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Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of John Papa ‘Ī‘ī. By Marie 
Alohalani Brown. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2016. xix 
+ 226 pp. Appendix. Bibliography. Notes. Illustrated. Index. $68.00 
cloth; $27.00 paper

Marie Alohalani Brown’s Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of 
John Papa ‘Ī‘ī is a fascinating read for anyone who is interested in Hawaiian 
history, especially the events and personalities of the nineteenth century. 
Having served the Hawaiian government for nearly six decades, ‘Ī‘ī was an 
eyewitness to key events impacting the Hawaiian Kingdom. However, until 
now, he had not been given the attention that such a great statesman should 
have received. Brown is among a new generation of scholars with a fluency in 
the Hawaiian language. She uses this skill to access the large body of primary 
sources that reveal details about Hawai‘i’s past and its rulers that have been 
little understood by previous generations of historians who relied only on 
English language sources.

Before launching into a chronological retelling of ‘Ī‘ī’s life, the author 
first discusses her use of the Hawaiian language and explains why she pre-
fers to use ‘Ōiwi to refer to Native Hawaiians. Throughout her book, Brown 
uses many Hawaiian words, but she only defines each on first usage, so every 
subsequent reuse of the term may leave those unfamiliar with the language 
searching for a definition. A glossary of Hawaiian words would have been 
convenient.

The book does include many helpful tools, namely: a detailed timeline of 
John Papa ‘Ī‘ī’s life, a list of his newspaper contributions in a table format, 
extensive endnotes, a comprehensive list of works consulted, and a helpful 
index with detailed page references for key historical figures. Although Brown 
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warns readers of the “extended discussion (about nine pages) on his lineage 
and kinship” (p. xix) and advises that they read it carefully to better appreci-
ate the drama of ‘Ī‘ī’s life, her detailed treatment of his genealogy may leave 
the most well-intentioned novice to Hawaiian history feeling overwhelmed.

Unlike the narrative style that is the bulk of her book, Brown’s introduc-
tion provides an academic discourse that contextualizes ‘Ī‘ī’s writings in the 
scholarly realm. Here she discusses how ‘Ī‘ī is among a small selection of 
Hawaiian authors of the nineteenth century (along with Samuel Kamakau 
and David Malo) who scholars have relied upon, the challenges of trying 
to fit Hawaiian epistemology into Western intellectual paradigms, and the 
limitations inherit in translating. She then expresses her desire to reconnect 
modern ‘Ōiwi with the values and aesthetics of their ancestors; key to this is 
understanding that a single Hawaiian word, mo‘olelo (stories), could mean 
history, legend, and fable.

After laying the groundwork with her academic and theoretical introduc-
tion, Brown’s writing shifts to a chronological retelling of stories from John 
Papa ‘Ī‘ī’s life in five chapters. Chapter 1 (1800–1824) covers his early train-
ing. We learn about the harsh realities of service as a young kahu (attendant) 
and are given examples: How his older brother Maoloha, while still a child, 
was strangled to death for taking Kamehameha’s lei pūkiawe, how ‘Ī‘ī himself 
came close to death twice, and how Liholiho beat him until he passed out.

Chapters 2 and 3 focuses on his dedicated service to the Kingdom during 
the reign of Kamehameha III (Kauikeaouli) and provides intriguing details 
about major events in Hawaiian history, and ‘Ī‘ī s actual role in each. We learn 
how ‘Ī‘ī protected missionary Hiram Bingham in 1826 when sailors from 
the USS Dolphin were rioting in response to the ban on prostitution; how he 
was held hostage aboard the Artemise in 1839 during the Laplace affair and 
released only after the Hawaiian government paid $20,000; how he advised 
Kamehameha III during Lord George Paulet’s take over in 1843 and how 
he gave a 20-minute speech demonstrating his oratory skills when Admiral 
Thomas restored the kingdom. We also learn how he was involved in the dip-
lomatic negotiations that resulted in separate treaties with France and Great 
Britain in 1846, and how he served as the kahu for the young ali‘i (chiefs) 
at the Royal School from 1840–1850 where he helped to care for the next 
five monarchs of Hawai‘i when they were mere children. We are told that ‘Ī‘ī 
served in multiple roles at the same time: member of Privy Council, House 
of Nobles, land titles commissioner, superior court judge, kahu (superinten-
dent) of schools on O‘ahu, and Treasury Board member. It’s obvious to the 
reader that the king depended on him and ‘Ī‘ī had a strong work ethic.

