HMGP Plan requires an­
nual review and updating by the 
status. 

Participants in the Pohnpei 
meeting include Sihna Lawrence 
and Dohrina Gamule form FSM 
Finance and Brigida Edgar fro 
FSM Budget, John Mangefel, 
Josaiah Waguk and Oleen Poll 
from the president's office; Dais 
Lon-in, Murphy Lipai and Tho­
mas Pablo from Pohnpei State; 
Ermes Siales, Erik Paul, Nick 
Andon and Presenta Shirai from 
Chuuk; John Sohlith, Albert 
Fal 'ruw, Paul Gapith and Kensley 
Ikosia from Yap; and Ilai 
Abraham, Tihser Raynold and 
Carmina Tulensru from Kosrae. 

In the previous week, from Feb. 
2 to 6, the FSM Disaster Control 
Office staff State Disaster Con-

South ... 
Continued from pc_Jge 10 

being Asian. 
Air New Zealand has begun us­

ing "Pacifica" as a brand with in­
creasing success and this term 
would be used with United Air­
lines of the United States in pro­
moting the region. 

The Council members ,u-e riji, 
Tahiti, New Caledonia, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Ishmds, V ,muatu, 
Samoa, Tonga, the Cook Islands, 
Niue, Tuvalu, Kiribati and Ameri­
can Samoa. 

In 1997 they drew a total of about 
880,000 visitors, compared with 
nearly 7 million attracted by Hawaii. 

Nauru .. . 
Continued from page 10 

Until now Nauru has been the 
Commonwealth's only associate 
member and its leaders had not 
been able to attend the Heads of 
Government meetings. 

Last month President Kinza 
Clodurnar announced Nauru 
would seek a full United Nations 
membership. 

trol Officers had a one week meet­
ing in the State of Kosrae with 
Susan Murray form FEMA who 
is the HMGP Coordinator for the 
FSM from Pacific Area Office, 
FEMA, Hawaii. 

The purpose of the meeting is 
to follow up on the progress made 
since the previous meetings with 
FEMA officials from Region Nine 
ontheoutstandingFEMAProjects 
in various FSM states. 

Critical issues to be exam­
ined include: 

• the nature and conse­
quences of climate variability 
and change in the context of 
multiple environmental 
stresses facing ecosystems and 
communities in the region; 

• enhance disaster prepared­
ness associated with weather 
and climate-related natural 

· in adopting to and/or mitigat­
ing the impacts of the climate 
variability and change. 

Workshops organizers are 
anticipating I 00 to 120 par­
ticipants from industry, sci­
entific community, public in­
terest groups and government 
.officials from the state of Ha­
waii, the American Flag Pa­
cific Islands and Freely Asso-

Details of the workshop are 
available at the offices of the 
state governors or at the 
president's Climate Change 
office in the national govern­
ment. 

Thank Yoo CNMI!!! 
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for making as your 

No. 1 fioto Dealer 
The 1997 Commonwealth Auto Dealers Association Sales Figures 

Franchise Cars Trucks Vans Sport Utilities Used Cars Total 

(Dealer Total) 
TOYOTA 264 252 43 98 324 
Hyundai 185 0 0 0 306 
Nissan 80 89 15 70 212 
Mazda 66 60 14 0 109 
Mitsubishi 153 6 0 76 
Honda 119 0 2 34 68 
Ford 53 70 32 11 
Dodge 0 28 7 0 123 
Isuzu 0 18 0 18 
Chrysler 16 0 15 4 
Jeep 0 0 0 24 
GM 8 0 6 0 
Suzuki 4 0 0 3 
Other 4 2 0 0 

Our sincere Thanks to all of you for making us your #1 Auto Dealer ... 
Pairere #1 TOYOTA!! 

981 
491 
466 
249 
235 
223 
166 
158 
36 
35 
24 
14 
7 
6 

discount on the purchase or any Nev..- TOYOTA. - offer expires 2-2g_9g 

Pairere #1 

C: 

Micro) Corporation 
An Inchcape Motors Company 

at the Corner of Beach Road and Chalar1 Mnsr. Guerrero 

in San Jose. Call us at 234-5911 or fax us at 234-6514 
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an eyes Baghdad trip 
By ROBERT H. REID 

l!NITEDNATIONS(AP) Sec­
retary-General Kofi Annan failed 
l'v1onday tow in agreement among 
the five permanent Security Coun­
cil members to cnc.Jorsc a personal 
mission to B,1ghdad to negoliate 
an cnJ to the Iraq crisis. 

Following an hoUJ·-long meet­
ing. ,\nnan saic.J the pcrmanenl 
m.:mbcrs told him they "'need a 
Ii ttle more ti me to arrive at a con­
clusion ... He said he would meet 
the envoys again Tuesday and 
then addn:ss the full council on 
WeJnesJay. 

Diplomatic sources said Annan 
was looking for a sign from Wash­
ing ion on Monday th:11 ii is ready 
for him to nego1i:.1te an agreement 
with the Iraqis. 

Emerging from the meeting. 
however, U.S. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson held firm to the 

Kofi Annan 

American position that Iraq must 
grant the U.N. Special Commis­
sion orUNSCOM. full and unfet­
tered access to all sites. 

Various proposals to end lhe 
crisis have included what U.S. 
officials considercompromises on 
the commission's integrity. 

"It's our view that any solu­
tion to this problem centers around 

the two core principles,'' 
Richardson said. "First, clear un­
fettered access to all sites by 
UNSCOM inspectors and sec­
ondly the full integrity :md pro­
fessionalism of UNSCOM needs 
to be maintained." 

Asked if he would accept :my 
reduction of UNSCOM's role, 
Richardson replied: "the United 
States is not for any de 

als or compromises.'' 
Before the meeting, Annan said 
he was "getting close" to a deci­
sion to go to Baghdad to negotiate 
an end to the crisis between the 
United Nations and.Iraq. 

British Ambassador John 
Weston indicated his government 
would not object to such a visit. 

Britain has been Washington's 
strongest ally on the Security 
Council in demanding that Iraq 
grant unrestricted access to all 

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, right center, sits across the table from the five permanent 
Security Council members before their talks on Iraq at the U.N. Monday. Members at the table are, from left, 
French Ambassador to the U.N. Alian Oejammet; Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov; Chinese Ambassa­
dor Qin Huasun, Britain's Ambassador John Weston and the United States Ambassador Bill Richardson. 

suspected weapons sites. 
But Weston said after the meet­

ing that "we are not talking about 
co~mpromises. There are no com­
promises between what is right 
and what is wrong. 

"What is right here has been 
written down by the Security 
Council of the United Nations 
and has the force of international 
law, and the duty of all member 
states including Iraq is to comply 
with that," Weston said. 

Before the meeting, diplomatic 
sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Annan was lean­
ing toward making the trip to 
Baghdad in one last effort to re­
sol~e the crisis and prevent a U.S. 
military attack. 

But the issue remains what 
Annan would negotiate once he 
a1Tives. 

Russia, France and China have 
suggested compromises, such as 
a new set of inspectors to visit 
eight presidential site3 that the 
Iraqis have placed off limits. 

Russia, France, Arab states and 
scores of other countries have pri­
vately urged him to go. 

The United States anJ Britain 
have insisted on full access for the 
U.N. Special Commission to sus­
pected weapons sites. 

TI1e commission oversees the 
destruction of Iraqi long-range 
missiles and weapons of mass 
destruction under Security Coun­
cil resolutions passed at the end of 
the 199 I Gulf War. 

A widely discussed compro­
mise calls for diplomats from Se­
curity Council members to ac­
company U.N. inspectors to off­
limits sites. 

Iraq would have to drop de­
mands for a 60-day time limit on 
the inspections and allow the U.N. 
Special Commission to take the 
leading role in inspections. 

Annan had said he wou Id not 
go without an agreement among 

Opposition to Iraq military strike growing 
By David Briscoe 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Oppo­
sition to bombing Iraq is ground 
as Congress struggles over how 
far it should go in supporting mili-
1arv :1ction. Catholic cardinals. 
fo,:mcr military and intelligence 
ofltcc,·s. on g ti me ;111 ti- 11· ;tr grou rs 
:,ml ,\ r;,b ,\mcricans s;1y air at-
1:,cb would Lio little more than 
kill lraqis. 

Opponents are scattered across 
the political spectrum. Some in­
sist the bombing wouldn't go far 
enough. including conservative 
Republicans on Capitol Hill who 
believe the ultimate go:il should 
be 10 remove Saddam Hussein 
i"rom power. 

Others fear a U.S. attack woulJ 
go 100 far, killing thousands of 
innocent Iraqi civilians, destroy­
ing Mideast peace effons, and 
bypassing Congress in making 
war on another nation - all 10 
punish 1hc Iraqi president. 

Rep. Lee Ilamilton, D-Jnd., one 
of the capita!' s most respected 
foreign affairs voices, said he 
back~ Clinton's Iraqi policy but 

doesn't th ink force wou Id diminish 
the threat of Iraq's weapons or its 
ability to threaten its neighbors. 

"'The administration, I think, has 
a very heavy responsibility now to 
ar1iculate with very great precision 
what our purposes are in Iraq," 
lhmilton told Sccrct,u-y of Stale 
Madeleine Albright. who trooped 
10 Capitol l-1 i I I nearly every day last 
week to talk about Iraq. 

To bolster support, President 
Clinton plans a speech Tuesday at 
the Pentagon to make the case for 
why the United States may launch 
air strikes on suspected chemical, 
biological and nuclear weapons 
making sites in Iraq, which Saddam 
has ruled off limits to U.N. inspec­
tors. His foreign policy team, in­
cluding Albright, Defense Secrc­
tar)' William Cohen and National 
Security Adviser Sandy Berger, 
will hold town hall meetings this 
week in Ohio and Tennessee, too. 

'l11e one thing bombing oppo­
nents arid proponents have in com­
mon with Clinton is abhorrence of 
Saddam, who had agreed after the 
1991 Persian Gulf War to allow 

U.N. inspections to ensure hedidn 't 
rebuild his nonconventional war 
machine. 

Those feelings initially trans­
lated into strong congressional sup­
port for Clinton. But support wa­
vered last week, with Republicans 
,md Democrats raising questions 
about what an airstrike could ac­
complish and at what cost. A sup­
ponive resolution was put off until 
Congress returns from a break next 
week. 

A few members of Congress 
strongly oppose Clinton's Iraq 
policy. 

Conseivative Rep. Ron Paul, R­
Texas, last week introduced emer­
gency legislation to stop Clinton 
from using force in the Gulf. 

'There is :ibsolutely no moral or 
constitutional reason to go to war 
with Iraq at this time," said Paul, a 
former Air Force flight surgeon. 

A liberal, Rep. Cynthia 
McKinney, D-Ga., also asked on 
PBS-TV's "NewsHour with Jim 
Lehrer" last week: "How many 
people are we going to kill this time 
just because we don't want to set a 

precedent for having :.i country 
dictate ... who can do an inspec­
tion?" 

Beyond the capital, opposition 
also is growing louder. 

All seven active U.S. Roman 
Catholic cardinals cautioned in a 
lcller to Clinton thal bombings 
could be impossible to justify. 
About one-fifth of the National 
Catholic Conference of Bishops 
already h,1d signed on to a cam­
paign to end U.S.-led sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Two fonnerCIA directors who 
served u1icJer Clinton joined a 
different son of opposition cho­
rus, advocating more than 
airs trikes. 

'The problem with Iraq will 
not be solved by ar1 air campaign," 
former CIA Director John 
Deutch said. His predecessor, 
James Woolsey, criticized 
Clinton's "flaccid responses" 
and advocated a combination of 
bombs, support for Iraqi oppo­
sition groups and imposition of 
a countrywide no-fly zone over 
Iraq. 

the permanent council mem­
bers-the United·States, Britain, 
France, Russia and China. On 
Monday, however, Annan indi­
cated he might still go even if 
those differences could not be 
overcome. 

Oevelopments 
in Iraqi crisis 

By The Associated Press 
KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
Monday in the Iraq crisis: 

• Iraq warned Kuwait it will · 
"bear the consequences" if it 
allows U.S. forces to stage at­
tacks from its soil. 

• Egyptian and Libyan law­
makers met with Iraqi parlia­
ment speaker, then joined in a 
march to a U.N. office in 
Baghdad, shouting "We are 
with you Saddam!" . 

