
for accommodations; 42 maps, black/white illustrations, charts,
book lists, glossary and a 'capsule' vocabulary are included for
both Fijian and Hindi. This edition of the Fiji Handbook also
contains a very useful web site directory that provides an invalu­
able resource for internet users.

The Fiji archipelago includes a thousand islands, astonish­
ing diversity, and a fascinating history. The islands are scattered
over 1,290,000 square km of the South Pacific Ocean. But of
that number of islands, only 322 are large enough to support
human inhabitants, and only 106 islands are actually inhabited.
Despite this, Fiji has more land and people than in all ofPolyne­
sia combined.

To write a guide to so many diverse islands and diverse
cultures is a staggering achievement. As one who has (in the
past) written a guide book, I can attest that Stanley's travel
books are without parallel. The amount of information provided
is just plain amazing: from trekking tips to upscale resorts, cui­
sine to inter-island connections, or the esoteric details of where
Da Free John hangs out, proper behavior at a kava ceremony,
and the best snorkeling areas. Whether you are curious about a
complicated political system or just wanting to know which are
the gay bars in Suva, the Fiji Handbook has it.

The book is particularly strong on local customs and
proper etiquette, so important when visiting a foreign country,
and particularly if one wishes not to be a typical tourist but de­
sires to experience another culture in an unobtrusive, eco­
sensitive manner. Both the Fiji Handbook and the Tahiti Hand­
book Including Easter Island and the Cooks are highly recom­
mended.

Manual de Capacitacion sabre el Patrimonio Cul­
tural y Natural de Rapa Nui [Training Manual on the

Cultural and Natural Heritage ofRapa Nui]
Marcos Rauch G. and Maria E. Noel 8., eds.

Conaf/WMF, Rapa Nui, 1998

Review by A. Elena Charo/a, Ph.D.
Consultant, World Monuments Fund,

Easter Island Program
Paper cover, 190 pages, US$30

It is fitting to give a brief history of how this Training
Manual came into being. In its inception, over five years ago, it
was intended as a complement to the training courses that CO­
NAF (Natural Parks of Chile) was planning to develop for park
rangers of the Rapa Nui National Park (RNNP). Only one train­
ing course had been held on the island. This was in 1986 and
World Monuments Fund, which had co-sponsored that course,
was interested in partly supporting the preparation of this didac­
tic tool. As originally conceived, it was to be a brief booklet to
be drafted in one year. Due to changes in personnel at CONAF,
the project changed hands and with it the aim and the scope of
the Manual expanded to address not only park rangers but also
tourist guides and local teachers. Four years later, the editors,
Marcos Rauch of the RNNP, and Maria E. Noel, currently at the
Consejo de Monumentos Nacionales, put together an outstand­
ing publication in collaboration with Jose Miguel Ramirez,

Christian Walter, Michel De L'Herbe and Patricia Ibafiez.
The book is divided into seven chapters, a bibliography

and two appendices, the first one listing the protected
"wild" (si/vestres) areas in Chile, and the second one, the en­
demic and naturalized flora on Easter Island. Except for the
third chapter, which was prepared by Noel and Ramirez, all of
the others were prepared by Rauch.

The first chapter gives a brief introduction to the island, its
climate, geology and geomorphology. The second chapter, pre­
pared jointly with Noel, addresses the role of protected wild ar­
eas and the conservation of both natural and cultural heritage. It
introduces the concept of protected areas and their objective in
the conservation of resources, both natural and cultural; the vari­
ous categories of such areas as defined in Chile; and, the impor­
tance of the national parks for their preservation. It also ad­
dresses such issues as the creation of a park plan, and its func­
tion in the protection of resources and in tourism. It ends with a
brief history of the RNNP and its uniqueness within the National
Park system of Chile, given its wealth of cultural heritage. A
map of the island showing the area covered by the RNNP and its
four use zones is included.

The third and fourth chapters are two of the longest. The
former deals with the archaeology and pre-history of the island.
It begins with an introduction to archaeology as a discipline,
continues with basic information of Polynesian prehistory, fol­
lowed by the prehistory and cultural development on Rapa Nui
and ends with the history of the ethnological and archaeological
investigations carried out from 1722 to the twentieth century.
The latter was prepared in collaboration with Ibafiez and ad­
dresses the natural heritage of the island. It is divided into four
sections addressing the flora, the fauna, the geology and geo­
morphology-this being the longest section-and scenic impor­
tance. A map of the island shows the location of its many volca­
noes and other geological features.

The fifth chapter deals with the management of the natural
and archaeological heritage on the island. It is divided into three
sections: conservation of the heritage; management of archaeo­
logical sites; and management of the cultural resources. The
sixth chapter discusses the conservation of the archaeological
heritage of the island. It addresses the legal protective measures,
the conservation activities, and management for the archaeologi­
cal heritage and the various causes for deterioration and/or de­
struction of these resources.

The last and third chapter of this book is devoted to tour­
ism and the protected areas. It introduces tourism as an industry
and presents proposals for the development of sustainable tour­
ism discussing the advantages and disadvantages of tourism in
the national parks. Tables compile data such as flight frequency
for various years, the number of travelers arriving, country of
origin of tourists over several years, and data on the number of
beds available for tourists over various years. All data presented
is appropriately referenced.

The book is more than a Manual, it is a reference book. In
less than 200 pages it summarizes a lot of information on the
various relevant areas to the conservation of both natural and
archaeological heritage. It is well organized and carefully refer­
enced. The depth of detail and discussion of the topics is excel-
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lent but the layout and design of the Manual gives it away as a
textbook: each chapter has summarizing tables that highlight the
most important points made in the text. However, previous
knowledge of the island is required, since no illustrations or
photographs have been included. It will serve not only the audi­
ence to whom it was addressed originally: park rangers, tourist
guides and local teachers, but also any professional who is inter­
ested in the island and its preservation. For the latter, it should
be required reading.

£a~te.r I~\and foundation Ne.\OI~

Work continues in Chile and the US to assure the opening
of the William Mulloy Library on Rapa Nui in the coming
months. Books are now being packed and equipment is being
purchased for installation in the new library facility at the Sebas­
tian Englert Museum on the island. We are very pleased to be in
the fmal stages of this long-term project.

The ElF sponsored conference, Pacific 2000, is shaping up
to a very important event for Polynesian research. In addition to
four days of papers presented by scholars from around the
world, field trips are being planned to ancient Hawaiian heiau
and petroglyph sites. Look for the conference brochure coming
soon in the mail. Register early to secure your accommodations.

The Polynesian sailing canoe, Hokule 'a, is on its way to
Easter Island. The ElF made a contribution to this voyage, as
was announced last month. Thanks to another ElF contribution,
conservation treatments are about to begin on the moai that
stands in front of the Fonck Museum in Vina del Mar, Chile,
which has housed the Mulloy Library for the past several years.
The Foundation needs your continued support of these and other
worthwhile projects. Kay Sanger: President.

Representing the Easter Island Foundation, Fr Francisco
Nahoe (far left) and Brigid Mulloy present a donation from the
Easter Island Foundation to the Polynesian Voyaging Society.
Pinky and Nainoa Thompson are on either side of Brigid.
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