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Aten Wins Truk Gubernatorial Race 

Truk Governor-Elect Erhart Aten 

Truk District Deputy District Administrator Erhart 

Aten has won the run-off election held in Truk District on 

August 30. The completed but still unofficial election 
returns received on Saipan on September 12 show that 

Aten received 8,421 votes while his opponent, Truk 

District Legislature Speaker Koichi Sana, tallied 7,113 

votes. 

Aten will be inaugurated as the first elected governor 

of Truk District on September 26. The Truk District 

Charter requires that the inauguration takes place on 

September 12. But because of the delay in counting, the 

inauguration was delayed for two weeks. 

Congressman Hans Wiliander and the 28 members of 
the Truk District Legislature will also be sworn in on that 

day. Wiliander won the three-way race for Lieutenant 

Governor in the first election on August 8. 

In the August 8th election, for governor, Aten tallied 

6,719; Sana got 6,104; and District Judge Soukichi Fritz 

received 2,941 votes. None of the three got the required 

45% of the votes to be declared a winner as provided by 

the Truk District Charter. So the August 30th run-off 

election was called. 
In the Lieutenant Governor race on August 8, 

Congressman Wiliander was the winner, getting 7,525 or 

49% of the votes; Trust Territory Deputy Director of 

Health Services Dr. Ngas Kansou 4,282; and Truk District   
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Truk Lieutenant Governor-Elect Hans Wiliander 

Director of Education Chutomu Nimwes 3,641 votes. 

Twenty eight legislators were elected on August 8 to 

the Truk District Legislature. 
The inauguration will take place at the Anderson field, 

next to the district legislature building in Iras, Moen. 

About five hundred to one thousand people will be 

invited to the inauguration, according to Truk officials. 

Dignitaries from within and without the Trust Territory 

will be invited to attend the historic occasion, the officials 

add. 

The Truk charter provides that the Governor and the 

Lieutenant Governor will serve for four years. Also under 

the charter, the legislators will also serve for four years. 

The legislators, under the charter, are full-time, and each 

of them will receive a salary of $8,000 a year; and the 
speaker will earn a salary of $10,000 a year. 

People of Truk these days, officials report, are looking 

forward to that historic occasion because it will be the 

first time in the history of the Trust Territory that 

inauguration of an elected governor has ever been held. 

Truk District has become the first district in the Trust 

Territory to elect its public officials under a chartered 

district government. Yap and Kosrae will have their 
elections for the chartered district governments on the 

same date, November 7, this year. Ponape will have its 

election on November 12, next year.  



Status Talks Set for Sept. 23 

The Status Liaison Office at Trust Territory 

Headquarters reports that September 23 is the anticipated 

starting date for the next round of negotiations between 

Micronesian and United States representatives to consider 

the future status of the Trust Territory. The talks, which 

are to take place on Saipan, are expected to last about ten 

days. 

The Status Liaison Office is coordinating 
administrative arrangements for the session with the three 

negotiating commissions expected to participate—the 

Commission on Future Political Status and Transition of 

the Congress of Micronesia, the Palau Political Status 

Commission, and the Marshall Islands Political Status 
Commission. 

The United States delegation will be headed by 

Ambassador Peter R. Rosenblatt, the President’s Personal 

Representative for Micronesian Status Negotiations. 

Legislature Passes Con Con Bill 

The Palau Legislature has passed a bill calling for a 

Palau Constitutional Convention to convene on January 

28, next year, for a period of not more than 50 calendar 

days to draft a constitution for the future government of 

Palau. 
If the DistAd approves the bill, the convention will 

draft a constitution calling for free association with the 

United States of America. 
Election of delegates to the convention will be held on 

November 28, 1978. A person may be a candidate to the 

convention in any municipality regardless of his residence. 

The referendum on the draft constitution, according to 

the bill, will be held on the date of the full moon in July 

next year. 

Palau is one of the three districts in Micronesia making 

plans to write their own constitutions. The Marshalls 

District is in the process of completing its constitution. 

The Ponape District Legislature has passed a bill setting up 

a constitutional convention for early next year. But the 

bill was vetoed by the Acting Governor, Bermin F. 

Weilbacher, as being premature. 

  

  

To all interested parties, the following is the address of 

the Office of the Chancellor of the College of Micronesia: 

Dr. Edward L. Donovan 

Office of the Chancellor 

College of Micronesia 

P.O. Box 117 

Kolonia, Ponape 

Eastern Caroline Islands 96941 

Dr. Donovan assumed the duties of Chancellor as of 

September 1, and is expected to arrive in Ponape from the 

U.S. mainland on September 22. (Note: the zip code for 

Ponape is 96941 and not 96950 as reported in the last 

issue of this newsletter.)       

Stege Appointed Liaison Officer 

High Commissioner Adrian 
P. Winkel announced on 
September 11 the appointment 

of Scott H. Stege as the new 
Trust Territory Liaison Officer 

in Kwajalein. In addition to his 

liaison responsibilities as the 

High Commissioner’s 
representative at Kwajalein 

Atoll, Stege will also 

» coordinate the Trust Territory 

Government’s responsibilities on the Bikini Resettlement 

and Enewetak Rehabilitation/Relocation Projects. 

He will also assist in carrying out the Trust Territory 

Government's responsibilities for disbursing certain 
payments granted by the United States Congress to the 

people of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls as a result of nuclear 

testing at Bikini Atoll. 

Stege, an attorney, first came to Micronesia as a Peace 

Corps volunteer in 1973, working in the Marshalls as 

Legislative Counsel to the District Legislature. Following a 

one-year period as a staff attorney to the Micronesian 

Constitutional Convention and the Congress of 

Micronesia, Stege has worked on Saipan as Assistant 

Attorney General. 

Stege is married to the former Mathilda Biram DeBrum 

of the Marshalls and they have two children, Kristina and 

Mark. 

Angaur Monkeys 

The monkeys on Angaur Island in Palau District may 

be taken to the United States mainland, according to 

Trust Territory agriculture officials. When these animals 

will be taken from the island and where they will be 

relocated on the mainland remains to be decided, the 

officials say. 

The news of the possibility of moving the monkeys 

from Angaur comes from Robert Owen, Trust Territory 

Chief of Conservation in Palau. He reported that Dr. 

Douglas Bowden of the Regional Primate Center of the 

University of Washington in Seattle has been in Palau 

since last month investigating the possibility of removing 

the monkeys on Angaur. 

“This may be the solution to the Angaur monkey 

problem after several years of efforts by conservationists 
to get responsible organizations interested,’” Owen says. 

In another related development, the Conservation 
Chief reports that the Australian pelicans, which 

“invaded”’ Palau District last month, are still present in 
Palau. He said his office in Palau would be very interested 
in receiving any reports of Australian pelicans showing up 

in other parts of Micronesia.  