• White House advisers met 
to plan public events designed 
to brace American public for 
any bombing of Iraq. 

• About 3,000 infantry sol­
diers based at Fort Stewart, 
Ga, got orders to deploy to 
Kuwait. 

• Vatican announces Pope 
John Paul II has urged U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
to go io Baghdad to attempt a 
diplomatic resolution. 

• French President Jacques 
Chirac said peaceful solution 
close at hand, but didn't pro­
vide details. 

• Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis­
ter Tariq Aziz greets Qatar's 
foreign minister in Baghdad, 
saying he hoped their talks 
would lead to Middle East be­
ing "spared any ev ii." 

• Three U.N. cartographers 
spent a second day mapping 
out Saddam's palaces. 

• Israelis bought up plastic 
sheeting and tape after army 
recommended buying materi­
als to seal rooms against 
chemical or biological attack. 

• Jordan announced it would 
close its border with Iraq to 
prevent being overwhelmed by 
refugees if United States at­
tacks Iraq. 

• Poll of l, 188 Palestinians 
by independent Jerusalem 
Media and Communication 
Center found 94 percent of Pal­
estinians support Iraq in cur­
rent crisis, though only 29 per­
cent support Iraqi leadership. 
Margin of e1TOr: plus or minus 
3 percentage points. 

• Jamal Bustani, head of pro­
Iraq Palestinian Baath Party, 
was in custody in West Bank 
town of Jericho. His wife, 
Muntaha, said he was arrested 
Saturday for panicipating in 
illegal pro-Iraq protest. 

• Palestinian Authority, 
which is cracking down on 
public displays of support for 
Iraq, closed TV station that 
aired such viewer comments. 

• More than l 00 peace activ­
ists rally outside Royal Air 
Force base at Northwood, 
which would direct British 
strikes against Iraq. 
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Iraq warns Kuwait on US 
By G.g. Labelle 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - Iraq 
warned Kuwait on Monday it "bear 
the consequences" if it lets U.S. 
forces attack from its soil. Arab 
envoys and allies spoke out against 
the thremened American assault 
to end a standoff over U.N. weap­
ons inspections -and urged Iraq 
to avert it by backing down. 

Elsewhere, a team of U.N. car­
tographers worked for a second 
day mapping out President 
Saddam Hussein's palace com­
pounds - the symbols of Iraqi 
sovereignty at the center of Iraq's 
dispute with the United Nations 
and Washington. 

In New York, U.N. Secretary­
General Kofi Annan said he was 
"getting close" to a decision to go 
to Baghdad himself to try to nego­
tiate an end to the crisis. 

Diplomatic sources in New 
York said Annan would be look­
ing for a sign from Washington 
that it was ready for him lo try his 
hand at ta! ks. 

Iraq has baJTed U.N. inspectors 
from searching the eight presi­
dential sites for weapons of mass 
destrnction, leading the United 
States to threaten military strikes. 
U.N. officials hope to use the maps 
to determine which areas of the 
sprawling compounds are legiti­
mate targets for inspections. 

The foreign minister of Qatar, 
Hamad Bin Jassim al-Thani, ar­
rived in Baghdad to try to defuse 
the crisis, and a delegation of Arab 
lawmakers talked with the speaker 
of Iraq's National Assembly, 
Sadoun Hammadi. 

The lawmakers, from Egypt and 
Libya, later joined in a march to a 
U.N. office in downtown 
Baghdad, shouting "We are with 
you, Saddam!" 

Seeking to play up Arab back­
ing in the conflict, Deputy Prime 
Minister Tariq Aziz met Qatar's 
al-Thani upon arrival and ex­
pressed hope the Middle East 
would be ;'spared any evil." 

Saddam also met with al-Thani, 
who delivered a message from 
Qatar's emir, the Iraqi News 
Agency said. Saddam also received 
a telephone call from King Hassan 
II of Morocco, who pledged his 
opposition to "aggression against 
Iraq," the news agency said. 

In Paris, French Pn:sidcnt 
Jacques Chirac said a peaceful so­
lution to the standoff was near. 

"An acceptable solution respect­
ful of all U.N. resolutions is pos­
sible,"Chirac said. "Wem·eclose.'' 
But there was little evidence Mon­
day that Iraq was prepared to give 
way. 

In an ominous warning, Iraq's 
Foreign Minister Mohammed 
Saeed al-Sahhaf urged Kuwait 
against allowing U.S. forces to use 
its te1Titory to attack Iraq. 

"We call on our (Arab) brothers 
-including the Kuwaitis-not to 
serve as a foothold for weapons 
that kill Iraqis," al-Sahhaf said in 
Beirut, the third stop on a tour of 
Arab capitals to seek support against 
a U.S. strike. 

Al-Sahhaf said he was not threat­
ening Kuwait, but "we hope they 
won't commit this dead! y mistake." 

"Those who open their territory 
for the Americans to shed the blood 
of the Iraqi children and women, 
will bear the consequences of their 
crime," Al-Sahhaf said. 

He did not say what measures 
Iraq would take against Kuwait. 
In recent weeks, ai-Sahhaf and 
other Iraqi leaders have said Iraq 
would not attack Kuwait in the 
event of a war. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, 
leading to the Persian Gulf War. 
WhileKuwaithasnotsaid it would 
allow an attack to be launched 
from its territory, it has allowed 
the United States and Britain to 
station warplanes at its bases. 

Still, Kuwait has called for a 
diplomatic solution, as have other 
Arab states that supported the 
U.S.-led alliance that routed Iraqi 
troops from Ku\vait in 1991. 

In a sign that Baghdad might be 
willing to offer concessions, state-

U.S. Army Pvt. Michael Dirck loads a 4.2 inch mortar shell while Cpl. 
Roy Butle looks through an optical aiming device in their M106 Mortar 
Track vehicle during a live fire exercise in the Kuwaiti desert, near the 
Iraqi border Monday. The war games are a continuation of "Intrinsic 
Action 98" training exercices conducted by American forces deployed 
in Kuwait. AP 

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 

run newspapers quoted Vice Presi­
dent Taha Yassin Ramadan as say­
ing Iraq "is serious and earnest" 
in its pursuit of a diplomatic solu­
tion. 

"Neither I, nor the Iraqi leader­
ship, would like to see war," he 
said. 

Iraq faces pressure from Arab 
countries such as Lebanon, Jordan, 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, as well as 
China, Russia and Germany to 
abide by the U.N. resolutions re­
quiring it to dismantle all its weap­
ons of mass destruction. 

International pressure also is in­
creasing on the United States to 
refrain from attacking Iraq. China, 
Russia, Greece and France have 
come out strongly in favor of a 
diplomatic solution. 

Iraq hopes the three-member 
U.N. map-making team will lead 
Annan to launch a last-ditch peace­
making mission. 



Netanyahu cleared 
in Jordan scandal 

A bedouin woman from the Jahalin tribe, standing in what used to be her 
dwelling, is restrained by police women near the West Bank settlement of 
Maale Adumim Monday. Israeli bulldozers guarded by police destroyed 
about 30 bedouin shacks belonging to the Jahalin tribe to make room for 
the expansion of the adjacent Jewish settl,9ment. AP 

By Dafna Linzer 
JERUSALEM (AP) - An in­
vestigating panel appointed by 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu cleared him of blame 
Monday in the botched assassi­
nation of a Hamas leader in Jor­
dan. Nelanyahu insisted Israel 
would stick to its policy of strik­
ing at terrorists "in any place." 

Israel's relations with Jordan 
remained deeply strained over 
the attack, however, and Jorda­
nian officials said they would 

Bel)jamin Netanyahu 

not resume security cooperation official, speaking on condition 
with Israel unless Netanyahu of anonymity. 
fires the Mossad chief who mas- The three-member panel of 
terminded it. inquiry pinned most of the blame 

The Sept. 25 assassination at- on Yatom, but said it was up to 
tempt sparked a crisis in Israel's the prime minister whether to 
relations with Jordan and info- dismiss him. 
riated Jordan's King Hussein, Netanyahu approved the hit 
Israel's best friend in the Arab on Ham as political strategist 
world. Khalid Mashaal without con-

The king still wants Moss ad suiting his Cabinet- including 
spy agency chief Danny Yatom his foreign minister, who sub-
fired,. said a senior Jordanian sequently threatened to resign 
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Summeli Jo.6 
This is to inform all High School Students that the Governor's JTPA Office is 
soliciting one hundred (100) applicants for the youth vacation employment train­
ing program. 

Given the critical need of establishing work experiences for Students exiting 
the school system, priority consideration will be accorded to High School Stu­
dents ages 16 & up, who are below the poverty income guideline (Economically 
Disadvantaged). 

However, depending on the availability of local funding, the program may ac­
commodate those students who are considered high income (within the same 
age range) to fulfill the 100 slots. 

Deadline for submission is Friday, February 27, 1998. No application will be 
accepted after the established date. 

All students on Green Track are encouraged to visit the JTPA Office located 
directly across CUC, or Contact Mrs. Gina S. Wesley or Mr. Martin C. Pangelinan 
at 664-1700/4 For more information. 

Respectfully, 

/S/ Felix R. Nogis 
JTPA Executive Director 

xc: Public Information Officer 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Iii 
ii 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

- and Israeli newspapers said 
he didn't bother to get an opin­
ion from the chiefs of military 
intelligence or the domestic Shin 
Bet security service. 

(Vlossad agents crossed into 
Jordan on forged Canadian pass­
ports for the high-risk assassi­
nation attempt. They were 
caught after injecting Mashaal 
with a poison and later ex­
changed for the jailed founder 
of Hamas, Ahmed Yassin, and 
20 other prisoners. Mashaal sur­
vived. 

Netanyahu met Monday 
with Yatom and said he would 
review the report, which in­
cludes a classified section of 
about 300 pages, before mak­
ing any decisions regarding 
Ya tom's future. Netanyahu re­
fused to answer questions on 
the report but made a brief state­
ment saying any decision con­
cerning the Moss ad was Israel's 
alone. 

An Israeli government offi­
cial, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said it was possible 
Yatom would be "quietly re­
placed in the summer." 

Netanyahu also said Monday 
that Israel would not change its 
policy of striking at terrorists 
anywhere, despite the Mashaal 
fiasco. 

"We will continue to use it 
(the Mossad) to strike at terror­
ism." Netanyahu told reporters. 
"We will not give it immunity 
in any place." 

Netanyahu said an under­
standing had been worked out 
with Jordan on how to fight 
terrorism without having such. 
a blunder recur, but did not 
explain further. 

Hamas has carried out more 
than a dozen suicide bomb­
ings in Israel since 1994, in­
cluding two in Jerusalem in 
1997. 

Israeli opposition leaders 
dismissed the panel's report 
as a whitewash. 

Opposition legislator Yossi 
Sarid said the probe was 
flawed because those investi­
gating the affair were ap­
pointed by Netanyahu himself, 
racher than by the Supreme 
Court. In addition, the panel 
was given no special author­
ity, he said. 

The failed attack shook 
Netanyahu 's government and 
weakened King Hussein's po­
sition in light of an increas­
ingly influential Islamic fun­
damentai movement in Jor­
dan. 

Joseph Nevo, a professor of 
Middle East history at the Uni­
versity of Haifa, said future 
relations between the two 
neighbors would depend on 
Yatom's dismissal. 

"Relations, at least between 
security agencies, will be very 
low key as !orig as Yatom is 
Mossad chief because King 
Hussein has made this an is­
sue," Nevo said . 
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Sinn Fein wants to stay in talks 
By Shawn Pogatchnik 

DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) -British 
and I1ish leaders anguished Mon­
day over whether to eject the IRA­
allied party from Northern Ireland's 
peace talks after two killings 
blamed on the Irish Republican 
Army. Britain's Northern Ireland 
secretary urged that Sinn Fein be 
barred from the talks as punish­
ment. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams 
appeared furious after a daylong 
debate with the two governments 
and· the talks' chai~an, former 
U.S. Sen. George Mitchell, behind 
closed doors at Dublin Castle. 

"We 're trying to make this thing 
work." Adams told reporters. 
"People who have no interest in 
trying to make it work have seized 
on two men being killed to try to 
bring this process down." 

Britain's Northern Ireland sec­
retary, Mo Mowlam, presented a 
one-page paper Monday calling for 
Sinn Fein to be expelled. 

