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IN THE HIGH COURT OE_AMERICAN SAMOA
HIGCH COURT OF

LAND AND TITLES DIVISIGNp\E:ZICZAMN SAMOA

INTHE MATTER OF THE )

) /‘gAA &% 8
|2¢V._CANAMe=.
REGISTRATION OF THE MATATI ?VET?'NO. 1265-
)i : :
TITLE : "FAUMUINA' IN THE ) FINDINGS OF FACT
) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW,

VILLAGE OF ALOFAU, AMERICAN SAMOA ) AND JUDGMENT
)

In accord with Revised Code of American Samoa,
§6.0106, this Court is called upon to resolve a dispute
over succession to the matai title 'Faumuina."

Molitau Faumuina (Molitau) filed a claim to the
"Faumuina' title which the Territorial Registrar on
January 18, 1972. Notice was properly posted between‘
January 21 and March 21 of that year. ' Fainuulelei S. Utu
(Utu) and A.P. Lutali (Lutali) registered objections and

ifiled counter-claims to the title.avith the Territorial
Registrar on March 7 and 17, reséectively. The Territorial
Registrar, after finding all documents to be in proper
form aha in compliance with §§6.0101 et seq, submitted
the dispute to us for disposition. Questionaires in
compliancé with Rules of Practice 9 were submitted by all
parties prior Eo)trial. s

The original bench assigned to the trial of this

matter was challenged by Utu and Molitau on the grounds
of possible influence through family and professional ties
with the parties. That bench stepped down. The Chief

Justice then collected a pool of all the names of the
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