
March 6, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1

Attention: Lieutenant Colonel  N. S. Gibson.

Reference is made to memorandum of March 1, 1943, from 
this office in connection with MR 1-8, Changes No. 19, dated 
February 12, 1943, and particularly to that part which 
states that, "Japanese, except nationals of subject countries 
of the Japanese Empire, will not he accepted."

There is transmitted for your information, an extract 
from a letter recently received from Colonel Erle M. Wilson 
who is on duty at the present time in the Office of the 
Director, War Relocation Authority. Colonel Wilson is 
now on an inspection trip to several of the War Relocation 
Centers, and the facts expressed in his letter were obtained 
from the Central Utah Relocation Center.

Signed

JOSEPH D. HUGHES 
First Lieutenant, CMP

Assistant Executive, Acting

Enc. ltr 2-28-43 to D.S. Myer fm Col. E. M. Wilson.

Cy sent to Lt. Pierce.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

MAR 5 1943

Colonel William P. Scobey
General Staff Executive
Office of Assistant Secretary of War 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel Scobey:

For your information I am attaching a copy of a 
letter dated February 28 from Colonel Wilson, concerning 
his visit to the Central Utah Relocation Center.

Enclosure

i
Sincerely,

Director



Feb. 28, 1943

Dear Chief:

Yesterday I was with Ernst all day on the way down to the project 
and at the project and this morning I spent with the Assistant Director 
Hughes and Lt. Nail. Yesterday afternoon I talked with Lt. Tracey who is
in charge of the Registration Team. Tracey was very complimentary and
appreciative of the cooperation given him and the team by everyone at the
project.

On first blush all of us were rather disappointed at the low 
number of volunteers that, resulted but as you well know the Issei and 
Kibei did everything known to man to prevail upon the youngsters not 
to volunteer. In some cases mothers threatened to commit suicide and 
parents disowned their sons.

The answers to the questions 27 and 28 were undoubtedly affected 
by this influence. In our conversation the ”noes” were estimated to run 
between 45 and 50%.  While this is only an estimate and most disappointing 
it is a good thing to know it and shows to what extent the rotten apples 
have been working on the barrel.

I was pretty low over the volunteer figures until it occurred to 
me to work out this proportion -

55:7500::130000000: X

The answer will be almost 1,000,000 men. At no time in our 
history was this country, by the volunteer system, ever able to raise 
an army of 1,000,000 men. We have always been forced to use the 
’’draft" or the sugar coated simile "selective service" to raise any 
sized force.

Selective Service, rather than volunteering, would have fitted 
in much better with their Japanese training and would have given the 
youngsters a face-saving out with their parents, for it would have been 
the countries decision and not the youngsters. As it was they were faced 
with the decision to volunteer at the expense in many cases of breaking 
up the home ties. Some of these youngsters have gone through Hell.

I believe this registration should be followed immediately by 
the draft for making up any deficits in getting the required numbers 
through volunteers. I am not so certain I would not advocate the drafting 
additional units if the Japanese were still below their quota. It will be 
interesting to get Embree’s analysis of the figures.

There has been great improvement in the project since our visit 
in October and my estimate of Ernst has gone way up as a result of this 
trip. I am glad that you included this center in my itinerary. Will 
leave for Minidoka tonight at 11:15. So far the trip has been easy and 
I am feeling fine.

Best personal regards.
Sincerely,

 /s/ Wilson
P.S. No objection to showing this to Colonel Scobey, whom I feel may be 

interested.



March 1, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1:
RM. 3 13 913

Attention: Lieutenant Colonel E. S. Gibson

Reference Is made to MR 1-7, Changes No. 19, dated Feburary 
12, 1948, and particularly to Paragraph 6.5 a. (2) (b) 1. 

which states that, "Japanese, except nationals of subject 
countries of the Japanese Empire, rill not be accepted." This 
decision was reaffirmed by the Secretary of War in his letter 
of June 17, 1948, to the Director, Selective Service System.

In view of the present attitude with respect to persons of 
Japanese ancestry as evidenced by the President's letter of 
February 1, 1943, the Secretary of bar's announcement of Janu­
ary 28, 1943, and particularly the directive of January 20, 1943, 
Subject) Loyalty investigations of American Citizens of Japanese 
Ancestry In War Relocation Centers (AO 291.2 (1-19-43) 0B-S-F), 
would it not be well to revise MR 1-7 to that lt will conform to 
present policy? The Army teens which were sent to the relocation 
center have, with one exception, strongly recommended that 
Selective Service be reinstituted with respect to the Japanese.
It is understood that Selective Service System also favors the 
program.

The Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2 (Major 
John Lansdale, MlS) is presently considering a related question 
involving the induction of enemy allene. It is requested that 
your recommendation be submitted to that office for concurrence.