The talks, which began in June 
1996 and are supposed to conclude 
by May, are seeking to find a way 
to govern Northern Ireland accept­
able to both its pro-British Protes­
tant majority and Catholic minor­
ity. All participants must observe a 
formal renunciation of violence 

authored by Mitchell or risk expul­
sion. 

Irish Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem, speaking to reporters Mon­
day alongside Mowlam, dismissed 
speculation that his government 
didn't support the push for expel­
ling Sinn Fein. 

Ahem said it was "regrettable" 
but necessary that the search for a 
compromise in Northern Ireland 
was being sidelined by lengthy 
debate over Sinn Fein 's right to 
stay at the table. 

Ahem said Mitchell was ex­
pected to call a fu II session of the 
seven participating parties Tues­
day, "and then the governments 
will make up their minds - how­
ever long that takes I don't know." 

Mowlam added: 'There is no 
questionofadifference between us 
and the Irish." 

Northern Ireland's police chief 
said last week that the IRA killed 
Robert Dougan, a member of the 
north's majorpro-British paramili­
tary group, the Ulster Defense As­
sociation, as well as a drug dealer, 
Brendan Campbell. 

In Belfast on Monday, three men 
from the Catholic west side were 
charged with Dougan's murder. 
The three were not charged with 
IRA membership. 

The President of Sinn Fein, Gerry Adams talks to the media Thursday 
during a press conference in west Belfast, Northern Ireland. Adams 
warned that the peace process could fail if Sinn Fein was ordered out 
of the Talks afterrecent killings attributed by loyalist ot the IRA. At right 
is Sinn Fein Chief negotiator Martin McGuinness. AP 

Sinn Fein was allowed into the 
peace talks last September in ex­
change for an IRA cease-fire. An 
IRA statement Thursday said its 7-
month-old truce was intact but did 
not deny killing either man. 

Three weeks ago the British and 
Irish governments, co-sponsors of 
the talks, barred the UDA's Ulster 
Democratic Party from the table 
afterpoliceconcluded that the UDA 
killed three Catholic civilians in 

violation of its own October 1994 
truce. The governments have indi­
cated that the Ulster Democrats 
can return by the end of the month 
if the UDA doesn't kill anyon~ 
else. 

Sinn Fein would similarly be 
allowed to return to the talks within 
several weeks if it is expelled. But 
Sinn Fein spokesmen suggested 
tha~ might not be possible, since 
grass-roots frustration at the talks' 
lack of progress is growing. 

Northern Ireland's major party, 
the Ulster Unionists, has threat­
ened to boycott the talks if Sinn 
Fein remains. 

"This is not a process where 
people can sit at the table while 
their minions murder," said Ulster 
Unionist leader David Trimble. 

Participation by the Ulster 
Unionists, who represent about 
half of the north's Protestant ma­
jority, is considered crucial for 
the talks to produce an agree­
ment. But if Sinn Fein is kicked 
out, many fear a return to wide­
spread IRA violence. 

"Our electorate isn't going to 
support a process that seems to be 
subject to blackmail by David 
Trimble and the Ulster Unionist 
Party," said Sinn Fein chairman 
Mitchel McLaughlin. 

Bosnian Serb· commander named 
BANJA LUKA, Bosnia­
Herz.egovina (AP) - The Bosnian 
Serb president named a mcxlerate on 
Monday as new military commander, 
replacing a hard-liner loyal to former 
leader and war crimes suspect 
Radovan Karadzic. 

ButColicmaintainedcloselinkswith 
Karadzic' s allies opposed to Plavsic. 

Talic, who led the Serb lstKrajina 
corps during the 3 1/2-year Bosnian 
war, is considered a moderate and in 
favor of closer cooperation with the 
NATO-led peace troops based in 
Bosnia. 

and children gathered in Sarajevo to 
demand informationabout6,0C()men, 
missing after Bosnian Serbs overran 
the eastern Muslim enclave of 
Srebrenicain 1995.Foralmostayear, 
the women have been protesting 
across Bosnia 

Polish gypsies seeking 
World War II damages 

President B iljana Plavsic appointed 
Lt.Gen.MomirTalicaschiefofstaff, 
sacking Gen. Pero Colic, who has 
been1eluctanttosupportrecentmcxl­
erate changes within the Bosnian Serb 
leadership. 

Colic replaced war crimes suspect 
Gen. Ratlco Mladic in 1996 as the 
Bosnian Serb mHital)' commander. 

More purges of the Bosnian Serb 
milital)' are likely soon, with the re­
placement of all corps commanders 
and leading officers still loyal to 
Karadzic. Karadzic has been indicted 
forwarcrimesbythe U.N. warcrimes 
tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands. 

AlsoMonday,thousandsofwomen 

International forensic experts have 
found more than I ,<XX) bodies around 
Srebrenica, once one of six U.N.­
protected "safe areas." 

"I lost two sons, husband, brother 
and many relatives," said Sabra 
Mujicic. 'There are thousands of 
mothers like me and we will never 
give up." 

W ARSA W,Poland (AP)-About 
· 2,00)Gypsieswhowereperseruted 

by the Nazis during World War Il 
will seek compensation from Ger­
many, the leader of Poland's Gyp­
sies said Monday. 

Roman.Kwiatkowskisaidhegave 
a list with the first 137 names to the 
Gemian .ambas.sador in Warsaw, 
the PAP news agency re~ It 
was unclear when the rest of the 
names would be presented. 

Gypsy victims of the Holocaust 

around Europe are aying to obtain 
compensation from Germany. But 
it is proving difficult because many 
were unregistered in their native 
lands, or unregistered by the Nazis. 

There are some 30,(XX) Gypsies, 
who prefer to be called Roma, liv­
ing in Poland 

LikeJews,Gypsieswerermmded 
up, brutalized, interned, deported, 
and killed by Nazi Germany. Be­
tween 200,00J and a half-million 
were killed. 
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India election violence: 22 die 
By Krishnan Guruswamy 

NEW DELHI, India (AP) -
Frustrated by ase1iesoffailcdgov­
emments, barely half the eligible 
voters turned out Monday to choose 
a new Parliament in elections 
marred by at least 22 deaths. 

Another 70 people were injured 
by land mines, in fights between 
rival political h'foups or in ambushes 
by rebels trying to disrupt the vote, 

held three years ahem] of schedule. 
Still, Monday's violence was not 
unusual in a democracy that .en­
dures despite sharp differences 
among its people. 

Chief Election Commissioner 
M.S. Gill called the balloting 
''largely a peaceful exercise" given 
i1s scale: 222 seats of the 545-
member lower house of Parliament 
- the Lok Sabha - were being 

decided in the first of six days of 
balloting staggered by region. 

About 250 million people were 
eligible to vote Monday. Elections 
officials estimaled turnout at 50 
percent. 

Aftervotes are counted in March, 
the party or coalition that wins a 
majority of seats nationwide will 
designate a prime minister. Nearly 
5,000 candidates representing 
scores of parties are vying for 543 
parliament seats, with the other 
two filled by appointment. 

The Congress Party, which has 
governed India forall but five years 
since independence, has been bat­
tered by accusations it is c01rupt 
and out of touch. The Hindu na­
tionalist Bharatiya J anata Party was 
expected to win the most seats -
but not the majority needed to gov­
ern alone, which would leave India 
with another fragmented govern­
ment. 

Bodies lying on the streets of Coimbatore Saturday where a series of 
bomb blasts killed 54 persons and injured 193 others. The attacks were 
blamed on two radical Muslim groups trying to disrupt election cam­
paigning by Hindu nationalists. AP 

The outgoing United Front, a 
coalition of 14 parties that gov­
erned for 17 months until it re­
signed in December, was expected 
to fare badly after some of its par-

Indian President K.R.Narayanan casts his vote at a New Delhi polling 
booth Monday. India goes to the polls to elect a 543 member Parliament 
for the scond time in two years. AP 

®ff tee of toe 3'f ob \lCratning ~artner~bip ~ct 

On behalf of the Governor's JfPA Office and the Trainees, I would like to take this opportunity in 
extending our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following firms for your strong 
commitment and participation in according Employment and Training opportunities to our 
indigenous work force in an effort of finding meaningful employment. 

Aqua Resort Club 
Herman's Modern Bakery 
Pacific Sky Travel 
Law Office of Perry B. lnos 
KEICO Motors 
FAS Moving &. Storage 
Vivian B. Seman (Primerica) 
Consolidated Transportation Services, Inc. 
Saipan Diamond Hotel 
Pacific Oriental, Inc. 
J.C. Tenorio Enterprises, Inc. 

Law Office of John A. Manglona 
Sister Remedios Preschool, ECDC 
IT&.E, Saipan Office 
Marianas Printing Services, Inc. 
Sablan Construction Company 
J.E.T. Holding Company 
YCO Corporation 
Safety First Systems, Inc. 
Chang's Corporation 
Tan Holding's Corporation 

Your willingness for such undertaking, exemplifies a shared commitment that this is a social 
issue, therefore, we must work collectively on effort to enable our people to become contributing 
members of our community and not reliant on welfare programs. I hope that in the future 
should the need arise for an additional staff, you would consider us to assist on the matter. 

For those firms that are interested in "getting involve" on such worthy endeavor, contact Mr. 
Ray Cruz or Mr. Richard Santos at 664-1702. Once again, Si Yu'us Ma' ase', Ghillisow, and Thank 
You for your continued support and good luck in your business endeavor. 

/s/fellx R. Nogls 
ffPA Executive Director 

xc Governor 

ties splintered. 
The vote is staggered to give. 

federal forces time to move among 
areas where rebel groups are seeking 
independence or greater autonomy, 
or where ethnic or religious tension 
could be exacerbated by election dis, 
pules. 

1housandsoftroopsweredeployed 
in trouble spots Monday, but that did 
not prevent violent outbursts. 

Violence was worst in the northern 
state of Bihar, the most undeveloped 
and lawless of India's 32 states. 

Police blamed Maoist extremists, 
long at war with landowners, for 
triggering two land mines that killed 
four people. Sixteen others were 
killed in scattered fighting in Bihar, 
election officials said. 

The Election Commission invali­
dated the vote and ordered a repoll 
in about 500 polling stations in 
Bihar following complaints of ballot 
stuffing or intimidation by armed 
gangs. 

In the remote northeastern state of 
Assam, voter turnout was 43 percent 
- down from 79 percent two years 
ago-in response to a boycott called 
by the region's most powerful rebel 
group, the United Liberation Front of 
Assam. 

The rebels, who are fighting for an 
independent Assam, stormed more 
than I 00 polling centers mid burned 
ballot papers. 

In Bongaigaon, 120 miles west of 
Assam's main city Gauhati, an argu­
ment between competing paities 
turned into a riot. Police opened fire to 
regain control, killing one person. 

Violence was also reported in half 
the 42 constituencies in the sou them 
state of Andhm Pmdcsh. 

One political activist was stabbed 
to death, while 14 others were 
injured when supporters of rival 
groups hurled crude bombs at each 
other or fired guns. 

Voting also took place in the neigh­
boring northeastern state of Manipur, 
where eight soldiers were killed in an 
ambush by tribal rebels Sunday. 
BombblastsSaturdaykilled54poople 
and injured 193 others in the city of 
Coimbatore, where voting is sched-
uled for Feb. 22. · 
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Daley to Japan: 'Do m.ore' 
TOKYO (AP) - Japan should 
do more to revive its stalling 
economy and take a leading role 
in helping Asia overcome its cur­
rency crisis, U.S. Commerce Sec­
retary William Daley said Mon­
day. 

Speaking at a luncheon in To­
kyo, Daley welcomed some steps 
taken by 

Japan in recent months, but he 
said that Japan's fiscal policy was 
still too restrictive and "insuffi­
cient to move the economy for­
ward." 

Daley said the recovery of 
Asia's economies is dependent 
on a healthy and growing Japan, 
adding that Japan needs to further 
deregulate and open its markets. 

The "eyes of the world are on 
Japan," Daley said, adding that 
"it is a time for leadership/' 

The economies of several Asian 
countries have been pummeled in 
recent months by a severe cur­
rency crisis, and three - Thai­
land, Indonesia and South Korea 

- have received massive bail­
outs by the International Mon­
etary Fund. 