In contrast to his extensive government service during the reign of 
Kamehameha III, Chapter 4 (1855–1868) demonstrates that ‘Ī‘ī had less 
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direct involvement in political affairs during the reigns of Kamehameha 
IV (Alexander Liholiho) and Kamehameha V (Lot Kapuāiwa). His greatest 
influence at this time was as the legal guardian for 16-year old Victoria Kamā
malu (his foster daughter and sister to the king) when she became Kuhina 
Nui (prime minister). In these years, ‘Ī‘ī traveled to San Francisco to save a 
Hawaiian citizen in a case of mistaken identity, and he made a trip to the Mar-
quesas islands on behalf of the Hawai‘i Missionary Board to recruit natives 
desiring an education. After Kamehameha IV’s death in 1863, his brother 
Lot Kapuāiwa became king and things changes for ‘Ī‘ī. He resigned his vari-
ous positions, and after the deaths of Victoria Kamāmalu in 1866 and her 
biological father Kekūanāo‘a in 1868, we see the first installments of his life-
writings that were published in Ka Nupepa Kuokoa. The first was very praise-
worthy of Kamāmalu, almost to the point of being a hagiography, while the 
latter was an unflattering portrayal of Kekūanāo‘a, a lower ranking ali‘i who 
was extremely ambitious and actively sought power. 

Ironically, after such a long career in politics, it was his writings from the 
last two years of his life that became his lasting legacy (the subject of Chapter 
5). His third series in Ka Nupepa Kuokoa was written initially in response to 
Samuel Kamakau’s Hawaiian history series. ‘Ī‘ī points out errors in Kama
kau’s history from the authority of an eyewitness and participant in the actual 
events. In this commendable retelling of ‘Ī‘ī’s story, Brown hopes to inspire 
modern ‘Ōiwi to face changes and challenges with a will to survive and a 
desire to be pono (upright, moral). ‘Ī‘ī’s story is indeed inspirational.

Colette Higgins 
Dean of Academic Affairs, Division I and Academic Support 
Windward Community College

Death Rites and Hawaiian Royalty: Funerary Practices in the Kamehameha 
and Kalākaua Dynasties, 1819–1953. By Ralph Thomas Kam. Jefferson, 
NC: McFarland & Co., 2017. ix + 242 pp. Glossary. Notes. Bibliogra-
phy. Index. Illustrated. $39.95 paper

Ralph Thomas Kam’s Death Rites and Hawaiian Royalty presents an analysis of 
Hawaiian royal funerals from the death of Kamehameha I well into the twen-
tieth century. Kam utilizes a variety of sources, in both Hawaiian and English, 
including newspapers, correspondence, and official documents. Although 
the author offers a brief exploration of traditional Hawaiian burial customs 
for ali‘i, or those of chiefly rank, his focus is on the transformation of aristo-
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cratic funerals by the advent of Western practices, both Christian and secular, 
during the nineteenth century. Nevertheless, while Western rituals resulted 
in dramatic changes in ali‘i death rites, Kam also highlights the persistence of 
traditional practices now performed in new contexts.

The book is organized chronologically and presents descriptions of doz-
ens of ali‘i funerals from both the Kamehameha and Kalākaua dynasties. The 
entries for more prominent individuals, such as monarchs and their consorts, 
are often subdivided into sections for lying in state, funerals, and burials. For 
more elaborate royal rites, the author also includes lists of those involved in 
the funeral processions, which were in themselves often grand manifestations 
of mourning for ali‘i. While the funerals of Hawaiian royal rulers have been 
analyzed in a variety of literature, this volume benefits from the inclusion of 
numerous lesser-known ali‘i from both royal houses. Although these accounts 
are often necessarily brief, due to the lack of fuller documentation, their 
inclusion adds depth to the work. In addition, the division of the lengthier 
entries into various component parts facilitates a comparative analysis of the 
ceremonial events associated with different royal deaths.

