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Telephone conversation between Captain Hall and ddee p*m

February 28, 1944 at 2:00 P .M. -

H:

fire Away. C
Kenneth Alexander, the suspension order hat been signed by the
General this morning. 1 think that you’re working on that case
back there now. it
That"s right.

Probably have some effect on him.

That"s right, 1"m glad to hear that.

<7)

That"s alright. Now the second thing, In regard to tha memorandum of!
General Sommerville, do yon want to have someone to talk with Westem
Defense Command, either tha Chief of Staff or the Commanding General,,
in ragard to that subject. In other words do yon want to ask we to
send over to WDC Headquarters a copy of this memorandum for their
consideration and advise them that someone will call than on such an
approximate data to get the ideas on it or not? \%

Tee that was my idea, of course | didn"t know whether you wars back
with WDC or not. Furthermore since | Had to discuss other questions
with you, also tines it was related to the Japanese situation in
general, 1 took the opportunity of letting you know yesterday, that
that question had eons up and had in alnd that you would probably
wish to refer it to the Western Defense Command and then .

transmit back to me, such c o mets as they night haws. | was very much
interested in determining also whether the natter had cone to the
attention of Western Defense Command or not. Whether their Tiew had
been consulted.

Well, you mean that we had done something on the thing.

Whether the Western Defense C o m B had been consulted on a
proposal reduction, or elimination.

By who, by the Army Service Forces.
That"s right.
Well, 1°ve heard nothing of it.

Well, 1 seat to find that out, because the Commanding General of the (
Western Defense Command has, at | understand iIt, on overwriting
responsibility with respect to affair* in the Western Defense Command
and It occurred to me that Army Service force reduction in military

police vat something that the Commanding General Western Defense Command
should be consulted on.

Yes sir, well 1711 determine that. | never saw it In that light and X

agree with you. 1 thirk for completed staff action before it goes on
upstairs they should haws been some communication and 1111 cheek to find
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If there has been. PapeJ.

Tou gee ITf case to us from General Sommerville and before vs wish

to consider It at all we want to find out how General Emmons felt
about it and whether he had been consulted.

All right sir, we"ll check back. How on the other problem, the third
problem, the reply to the Nisei, we have spent moot of the time since
you gave us that information discussing ht here in CAP. What we"re
doing this morningis preparing a memorandum to Commanding General
Western Defense Command discussing the overall problem of consideration
of Japanese return to the West Coast. Basing it upon the legal
insecurity and suggesting that Nisei and particularly military ex-
service men, honorably discharged ex-service be handled on an individual
basis with consideration given to intelligence checks. In other

words extending the category beyond mixed blood axd mixed marriage. And
start some progress so that iIn case any stooge get In the oourt why the
courts will give consideration to the faot that some effort Is being
made by the military to determine military security and lack of danger
to the military by permitting American citizens regardless of whether
they were in the military service or out of it. Now I realise the

fact that your"are going to have to make some sort of a reply and X
Notice in the paces this morning that Dillon Myer has a very similar
letter to answer.

That is it published in the papers?

Yes.
In the Hearst papers?

Yes, Just a minute, | thought you knew about it. Just a minute.

The Associated Press Dispatch from Washington, February 26th;
Japanese-Americans In the relocation center at Granada, California

have presented eleven demands to the War Relocation Authority including

a plea that they be given freedom to live and travel anywhere la the
Unit ed States.

is that Granada, California or Granada, Colorado. =
Granada, Colorado.

This is an AP or UP dispatch.

AP . And now let"s see.

Announces it?

Dillon Myer. How here®s another one from the call bulletin the
same

Even demands, does it give the eleven.

Yes. This 1is by Erwin Syas, Staff Correspondent, International News,
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Washington, February 26. Stating that demands have been made in a
petition which the WRA chief said will later he sent to President

Roosevelt and Secretary of War, Stimson. Do you want the eleven
demands*

H:

Hs

Sure. I night as well have then.

0.1. One, that equal opportunity for service and advancement in

all branches in the arasd forces and services he oppned and offered
to Japanese-American draftees solely on the haste of individual
merit and qualification. Two, that Japanese-American servicemen

who are called to the colors hereaftsr he co-mingled with citzens
of other racial extractions and not he assigned to segregated

units. Three, that an evacuees right to travel and live wherever
he chooses within any of the forty-eight states and territories of
the United States on the sane basis as any other American citizen or
resident he restored without delay. Pour, that all evacuees he
accorded all the rights and privileges which the constitution gives
then. Five, that any resettlement policy of the evacuees still
remaining in the centers he coupled with adequate government protec-
tion and an economic means to start life anew. Six, that clarifica-
tion he made regarding voting and residenceship status of Japanese-
Americans who become of age in the centers. Seven, that the right
to become naturalized citizens of the United States he extended to
the aliens Japanese. Sight, that pending complete resettlement
relocation centers he preserved and evacuees remaining therein he
accorded treatment befitting loyal Americans and law-abiding residents
and adequate wages hs paid them, according to army standards.

Nine, that immediate and more efforts he made by the Government
towards enlightening the quote, "misinformed™, unquote, American
public with the truth regarding the Japanese In America and that the
factual difference between the people of Japanese extraction who are
loyal citizen and law abiding residents of this country and the
Japanese .people in Japan be clearly presented. Ten, that students
of Japanese ancestry be freely admitted to all the schools on the same
basis which students of any other extraction, Eleven, that the United
States Government establish adequate precautionary measures so that
the quote ' Sad" unquote, experiences of evacuation be never again
repeated either with the Japanese or with any other group because of
race, color or creed. That"s it.