In recent weeks, U.S. officials 
have urged Japan to take a more 
high-profile role in spu!Ting the 
economies of its troubled neigh­
bors, in part by boosting con­
sumption and opening up its mar­
kets to more Asian goods. 

.Japan's ruling Liberal Demo­
cratic Party is scheduled to an­
nounce more economic support 
moves Friday, before the Satur­
day meeting of the Group of Seven 
leading industrialized nations. 
Japan is widely expected to come 
under pressure at the meeting to 
boost its economy. 

Daley also said that Japan's 
booming trade surplus with the 
United States cannot be justified 
because of the strong U.S. 
economy. 

American officials have urged 
Japan for months to build domestic 
demand rather than relying on ex­
po1ts to keep its economy going. 

1,502 Japanese firms had 
gone bankrupt in January 
TOKYO (AP) - Battered by a painful economic slowdown, more 
Japanese companies - 1,502-went bankrupt in January than in any 
single month since World War II, a private credit research agency said 
Monday. 

The number of insolvencies skyrocketed 24.8 percent in Janual}' 
compared to the same month last year, butdebtsleft behind dropped 4.6 
percent to 684.9 billion yen($ 5.5 billion), Teikoku Databank Ltd. said. 

. TheJ apanese government has declared the economy "stagnant," and 
financial institutions are sufferingunderrnounting debts. Bankruptcies 
in 1997 reached an I I-year high. 

In January, insolvencies in all sectors except transportation and 
communications rose during the month, with construction and manu­
facturing particularly hard hit, Teiko!G1 said. 

Corporate· collapses are likely to continue increasing as small and 
medium-sized companies had difficulty obtaining funds because of 
banks' reluctance to lend iri the sluggish economy, the report said. 

Govemment plans to inject up to 30 trillion yen ($ 240 billion) of 
public funds into the bai1king system are not likely to prompt much new 
lending, the agency said. 

ISTHAT?NO, 
IT COULDN'T BE .. a 

IT IS!!! 

U.S. Secretary of Commerce William Daley, left, shakes hands with Japan's International Trade and Industry 
Minister Mitsuo Horiuchi prior to their meeting at the ministry in Tokyo Monday. Daley is on a three-day official 
visit to Japan and is scheduled to tour South Korea and Singapore later. AP 

Vietnam devalues currency 
HANO I, Vietnam (AP) - The 
government moved Monday to 
boost dwindling exports and jump 
start the foreign cu1Tency market, 
effectively devaluing the dong by 
5 percent. 

It was unclear if the move would 
ease concerns that the cu1Tency 
still is overvalued. 

Companies and individuals 
alike have been hoarding dollars 
in expectation of a devaluation. 

That has forced down the daily 
volume of interbank transactions 
from $ 8 million in late 1996 to 
under$ 200,000 in recent weeks. 

"The move is designed to give 
commercial banks more flexibil­
ity in the interbank market, where 
transactions have been virtually 
frozen due to the artificially high-

'':;,.......;· 

valued dong," a State Bank offi­
cial told The Associated Press. 
"'The move wi 11 also help 
Vietnam's exports be more com­
petitive." 

A devaluation had been fore­
cast after the recent Tet lunar new 
year holiday, when Vietnamese 
living overseas return and pump 
millions of dollars into the 
economy. 

The State Bank of Vietnam, 
the nation's central bank, said 
Monday it has moved the target 
rate for the dong to I 1,800 to 
the dollar from 11,175 to the 
dollar, where it had stood since 
October. 

That amounted to an effective 
devaluation of about S percent 
because the dong typically 

trades in a band of plus-or-mi­
nus 10 percent set by the central 
bank. 

"A big depreciation would be a 
shock to the economy which the 
central bank, and rightly so, wants 
to avoid. But some action was 
needed," Jean Luc Bernasconi, 
an economist with the United 
Nations Development Program, 
told Dow Jones Newswires. 

A Western banker said Mon­
day the dong was being quoted at 
the new floor of 12,980 to the 
dollar. Previously, it had traded 
around 12,293 to the dollar. 

Vietnam has resisted devalua­
tion, but pressure has be~n mount­
ing because huge declines in other 
regional cu1Tencies have made its 
exports more expensive. 
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Quebec secession hearings on 
NOTICE 

OF 
MEETING 

FIFTH SAIPAN & N"ORTHERN . 
. -1SLAN.DS MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

-
Pursuant to Public .Law 8-41, notice is 
hereby given that a meeting of the FIFTH 
SAIPAN AND NORTHERN ISLAND 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL will be held on 
Thursday, 19th of February, at the 
Conference Room of the Municipal Council 
at Chalan Kanoa, at 9:30 A.M. 

By David Crary 
OTI A WA (AP)-Opening a his­
toric, high-risk court case, the fed­
eral government argued Monday 
before the Supreme Court that 
neither Canadian nor international 
law gives Quebec the right to se­
cede unilaterally. 

Quebec's separatist govern­
ment is boycotting the case, con­
tending that secession is a matter 
to be decided by voters - not 
judges. 

"It's for Quebec to decide," a 
banner trailing an airplane flown 
over the courthouse declared. 
More than 1,000 separatists -
bused to Ottawa from their mostly 
French-speaking province -
chanted the slogan repeatedly as 
they marched to the courthouse 
beneath dozensofQuebec'sblue­
and-white flags. 

"I don't think it would be exag­
gerating to say there is a lot of 
tension in the air today," the 
government's lead lawyer, Yves 
Fortier, said in opening oral argu­
ments. 

The federal government initi-
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ated the case last year when it 
asked the Supreme Court to rule 
whether secession is legal under 
either Canadian or international 
law, and which would prevail if 
there was a conflict. 

Fortier stressed that federal of-
ficials were not trying to outlaw 
secession attempts, but rather to 
set rules for them. 

"The federal government is not 
seeking to throw political road­
blocks in front of the right of 
Quebeckers to decide their own 
political future," he said. 

What the government is seek­
ing is some assurance that Que­
bec could secede only after a de­
cisive vote on a clear-cut referen­
dum question and only after ne­
gotiations that involved the other 
provinces, as well as federal offi­
cials. 
· Separatists narrowly lost a 1995 

referendum on secession; receiv­
ing 49.4 percent of the votes. 

Quebec's separatist premier, 
Lucien Bouchard, has promised 
to hold another referendum if his 
government wins a second term, 
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as expected, in an election that 
must be held by September 1999. 

Fortier argued the only route to 
secession, under Canadian law, is 
a constitutional amendment - a 
process that would force Quebec 
to negotiate with Ottawa and the 
other provinces. 

He also noted that virtually ev-
ery new country to win recogni­
tion by the United Nations since 
1945 has done so with the consent 
of its parent state. The main ex­
ceptions have been colonies 
breaking away from oppressive 
colonizers, he said. 

Though Bouchard 's govern­
ment is not participating in the 
case, the Supreme Court has ap­
pointed a lawyer, Andre Joli­
Coeur, to argue the separatist side. 
In written briefs, he argued seces­
sion is a political matter that can't 
be decided in court. 

A dozen other parties have in­
tervened in the case, nearly all to 
argue against the right of unilat­
eral secession. These include 
Quebec's main aboriginal groups, 
the Cree and Inuit, who say they 
would have a right to remain part 
of Canada if Quebec became in­
dependent. 

Three of the nine Supreme 
Court justices are from Quebec, 
but all were appointed by federal­
ist prime ministers. The court is 
expected to issue its ruling in four 
to six months. 

Barge hits 
:oil rig ·off La. 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) - A barge 
collided with an offshore oil platfonm 
in stormy weather in the Gulf of 
Mexico on Monday, starting fires on 
both and sending workers into the 
water, the Coast Guard said. 

The accident occurred 20 miles 
south of Southwest Pa,s, just off the 
Louisi,ma coast. 

Details were sketchy. There was 
no indication whether the workers 
jumped off either vessel or if they 
were knocked into the water, the 
Coast Gum-cl said. 

Coast Guard vessels, helicopters 
and firefighting equipment were en 
route to the scene. 

It wa, the second day of rough­
weather accident., on the Gulf. 

On Sunday, the freighter Manzur, 
hauling calciL1111 oxide and other 
chemicals, caught fire in the stonmy 
Gulf. 

The M,mzur reached safe harbor 
Monday at Southwest Pa.,s and 
stopped smolde,ing, theCmL,tGuard 
said. 

The freighter, cmrying 11 crew 
members, wa., met by firefighting 
boat, and the Coast Guard was work­
ing with the vessel's owners, 
Foroohari Shipping Co. of Germany, 
to determine how to dispose of any 
hazardous wa.,te. 

It wa., one of several vessels that 
got into trouble Sunday as heavy rain, 
stiffwindandhighswellsrakedacross 
the Gulf of Mexico. No one was 
killed or injured. 

A tugboat sank in the Missis­
sippi Sound and a fishing boat ran 
aground at Mobile Bay, Ala. Four 
people were taken off the sinking 
tug by helicopter. 
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Twist in Paula Jones case: 

Claim cm1 aid Clinton 
By Larry Margasak 

WASHINGTON (AP)-Provid­
ing a legal boost for President 
Climon. a Richmonµ, Va. woman 
has told the president's lawyers 
!hat she was asked to lie about a 
friend's allegation that Clinton 
made a sexual advance in the White 
House. 

The account by the woman, Julie 
Hiatt Steele, raises questions about 
the claims of Kathleen Willey -
an acquaintance of Clinton who 
reportedly said in a deposition that 
the president made a pass at her in 
November 1993. 

Alarm ... 
Continued from page 3 

ompson in the complaint said 
during 1997 Evangelista 

Ruling ... 
Continued from page 5 
·----·---~~--

ranging from alleged contract vio­
lations and poor housing facili­
ties. 

The allegations have also 
prompted Asper to order 
Benavente to have payrolls re­
leased within DOLi's premises 
for closer monitoring. 

Benavente, who said the ruling 
as "embarassing," has repeatedly 
denied the allegations_ 

I&S ... 
Continued from page 6 

l&S was told last Jan 31, 1998 by 
then acting attorney general Loren 
Sutton that the agency was work-

Jury ... 
Continued from page 7 

from C.D.C. foralleged breach of 
contract and fraud. 

1-!iraga claimed in an earlier 
deposition that he spent ¥124 mil-

Korean ... 
Continued from pag13 ~ 

the money but claimed it came as 
gifts with no strings attached. The 
tri,il and appcals courts ruled that 
somc of the rnonc:y did not come 
rrorn bribes. 

llyun-chul, free on bail, has one 
week to appeal tc the Supreme 
Court. The appeals court contin­
ued his bail, saying there is no 
danger of him fleeing or destroy­
ing evidence. 

It was the first criminal case 
involving a close relative of an 
incumbent president and one of 
the most publicized trials in South 
Korean history. 

Though President Kim was not 
implicated, the scandal seriously 
eroded his authority in the closing 
months of his term. He !caves 
officc 011 Feb. 25. 

The case was uncovered during 
a government investigation into 
another corruption scandal in 
which several close aides to the 
pn.:sident were involved. 

Ms. Steele's lawyer, John West 
of Richmond, said in tm interview 
Monday that lawyers defending 
Climon in Paula Jones' sexual ha­
rassment lawsuit against him ,re­
cently cOiitacted his client. 

West said Ms. Willey had told 
his client, "It would be okay if you 
lied.'' 

Steele's account cannot help Ms. 
Jones' attempt to prove that Clinton 
had a practice of making unwanted 
sexual advances. The lawsuit con­
tends that as governor of Arkan­
sas, Clinton rewarded women who · 
succumbed to his desires -while 

"knowingly and with reckless 
disregard of the fact that an 
alien has come to. entered or 
remained in the Common­
wealth in violation of the law, 

Students ... 
Continued from page 5 

council's adviser, Beth Roberts. 
While learning the government 

process, Roberts said, the students 
will, at the same time, learn how to 
apply the process in the school. 

Acting Senate President Thomas 
Villagomez gave lecture on how a 
bill becomes law;·who can run for 
office; andwhatittakestogetelected. 

"I've learned that it takes a lot of 
money to get elected," said Lance 

ing at its "own risk.'' 
Sutton said the CNMI govern­

ment could not be held respon­
sible for paying I&S, which then 
announced that it could only work 
without a contract until the end of 

lion in campaign loans and public 
relations giveaways to some 
CNMI government officials. 

