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Cayetano touts state lawsuits 
as Fasi joins him at fund-raiser

Later, Cayetano insisted that the 
lawsuit his administration filed 
yesteHay against major gasoline 
companies for allegedly over­
charging isle motorists, as well as 
the administration’s earlier law­
suit against tobacco companies 
would never have occurred in a

' By Mike Yuen
■ Star-Bulletin

Political maverick Frank Fasi 
and an .estimated 3,000 people 
janimed into the Dole Ballrooms 
last night for a $10O-per-person 
fund-raiser for Democratic Gov, i Republican administration.
Ben Cayetano. "Republicans don’t believe Jn_

Fasi Who was trounced by Maui ~Taking on the tobacco companies
Mayor Linda Lingle for the Repub- or the oil companies or any other 
Hein gubernatorial. nomination, big businesspeople When they do 
said he’ll do anything to help Caye- something wrong," Cayetano said.Mid he’ll do anything to help Caye-
tario beat Lingle.

"That was my kind of crowd,” 
Fasi later told the Star-Bulletin. 
"Every ethnic group that I can 
think of was present. Probably 
every religious group was repre­
sented, too. I felt at home With 
U«m." ■
I A Republican gathering could 
hot match the diversity of last 
night's Cayetano event, Fasi said.

Last Week, Fasi, still smarting 
from what he branded as unfair 
treatment from isle Republican
Party Chairwoman Donna Alcan- 
tata, endorsed Cayetano’s re-elec­
tion bid. Fasi, the former longtime 
Honolulu maydr and self-de­
scribed “Independent," was a Dem­
ocrat, arid ’ third-party standard­
bearer before rejoining the GOP 
for his fifth unsuccessful quest for 
the governorship.

Fasi said Cayetano campaign of­
ficials Invited him to the fund-rais­
er, While he was there, he was 
escorted by Ann Kobayashi, Caye­
tano’s campaign co-chairwoman, 
who is also a former Republican, 

, Cayetano asked the crowd to 
j*help us win this campaign" by 
^touting him to their friends. .

"The Republican National Party 
smells blood. They think they can 
win this race. So they’re pouring 
money in from the mainland," Ca­
yetano added.______ _____

And for Republicans who might 
be wondering why the gas lawsuit 
was filed during the stretch run of 
a gubernatorial; .campaigns Caye­
tano said he aS governor ^h^ Id do 
the people’s work" no matter what 
the circumstances bf the timing?

Proposal would outline 
Ford Island's future

The U.S. Senate yesterday 
passed the National Defense Au­
thorization Act for fiscal year 1999 
that includes an amendment to 
create a Ford Island development 
plan.

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye called 
his amendment an important first 
step.

The development plan for Ford 
Island would incorporate a devel­
opment strategy using both appro­
priated federal funds and one or 
more public-private partnerships 
with a potential of between $550 
million to $650 million for military 
housing, active-duty require­
ments, a home for the USS Missou­
ri and a Navy promenade, Inouye 
said.

Reported by Star-Bulletin staff
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Fliers asked students 
to campaign for Tam

Somebody wants Kawananakoa 
Middle School students to wave 
signs for state Sen. Rod Tam’s re­
election campaign, but Tam says it 
may be the handiwork of “over- 
zealous supporters.”

Reports that students were giv­
en fliers to take home for parents 
to sign to give students permission 
to take part in the campaign 
caused Principal Richard Anbe to 
bristle. /

Anbe said, ul’m going to try to 
find out who initiated this, and 
why it was initiated from the 
school,"

Does he think it’s proper? “No, I 
don’t think so,” he said, “This is the 
first time I’ve come across this.”

The flier says Tam (D, down- 
town-Nuuanu), has done a lot for 
the school and its band, and pro­
vides his telephone numbers, It al­
so includes a list of times and plac­
es where students can hold signs.

Tam said he has never gone to 
schools seeking volunteers, and 
thatsuch an act would give the 
“wrong perception.”

This may have come about be­
cause an educator volunteer got 
carried away by these “excitable 
times” as the primary election 
nears, Tam said. ...