WlLLIAM P. SCOBEY 
Colonel, General Staff

Executive
Brig.Gen. M. G. White
Room 3-3 929 Pentagon
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MR 1-
C 19

RECEPTION OF SELECTIVE SERVICE MEN
Changes I WAR DEPARTMENT,

No 19  Washington, February 12, 1942.
MR 1-7, October 1, 1940, Is changed as follows :
6.5- Standards for acceptance of registrants for induction in the Army.

(Added by C 2, Nov. 13, 1940.)

e. (Added) Aliens.—(1) General.—Allens are classified for the purpose of 
determination of acceptability for training and service in the Army in the follow­
ing categories:

(a) Cobeiligerent
(b) Neutral.
(c) Enemy or allied with enemy.

The classifications of declarant or nondeclarant aliens are immaterial for the 
purpose of such determination.

(2) Acceptability for induction.
(а) Cobeiligerent and certain neutral aliens.—Cobeiligerent and neutral 

aliens, other than those which from time to time may be specified by 
the War Department as requiring investigation by the Army, presented 
for Army physical examination and later induction into the Army by 
the selective service system are acceptable If otherwise qualified.

(б) Enemy aliens and other aliens specified by the War Department as 
requiring investigation by the Army.
1. Japanese, except nationals of subject countries of the Japanese

Empire, will not be accepted.
2. No enemy alien or subject of a country allied with the enemy will be

accepted if he objects in writing to service in the Army. The 
Report of Induction (W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 221 or form that 
may, in the future, be substituted therefor) of each of the aliens 
of this category will include the following statement signed by the 
Individual: “I do not object to training and service in the United 
States Army.”

(3) Procedure to determine acceptability.—Enemy aliens or subjects of coun­
tries allied with the enemy who do not object in writing to service in the Army, 
or others specified by the War Department as requiring Investigation prior to 
induction are eligible for induction under the following procedure:

(u) Prior to submitting such alien to local board physical examination for 
ascertainment of disqualifying defects, the name and address of such 
alien, together with all available data concerning him and recommenda­
tion as to his acceptance for Army service, will be forwarded by the 
local board through the State Director of Selective Service to the 
appropriate corps area commander.

(6) The corps area commander will, after full investigation made with the 
assistance of interested Federal agencies and consideration of all evi­
dence in the case, inform the State Director whether or not the indi­
vidual will be accepted for Army service, provided he is otherwise 
qualified. Upon receipt of this information, the State Director will 
take appropriate action either to present the individual for Army 
physical examination and induction or to cause his reclassification.
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MR 1-7 
C 19 RECEPTION OF SELECTIVE SERVICE MEN

(c) A request for reconsideration of the corps area commander’s decision 
as to acceptability submitted by the selective service system will be 
forwarded by the cirps area commander to the War Department for 
final decision.

[A. O. 014.311 (l-ie-42).] 

lOd. Hospitalization.

(2) (Added by C. 7, March 10, 1941.) Hospitalization for a period not to 
exceed 3 days for men whose physical fitness for military service cannot be 
determined without hospital study is authorized. Army or other Govern­
ment hospitals will be used for this purpose where practicable. When Army 
or other Government hospitals are not available, the use of civilian hospitals 
is authorized. Care will be exercised that individuals are not hospitalized 
when their fitness for military service can be determined otherwise. The 
cost of this hospitalization is a proper expenditure chargeable to the Medical 
Department, United States Army.

[A. 0. 381 (1-&-42).]

By order of the Secretary of War :
G. C. MARSHALL,

Chief of Staff.
Official:

E. S. ADAMS,
Major General,

The Adjutant General.



Extract from letter to D. S. Myer from Col. E. M, Wilton, Feb. 28, 1943:

On first blush all of us were rather disappointed at the low 
number of volunteers that resulted but as you veil know the Issei and 
libel did everything known to nan to prevail upon the youngsters not 
to volunteer. In some oases mothers threatened to commit suicide and 
parents disowned their sons.

The answers to the questions 27 and 28 were undoubtedly affected 
by this Influence. In our conversation the "noes" were estimated to run 
between 45 and 50%. While this is only an estimate and most disappointing 
it is a good thing to know lt and shows to what extent the rotten apples 
have been working on the barrel.

I was pretty low over the volunteer figures until it occurred to 
me to work out this proportion -

55;7500::130000000:X

The answer will be almost 1,000,000 men. At no time in our 
history was this country, by the volunteer system, ever able to raise 
an army of 1,000,000 men. We have always been forced to use the 
"draft" or the sugar coated simile "selective service" to raise any 
sized force.

Selective Service, rather than volunteering, would have fitted 
in much better with their Japanese training and would have given the 
youngsters a face-saving out with their parents, for it would have been 
the countries decision and hot the youngsters. As it was they were faced 
with the decision to volunteer at the expense in many cases of breaking 
up the home ties. Some of these youngsters have gone through Hell.

I believe this registration would be followed immediately by 
the draft for making up any deficits in getting the required numbers 
through volunteers. I aa not so certain I would not advocate the drafting 
additional units if the Japanese were still below their quota. It will be 
interesting to get Embree’s analysis of the figures.