Hiraga mentioned Tenorio as 
among those officials who re­
ceived such loans. 

In an interview yesterday, 
Tenorio said there was nothing 

Japan ... 
Continued from page 2 

With consumers spending less, 
companies have been cutting back 
on production. the report said. 

"J\s a result. the pace of im­
provement in ernploymclll am! 
income conditions has continued 
to slow, mid the positive growtJ1 
cycle of production, income ,md ex­
penditures h,L, stalled,'' the cenu·al 
b,mk said. 

As in other reprnb over tJ1e p:L,t 
several montl1s, tl1c Bm1k of Jap,m 
noted tl1at tJ1e economy htL, been 
supponcd p1im;uily by 1isingexprn1s. 

faprn1 's economy is likely to re­
main SWb'll:mt for "a while," it said. 

TI1c Jap,uicsc government h,L, ;u1-
nounced a special 2 tiillion yen ($ 
15.87 billion) income tax cut a, p,ut 
of me,Lsu1-es tostimulatetJ1eeco11omy. 

On Monday ,Japan's Parliament 
passed bills aimed at bolstering 
the economy by injecting about 
30 trillion yen ($ 240 billion) in 
public funds into the financial 
system. 

denying Jones any advancement 
because, as a state employee in 
1991, she rejected his advances in 
a Liule Rock hotel mom. 

Dan Gccker, Ms. Willey's attor­
ney in Richmond, did no retu111 
telephone calls seeking comment. 

In a separate criminal investiga­
tion of an alleged presidential af­
fair and cover-up, the attorney for 
frnmerWhite House intern Monica 
Lewinsky renewed his attacks 011 
Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr. 

William Ginsburg, said he joins 
several Democratic members of 

transported, concealed, har­
bored and shielded from de­
tection an illegal alien." 

Evangelista was summoned 
to appear in court on March 9. 

Sablan, who said he w:mts to be 
governor someday. 

Afterthelecture,thechildrenstarted 
playing· politicians. 

'Tm gonna run for governor and 
I'm gonna beat you," Lance told 
Bennelyn Lizama, who said she also 
want~ to mn for governor. 

Yea.rsfromnow,theywouldbethe 
players in a real political game. 

"We have a lot of student, with 
leadership quality ,and this trip wo11 ld 
give them an opportunity to prepare 
for their career," Roberts said. 

this month. 
Industry analysts have conceded 

that without a Japan-ba.=l agency, 
CNMI will face difficulties in attrnct­
ing Japanese tourists, who compiise 
the bulk of the islands' tourists. 

wrong with his deal with Hiraga 
because it was a loa,1. 

"They got papers showing that 
I mortgaged my property to 
C.D.C.," he pointed out. 

The former governor explained 
that although he is not paying the 
loan, his "land is there." 

Japan's financial sectors has been 
rocked byaslewofhigh-profilebank-
1uptcies, including the November 
collapse of Y an1aichi Securities Co., 
Japan's fourth-largest brokerage. 

Tampa ... 
Continued from page 2 

Las Vegas: 8. Salt Lake City; 9. 
· Atlanta; 10. Baltimore; 11. Ho­
nolulu; 12. Seattle; 13. Kansas 
City: 14. Minneapolis-St. Paul: 
15. Oakland. Calif.: 16. Mem­
phis, Tenn.: 17. Houston: I K. Ra­
leil!h-Durham, N.C.: ! l). Windsor 
Lo"cks. Conn.; 20. Chicago. 
0 'II arc; 21. San Frnncisco: 22. 
Sacramento, Calif.: 23. St. Louis: 
24. Washington. D.C., Dulles: 25. 
Dallas-Fort Worth: 26. Newark, 
N.J.; 27. Miami: 28. Portland, 
Ore.: 29. Los J\ngclcs: 30. Phila­
delphia: 31. New York City, 
LaGuardia; 32. Chicago, Midway: 
33. Washington, D.C., Washing­
ton National: 34. Boston, Logan: 
J5. New York City, John F. 
Kennedy: 36. Detroit. 

Congress in seeking a Justice De­
panment investigation of Suu,-'s 
"abusive behavior." He told The 
Associated Press Monday that the 
depa11ment should consider turn­
ing the Lewinsky matter over ''to 
another team" of independent pros­
ecutors. 

"We have a a prosecution sys­
tem that's out of control,'' said 

G,) 
.c ...., --ca 
(.) 

Ginsburg, whohascriticizeda nine­
hour meeting between StlUT's in­
vestigators and Lewinsky without 
herattorney present; the apparently 
rough questioning of Ms. 
Lewinsky's mother, Marcia Lewis, 
in !he grnndjury; and the refusal of 
Stan·to honor what Ginsburg called 
,m agreement for his clie.it's im­
munity from prosecution. 
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IN TIIE Slll'EHIOR C'OllRT OF TIIE 
COMMONWEALTH OFTim NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

DAVID A. WISEMAN. 
Plaintiff. 
vs. 
JING SHENG HUANG. a.k.a. 
ARLONG, 
Defendant. 
CiYii Action No. 98-001311 

AMENDED SUMMONS 
TO: Jl:>;G SHENG HUANG a.k.a.ARLONG 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
anJ no1ified 10 file any answer you wish 
to make 10 the complaint, a copy of 
which is given you herewith, within 
twenty one (2 I) days .after the fourth 
publication of this Amended Summons, 
and to deliver or mail a copy of your 
answer to the Law Offices of David A. 
Wiseman, whose address is P.O. Box 
2607 CK, Saipan, MP 96950 as soon as 
practicable after filing your answer or 
sending it to the Clerk of this Coun for 
filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and 
fileo with the Clerk of this Court at 
Saipa_n, MP 96950. lt may be prepared 
and signed for you by your counsel and 
sent 10 the Clerk of this Court by 
messenger or mail. It is nor necessary 
for you to appear per.mnally until funher 
notice. 

If you fail lo file an answer in 
accordrnce with this summons, 
Judgment by Default may be_ taken 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint. 
BY ORDER OF THE ABOVE COURT. 

Dated this 26th day of January, 1998. 
r,.,~ nf rnmt 

HOUSE FOR RENTI 

3 BEDROOM CONCRETE HOUSE, 
Semi Furnished, 1 Car Garage 

Located in San Vicente 

Please call 234-7490 for more information 

LOT FOR SALE 
-- San \'iccntc. 1583 sq.m. --
-- Tu!uron. 5851 sq.m. 
-- Capi!ol Hill, .1420 sq.rn. --

Contact: Frank Yuan 
kl: J .c,2r,.,88.J660 Fax: 1 ·626·588,3655 

E-mail: fr;1nk@c-rnc.com 

CC.ifuLiJ>~lf ~IL fll({})'lfIE[L 
GARAPAN 
NOW ACCEPTING 
MONTHLY RENTAL 

(WITH COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
& LAUNDRY ROOM) 

FREE DRINKING WATER, BACK·UP 
GENERATOR, 24 HOURS SECURITY 

FOR INQUIRY: 

Please Call Tel. 233-7821 
Fax: 233-7822 

II DRIVE WITH CARE ii 

~ 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TIIE 
COMMONWF.ALTII OFTIIE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

HAN-YOON KO, 
Plaintiff. 
vs. 
BYEOUNG BOG JEON. 
Defendant. 
Civil Action No. 97-1264C 

AMENDED SUMMONS 
TO: BYEOUNG BOG JEON 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
and notified to file any answer you wish 
lo make lo the complaint, a copy of 
which is given you herewith, wilhin 
twenty one (21) days after the fourlh 
publication of this Amended Summons, 
and to deliver or mail a copy of your 
answer lo the Law Offices of David A. 
Wiseman, whose address is P.O. Box 
2607 CK, Saipan MP 96950 as soon as 
practicable after filing your answer or 
sending it to the Clerk of this Coun for 
filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and 
filed with the Clerk of this Court at 
Saipan MP 96950. It may be prepared 
and signed for you by your counsel and 
sent to the Clerk of !his Court by 
messenger or mail. It is not necessary 
for you lo appear personally until funher 
notice. 

If you fail to file an answer in 
accordance with this Summons, 
Judgmenl by Default may be taken 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint. 
BY ORDER OF THE ABOVE COURT. 

Dated this 26th day of January, 1998. 

ls/Deputy Clerk of Courl 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
• 2 bedroom (fully furnished) 
• 24 hour water 
• back-up generator 

EVERGREEN APARTMENTS 
(Navy Hill) 

234-6789 • 322-5004 

GUAM WXURY MANSION, 
SALE OR LEASE 

180° OCEAN PLUS CllY VIEW 
FEE SIMPLE 

CALL: TONY OR MICHELLE 
AT 288-2060 or 235·5572/4 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Studio Type $350.00-$400.00 per 
month, utilities not included, quiet, 
single or couple only, immediate 
move-in, in Koblerville 

Tel. 234-1233 (Day); 288-2222 (Evening) 

PARTSMAN/TIREMAN 
Full Time • Local Hire 

Experience Needed 
Salary based on experience 

'Ptd-ufJ, .. pp!«atto .. 4t 

MICRDL CORPORATION 
Parts Department 

No phone calls please 

FLAME TREE TERRACE APARTMENT 
• 2 Bedroom - Apartment 

, FULLY FURNISHED • OCEAN VIEW 
, 24-HOUR MAINTENANCE ON CALL • SWIMMING POOL 
, 24·HOUR WATER SUPPLY • BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 
, LAUNDRY FACILITY • SECURITY GUARD 

l·iZ}itt•X•l-1- It! 
Location 

FLAME TREE TERRACE (Lower Capitol Hill) 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL TEL. 322-3366/5558 FAX: 322·3886 

Thailand seeks funds to 
destroy its opium fields 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) 00 A 
Thai drug enforcement agency, its 

budget cut in half because of the 
faltering economy, is seeking cash 

assistance from the U.S. government 

so it can destroy opium fields, an 
agency official said Monday. 

An official with the Narcotics Con­

trol Board in Chiang Mai, 580 kilo­

meters (360miles) north ofBangkok, 

said an agreement in principle had 

been worked out with the American 

Embassy in Bangkok. 

The official, who spoke on con­

dition of anonymity, said, the 

Board was asking for about 

300,000 baht ($ 6,666) from the 

United States to replace that 

amount cut from its budget. 

He said there are about 10,000 rai 
( 4,(XX)acres, I ,600hectares)ofopium 

fields scattered over eight provinces 

in Thailand. · 

Because of drought, he said the 

price of a kilogram (2.2 pounds) of 
heroin had risen from 20,000 baht 

($ 444) to 30,000 baht ($ 666) this 

year. 

Northern Thailand was once a 

major center for growing opium, 

the raw material for heroin. Crop 

substitution programs encouraged 

by constitutional monarch King 

Bhumibol Adulyadej, and stricter 

law enforcement,. have greatly 

reduced the opium fields. 

Some still remain, however, and 

each year soldiers, oorder patrol po­
lice and provincial officials launch 

separate campaigns to cut the 

opium poppies and destroy 

them. 

Although Thailand is no longer 

a major opium and heroin pro­

ducer, it is a key transit route for 

those drugs produced in neigh­

boring Burma, the second largest 

producer of opium in the world. 

As poor ·1ndqnesians riot, foreign 
tourists ·bask in tropical paradise 
SENGGIGI, Indonesia (AP) · -
Stan ding in a swimsuit by the 
pool .of a beachside resort, -an 
Australian tourist was noncha­
lant about recent street protests in 
Indonesia 

The riots, he mistakenly said · 
Monday, were happening far 
away·in the capital. 

'That's all in Jakarta," 59-year-. 

Gov't ... 
Continued from page 1 

basis for recommending 20 cents. 

We are already paying high gaso­

line taxes here," Tenorio said. 

The governor recalled that com­

plaints about high fuel prices 

prompted a review of the energy 

tax by the·Tenth Legislature last 

year. 

Meanwhile, Villagomez,chair-

Rota ... 
Continued from page 1 

will be formed to take charge of 

the landfill project. 

These agencies are the Mayor's 

Office, the Coastal Resources 

Management, Division of Envi­

ronmental Quality, Historic Pres­

ervation Office, Department of 

Lands and Natural Resources, and 

Froilan . .. 
' Continued from page 1 

to look into some $12 million 

wo11h of sole source contrac1s and 

whether the required services or 

products were delivered. 

