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Governor Togiola i issues Executive Order to create 
Economic Stimulus Office 

Governor Togiola Tulafono, on March 6", issued an Executive Order to create the Economic 
Stimulus and Recovery Office that would maximize the Territory’s use of available stimulus 
funds for American Samoa through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) —also referred to as the Federal Stimulus Bill. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER No.: March 6, 2009 

AN ORDER CREATING THE ECONOMIC STIMULUS AND RECOVERY OFFICE, 
PROVIDING FOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, FUNCTIONS AND POWERS. 

Preamble. 
Whereas, on February 17, 2009, President Barack H. Obama signed Public Law 111-5, the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009; and 
Whereas, the ARRA contained $787 billion, the intent of which is to revive the American 

economy and save millions of jobs; and 
Whereas, American Samoa as part of the ARRA stands to receive a substantial amount of 

federal moneys; and 
Whereas, the American Samoa Government endeavors to receive and expend these federal 

dollars as expeditiously as possible, observing high standards of transparency and 
accountability in line with Office of Management and Budget guidelines, and in accordance 
with President Obama’s vision. 

Now, Therefore, I, Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono, by the powers vested in me by the 
Revised Constitution of American Samoa, herewith execute this Executive Order establishing 
the Economic Stimulus and Recovery Office, and provide for its duties, responsibilities, 
functions and powers on this 6th day of March, in this Year of our Lord, 2009. 

Section 1: Authority 
This Executive Order is issued under the authority granted to the Governor in Article 

IV, Section 6 and Section 7, American Samoa Revised Constitution and the American Samoa 
Code Annotated, §4.0111. 

Section 2: Purpose 
The purpose of this Order is to establish the American Samoa Office of Economic 

Stimulus and Recovery. Set forth herein shall be the duties and responsibilities of the office, as 
well as the general powers and functions thereof. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Territory to get over $400K for employment programs 

More than $400,000 of the US Labor Department’s share of the federal stimulus recovery package will be given to 
American Samoa. 

   

  

         
       

        

         

  

According to the DOL’s distribution list, the territory will get $462,530 for training and employment programs, 
and the funding is expected to be administered by the local Department of Human Resources. Of that amount, 
about $170,000 is allocated for youth activities program. 

The money comes from the stimulus package which provides $3.5 billion to the DOL for the workforce 
investment system aimed at helping Americans get back to work through the national network of One-Stop Career 
Centers. 

Administered by the DOL’s Employment and Training Administration, the money will support more youth 
employment opportunities for summer 2009. 

   
Meanwhile, Governor Togiola Tulafono has appointed a special committee, the Stimulus Office Team, whose 
members will be responsible for reviewing, monitoring, and implementing all the funds American Samoa will 
receive under the stimulus bill. 

The team will be headed by ASG federal grants manager Pat Galea’i, while Lt. Governor Faoa Aitofele Sunia will 
have overall responsibility of overseeing the team. 

  

    

Stimulus Recovery Bill to benefit local residents who receive 

social security 

Locals who are recipients of social security benefits may qualify to receive a one-time payment from the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) under a provision of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
commonly referred to as the stimulus recovery bill. 

The one-time payment is for $250, and complete details on the eligibility criteria will be released soon. 

According to the SSA, everyone who is entitled to a payment is expected to receive their payment by late May 
2009. No action is required on the part of the recipient. The SSA is currently working on the details of how they 
will issue a total of nearly $55 million in one-time payments to their beneficiaries. 

Currently, there are an estimated 5,000 social security recipients in the territory. 

Governor Togiola expresses condolences on passing of 

Paramount Chief -Senator Tuitele Fofo Tuitele 

Governor Togiola Tulafono expressed condolences on behalf of the Territory on the sudden passing of Paramount 

Chief Senator Tuitele Fofo Tuitele on Sunday, March 1, 2009. 

‘American Samoa has lost a great man and a great friend. Mary and I offer our condolences to Paramount Chief 

Tuitele’s family; to his wife - Mrs. Fesala’i Tuitele and children, and to his dear mother - Mrs. Lepeti Tuitele and 

family, on his passing. He will be greatly missed. 

May the comfort of Our Heavenly Father be our source of strength during these difficult times as we say thank 

you to God for Paramount Chief Tuitele’s wonderful life and for the ways he shared it with us.”  



