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REMARKS OF U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAII 

1998 STATE CONVENTION 
Sunday, May 24, 1998 

Sheraton Waikiki

Thank you, Norman (Mizuguchi) forthat kind introduction.

Fellow Democrats, ALOHA!

It is a true pleasure to join you this morning as your United States Senator. 
Mahalo nui loa for giving me the honor of serving you; to be your Senator is a 
privilege I cherish. I honor your faith in me, and I look forward to serving the 
people of Hawai'i for many years to come! Recently, I have had queries about 
my future plans. To rest any doubts, in the year 2000,1 will run for my U.S. 
Senate seat and I will be asking your kokua for another term.

We know how difficult it is to serve as Democratic Party Chairperson and 
the voice of the Democrats. I want to thank Marilyn Bomhorst for her service to 
our party. As party chair, she kept us focused on our shared values as 
Democrats, even during times of disagreement. Mahalo nui loa, Marilyn. I also 
want to pay tribute to a person who has been a tradition to the life of our 
Democratic Party. We miss Sister Correa and we ask God’s blessing upon her 
as she recuperates in the hospital.

My fellow Democrats, our focus today and in the coming months rests on 
the 1998 elections and on the rallying of Democrats, their families and friends in a 
new and unified effort to meet the dire needs of Hawai'i and our great country. 
We are only months away from a truly critical election; one that could leave a 
major mark on the political history and the Democratic Party here in Hawai'i. I 
clearly remember another crucial election...a very personally crucial election. It 
was my election to the United States Senate in 1990. That was a remarkable feat 
you all achieved on my behalf, and I will be forever grateful. We have another 
very crucial election in 1998. I am confident and I believe that our party has the 
heart and strength to meet this challenge as Democrats.

Have you asked yourselves why you are Democrats? Why you have spent 
your lives carrying out the mission of the Democratic Party? We are Democrats 
because we believe in leaders and a government that cares for all of its people. 
As Democrats, we share a common vision for our country, Hawai'i and all
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Democrats because we believe in leaders and a government that cares for aJLof 
its people. As Democrats, we share a common vision for our country, Hawai'i 
and all Americans. That vision is to give ALL Americans the chance to pursue 
their dreams and approach their God-given potential; to maintain the world’s 
strongest force for peace and freedom; to come together as one America around 
our enduring values — of opportunity to every American; responsibility from 
every American; and reawakening the great sense of American community. 
These are the values that will guide our Democratic Party into the future. Our 
Party and its strong national leadership have already moved our nation forward 
toward a stronger economy, lower deficits, smaller government, better 
education, cleaner environment, healthier families, safer streets, more 
opportunity in America, more responsibility in our homes and more peace in the 
world. When we work together as Democrats — in our homes, schools, 
churches, businesses, unions, and communities — we can meet any challenge 
and fulfill the promise that is America.

In the last half of this century, the American people have embraced 
Democratic ideals, Democratic principles, and Democratic solutions to respond 
to challenges foreign and domestic through their Democratic leaders.

To lift our nation from the Depression, President Roosevelt’s Social 
Security Act and New Deal legislation restored hope to the American people and 
gave economic life to the concept of government as compassionate and caring 
for the common good. •

On this foundation, a succession of Democratic Presidents and 
Congresses enacted the Marshall Plan, the G.l. Bill, landmark civil rights 
legislation, fair housing programs, education and anti-poverty initiatives, and 
Medicare: to name a few of the landmarks in an historical record reflecting our 
party’s efforts to provide all Americans the opportunity to realize their dreams 
and full potential.

In Hawai'i, Jack Burns and other founding fathers and mothers of the 
Hawai'i Democratic Party shaped a strong Democratic coalition; welcoming 
indeed, embracing all who shared a vision of hope for the future of these islands. 
Leading the drive for statehood, these men and women — who today loom as 
giants in our minds and hearts — broke down the barriers in our community 
which denied them entry to the corridors of power and a voice in politics.
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War veterans, laborers, young and old, from every race and ethnic group 
— all came together to build our party. Many had tasted life’s bitter along with 
the sweet; experienced prejudice and discrimination; and made sacrifices in the 
service to the patriots’ vision of life, liberty and justice for all.

For many at that time, the promise of American democracy was a distant 
dream, aspirations restrained by racism and poverty.