According to the former gover­

nor, the only "unusual" action his 

Administration had taken was 

· when he terminated three board 

members of the Commonwealth 

Utilities Corporation in early 

1994. 

old Waxren Bailey said before settling 
down on a stQo} at an outdoor bar. 
·~rm only on ho)iday, I don't.read 

the newspapers." 

Ifhe had glanced ata local paper 
a .day earlier, Bailey might have got 
ajolL TheSuaraNusadailycarried 
frontpage color photographs of a 
riot Saturday in which two men 
were killed in Praya, just 20 miles 

man of the Senate committee on 

public utilities and communica­

tions, said he doesn't see the need 

to raise the energy tax at the mo­

ment. 

"Idon'tknowwhat he (Rizer) 

wants the 20 cents for," 

Villagomez said. "I don't 

know where he's coming from. 

If he goes to California and 

tells the California people 

what to do, he would be 

Department of Public Works. 

CRM acting Director Peter 

Barias said the new landfill will 

have to secure a federal permit as 

well as CRM permit. 

Under the regulations of the US 

Resources Conservation and Re­

covery Act, sanitary landfills are 

required to have a line_r and drain­

age structures to alleviate the prob­

lem of rainfall and surface water 

there was a justification on our 

part to remove them and reorga­

nize CUC. That's it. We didn't 

bring in Gov. GuctTero and i nvcs­

tigate him. We went on and looked 

for revenues to nm ihe govern­

ment," he said. 

Tenorio said although it is tough 

forthe Teno administration to find 

revenues because of the economic 

and currency crisis in Asia, they 

have to look for solutions. 

With regards to the sole-source 

issue, the former governor pointed 

out he did not see anything wrong 

with it because their actions were 

pursuant to the statutes. 

Fire ... 
Continued from page 1 

(33 kilometeis) southwest of bis 
luxmy hotel. 

In Senggigi on Lombok island 
and other vacation spots, many 
tourists are largely insulated from 
a spreading wave of violent pro­
tests against price hikes stemming 
frornlndonesia'seconomic slump. 

Five people have died since Fri­
day. 

lynched." 

According to OIA, gas taxes 

in the US mainland are nearly 

three times higher than the 

insular areas. 

Motorists in the US main­

land pay an average tax of 40 

cents per gallon. 
Guam's fuel tax is I 1 cents 

per gallon; American Samoa, 

25 cents; Virgin Islands, 14 

cents; and the CNMI, IO cents. 

runoffs seeping through the trash 

in the landfill. 

According to a report prepared by 

EMCON Associates, the amount of 

Rota 'sdail y solid waste is 7.67 tons or 

15,340lbs. based on Saipan's waste­

generation rate. 

Rota's actual waste generation rate, 

however, may actually belowersince 

it has a fewer industrial and commer­

cial activities than Saipan. 

"We have the right to do it. We 

did that pursuant to the 

reguiations ... pursuant to law. And 

I am sure that when this ac.lminis­

tration will be finished, they will 

do the same thing because they 

have to sole-source many con­

tracts," he said. 

"Many times you just don't 

have the time to advertise for 

experts, attorneys, specialists 

to do the job. You have your 

own lists of people who can 

do the job so you sign the con­

tracts pursuant to the regula­

tions. Arid there was nothing 

illegal about that," he added. 

termination." 

4000 SQ. FT. WITH SECURITY ALARM, A/C, ROLL UP DOOR rt!cently given a 60-day notice of 

termination were "misplaced," but 

will be given priority if they 

apply for other vacancies in 

the public sector. 

Most of those who will be 

laid-off were hired by the pre­

vious administration. 

The notices of termination, 

however, came not from the 

governor but from the offices 

of the special assistant for ad­

ministration and public infor­

mation. 

IN AS·LITO (TURN KEV OPERATIONS) 
CALL: THOMAS 288-2678, 287-8022 FAX: 288-7887 Politics, he added, has noth­

ing to do with the "so-called 
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Employment Want.ed 

....... 
· _ Job Vacancy - . 

Announcement 
01 MAINTENANCE MANAGER-Sa\­
ary:$1 ,500.00-2,060.00 per month 
Conlact: TROPICAL PLAZA, LTD. dba 
La Fiesta Shopping Center Tel. 322-
0998(2/18JW70578 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contacl: RANN I'S CORPORATION dba 
Hon Wang Reslaurant Tel. 233-7259(2/ 
18)W25402 

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: ESCOLASTICA T. CABRERA 
dba Escolastica's Enterprises/Esco's 
Bake House/Market Tel. 322-9993(2/ 
18)W25408 

01 H.E. MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-3.25 
per hour 
01 DRAFTSMAN (WORKER)-Sa\­
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$700.00 per 
month 
01 MECHANICAL SUPERVISOR-Sal­
ary:S600.00 per month 
Contact: ROLANDO G. BIGALBAL dba 
RB Electrical & Const'n. Tel. 234-
9855(2/18)W25417 

02 CHIEF COOK-Salary:$2,500.00 per 
month 
Contact: EASTERN HOPE CORPORA­
TION dba Keeraku & Rakuen Resl. Tel. 
233-4242(2/18JW25416 

03 MASON-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 STEEL WORKER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
06 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: PRO CONSTRUCTION COR­
PORATION Tel. 234-5860(2/ 
18JW70585 

18 PACKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: WINNERS CORPORATION 
Tel. 235-1804(2/18)W25413 

01 MECHANICAL MANAGER-Sal­
ary:S2,0DO.OO per month 
Contact: K.P.S. CORPORATION dba 
Kim, Sang Chui (2/18)W25411 

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: ROWENA L. O'CONNOR dba 
K's Dimsum & Noodle House Tel. 234-
5686(2/18)W70584 

04 CARPENTER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: 3K CORPORATION (2/ 
18)W25414 

01 MECHANICAL MANAGER-Sal­
ary:$2,000.00 per month 
Contact: KAE POONG CORPORATION 
dba Kim, Sung Seo Tel. 234-9018(2/ 
18)W25412 

01 BARTENDE R-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT­
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: J & JEV ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Tel. 256-9483(2/25)W25495 

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal­
ary:S5.00 per hour 
Contact: CORDOVA GROUP INC. dba 
Watch Discount & Repair Shop Tel. 235-
3498(2118JW25407 

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-4.75 per 
hour 
01 EXECUTIVE CHEF · Salary: 
$2,900.00-3, 100.00 per month 
01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.20-4.17 per 
hour 
02 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal­
ary:S3.60·4.17 per hour 
01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-4.90 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA CORP. 
dba Dai-lchi Hotel Saipan Tel. 234-
6413l2/18JW70587 l_-------- ~~:~] 

01 CASH! ER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING SA\PAN, INC. Tel. 
322 -83B3(2/25) W254 94 

04 WAITER/WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
Contact: CUI RONG CORPORATION 
Tel. 288-2268(2/25)W25506 

01 GENERAL MAINTENANCE (BUILD­
ING REPAIR)-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: FRIEND'S CORPORATION 
dba Friend's Company Tel. 323-5690(2/ 
25)W25505 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-5.00 
per hour 
Allowance: $110.00 housing allow. plus 
S50.00 gasoline allow. per month lax­
able 
01 TOUR GUIDE-_Salary:$3.50-5.00 per 
hour 
Allowance: $110.00 housing allow. plus 
$50.00 gasoline allow. per month tax­
able 
01 TOUR COORDINATOR-Sal­
ary:S3.05-5.00 per hour 
Allowance: $110.00 housing allow. plus 
$50.00 gasoline allow. per month tax­
able 
Contact: STSENTERPRISES, INC. Tel. 
235-3760(2/25)W25504 

04 WAITRESS, NIGHT CLUB-Sal­
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: SHORES OF SAIPAN, INC. 
dba Club Dera Tel. 235-7126(2/ 
25)W25503 

01 EXPEDITER-Salary:$3.50-4.50 per 
hour 
Contact: WINNERS CORPORATION 
Tel. 235-1804(2/25)W25500 

01 CARPENTER (MAINTENANCE)­
Salary:S3.05-4.50 per hour 
Contact: KWEK'S ENTERPRISES 
SAIPAN INC. Tel. 234-7243(2/ 
25JW25499 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S700.00-
1, 1 DO.OD per month 
01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Sal­
ary:$4.00-7.00 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC ENGINE DEVELOP­
MENT & CONSULTING, INC. Tel. 233-
7332(2/25)W25497 

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Sa\ary:$6.62 per 
hour 
01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$3.86 per hour 
Contact: HENRY KOYAMA 
PANGELINAN dba Henry K. Pangelinan 
& Assoc. Tel. 234-5236(2/25JW25486 

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: YOO JEONG CORPORATION 
Tel. 235-3403(2/25)W25487 

06 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 MANAGER-Salary:S650.00 per 
month 
Contact: ROYAL PALMS INTERNA­
TIONAL, INC. Tel. 233-0767(2/ 
25)W25488 

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER­
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: ROSA BLAS SALALI LA dba L 
& R Enterprises Tel. 234-6877 (2/ 
25)W25489 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Conlact: HONG ELECTRIC ENTER­
PRISES, INC. Tel. 234-1324(2/ 
25)W25490 

01 INDUSTRIAL MECHANIC-Sa\­
ary:$4.81 per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN INDUSTRIAL CO., 
INC. Tel. 234-7415(2/25)W25491 

02 BUTCHER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: GLOBAL TRADERS, INC. Tel. 
234-7415(2/25)W25492 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S850.00-
S1 ,000.00 per month 
Contact: GETAWAY TRAVEL COM­
PANY, INC. dba Getaway Travel Agency 
Tel. 235-8001 (2i25)W70713 
[ ___________________ -- --- _________ J 

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND TRADER'S 
INC. dba Caradena's Tailoring Shop Tel. 
235-6443(2/18)W25401 

02 TOUR COL1NSELOR-Salary:$5.17 
per hour 
Plus $400.00 housing allowance 
Contact: NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY 
MICRONESIA, INC. dba Mach Tour Tel. 
234-9309(2/18)W25403 

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,800.00 per month 
Contact: YUNA CORPORATION dba 
Commercial Tel. 235-2060(2/ 
18JW25405 

01 MANAGER/OPERATION-Sal­
ary:S5.00 per hour 
Contact: KIM JONG TAE Tel. 234-
1007(2/18)W25406 

02 STORE SUPERVISOR-Sal­
ary:$3.35-4.00 per hour 
Contact: EVERTRUST CORPORA· 
TION dba 123 Discount Store Tel. 233-
4242(2/18JW25415 

01 GENERAL MAINTENANCE (BUILD­
ING REPAIR)-Salary:$4.00 per hour 
Contact: CARMEN C. REYES Tel. 288-
3049(2/18JW25410 

01 PHOTOGRAPER-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
Conlact: RENATO G. AZUCENAS dba 
Sunshine Photo Shop Tel. 234-3193(3/ 
4)W25_56_4 ______ _ 

01 FABRICATOR INSTALLER-Salary: 
$3.05 per hour 
Contact: SAi PAN ALUMINUM & GLASS 
CO. Tel. 233-2410(3/4JW25565 

01 DELIVERY RT. TRUCK DRIVER­
Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO., 
INC. Tel. 233-9298(3/4JW70798 

01 WAITER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: NINO'S INC. Tel. 233-9298(3/ 
4)W70797 

---------

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $600-800 
per month 
01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR­
Salary: S3.50 per hour 
Contact: PELLEY ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Tel. 233-9298(3/4)W70799 

02 MARINE DIESEL MECHANIC-Sal­
ary: S3.05-4.00 per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN SEA VENTURES, 
INC. Tel. 233-3973(3/4)W70805 

01 PARTS CLERK-Salary: $3.10 per 
hour 
Contact: ANTONIO C. CRUZ dba 
Maharlika Enis. Tel. 234-5561(3/ 

, 4JW25566 

01 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY-Salary: 
$3.05-4.50 per hour 
Contact: JESUS \/. DELEON 
GU ERR.ERO dba JM & Associates Tel. 
234-3533(314 )W70815 

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage 
2DRNT 

$9,995.00 
Keico 234-0173 

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage 
2DRNT 

$9,995.00 
Kelco 234-0173 

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage 
59K Miles 

NT P/S AM/FM Cassette 
$9,995.00 

Keico 234-0173 

96 Ford Taurus 
Low Miles 

P/S AM/FM Cassette 
$13,995.00 

Keico 234-0173 

1995 Toyota Tercel 
2DR Mfr 
Low Miles 
$10,888.00 

Keico 234-0173 

1995 Toyota Tercel 
2DR Mfr 
Low Miles 
$10,888 

Keico 234-0173 

FOR SALE 
'87 SUBARU GL SEDAN 

•Au1omaUc transmlss!on, Power steering• Power 
wlndow,iocklmlrror • Newly overhaul• N~wty repalnt • 

Color Beige , Tinted • AU/FM Radio • Running conditiorl • 
Uileago 82,000 miles 

t:all Luci~ Tel 2Wll62,5to 7 l"lorZll-7578, Bto 11);xn 
(Asl<ing p6::e $2,000) 

;F'O:R :RENT 
PRIME LOCATION ON BEACH ROAD, SUSUPE ACROSS 

FROM SAIPAN GRAND HOTEL 
IDEAL FOR BUSINESSES LIKE GIFT SHOP, RESTAURANT, 

NIGHT CLUB, SHOOTING RANGE, SUPERMAKET, ETC. 
AMPLE PARKING IN FRONT AND AT 

THE BACK OF BUILDING. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 234·8585 

FOR RENT 
(2) bedroom, (t) bedroom apartmen! 

