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Dear Mr. President:

I am informed that that patriot in California, Governor 

Olson, is hatching up a new project which I fear will make trouble 

with the Japanese.

As you know, the Army has been conducting the evacuation 

of these Japanese through a series of temporary assembly camps where 

they are first assembled and held until they can be located in the 

relocation centers farther in towards the center of the country.

The assembly camps are in California at various places. In the 

beginning of this agitation the Californians were hell-bent for rushing 

these unfortunate Japanese out of the State anywhere provided it was 

not California, and the Army had considerable difficulty in seeing that 

great injury and injustice was not done under pressure of that feeling. 

Now Governor Olson has discovered that the harvesting season is coming 

for some of the Californian fruits and that it may be profitable for 

Californians to keep these Japanese huddled up in those assembly camps 

to be used cheaply on this harvesting.

These assembly camps are merely improvised structures where

there is considerable danger of overcrowding and epidemics.  I do not

think that he should be allowed to blow first hot and then cold without

any reference to the safety or welfare of these unfortunate people or the 
permanent settlement of a great national problem.
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I suggest therefore that you keep this situation in

mind in case the Governor approaches you on the subject. I think 

we should go on with our permanent relocation of the evacuees.

Faithfully yours,

Henry L. Stimson 

Secretary of War.

The President, 
The White House.
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