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IN THE HIGH COURT OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
3 LuIirsh! COURT OF Nee a7 A 

LAND AND TITLES DIVISIONAMEZICAM SAMOA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ) FEL ED 

ye Sha 4 | hee SENSE DN MM, OT 

REGISTRATION OF THE MATAT PY EES Noo 1265~ 
ye Oe 

TITLE: "FAUMUINA" IN THE ) FINDINGS OF ‘FACT, 
) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, . 

VILLAGE OF ALOFAU, AMERICAN SAMOA ) AND JUDGMENT 
) 

In accord with Revised Code of American Samoa, 

§6.0106, this Court is called upon to resolve a dispute 

over succession to the matai title 'Faumuina.!'' 

Molitau Faumuina (Molitau) filed a claim to the 

"Faumuina' title which the Territorial Registrar on 

January 18, 1972. Notice was properly posted between 

January 21 and March 21 of that year. Fainuulelei S. Utu 

(Utu) and A.P. Lutali (Lutali) registered objections and 

“fibed counter-claims. CO the tLele-with the Territorial 

Registrar on March 7 and 17, respectively. The Territorial 

Registrar, after finding all documents to be in proper 

form oa in compliance with §§6.0101 et seq, submitted 

the dispute to us for disposition. Questionaires in 

fonplicnce with Rules of Practice 9 were submitted by all 

pareres, prior, to.trial. 

The original bench assigned to the trial of this 

matter was challenged by Utu and Molitau on the grounds 

of possible influence through family and professional ties 

with the parties. That bench stepped down. The Chief 

Justice then collected a pool of all the names of the 
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permanent, temporary, and retired associate judges, and. 

submitted those names to the parties for selection 

through a system of premptory chal lenses We are ne 

survivors of that selection process and assigned to the 

bench in this matter. We presided at rial without 

objection. peered . 

The matter came before us for trial on May 1, 1973, 

and, - 

We find, conclude, and adjudge as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Each party averred the degree of his hereditary right 

to the title under oath in his respective questionaire. 

As no contrary evidence was proferred, we deem the follow- 

ing to be conclusive: 

Ls Molitau 1/2 

Utu : 1/128 

Lutala L/128 

2. After a careful sifting of the evidence, much 

of which is inconsistent and contradictory, we 

are unable to flush out the number of clans 

customary to the Faumuina Family (hereinafter 

referred as "Family '"). Each party contends 

the family to be comprised of a di ererenc num- 

ber of clans 1/; yet no party established support 

1/ Molitau claimed the existence of only one clan, Tuita rs 
Utu claimed two, Leulua'iali'i and Tosimatagi; and Lutali 
claimed three, Lauvao Toomalatai, Faumuina Moasilj,, 
Faumuina Leituvaa. Bed 
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