We can never forget the valor and bravery of Hawai'i’s brave men who 
served in World War II and in the European and Pacific Theaters, particularly the 
young Japanese Americans who fought with the 100 th Infantry Battalion and 
442nd Combat Team. They performed extraordinary deeds in defense of a 
nation that relocated and interned some of their family and friends solely on the 
basis of their ancestry. Returning home, they found many doors remained 
closed to them.

But they found a home in the Democratic Party, along with pine and sugar 
workers, teachers, longshoremen, state and municipal employees — the 
working men and women of Hawai'i. Through unity they found strength, and 
working together, they brought a shared vision of opportunity to life and earned 
the trust of Hawai'i’s people.

Encouraged by the sacrifice of proud Democrats who worked tirelessly to 
give voice to all Hawai'i’s people, we carry on their mission, committed to 
building a better Hawai'i and a greater America for our children and future 
generations. We gather together knowing that no test is too great, no goal 
beyond our grasp, if we work together in unity and harmony. We must set aside 
our personal differences and focus our energies on the task at hand...and that is 
to give our full and undivided support to reelect Ben Cayetano, whom I endorse 
for Governor, and our Democratic team who will continue to set the example for 
the rest of the country about what it really means to PUT PEOPLE FIRST!

We are part of an extended statewide ohana who share a vision of hope 
for all of Hawai'i’s people. We can be proud that our party has always been a 
voice and vehicle for equality and fairness in our communities, our state, and our 
nation. We are proud of our party’s role as a positive force for progress and 
shared prosperity.

As Democrats, we have never taken the easy path or ducked a challenge, 
because we realize that opportunity can come from adversity if we work for the
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common good. As President Kennedy said, “To govern is to choose.”

Strong leadership is needed to strengthen our economy and build hope for 
each and every citizen. The Democratic Party, the Party of the People, remains 
the party of hope and opportunity, and the true voice for change.

Campaigning this summer and fall around the state, on every island, in 
our communities, we will find inspiration in our party’s core principles and proud 
legacy as the grassroots voice of Hawai'i’s people.

Ensuring quality education and economic opportunity, affordable health 
care, and safe and clean air, water, and oceans remain our priorities for action. 
At the same time, we must demand greater responsibility from individuals, 
businesses, and government and look to community-based solutions.

We must remind the public of our party’s ideals and what the pursuit and 
exercise of these fundamental principles have meant for our country and our 
dear Hawai'i over the course of this century.

We must remind them what building on these principles and values means 
to the future of their children and grandchildren.

We must remind them that our Democratic candidates are the men and 
women who will fight the good fight to build a better Hawai'i.-

And finally, we must remind them that the system cannot work if the 
grassroots do not participate.

As we prepare for the challenges ahead, our commitment to working 
families and the concerns of our communities is unshakable; our mission as the 
Party of the People is clearly defined.

We are family; we are Ohana. May this convention bring our Democratic 
ohana together as proud Democrats united to make a difference and united to 
improve the lives of Hawai'i’s people. We know too well the truth of united we 
stand and when divided, we fall. Let us not bask in our traditional and 
successful achievements of the Democratic Party; instead, let us strive to build 
and unite our Party because we care. Let us stand together and win this 
election!
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And now my fellow Democrats, it gives me great pleasure to introduce a 
good friend and a valuable member of Congress, our Congresswoman, Patsy T. 
Mink.

Patsy Mink has served the people of Hawai'i and our country with 
distinction for over 40 years. Starting in the territorial House and Senate, on the 
Honolulu City Council, as assistant Secretary of State, and for 10 terms in 
Congress, Patsy has brought passion, insight, and an articulate voice to political 
debate on local, state and national issues.

A champion of civil rights for women, minorities, the elderly, and the 
disabled, Patsy is a leader in advancing Democratic proposals on education, 
child care, pay equity, minimum wage, and job training. As the Ranking 
Democrat on the Education and the Workforce Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, she has played a key role in protecting the rights of workers to 
organize in partisan investigations conducted by the Majority members of this 
subcommittee,

Driven by a keen sense of justice, Patsy personifies the principles and 
values we hold dear as Democrats. She is a true public servant, committed to 
fulfilling the promise of America, respecting the rights and dignity of all men and 
women.

I am honored to work with her and to call her a friend. My fellow 
Democrats, join me in welcoming our Congresswoman, Patsy T. Mink!

###
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