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Today we are here to consider the nominations of six critical members of|th 
Administration. I am pleased to lend my supportive voice to them and, i 
confirmed, I am confident that they will perform their new duties with th 
professionalism and elegance that they have performed their previous 
responsibilities.

While each nomination is important, Hawaii is an island state and four of the 
nominations today are of vital importance to our island economy and the protection 
of our people and our environment. I had the opportunity to meet with Vice 
Admiral Robert J. Papp, Jr. and relayed to him that the value of, and contributions 
by, the Coast Guard cannot be underestimated. They are our first responders. 
They were first on the scene in the Gulf during Katrina and Rita, they have been 
invaluable in the recent Haitian relief and rescue effort, and they are always first on 
the scene in Hawaii. While I recognize the United States Coast Guard as an equal 
member of the military, I am sometimes concerned about the lack of parity between 
the Coast Guard and other branches of our uniformed services. Whether it is the 
required retirement age, or the number of four-star Admirals in the ranks, I will 
continue to work to ensure that the Coast Guard has an equal seat at the table and 
am confident that Vice Admiral Papp will do the same at the helm.

In addition, I am pleased that today we are considering a nomination for a new 
position at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The 
Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere will be tasked with providing 
agency-wide direction with regard to fisheries and ocean and coastal programs 
consistent with Administration priorities. That is a large task, but based on the 
reports that I have received, I am confident that Dr. Robinson is up to it. It is 
critical to integrate NOAA-wide ocean and coastal conservation and management 
objectives, while staying mindful of the overall message that NOAA delivers. That 
is a recipe for success.

Another large part of our island economy and welfare is dependent on a healthy 
environment. That means for our residents, visitors, wildlife, and creatures of the 
sea alike. The Hawaiian monk seal is the most endangered seal in the United 
States. Endemic to the Hawaiian archipelago, the Hawaiian monk seal is the only



endangered marine mammal whose natural range is found entirely within the 
territorial waters of the United States. This species is in crisis: the population is in a 
decline that has lasted 20 years and less than 1100 monk seals remain. The Marine 
Mammal Commission has responsibility for reviewing and evaluating all U.S. laws 
and international agreements relating to marine mammals and then advising the 
Secretary of Commerce about what to do to protect these animals. In a state like 
Hawaii, where we run the risk of having the most well-documented extinction of a 
species, this is no small task and I am pleased to know that Dr. Tillman and Dr. 
Boness are willing and able to take it on.

Finally, the last two nominees for both the National Transportation Safety Board 
and the Amtrak Board of Directors are also critical positions for Hawaii, although 
in a different way. As an island nation we rely on all of our people, goods and 
services coming safely from overseas and getting efficiently distributed throughout 
our state. So, I would like to thank all of the nominees again for their willingness to 
serve in this capacity and I wish you all the best of luck.