Brand New, Fully Furnished, Ceramic Floor Tiles, 
Laundry Room, Securi~ Gale with Intercom Gate 

Switch, 24 hours water. 
MODERN APAAThtENT 

AAA·557, Callet Box tOOOt, SaiRan, MP 96950 
Tel. 2BB·B47t or 483·6484 
Contact Persoo: Daniel Lin 

OFFICFJW AREHOUSE 
Approx. 1800 sq. ft. 

Lower Base 322-0966 

1997 Chrysler Grand Caravan 
Automatic 

Greal for the family 
S27,995.00 

Keico 234-017.'.l 

1995 Hyundai Sonata 
Sun Roof, Leather Interior 

Luxury on a budget 
$13,295 

Keico 234-0173 

1995 Honda Accord 
4 Door Automatic 

$14,995 
Keico 234-0173 

1991 Toyota Corolla 
2 Door Manual Trans 
Low Miles $8,495.00 
Keico 234-0173 

1994 Pontiac Sunbird 
2 Door Convertible 

28K Miles $12,995.00 
Keico 234-0173 

1993 Nissan Pathfinder 
4x4 Aulomatic 

1 D Pax CD Changer 
S16,495.00 

Keico 234-0173 

1995 Hyundai Accent 
4 Door Automatic 

27K Miles S10,995.00 
Keico 234-0173 

, .. ~~:::.--

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage 
2 Door Automatic 

55K Miles 59,995.00 
Keico 234-0173 

1991 Toyota Hilux 
Exira Cab $7,594.DO 
Keico 234-0173 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 
TI-\f. IIJTtRIJATla\JAL tv'CNETPf& 
FUW JJST BAI LID MG" a.Jr 
I.Um-! A =0· BIWOO · CO'..lAR lOAIJ 

G~eld ® by Jim Davis 
LINPA, I'LL BET THERE'S NOTHING­
Ct'OU"D RATHER DO THAN GO OUT 

WITH ME 'TONIC:,H'T ---

Charles M. Schulz 

STELLA WILDER 

YOUR BIRTHDAY 
BORN TODAY, you are a real 
sport, willing to give almost 
anything a try at the drop of a 
hat or after lengthy planning, 
aml no matter who has sug­
ge ste<l the activity - and 
~vhether you succeed or fai 1 
-- you almost always manage 
to have a good time! Strong­
willed and self-confident, you 
walk into every situation with 
your head held high, and back 
out again with the same 
strength and good feeling, for 
you know that you have 
learned more about yourself 
by doing it than you ever could 
by not doing it! You like the 
variety that life has to offer, 
and vou take advantage of it. 

So.me may claim that you 
are not what you seem, and 
that you are too quick to ad­
just to circumstances, suggest­
ing that this is proof that you 
are rather empty. Nothing 
could be further from the truth, 
however; you are one of Ii fe 's 
great livers! 

Also born on this date are: 
Helen Gurley Brown, author 
and publisher: Matt Dillon, 
George Kennedy and John 
Trav;lta, actors; Cybill Shep­
herd, model und actress: 
Vanna White, TV personality. 

To sec what is in store for 
you tomorrow, find your birth­
day and read the correspond­
ing paragraph. Let your birth­
day star be your daily guide. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 19 
PISCES (Feb. I 9-March 

20) - A little strategy goes a 
long way today, as most 
people are just winging it and 
doing things in a random man­
ner. You can beat them all! 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) - You may find yourself 
missing something or some­
one who once held a special 
fascination for you -and actu­
ally meant a great deal. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) - Any complications 
should not be considered 
trivial today; every time you 
encounter a snag, you must 
take it as seriously as you can. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- Take care you don't wind 
up lamenting some lost chance 
that you gave up in favor of 
something that couldn't lust. 
Go for the real thing. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22)- Someone may be trying 
to keep you from doing every­
thing you've planned toduy, 
but you won't know why until 
you've put an end to the threat. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
You can learn quickly today 
and put yourse.lf in a more 
beneficial position as a result, 
whether in a business deal or a 
recreational activity. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- You may feel as though 
you arc under someone's spell 
today. In fact, you are acting 
in a manner that may be, for a 
time, inexplicable. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) 
- You are in the mood to 

have it all - or give it up 
entirely. A little of this or that 
is no good for you at this time. 
Rethink your priorities. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) - Someone in authority 
thinks that you are more able 
to oblige in some way than is 
possible, and you must waste 
no time in making this clear. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) - Take care that 
you 're not so busy taking in 
the big picture that you let one 
or two of the key details work 
against you in some way. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19)-You will feel more 
secure than usual today, and it 
may be that your own attitude 
about what is important is 
somehow on the mend. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - Something big is just 
around the corner, and you 're 
going to want to be ready for 
it. You can't afford not to reap 
all the benefits. 

C1111yri11,h, IY't/'i, /Jnitrd f"r-,uurc S_1'rtdicuu, Inc. 

Those who get misty-eyed remem­
bering vacations on Grandpa's farm 
aren't the same ones who had to help 
clean the stables. 

The rear-engine vehicle was in­
vented way back when someone first 
put his earl before the horse. 

Why pay money for wrinkle cream 
when all of us gel plenty of them for 
free as the years go by? 

A classical musician we know s;iys 
he's never heard a rock star who could 
carry a tune if it had handles on it. 

CROSSWORD. PUZZLER 
ACROSS 

1 Goliath's 
slayer 

6 -salts 
11 Judd or 

Ryder 
12 Solemn 

musical 
pieces 

14 "No man-
-island" 

15 Huge animal 
17 Nugent ID 
18 Explosive 

inits. 
19 Timepiece 
20 Hwy. 
21 Cerium 

symbol 
22 Novelist 

George-
23 Stack 
24 Fireplug 
26 Butane and 

helium 
27 Sounded a 

bell 
28 Confine 
29 Dennis Franz 

co-star 
31 Shirley's TV 

roommate 
34 Juan's boy 
35 Otfice 

worker 
36 Alternative 

word 
37 Inquire 
38 - rights 
39 Sesame 
40 Football pas. 
41 Foot bottoms 
42 Naturalness 
43 Soup variety 
45 Yankees 

manager and 
family 

47 Actor O'Neal, 
et al. 

48 Goodbye 
(Sp.) 

DOWN 

1 Walt-
2 Body sci. 
3 Max-

Sydow 
4 At home 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

AR F 
FEE 

2-18 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

5 Cute 
6 Legal decree 
7 Carnation 

color 
8 Sign ol a hit 

(abbr.) 
9 King of 

Bashan 
10 Spunk 
11 Caster ol 

spells 
13 Daggers 
16 Cry of owl 
19 Extended 

families 
20 Stair part 
22 Muse of 

poelry 
23 Beeper, for 

one 
25 Swallow 

liquid 
26 Small mallet 
26 TV's Ally 

McBeal 
29 Growl 

viciously 
30 Title of 

respect 
31 Animated 
32 Loud sounds 
33 Perry Mason 

creator 
namesakes 

35 Satiates 
38 Nickel or 

dime 
39 Starchy plant 
41 Depot (abbr.) 
42 Silkworm 
44 Empire St. 
46 Dukakis ID 

Hidsp~ SOLVE THE REBUS BY.WRITING 
~· no IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE 

CLUES ANO ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS. 

ABOUT Tl-<E ONL. Y 
Tl-JING MOVIES LEAVE 
TO Tl-lE IMAC:,,INATION 

"TODAY 16 Wl-lAT 2 

'Dc.K~e<,o 
'.LOld 3Hl. :sNV Cl19'.18\JJl,ICdre,1u,eS.,-ridc111c. ,nc '2/.s 

The hunt begins 
today 

THEBIGONE 11111-·· 11 ADVANCETICKETS0N5ALENOW! , · ., l · FR!ESixNEJIIRm!NICCOUICTIBLIPlil 
Is COMl~.IG .; . ' . \• WITHEVIRYADVWTICm 

11 '1 ·l ' ,' ' , l'IIRCHISED8EIOR!MARcH4 
MARCH 4 : ·. IUlffiDTOQulHT11Y0111wiDI . 
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Tapia retains WBO, IBF titles 
By Pete Herrera 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 
(AP) - Junior bantamweight 
champion Johnny Tapia still is 
one of the best survivors in 
boxing. 

Tapia, who overcame drug 
problems to rise to a world 
championship, shook off a cut 
over his left eye and an injured 
right hand Friday night to score 
a unanimous decision over 
Rodolfo Blanco of Colombia. 

Tapia (43-0-2, 24 KOs) re­
tained both the WBO and IBF 
titles with the victory on his 
31st birthday. 

A head butt opened the cut 
over the left eye two minutes 
into the fight, and Tapia said 
he injured his hand in the sec­
ond round. The cut sent blood 
trickling into Tapia 's left eye 
and down his face during the 
fight, and the injured hand 
eliminated any chance of him 
stopping the durable Blanco. 

"Once I was cut, it affected 
by vision. I couldn't see very 
well," Tapia said. "I fought a 
warrior and I only had one 
hand." 

Tapia was well ahead on all 
three judges' cards. Two of 
them had him winning 120-
107, and the third scored it 
119-108. 

Blanco(28- I I-I, 17 KOs), a 
former IBF flyweight title-

holder, didn't dispute the out­
come, but felt the fight was closer. 

"I've got no excuses," Blanco 
said. "I wasn't robbed, but 120 to 
107, that's not close. I had a hell 
of fight." 

It was Tapia's 13th defense of 
the WBO title he won by stopping 
Henry Martinez on Oct. 24, }994, 
and his second defense of the IBF 
title he took from Danny Romero 
with a unanimous decision in Las 
Vegas last summer. 

It also was Tapia' s 23rd straight 
win since his return to the ring in 
1994 from a suspension of more 
than three years for cocaine use. 
Tapia was suspended in 1991 af­
ter repeatedly testing positive for 
cocaine. 

Fighting in his hometown be­
fore a crowd qf 13,220- largest 
ever to see a fight in New Mexico 
- Tapia at times displayed as 
much showmanship as power. 
Several times he patted Bianco's 
head at the end of a round, and at 
the end of the 11th kissed the top 
of the Colombian' s head. 

"I wanted to give my people a 
good show, even if I bled," said 
Tapia, who grew up in one of 
Albuquerque's poorest sections. 
"I've overcome a lot of obstacle 
courses." 

Earlier, WBA junior middle­
weight · champion Laurent 
Boudouani of France retained his 
title with a majority decision draw 

··-~····ij~j!;R.~~ij~~~~~j~ij~,~~.···· 
... P~G~Y~~(.@lfgJ~i}~ifilpt\~ ~~pnfQ!iilllcig# 
·····~~tit-i1mt1~~~m:~ttf1Ule··. 

\·•.•~fo~~i#fo.iv~l6#iji,#ii,zrnfh~~*r~llie)l;:r••.···•.•• ) 
.·.i }he WBJ\.aj~ (lorldµct¢d•drug:~~Qry. ~~p~~.ih¢past.tWo 
. months, Meridozas~r@ $eresults\V~negaii.vf;/ •·· ... • ...•.... •·•······ Whitakerlws nw.intainedlledld not use cocaine. He iestified at.Monday's 
WBA on the suspension, and was accompanied by his lawyer, 

Pacific . .. 
Continued from page 24 

Diego Masga with'22 points and 
Garry with 16 points. 