Does it say, who signed it or anytning? It comes from Granada?

Yes

There®s some tough question to answer alright.

Yes they are, not only that but it"s overlapping on this same letter

that you have and it also involves the entire problem. It seems to
that if the news reports are right, if this Erwin S. Sias, Staff Correspondent
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of International News in Washington, has the right dope
from Dillon Myer, that It is on tha way to President Roosevelt and
Secretary of War Stimson, that the entire overall problem, the answer
to that would cover most of the answers on the Nisei letter. You don"t
consider any particular rush on the answer to that letter, d o you?

H:  Well, 1 would like to have It, for this reason that we"ve delayed it
and dngn* dodged it for monetise now. It eminated from Topaz and the
residents of Topaz has been some resentment reinstitution of
"8lective Service, citizens for one purpose but not for another, ate
and the answer is to a certain extent overdue and WRA naturally wants
to go back to them with some answers.

You know what we did when we begin to get pressure on the Individual
exclusion, don"t you? The term of the letter that we wrote to the
people who wrote in, that the oases were under continual review and
as rapidly as conditions permitted why action would be taken

and they would become familiar with it without any further action on
their part.

H: Yes.

Do you suppose a simlliar reply be nade in this case where we do know
that we have these problees facing us now and there anst be sone sort
of clarification of them and a decision nade at (the present tine.
realize in CAD the fact that the courts upheld the evacuation on

account of conditions existing at the time and on account of the fact
we could not determine loyalty. Now what have ve done in the meantime?
Vbat are we doing now to solve the problem and I feel some way or other
I have a feeling that the courts are going to consider that question.

E: Oh, they are eventually, anyway.
Pardon me.
H: They are, eventually at sometime.

yes Sometime along the line they are going to consider that. What have we
done towards determination OF the exclusion on the basis of military
security and as you"ve frequently put the questlemto tie, what is this
seventeen year old girl, what darger is she to the military security,
and some of those cases are going to get in to us and we"re going to
have an awful hard time explaining to a court where the military
danger lies on that individual.

H: Yes. Well, It°s a very difficult problem. 1"m not sure it would be
vise to, well within a relatively short time, do something about it.

I have always felt that a conference say, of the Interested parties,
at {The War Department, the State Department, the Justice Department

\
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and tha Western Defense Command, could tackle this thing before
we get tackled by the court.

Thatl! right.

And thrown for a good loss and hare the whole thing just slapped down
around our ears. That"s the tact that we"re going to take in the
memorandum to the General this morning, is the fact that we should sake
the first hots iIn an atteapt to preserve soae sort of a segressive
return rather than get caught on a weak spot and hare the whole thing
collapsed on ns. And hare to let that back to bat as well as ths good.
Hare the whole progran thrown out. \

That"s right. 1 think you®"re absolutely sound. Bars they nade sone
mention of something in the call bulletin.

Well that was Just a short item covering the same thing.

I see.

The call bulletin was the one that stated that Dillon Myer said

it would later be sent to President Rooserelt end the Secretary of
War Stinson.

As far as those specific questions are concerned, do you think you
could get as sone specific answers?

What do you want, do you want Western Defease Command answers to then?

Why, 1 would Just like tone suggestions, you see WAR Relocation
Authority took the position in the field, if you here any questions

on this reinstitution of Selective Service, why ask him and we"ll

see if we can"t get the answers. And it puts then in a sort of tough
spot, after questions hare been subnitted, no answers are forthcoming.

Well of course, we don"t want to make up some questions here or answers {

here which do not perhaps go along with what General EBEmosmy heve in mind.;
Of course, we"re in a progressive position right new and

on the present policy why the answer is known to most of then as you
realise. answer

That"s right. _

1
And therefore, this memorandum now is going to open up that question and®
we"ll get a definite

Of course what 1 want for these questions 1is something that can go out
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say today or tomorrow. Which will to satisfactory to tho-—-——-

for the purposes to t road to the evacuees. It shouldn™t t a

slap in the face, it should perhaps giro & certain amount of
encouragement tout it should not commit us beyond what we can Ffulfill.

Wouldn®t you think that a reply today or tomorrow to that letter
stating tha fact that the thing is under consideration.

Well, you see I"m not talking atoout these eleven questions. I™m
talking atoout those questions that hare come out of Topat.

T he N i sei questions. Well, that"s what 1 have, that's
what 1 had reference to. Because we don"t have an encouraging
answer now. And 1°m preparing this memorandum to get a statement
from the General, if you want to wait until we get his reply to that.

We"re faced with giving answers to those questions. [1"ve forgotten
what they are right now specifically.

Well, I have them. Bo you want us to submit those questions to the
General for hie comments now before this memorandum?

Perhaps it would toe better to submit them with the memorandum or
something like that. Or right after the memorandum;

Well, the memorandum ia going to mswer tha queatloma. 1 think
that tha General feels like when tome specific question on the
dungs of policy comes up, that ha would prefer that you or Mr.
McCloy woulld oall him and talk with him directly on the thing.
Because it ie hie personal responsibility.

0.X.

So, what do you want ua to do on it? Do you want us to submit tha
questions to him.

So, | was just,— why don"t you give me some suggestions as to answers,
My suggestion on that would te to tell them that the thing is under
consideration now and that they will te advised later. Became that
is the actual status of the thing. We are considering It right now.
We*ll do it that way unless you hear from me.

OX.
Bye.