Arresting times ahead 
for Ford Island £

Once little more than a ferry and a 
brig, the facility faces big changes

By Gregg K Kakesako 
Star-Bulletin

Progress has finally caught up with the once 
isolated Navy community on Ford Island. An 
ambitious development plan for the new mil- 
lenium will mean the relocation of several 
current occupants and facilities, including the

7-year-old brig.
When the Navy opened the 120-bed prison 

facility in 1991 on the 450-acre island in the 
middle of Pearl Harbor, there was no tourist 
attraction planned on the scale of the battle­
ship USS Missouri.

There were only a few homes and Navy bar­
racks, and access was dependent upon a ferry.

“There was an awful lot of space,” said Jim 
Taylor, program coordinator at the brig for the 
past 8-1/2 years. “I think it was built here be-

PLEASE SEE FORD, A-8



AUG 28 '98 12:01PN 8.3

FORD: Population expected to
FROMA-1 

cause it is an island and because 
there was so much land and space 
available.”

But all that has changed, and 
the Navy now projects that the 
population of Ford Island — 3,000 
— will more than double in the 
next decade. ;

With the “Righty Mo” slated to 
lower its gangplank to the public 
in January, the Navy is applying 
for special congressional legisla­
tion to allow private developers to 
join in a proposed $600 million 
operation with housing, commer­
cial retail shops, restaurants and a 
museum. Beginning in the year 
2000, the Navy wants to build 500 
to 600 family units and another 
complex for 1,000 unmarried en­
listed sailors.

The plan is helped by a mile- 
long floating concrete bridge that 
now connects the island with the 
Pearl Harbor mainland.

“The housing project wasn't a 
gleam in anyone’s eyes back 
then," Taylor said.

With the encroachment of civi­
lization, the Ford Island master

66
Normally, the 

correctional custody unit 
is the last resort to save 
an individual and help 
him adjust to military 

life.
99

Jim Taylor 
program coordinator at the brig

>3
plan envisions moving the brig 
and converting the building into 
“a community support activity," 
says Navy planner Stan Yuen. 
That could be a recreation center 
or a child care center.

But any conversion will proba­
bly take place in the last phase of 
the Navy's plan, which is project­
ed to take more than a decade to 
complete. The north side of Ford
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double; brig makes way for hoi^^
Island' where the brig is located, 
will be the site of a major housing 
development.

‘The last resort’

Funding for the $8.6 million 
air-conditioned facility was ap­
proval in 1989. There are separate 
cells for 15 men and another five 
cells for women. The rest of the 
prisoners are housed in two dor- 
mitortes, each holding 25 Inmates.

Tte 40,395-square-foot facility is 
divided between the prison com­
plex and two other dormitories 
that make up the correctional 
custody unit, capable of holding 
50 iort-term offenders whose be­
havior the Navy hopes to correct.

“Normally, the correctional cus­
tody unit is the last resort to save 
an Individual and help him adjust 
to military life," Taylor said.

The intent of the Navy's 30-day 
coirectional custody program, 
Taylor said, is “to retrain young 
sailers who are in their first enlist- 
mat, but who are unable to ad- 
juito military life.”

Castody unit “awardees” are 
beNhed separately from brig pris-

oners and are separated from 
them except during Thursday 
church services. “They are given 
the basics necessary to survive in 
the military,” Taylor said, “and we 
also concentrate heavily on the 
work ethic.”

Taylor is proud of the brig’s 
correctional custody program, 
saying it has the highest success 
rate in the Navy, with 84 percent 
of awardees satisfactorily com­
pleting their enlistment without 
further disciplinary problems.

Lt. Cnidr. Hollis Kunimura, the 
brig’s executive officer, said the 
Ford Island facility holds offend­
ers from all services who are 
awaiting court-martial or whose 
sentences are less than 80 days.

It Is staffed by 80 Army, Marine 
Corps, Air Force and Navy person­
nel and four civilians. And unlike 
Hawaii’s prison system, the naval 
brig is never overcrowded, aver­
aging an inmate population of 30 
to 35 prisoners.