In the second game of the 
evening, Hi-Five defeated the 
Kontrarios, 110-74. 

Roy Matagolai of the Hi-Five 
made a big impression on his team 
when he scored 13 points in the 
first half and 20 points in the 
second ha If. 

He was helped by another lead­
ing scorer Eric Atalig with 27 
points. Rick Sanchez and George 
Musga each scored 12 points, 
helping their team to a victory. 

Leading scorer for the 
Kontrarios, Oscar Masga made 
23 points, while Joe Camacho 
contributed 19 points with John 
Salas scoring 14 points. 

Wheels ... 
Continued from page 24 

Guard Ed Palma came in sec­
ond contributing 19 points. Manny 
Ojeda, also playing guard con­
tributed 17 points for the victory. 

Ladrones' leading scorer Di­
ego Masga contributed 24 points 
and Hany Blanco with 22 points. 
Ray Basa also contributed 13 
points for their team. 

against G_uillermo Jones of 
Panama. 

Boudouani (35-2-1, 31 KOs) 
dominated the middle rounds with 
a potent right hand and a relent­
less left jab, but Jones rallied late, 
winning four of the final six 
rnunds. 

Two of the judges called it a 
draw and the third favored Jones. 

Jones (22-1-1) did most of his 

scoring with a left jab, but each 
time he tried to slug it out with 
Boudouani, the Frenchman 
seemed to get the better of it. 

Both fighters felt they had won. 
"I was the one attacking and he 

was the one running away," Jones 
said. 

"Jones was punching, but they 
were weak," Boudouani suid. In 
the undercard, Will Grigsby ( 11-

I, 6 KOs) of St. Paul, Minn., 
kept his U.S. Boxing Associa­
tion flyweight title with a 
unanimous decision over 
Javier Cintron l 0-5,8 KOs)of 
Puerto Rico. 

Former WBA junior fly­
weightchampion Carlos Murillo 
(39-5) of Panama won a split 
decision over Nelson Dieppa ( 12-
1- 1) of Puerto Rico. 

Patrick English, left, lawyer for Pernell Whitaker, right, is shown at a World Boxing Association (WBA) 
hearing for alleged cocaine use in Caracas Monday. Whitakers suspension was lifted Monday after the· 
WBA ruled that the test was invalid, clearing the way for the welterweight's April 25 bout with Ike Quartey. 

Pasana ... 
Continued from page 24 

Richardson. 
Lucita Pasana narrowly took 

the 1998 Coconut Classic 
Women's title with a 7-6, 6-3 win 
over 14-year-old junior sensation 
Momoko Kobayashi, the #2 
seeded. Pasana advanced to the 
final with a win over top seeded 
Arisa Sakai to set up the final 
confrontation. 

In the men 'sdivision the expected: 
classic watch between Jeff Race and 
Peter Sinclair failed to materialize as 
Race was overcome by flu, thereby 
defaulting both the Men's and Mixed 
Doubles finals. 

A day earlier the stage had been 
set between two of the island's 
players as they downed hard hit­
ting but less experienced rivals. 
Sinclair beat JJ Richardson 6-1, 
6-0 while Race defeated Cho 
Chang Hyun 6-1, 6-1 in the semi­
finals. 

In the junior action Mae Suzuki 
took the Girl's Division crown 
with a win over Hannah Borja. 
Meanwhile, Aster Umali tri­
umphed over Gerald Boyer to 
sweep the boy's division. 

Veteran Franz Reksid scored a 
win, taking the Men's Over 40 
division with a string of four vic­
tories, with Patrick Bryan nar­
rowly taking second place in the 
field. 

Ed Johnson's (61) and Alex 
Lee's ( 14) string of victories car­
ried them to the title in the Mixed 
Up Doubles. Johnson and Lee beat 
the #2 seeded team of Franz 
Reksid (59) and Ramsey Lemaich 
(9) 6-2, 6-2 to set up a meeting 

with top seeds Race and 
Kobayashi, who dispatched 
Ayano Fujimoto and Eun Sung 
Jang 6-1 , 6- I. 

Johnson and Lee took the final by 
default when Race was unable to 
play. 

All winners and finalists re-

Roots . . . 
Continued from page 24 

game. 
Game Two 

MGD Starters defeated I Luv U 
Man, 15-5.Thegamewasshutoff 
in the fifth inning when the ten­
run-rule was in effect. I Luv U 
Man's third baseman Jojo Attao 
was 2 for 3 with one homerun, 
one triple and five rbis. Winning 
pitcher was Dave Yanneris. 

Game Three 
Third game was another shutoff 

when 7-Updefcated the Bad Boyz 
19-9. 

Joe Camacho was perfect 3 for 
3 with one double, one homerun 

Lizama ... 
Continued from page 24 

pant Maggie San Nicolas took 
third place with a total of 15 
pounds of fish that she caught. 

In the Most Variety Fish cat­
egory a fisherman from Tinian 
Henry Mundo took first place with 
a total of 37 fishes that he caught 
and second place went to Joe San 
Nicolas also from Tinian with a 
total of 26 and third place went to 
Maggie San Nicolas with a total 
of 25 fish. 

The fishing derby was spon-

AP 

ceived yellow painted coconuts 
as trophies at the pizza party fol­
lowing the competition . 

The next event is next 
weekend's Filata night tourna­
ment, the first of its kind, which 
will begin Saturday, February 21 
at Coral Ocean Point Resort Club. 

and four rbis. Winning Pitcher is 
Wilson Saimon. 

Game Four 
Pepsi SPEC shut off the La Fa­

milia, 18-3, in game four. 
The SPEC batted a total of five 

home runs. Payton Sakuma batted 
two homeruns and had two rbis. 

Winning Pitcher was Noel 
Ignacio. 

Game Five 
Hit and Run defeated the Scdi 

Kau, 25-11. Ray Semun was 4 for 
5 with one double, one homerun 
and four rbis. James Su back was 
ulso 4 for 5 with two singles, one 
double and one triple with three 
rbis. 

sored by Marianas Visitors Bu­
reau, Tinian 's Mayor Office, Is­
land Cruise Line, Saipan Sunset 
Cruise, J.C. Tenorio Ent. and 
Rudolpho's Pizza. 

Shirowa • • • 
Continued from page 24 

After the men's open and the 
women's open they had a men's 
masters. over 40. 

Hironori Ishihara ofJ a pun came 
in first, second place went to 
Hidctoshi Nitta of Japan. 

-
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A participant negotiates the rough waters off Micro Beach during the 
Micronesian Regatta race last weekend off central Saipan. 

1998 Masters Basketball 

Wheels nip Old Aces 
By Priscilla T. Castro 
Variety News Staff 

THE 30 and over basketball league started last Sunday with four 
teams competing for the first time at the Gilbert Ada Gymnasium. 
Most of the players for this league are veterans. 

The Wheels defeated the Old Aces, 98-76. Veteran player Felix 
Palacios was the leading scorer for the Wheels when he scored 29 
points. 

Another veteran player Tony Sablan helped out Palacios for 
their teams' victory. 

Sablan scored 27 points for the victory. 
Leading scorers for the Old Aces were Tony Rogolifoi and 

Tony Barcinas who both contributed 18 points a-piece. 
Elias Rangamar also contributed 16 points and Ben Duenas 

, scored 12 points. 
::· The Rainbows defeated the Ladrones, 94-63, in game two of 

!
2 the leag~e. Playing cent~r for the ~ainbo. ws, Noel Remolano was f 
· .. ·· the leadmg scorer shootmg 26 pomts. f

1 i i c-ontinued on page 23 
. ) --· ------ --· ·-·---·---··--- - ··-··-------·---··- -~----~--------~~·-·---.----

Pacific Trading Lite win 
over Spoilers in BANMI 

By Priscilla T. Castro 
Variety News Staff 

PACIFIC Trading Lite 
outscoopcd the Spoilers, 112-
58, during the basketball game 
last Friday night at the Gilbert 
Ada Gymnasium. 

Peter Camacho of the Lite 
was the leading scorer contrib­
uting 41 points. 

In the first half of the game 
Camacho shot 20 points and in 
the second half, 21 points. In 

the second half he even made 
five sharpshooting three-point­
ers. 

Jerry Ayuyu, also a softball 
player, was the second leading 
scorer when he contributed 24 
points to lead the Lite to a vic­
tory. 

Junior Renguul with 19 points, 
was the Lite 's third highest 
scorer. 

Spoilers' leading scorers were 

Continued on page 23 
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17th Micronesian Windsurfing 

Shirowa, Tosa 
e gatta 

By Priscilla T. Castro 
Variety News Staff 

NORIYUKI Shirowa ruled the 
Men's Open during the 17th An­
nual Micronesian Windsurfing 
Regatta held over.the weekend. 

Shirowa defended his title he 
earned last year. 

This is the 10th year that 
Shirowa came to Saipan to par­
ticipate in the windsurfing regatta. 

He is one of the top profession-

als from Japan who come here to 
participate in the race. 

He usually comes here early to 
practice with the local windsurfers 
before the race starts. 

Kinichi Kodama came in sec­
ond while Akihiko Yamada 
placed third in the men's open. 

Bob Taguchi, a Saipan racer, 
placed 11th the best among the 
Saipan racers. 

The rest of the racers came 

Lizama hauls biggest 
c~tch in Tinian derby 

By Priscilla T. Castro Henry Mundo of Tinian took 
Variety News Staff first place with a total of 36.8 

MIKE Lizama caught the big- pounds, Mundo won a trophy, 
gest fish which weighed 34 $150.00 gift certificate from 
pounds during the 16th Annual Fishing Tackle, Sunset Dinner 
Tinian Cliff Fishing Derby that Cruise; Cap, drink cooler and a 
started last Friday. and encjed t-shirt. · 
Sunday morning. · . Second place, also a Tinian 

Second place .Gene Sahl.an fisherman, Ed Quichocho, 
fr<?,ti\Saipan caught of l f pound .·. caught a to.ta! of 20. ?pounds of 

• I>ogTqpth;_:: ... ·.,,- :,:'. .... ·.·· .· .. , .fo;h/The.only female partici-
' \ i:n i:¥1e· orofal we1ghf cat~gi:?ry · · '· · .: ·:·:/ Cci~tinu,~cfon: page 2"3, ' 

Pasana wins Women's title 
By Priscilla T. Castro 
Variety News Staff 

CNMI'S first tennis event of 1998, 
the Coconut Classic, was a suc­
cess as each player was able to 
play at least four matches in the 
competition. 

According to tournament co­
director JJ Richardson, the tour­
nament featured for the first time 

the use in the CNMI of the new 
"compass" draw being promoted 
by the International Tennis Fed­
eration. 

"The ITF is encouraging all 
national associations to use the 
new format, which increases par­
ticipation and fun. Everyone 
thought it was great!" said 

Continued on page 23 

from Guam and Hawr,ii. 
In the women's open, Yoko 

Tosa of Japan, came in first. This 
is Tosa's first time to come to 
Saipan and compete in the 
Micronesian Windsurfing Re­
gatta. 

Yoshie Isinoda, last year's 
champ, came in fifth because of 
her windsurf had problems. 

Second place went to Hisako 
Hagihara also of Japan and 
Sachiko Shibazaki also of Japan 
came in third. 

Continued on page 2-3 

By Priscilla T. Castro 
Variety News Staff 

OPENING Game of the Men's 
Night League started off with the 
Camacho Roots defeating the 
Taga Warriors, 14-12. The league 
had stopped the games for two 
weeks because of the Kintetsu 
Buffaloes spring training. 

It was quite a close game with 
only two runners to tie the game, 
but it was not possible. In the 
seventh inning visiting Camacho 
Roots ran in 14 players, while the 
Warriors in the bottom of the sev­
enth needed 4 runs to tie and five 
to win but they were only able to 
score only two runs. Winning 
Pitcher Tony C. Camacho struck 
out five batters during the entire 

Continued on page 23 

Champs. The Saipan Rugby champion team poses for a photo during the True GRIT International Rugby 
Tournament that was held in Guam over the weekend. Pti.oto i:ourtesy of Salpan Rugby 
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