    

HISTORICAL NOTES 
By: Stan Sorensen, Historian, Office of the Governor 
On March 10, 1881, Malietoa Laupepa was crowned 
"King of Samoa" by the "Three Consuls" (Britain, 
Germany and the United States). 
On March 10, 1948, the Samoa Amendment Act of 

1947 became law. It changed the designation of 
Western Samoa's principal executive officer from 
"Administrator" to "High Commissioner." The 
"Administration of Western Samoa" became the 
"Government of Western Samoa." 
On March 10, 1948, the Samoa Amendment Act of 
1947 became law. It changed the designation of 
Western Samoa's principal executive officer from 
"Administrator" to "High Commissioner." The 
"Administration of Western Samoa" became the 
"Government of Western Samoa." 
On Match 11, 1900, the U.S. Naval Station 
Commandant, Commander Benjamin Franklin 
Tilley, invited Tui Manu'a Elisara to sign the Deed of 
Cession, thus ceding Manu'a to the United States. 
The Tut Manu'a replied that he was not yet prepared 
to make a decision, but he invited Tilley to Ta'u for 
discussions. 
On March 11, 2006, during an official “welcome 

ceremony for the Bravo and Charlie 
Company, 100% Infantry Battalion, 442°4 Infantry 
Regiment veterans of Operation Iragi Freedom 
“attended by about 200 people” American Samoa’s 
Governor, Togiola T.A. Tulafono, told the vets 

home” 

“You are truly heroes of Samoa—Toa 0 Samoa. You 
have returned successfully; we are proud of you,” 
Togiola told the soldiers. “Your service has brought 
honor to American Samoa, to your families, villages 

and communities. You have brought glory to all of 
us”. 

On March 12, 1900, Commander Benjamin Franklin 

Tilley, accompanied by Luther Wood Osborn, the 
American Consul General in Apia, met with Tui 

Manu'a Elisara on Ta'u "at 10 a.m." Tilley reported 
that "Tuimanua addressed me very courteously, 
giving me a hearty welcome to Manua, but at the 
same time giving me plainly to understand that he 
did not wish any interference with his kingdom’ by 
any outside power." " Tilley wrote that "I was asked 
many questions by the Tuimanua, and other 

They seemed suspicious and somewhat 
sullen. (I learned afterward that they feared that I 
would take away their lands and other property. 
They had been told this by some of the mischievous 
and dissolute white men, who are the curse of these 

islands)." Upon rejoining his hosts in the evening, 
Tilley "found them in a very different frame of 
mind." After the evening session of the fono was 
"opened with prayers and singing,” the Tuimanu'a 
handed Tilley "a letter, accepting gracefully for 
himself, the chiefs, and the people the sovereignty 
and protection of the United States of America, for 
the island[s] of Manua. I felt much gratified with the 
result of the day's work."   
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Economic Stimulus Office... 
(continued from page 1) 

Section 3. Duties and Responsibilities 
The American Samoa Economic Stimulus and Recovery Office shall discharge 

and assume the following duties and responsibilities: 
To maximize the Territory’s use of available stimulus funds for American Samoa 

pursuant to the ARRA. 
Track all federal dollars received by American Samoa under the ARRA, and 

account for said dollars regardless of the entity receiving the funds. 
To coordinate all Territory-wide and local projects and programs to be funded 

using ARRA money, including projects and programs administered by private sector 
and non-profit organizations. 

Communicate with federal and Territorial agencies, as well as administration 
officials regarding ARRA funding for local projects and programs. 

To monitor and assure compliance with reporting, expenditure, eligibility 
requirements, certifications and assurances as well as any other requirements 
pursuant to the use of ARRA funds in American Samoa. 

To make recommendations to the Governor regarding proposed additional 
framework required, statutory, regulatory or otherwise, which will aid the Economic 
Stimulus and Recovery Office in carrying out their duties and functions with respect 
to the efficient release and use of ARRA funds available to the Territory. 

