University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box SP01 Box SP1, Folder 04

Undated: General: Nominations of six
critical members of the administration

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Speeches, Undated, Box SP1, Folder 4
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/71417

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information


https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, c PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING
CHAIRMAN (lanl tzﬂ %tatzg %Knﬂt[ ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE, HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975
CHAIRMAN SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING (808) 541-2542

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 FAX (808) 541-2549
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,

SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION (202) 224-3934

FAX (202) 224-6747 101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205

HILO, HI 96720-4221
(808) 935-0844
(808) 961-5163

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION Statement for the Record
Daniel K. Inouye

Today we are here to consider the nominations of six critical n
Administration. I am pleased to lend my supportive voice to t
confirmed, I am confident that they will perform their new du
professionalism and elegance that they have performed their |
responsibilities.

While each nomination is important, Hawaii is an island state and four of the
nominations today are of vital importance to our island economy and the protection
of our people and our environment. I had the opportunity to meet with Vice
Admiral Robert J. Papp, Jr. and relayed to him that the value of, and contributions
by, the Coast Guard cannot be underestimated. They are our first responders.
They were first on the scene in the Gulf during Katrina and Rita, they have been
invaluable in the recent Haitian relief and rescue effort, and they are always first on
the scene in Hawaii. While I recognize the United States Coast Guard as an equal
member of the military, I am sometimes concerned about the lack of parity between -
the Coast Guard and other branches of our uniformed services. Whether it is the
required retirement age, or the number of four-star Admirals in the ranks, I will
continue to work to ensure that the Coast Guard has an equal seat at the table and
am confident that Vice Admiral Papp will do the same at the helm.

In addition, I am pleased that today we are considering a nomination for a new
position at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The
Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere will be tasked with providing
agency-wide direction with regard to fisheries and ocean and coastal programs
consistent with Administration priorities. That is a large task, but based on the
reports that I have received, I am confident that Dr. Robinson is up to it. Itis
critical to integrate NOAA-wide ocean and coastal conservation and management
objectives, while staying mindful of the overall message that NOAA delivers. That
is a recipe for success.

Another large part of our island economy and welfare is dependent on a healthy
environment. That means for our residents, visitors, wildlife, and creatures of the
sea alike. The Hawaiian monk seal is the most endangered seal in the United
States. Endemic to the Hawaiian archipelago, the Hawaiian monk seal is the only
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