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Deputy High Commissioner 
Speaks on Political Alternatives for Micronesia 

  
Maria P. Marta: Dipaiy High Coinmii etibn ef 
  

Deputy High Commissioner Martin P, 

Mangan gave an hour-long talk on polit- 

ical alternatives for Micronesia to Stan- 

ford Research Institute representatives, 

Trust Territory Headquarters education 

staff, and a group of educators from the 

six districts on June 23, 1967, at the 

Congress of Micronesia chambers, A nunm- 

ber of members of the Congress of Micro- 

nesia were in attendance, 

In his opening remarks Mr. Mangan 

pointed out that political advancement 

and economic development of these islands 

cannot be separated from each other; polit~- 

igal evolution and economic progress must 

move rapidly together, 

The future political status of Micro- 

nesia has become a2 timely issue with the 

Congress of Micronesia’s resolution re- 

questing the High Commissioner to peti- 

tion the President of the United States 

tto establish a commission to study the 

Ss lg political status of Micronesia; 

"status commis- 

sion" already has been introduced in the 

U.S. Congress, and others in different 

form are expected. 

The Deputy High Commissioner said that 

he foresees within 2 to 5 years a plebis- 

cite of some kind likely to offer to 

Micronesians at least three choices, 

These could be: (1) complete independence; 
(2) continuation of the present trustee- 
ship status for a prescribed period be- 

fore calling again for a political deci- 

sion; and (3) some form of permanent af- 
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filiation with the United States. Mr. 

Mangan noted that limiting the third 

choice on the ballot to association with 

the United States was conscionable in 

view of the many expressions by Microne- 
Sians for affiliation with the United 

States, while no sympathy for joining any 

other nation has been evinced, He con- 

tinued that this plebiscite would only 

be held after a reasonable period of 

study and intensive political education, 

If the people of Micronesia do choose 

a permanent association with the United 

States, there are a myriad of precedents 

to contemplate, Mr. Mangan then dis- 

cussed the implications of political 

status as an unorganized, unincorporated 

territory; as an organized, unincorporated 

territory; as an organized, incorporated 

territory; of union with an existing terri- 

tory; of commonwealth status; of admission 

as a state; and of union with an existing 

state, Then, citing article IV, section 

3, clause 2 of the U.S. Constitution, the 
Deputy High Commissioner concluded that 

“the entire history of the United States 
territorial relationship and the Federal 

Government-citizen relationship sustains 

innovation and change in accordance with 

needs, There is no constitutional bar to 

prevent Congress under the existing Con- 

stitution from entering into innovative 

forms of relationships within the Federal 

structure--including a binding relation- 

ship in order to meet the desires of the 

Micronesian people," 
The Congress of Micronesia, he concluded, 

definitely will play a very active role in 

helping the people reach a reasonable level 

of political understanding so that when 

Micronesians finally exercise their right 

of self-determination, whatever decision 

they make shall be an informed and con- 

sidered one, 

Commission Would View 
Political Status of Territory . 
A commission of nine to inquire into the 

future political status of the Trust Terri- 

tory of the Pacific Islands has been pro- 

posed in a joint resolution (H.J.R. 594) 
introduced May 24 by Representative Jo- 

nathan Bingham (D-N.Y.) in the United 
States Congress, Representative Bingham 

is a former president of the United Nations 

Trusteeship Council, 

July 3, 1967 

 



  

Norwood and Kabua Present 

Closing Statements at Trusteeship Council... 

The Trust Territory's participation in 

the 1967 U.N. Trusteeship Council's debates 

ended Thursday, June 15, At that time, 

High Commissioner W.R, Norwood, Special 

Representative on the U.S, Delegation and 

Senator Amata Kabua, Special Adviser, pre- 

sented closing statements, 

Mr, Norwood said that out of the Report 

of the Visiting Mission and the subsequent 

discussion at the Trusteeship Council 

meeting there has emerged a unanimity of 

opinion that no single Territory program 

can stand alone, Health, education, eco- 

nomic development, transportation, comnu- 

nications, political and social develop- 

ment are all components of the total en- 

vironment which must reflect progressive 

total improvement in the months and years 

ahead, 
He went on to outline some of the ad- 

vancements which are planned in these va- 

rious areas, In public health, with the 

selection of a new health director, it is 

expected that there will be more effective 

long range planning and action, New con- 

struction is planned for a large central 

referral and training hospital and for new 

and improved dispensaries and sub-center 

hospital, A reevaluation of the education- 

al system is expected to produce recommend- 

ations for a more realistic balance between 

academic study and vecational training, The 

Territory's 1968 construction program calls 

for the start of a new polytechnic high 

school, 

Mr. Norwood continued that beginning 

with the 1968 fiscal year the Territory 

expects to begin acquiring necessary 

equipment for electric power and a modern 

communications network, The latter, he 

said, not only is essential for adminis- 

trative needs, but will also benefit dis- 

tribution of information for educational 

and political development purposes, 

In transportation, improved air and 

shipping services are expected, Acqui- 

sition of new administrative vessels to 

reduce governmental dependence on trading 

vessels is contemplated. 

In discussing land use, Mr, Norwood 

said that land areas surplus to public 

requirements should be made available for 

private use consistent with the economic 

and social needs of the various comnuni- 

ties, 

Mr, Norwood went on to say that recommend- 

ations of the Nathan Report are being eva- 

luated to identify opportunities for action 

and to set priorities. A summary of the 

Report has been widely distributed in the 

Territory to stimulate discussion and to 

create broad public understanding of what 

must be done to achieve economic develop- 

ment in Micronesia, 

He said that the time has come for 

Micronesians to assume more responsible 

roles in the administrative as well as in 

the legislative branch of the Government, 

  

The ability of the Micronesians to shoulder 

legislative responsibility has already been 

convincingly demonstrated by the Congress 

of Micronesia, Comparable opportunity for 

administrative leadership must now be 

identified and qualified Micronesians should 

be moving into positions of increasing res- 

ponsibility in the executive branch, 

Senator Amata Kabua 

Senator Amata Kabua (Marshall Islands) 
said "We have great confidence that the 

Administering Authority and the High Com- 

missioner will sympathize with our urgent 

need for economic development and for im- 

proved transportation in the Trust Territory, 

and will expedite ways and means to meet 

it, We are sure that they are aware of the 

need of increasing the participation of 

Micronesians in responsible government 

posts and of other essential developments 

which will help the people moving toward 

attainment of self-sufficiency and self- 

reliance, We believe that we should not 

always be a heavy burden on the Adminis- 

tering Authority and must also do cur part 

to help in the advancement of our islands, 

The Congress of Micronesia in its en- 

deavor to work toward attainment of a fu- 

ture political status for Micronesia will 

certainly appreciate receiving pertinent 

aids and information from the Administering 

Authority and the United Nations which will 

prepare the people for their important 

decisions in the future,” 

  

National Geographic 

Rediscovers Micronesia... 
The May issue of the National Geograph- 

ic Magazine featured a 40-page article 

with pictures entitled "Micronesia --The 

Americanization of Eden." Reporter David 

S. Boyer spent several weeks traveling 

throughout the Trust Territory gathering 

information for this story, For infor- 

mation about reprints of the article, write 

the Public Information Office in Saipan, 
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