Death Rites and Hawaiian Royalty also covers the funeral ceremonies for 
royalty after the overthrow of the monarchy, including not only those obser-
vances following Queen Lili‘uokalani’s death in 1917, but stretching to the 
last burial in the Kalākaua crypt at Mauna ‘Ala, the Royal Mausoleum, in 1953. 
The book concludes with chapters on royal burial sites and undertakers, and 
includes a discussion of the proposed future burial of Abigail Kawānanakoa at 
Mauna ‘Ala, highlighting the contemporary significance of royal burial prac-
tices in Hawai‘i today. Although post-monarchy era royal funerals, especially 
Queen Lili‘uokalani’s, have received significant scholarly attention, Kam’s 
work profits by presenting royal death rituals as a continuum stretching from 
the nineteenth century into the twentieth, and even the twenty-first, centuries.

While this volume is a compendium of Hawaiian royal funerals, the author 
also points to a number of themes demonstrating the importance of ali‘i death 
rites for the institution of the Hawaiian monarchy and the Hawaiian nation as 
a whole. Much of the book’s value rests in these topics. As an example, Kam 
points to the enormous expenses that were sometimes incurred in honoring 
deceased royalty. The costs relating to the funeral of King Kamehameha III 
in 1854, for instance, amounted to over $26,000, which was more than half 
of the total funds on hand in the government treasury at the time. While 
subsequent rulers of the Kamehameha dynasty had less expensive funerals, 
the costs were nevertheless substantial, indicating the significance of these 
ceremonies for the monarchy.

The magnitude of many royal funerals, especially the processions, also 
demonstrates their importance. The author explains that Kamehameha III’s 
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funeral procession extended for half a mile, while King Lunalilo’s 1874 pro-
cession included fifteen hundred participants. Magnificent displays were lim-
ited not only to rulers, and Kam cites a report giving the length of Princess 
Ruth Ke‘elikōlani’s funeral train in 1883 as a mile and a quarter in length. 
The funeral of King Kalākaua’s youngest sister, Princess Miriam Likelike, in 
1887 required the purchase of over 800 sets of clothing for mourners.

Ali‘i funeral ceremonies retained their grandeur even after the end of 
the monarchy. Kam notes that over one hundred kāhili, traditional Hawai-
ian feather standards indicating royal rank, were used in the procession 
following the death of Prince David Kawānanakoa in 1908. In 1922, many 
thousands took part in the procession of the remains of Prince Jonah Kūhiō 
Kalaniana‘ole and many thousands more acted as spectators.

Death Rites and Hawaiian Royalty serves two purposes admirably. On the 
one hand, it provides a reference work for those who are investigating the 
lives and deaths of individual Hawaiian ali‘i in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. On the other hand, it offers a comparative and thematic look at 
royal funerals and highlights their important role in the ceremonial life of 
the Hawaiian monarchy.

Douglas Askman 
Associate Professor of History 
Hawai‘i Pacific University 

The Hawaiian Horse. By Dr. Billy Bergin and Dr. Brady Bergin. Hono-
lulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2017. xviii + 364 pp. Appendices. 
Glossary. Bibliographic references. Illustrated. Index. $42.00 cloth

Dr. Billy Bergin and Dr. Brady Bergin’s The Hawaiian Horse narrates the his-
tory and legacy of the equine species. Their work is an important contribution 
to the equine field. The authors take the reader on a ride through history, 
recounting the origin of the equine species and the influence of the vaquero. 
They include an in-depth look at the worldwide transportation of livestock, 
equine roles in agronomy in industries of ranching, coffee, pineapple, rice, 
sugar and taro production in Hawai‘i, and examine mounts for recreational 
pleasure as well as highly competitive mounts. The authors depict people who 
have played important roles in the development of the horse in Hawai‘i, and 
they also go into detail about the usage of horses in sports. As veterinarians, 
Dr. Billy Bergin and Dr. Brady Bergin’s work would not be complete without 
including general and specific equine health issues in Hawai‘i. Each chapter 
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can be seen as a series of trails through time, creating a timeline that begins 
by contextualizing the origination of the equine species and ends with the 
future of Hawai‘i’s horse community.