All military prisoners whose 
terms are longer than five years 
and any officers convicted of a 
crime are transferred to Leaven­
worth.
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Senate bill calls 
for design plan 
for Ford Island
Byjohun Yatikey
Advertiser Washington Bureau
• WASHINGTON — The 
1999 defense authorization bill 
now being debated in the Sen­
ate includes a measure that 
wblild establish a plan for a 
joint public-private develop­
ment of Ford Island.

The Senate has adopted an 
amendment that calls _ on 
Defense Secretary William 
Cohen to submit a Ford Island 
development plan and the pro­
posed legislation to authorize it 
to the President and Congress 
by Dec. 1.

The Senate is expected to 
vote on the defense authoriza­
tion hill soon. A Ford Island 
development plan would also 
require House and presidential 
approval.

“This amendment is an 
important first step," said U.S. 
Sen. Daniel Inouye, one of the 
key figures in formulating the 
development initiative.

Inouye envisions forming a 
military-civilian partnership to 
build much-needed .military 
housing, a home for the n^wly 
arrived USS Missouri battle­
ship, a Navy museum and.a 
promenade.

If successful, the arrange­
ment could become a model of 
cooperation between the mili­
tary and private industry, 
Inouye said.

The housing plans call for 
the construction of 500 to 600 
family units and quarters for

1,000 single enlisted sailors.
Such an expensive project 

would face considerable hur­
dles going through traditional 
funding channels for military 
construction. But the prospect 
of (bring considerable private 
investment should make it 
attractive to both the military 
and Congress, Inouye pre­
dicted.

One development strategy 
would be to encourage the pri­
vate construction of housing 
according to military specifica­
tions, project designers said.

A guaranteed occupancy rate 
from soldiers stationed there 
would provide the incentive 
fo? developers to invest and 
build. Costs to the military 
would be limited to sewer, 
electrical and other infrastruc­
ture improvements. Existing 
water lines leading to the 
island should be adequate, 
designers say. *

"It's a win-win situation," 
Inouye has said.

Another possibility entails 
selling other Navy property in 
Hawaii to finance the housing 
Construction, .

Ideally, this would all happen 
tinder Me Umbrella of a’Fohd 
Islahd development authority.

Similar concepts are also 
being tested at Fort Carson, 
Colo.,.and Ingleside Naval Sta­
tion, Texas.

The Defense Department has 
given the concept its blessing, 
Inouye said.

o n o 004 4 a r q AR-OQ-QQ AQ.RQDK DOO
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program eases crisis
By Carrie Higa
Adveraser Staff Writer /

University of Hawaii official^ 
predict many students from 
Asia will take advantage of a 
tew Immigration and Natural­
ization Service relief program-

The urogram allows eligible 
students on F-l visas from 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
pines. South Korea and Thai-
^^Work more than 20 hours a 
week when school is in se^

S Keep their visa status as 
part-time students. Under^a - 
nates can drop to a minimum of 
six credit hours a semester and 
graduates can drop to three

for Asian students

credit hours
a Apply for off-campus 

employment even if they have 
not been classified as F-l hold­
ers for a full academic year.

The program is meant to off­
set the decreased value of 
those countries’ currencies 
against the dollar, which could 
affect many of the 80,000 stu­
dents on F-l visas in the 
United States. Students are 
required to prove that their 
financial support comes from a 
designated-country and that 
employment is essential to 
avoid economic hardship­

Workshops ..are being held to 
inform' students about the new

program, said June Naughton, 
director of International Stu­
dent Services at UH-Manoa.

The university has about . 
students from the five countries, 
with 122 from South Korea. 
Naughton said more students 
have sought financial aid and a 
few have dropped out because 
they can't afford tuition.

Hawaii Pacific University, 
which had 170 Indonesian stu­
dents enrolled in fall 1998, also 
thinks fewer students will 
return, and Nancy Ellis, vice 
president of student support 
services, noted that applications 
from students ‘from Indonesia 
have dropped slightly.

UH student Edin Sarwin, 27, 
has a scholarship from the Asian 
Development Bank through the 
East-West Center which covers 
tuition and living expenses as 
she pursues an MBA.

