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Aten Wins Truk Gubernatorial Race

Truk Governor-Elect Erhart Aten

Truk District Deputy District Administrator Erhart
Aten has won the run-off election held in Truk District on
August 30. The completed but still unofficial election
returns received on Saipan on September 12 show that
Aten received 8,421 votes while his opponent, Truk
District Legislature Speaker Koichi Sana, tallied 7,113
votes.

Aten will be inaugurated as the first elected governor
of Truk District on September 26. The Truk District
Charter requires that the inauguration takes place on
September 12. But because of the delay in counting, the
inauguration was delayed for two weeks.

Congressman Hans Wiliander and the 28 members of
the Truk District Legislature will also be sworn in on that
day. Wiliander won the three-way race for Lieutenant
Governor in the first election on August 8.

In the August 8th election, for governor, Aten tallied
6,719; Sana got 6,104; and District Judge Soukichi Fritz
received 2,941 votes. None of the three got the required
45% of the votes to be declared a winner as provided by
the Truk District Charter. So the August 30th run-off
election was called.

In the Lieutenant Governor race on August 8,
Congressman Wiliander was the winner, getting 7,525 or
49% of the votes; Trust Territory Deputy Director of
Health Services Dr. Ngas Kansou 4,282; and Truk District
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Truk Lieutenant Governor-Elect Hans Wiliander

Director of Education Chutomu Nimwes 3,641 votes.

Twenty eight legislators were elected on August 8 to
the Truk District Legislature.

The inauguration will take place at the Anderson field,
next to the district legislature building in Iras, Moen.

About five hundred to one thousand people will be
invited to the inauguration, according to Truk officials.
Dignitaries from within and without the Trust Territory
will be invited to attend the historic occasion, the officials
add.

The Truk charter provides that the Governor and the
Lieutenant Governor will serve for four years. Also under
the charter, the legislators will also serve for four years.
The legislators, under the charter, are full-time, and each
of them will receive a salary of $8,000 a year; and the
speaker will earn a salary of $10,000 a year.

People of Truk these days, officials report, are looking
forward to that historic occasion because it will be the
first time in the history of the Trust Territory that
inauguration of an elected governor has ever been held.

Truk District has become the first district in the Trust
Territory to elect its public officials under a chartered
district government. Yap and Kosrae will have their
elections for the chartered district governments on the
same date, November 7, this year. Ponape will have its
election on November 12, next year.