The insight that the authors provide on the influence of the vaquero is 
very comprehensive, illustrating the arrival of the vaquero in Hawai‘i in 1833 
at King Kamehameha III’s royal request. The king was probably unaware 
that he not only launched “a major industrial/agricultural industry but also 
founded the Hawaiian paniolo culture that would parallel the image and skill 
of the vaqueros of New Spain and America’s West” (p. 30). The authors go 
into further detail, pointing out how the Hawaiian paniolo [cowboy] quickly 
retained what was taught by the vaquero and naturally excelled in horseman-
ship and cattle ranching. The authors also explain how the Hawaiian paniolo 
ho‘ohawai‘i (Hawaiianized) what they learned by interweaving their innate 
instincts as Native Hawaiian seafarers. The Hawaiian paniolo fashioned their 
saddles after the outrigger canoe, adapting all of the major saddle parts’ 
names from those of the outrigger canoe. They also note that as seafarers, 
Hawaiian’s were very adept at braiding cords of aho (sennet), so braiding 
rawhide to fashion their kaula ‘ili (rawhide rope) and other equipment came 
naturally. “Little did the vaquero know that the product of this mentoring 
would be world championship ropers only seventy-five years later” (p. 32).

In the following chapters of the book, the authors illuminate the roles 
of the horse, donkey and mules in Hawaiian society. The Hawaiian paniolo 
pursued mounts with more endurance, hardiness, and easy-keeping qualities. 
These traits were found in the feral Hawaiian horses that were brought to 
Hawai‘i in 1803. These mounts had “hardened hooves of black granite that 
were a characteristic and a prepotent trait of feral horses that quickly became 
known as the Mauna Kea breed” (p. 65). The desire for the preservation of 
this breed led to the development of tightly controlled breeding programs 
throughout Hawai‘i. The donkey and mule also established “iconic status” 
(p. 86) in the important role they played in the history of taro and rice culti-
vation in Waipi‘o, Waimanu and Pololū Valleys. The horse, donkey and mule 
trains transported about 1,200 pounds of pa‘i‘ai (cooked, pounded taro) 
per trip from the valley floors, up steep and windy trails to various kauhale 
(villages).

The authors also shed light on various horse health issues, some general 
and some unique to Hawai‘i due to “Hawai‘i’s tropical climate, with its high 
forage moisture, high rainfall and humidity, volcanic soils of variable min-
eral composition, and common presence of wetlands” (p. 99). Diseases like 
Big Head Disease, Lampas, Glanders, dental health issues, and hoof and skin 
issues are prevalent in Hawai’i. Hawai‘i offers unique challenges for horses 
because “more than three-fourths of these animals live on fibrous, abrasive, 
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and bulky forage that accelerate tooth wear” (p. 105). The current eruption 
of Kīlauea has also contributed to a significant rise in equine dental disease 
with its production of vog (volcanic fog), volcanic acid rain, and silica dust 
particles that adhere to forage.

Further in the book, the authors explore the usage of horses in sports 
in Hawai‘i. Horse racing was a favorite of King Kalākaua which led to his 
founding of the Hawaiian Jockey Club in 1872. Kapi‘olani Park Racetrack was 
built a decade later and “became the focal point of social activity in Waikīkī” 
(p. 174) where the Rosita Cup Races were held each year on June 11, Kame-
hameha Day. The authors also take an in-depth look into rodeo and polo, 
two major sports utilizing horses that still draw large crowds to Hawai‘i today.

The book concludes by drawing upon overpopulation issues facing horses 
and donkeys and the future of the horse in Hawai‘i. The authors spotlight 
men and women who played key roles in managing the feral donkey and 
horse populations. These individuals helped pass acts that made it illegal to 
hunt wild horses and burros on public lands, created youth mustang adop-
tion programs, and banned slaughtering of horses for food in the U.S. The 
authors sum up the book by explaining that the future of equestrian activi-
ties in Hawai‘i lies in the hands of horse lovers. Preservation of the paniolo 
heritage is of utmost importance as it is currently being threatened by urban 
growth and progress. 

Dr. Billy Bergin and Dr. Brady Bergin are great scholars and are to be com-
mended for their work, which offers invaluable insight into all things equine. 
If you have ever been interested in the horse, whether you own a horse or 
are just curious about the equine species, The Hawaiian Horse will definitely 
deepen your understanding.

Matthew Kainoa Wong 
Instructor, Kawaihuelani Center for Hawaiian Language 
Hawai‘inuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
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