Develop and implement process by which American Samoa may comply with the 
spirit of transparency and the strictures of accountability as noted in the ARRA, 
using all conventional means as well as technological means, such as internet. 
Section 4: Powers and Functions 
A. The Economic Stimulus and Recovery Office shall be an agency within the 
Governor’s Office. 
B. An Executive Director appointed by the Governor shall head the Economic 
Stimulus and Recovery Office. The Executive Director shall submit to the 
Governor and the Fono, where appropriate, an operating budget, which shall 
include personnel and other line items, required in order to provide for office 
operations. 
C. The Executive Director shall liaise with federal agencies and local departments 
in order to maximize the Territory’s use of available funds pursuant to ARRA. 
D. The Executive Director shall coordinate all certifications and assurances 
required by federal agencies, as well as all other requirements pursuant to ARRA 
regarding eligibility of the American Samoa Government or any other local entity 
for ARRA funding. 
E. The Economic Stimulus and Recovery Office shall coordinate with all 
Territorial recipients of funding to provide maximum accountability and 
transparency in the expenditure of all ARRA funding. This includes meeting 
deadlines for reports and meeting all compliance measures implemented by the 
federal government with regard to the use of ARRA funds. 
F. The Economic Sttmulus and Recovery Office shall coordinate with the 
Treasury Department to assure full and accurate accounting of all ARRA funding 
for projects and programs. 
G. The Economic Stimulus and Recovery Office shall comply with all Territorial 
statutes and rules regarding hiring and procurement. 
H. The Economic Stimulus and Recovery Office shall provide periodic reports to 
the Governor and the Fono, where appropmniate, regarding the status of ARRA 
funding, inclusive of Territorial and other non-federal money. 
iv The Attorney General shall provide legal counsel to the Economic Stimulus 
and Recovery Office, as necessary. 
ib Nothing in this Order shall impair statutory or regulatory duties of 
departments and agencies of the American Samoa Government. 
Section 4: Effective Date 
This order shall take effect immediately. 
Dated: March 6, 2009. 

TOGIOLA T.A. TULAFONO 
Governor of American Samoa



        

        
  

  

  

  

Governor Togiola launches local stimulus website; 
http://recovery.americansamoa.gov 
  

Governor Togiola Tulafono has launched American Samoa’s official website devoted to information regarding 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) -also referred to as the Federal Stimulus Bill. 

Governor Togiola said the local website http://recovery.americansamoa.gov was created to disseminate the 
volume of useful information about the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

“The website has been developed to help us quickly share information about the Recovery Act, so that every 
deserving project in American Samoa can secure and use its fair share of Federal Stimulus funds,” said Governor 
Togiola. 

Governor Togiola also announced today the Stimulus Office Team, which will be based on the third floor of 
AP Lutali Executive Office Building in Utulei. 

“IT am happy to announce that our Stimulus Office Team will be led by Mr. Pat Galea’i, our federal grants 
manager, with Mrs. Gale Tuaoi Clark, who performed accounting work for many years as ASPA, and Mrs. Ivy 
Tuaolo Taufa’asau, recently of the Office of Procurement,” said Governor Togiola. “Our Stimulus Team will work 
with every public agency and other appropriate entity in American Samoa to coordinate, assist, inform and give 
updates on the Recovery Act.” 

The Stimulus Office Team will: Coordinate projects that will create long-term investment in American Samoa; 
Assist potential stimulus projects meet implementation and reporting requirements; and Keep all abreast of 
progress toward common goals of job creation, 21st century infrastructure improvement, and economic growth. 

“Having strived to make the American Samoa Government more accountable, transparent and open during my 
administration, I am enthralled by the call by President Barack H. Obama and the U. S. Congress to ensure that all 
Americans can track the Stimulus dollars as they become available and are expended,” said Govenror Togiola. 
“We are still working to assess what types and how much funding American Samoa will ultimately receive. This 
website enables the viewer to see information about the process as it unfolds, and serves as the portal by which 
one can track how funds are being used in American Samoa, the only inhabited U.S. soil south of the equator.” 

Governor Togiola said American Samoa is well-positioned to benefit from the developing Federal Economic 
Stimulus package. He said the plan holds real promise to put people to work, to help families, and to invest in 
crucial infrastructure. 

“We must act swiftly, strategically, and boldly to take full advantage of this golden opportunity to make 
enduring investments in American Samoa. With complete accountability and transparency, we must do so in a 
way that effectively meets the critical economic development priorities of our Territory,” said Governor Togiola. 
“This website is an interactive portal for all to submit expressions of interest in Federal Stimulus dollars and to 
view general information about the Federal Stimulus. Stimulus funds will ultimately be distributed to ASG 
agencies, business and other organizations, and not directly to individuals. As we will provide additional 
information on the stimulus as it becomes available, all are encouraged to visit this website on a regular basis.” 

Governor Togiola expressed his sincere gratitude to the people of American Samoa for the interest and support 
for future growth of the Territory. 

“I wish to thank you for the continuing support to build and strengthen our Territory’s economy. Working 
together, we will invest the Federal Stimulus resources wisely to ensure American Samoa's continued economic 
growth and prosperity,” said Governor Togiola. 

  

    SHARE IMPORTANT INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES IN YOUR ASG NEWSLETTER 
with your ASG workforce as well as the citizens of American Samoa. 
Email your articles, announcements, pictures or other information to: 

Harry Stevens (harry.stevens@americansamoa.gov or Tialuga Vince Tuli (vince.iuli@americansamoa.gov)   
 