The scholarship, however, 
also requires her to return to 
her Indonesia home for at least 
two years after she graduates 
next May. But Sarwin thinks 
the economy needs three to 
five years to recover. Its 
going to be tough,” she said o. 
her return. “There are just too 
many uncertainties.”

Rocky Purba, 29, doesn t 
plan to return to Indonesia tor 
five years. The Brigham Young

University-Hawaii student is 
transferring to the less expen­
sive Utah campus while he 
works toward his master's 
degree in electrical engineer- 
mg. ,

Purba and his family cur­
rently are living off savings 
and his wife's Income. While 
Purba said he may apply for 
the relief program in Utah, he 
isn’t too worried.

Economic problems hap­
pened in my parents lifetime 
three or four times, so somehow 
we got used to it," he said. .Like 
any other Indonesian, we say, 
well, it's lucky. Everything is 
lucky, no matter how bad it is.”

R = 98% 202 224 4059 06-29-98 03:52PM P037 #32
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• Plan for devgfopmg :
. ford Island dtsa Dec. 1

®ena£s lies adopted an 
Sv nf CaUlne On the ^€cre- 
S Defense to submit a plan 
FnrrtV i1 deval°Pinent of
Ford Island, U.S. Sen. Daniel 
Inouye said.

™“a.""y «“"»d .

The development would incor­
porate federal and private funds 
and could involve between $5550 
million to $650 million.

The act must still dees the fun, 
Senate, a House-Senate confer- ' 
ence and a final vote by the fuir 
House and Senate before H goes to 
the president. -goes to

Telescope’s minw to take 3-day
ByRod Thompson^ 

.Big Island correspondent

HILO — The Gemini Tele­
scope's 26-f oat-wide mirror will 
begin a three-day trip from Ka- 
waihae Harbor to the summit of 
Mauna Kea starting tomorrow! 
operations manager Jim Kennedy 
announced.

Project officials hope to have 
the mirror installed and receiving

“first light,” its first useful obser­
vation, by mid-Deeember, he said.

The mirror, technically 8 me­
ters in diameter, is in a 31-foot­
wide box.

The warehouse at Kawaihae 
didn’t have a door big enough for 
it to fit through, so a hole had to 
be cut in the side of the metal 
building with torches, Kennedy 
Said.

To take the mirror out, the hole

journey to Mauna Kea summit
will have to be recut today, he 
said.

The boxed mirror will be placed 
on a special truck and driven at 5 
mph along Queen Kaahumanu 
Highway, through Waikoloa, up 
to the Saddle Road and then to the 
summit.

About once an hour, the trans­
portation crew will find a wide 
spot in the road to pull over and 
let traffic go by,

Signs have already been posted 
along the route advising motorists 
to select alternate routes.

The telescope dome at the sum­
mit is virtually complete, and the 
telescope structure is-already in­
side! Kennedy said.

But the mirror still needs a 
microscopically thin coating of 
aluminum to make it reflective, 
and the aluminizing chamber still 
has to be tested,

R = 98% 202 224 4059 06-25-98 07:34PM P003 «0 1
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Task force tallying cost <
; , By Helen Altonn^t 

Star^Bulletin *

'A task force hopes .to have'final 
figures by the end of next week on 
costs to ship medical waste to 
California,

“This doesn’t just necessarily re­
flect Matson’s cost," said Richard 
E. Meiers, Healthcare Association 
of Hawaii president and chief ex­
ecutive officer. “We’re finding out 
there are many additional costs.”

Nine Oahu hospitals arranged to 
ship pathological and chemothera­
py waste to an Oakland disposal 
facility when community concerns 
forced Castle Medical Center to

stop burning all the waste in its 
Kailua incinerator Feb. 1.

Gov. Ben Cayetano approved aa 
emergency request to destroy 
about 18,000 pounds of pathologi­
cal waste in the Agriculture De­
partment’s Halawa Incinerator 
when the hospitals began running 
out of freezer space.

The material consisted'largdy of 
placentas from, births.

The burning ended Monday, 
about five days earlier than expec­
ted, Meiers said.

The association paid all costs of 
the project and has hired, a compa­
ny used by the state to service the 
incinerator, Meiers said.

“WeTe so appreciative of the

governor doing this, and taking 
the pressure off, we want to make 
sure we leave it in top-notch condi­
tion. The staff out there has been 
absolutely wonderful.”

Meanwhile, Matson and the as­
sociation, which represents the 
hospitals, are trying to fine-tune 
shipment plans and iron out prokH 
lems causing delays, Meiers said.

Reached yesterday by telephone 
in Oregon where he is on business, 
Meiers said some new costs sur­
faced Tuesday at a meeting of the 
association's task force with ven­
dors and Matson Navigation Co. 
officials from San Francisco,

He said the costs and other de­
tails must be verified, such as the

shipping medical waste
size of the containers and differ­
ences in shipping pathological and 
chemotherapy waste.

“We’re trying to find out what 
the hidden costs are going to be.” 

. Matson’s start-up fee will be 
$20,000 and a special refrigerated 
container coaid cost §30,000, he 
said.

. The Department of Transporta­
tion also has to inspect loads, he 
said.

“There are all kinds of costs 
none of us expected when we 
started talking about this thing.”

He said the task force hopes to 
present final costs to hospital chief 
executive officers late next week.

If they’re “ridiculously high,” he

said, “in good consciences we'll 
have to say ‘Wait a minute.1"

But Meiers added, “Matson has 
been very supportive and we are 
appreciative of their dedication to 
helping us.”

Sue Slavish, Queen's- Medical 
Center’s infection control coordi­
nator who chairs the task force, 
said the Tuesday meeting was to 
update information and finalize 
the process with all the players.

“It was a very, very informative 
meeting. They shared a lot of good 
information with us.”'

No new schedule was set for 
shipments, she said.

Initially, a dry run was sched­
uled June 18, with the first ship­

ment later this month.
"It's been very fluid for a num­

ber of reasons,” Slavish said.
Additional costs and steps to 

complete arrangements occurred 
as Matson determined how to han­
dle the shipments to meet state 
and federal regulations, she said.

The task force has no alternative 
to shipping the waste to a main­
land disposal facility, she said. 
“But we've got all these different 
companies out there waiting to 
help us look at alternatives.”

Storage of chemotherapy waste 
now is becoming “a significant 
problem,” she said.

“That is why we're hoping to get 
squared away (on the shipments).”

R = 98% 202 22 4- 4059 06-25-98 07:34PM P004 #01
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Co-development seen
By Scott Ishikawa
Advertiser Central Oahu Bureau

SCHOFIELD BARBACKS 
— A partnership of public and 
private developers will likely 
control the $500 million con­
struction of new facilities on 
Ford Island, military officials 
told a recent advisory group 
meeting between the military 
and the Oahu community.

The task force, represented by 
members of the City Council 
and city administration, commu­
nity leaders and Armed Forces 
officials, meets quarterly to re­
view military issues.

The Military Affairs Advisory 
Task Force was formed in 1995 
so that all branches of the mili­
tary, business groups and the
City Council could discuss up­
coming events, projects and pro-

grams, said its chairman, city 
Councilman John Henry Felix.

Tt enhances promoting a col­
laborative and cooperative rela­
tionship between all parties and 
ensures that the military com­
munity is an integral part of the 
total community,” Felix said.

Navy Capt John Shrewbury 
and Pearl Harbor engineer Stan­
ford Yuen said a 12-year, $500 
million development project 
would build homes for military 
personnel, along with a com­
mercial center, and possibly a 
small hotel.

Yuen said a Ford Island De­
velopment Authority would 
govern the development. The 
authority awaits congressional 
approval, which could be only 
weeks away.

The Ford Island bridge that 
opened last month will allow

for lorn isiana
contractors access to the once- 
isolated island. •

Shrewbury said the Navy’s 
recreation division is also con­
sidering making the Ford Island 
bridge fun run a yearly event. 
About 7,000 people registered 
for the 10K run/walk across the 
bridge last month.

Other military issues Included: 
a RIMPAC military exercises.

Navies of six nations are sched­
uled to converge on Pearl Har­
bor in early July. More than 
30,000 sailors came ashore dur­
ing the last exercise, in 1996.

S Ferry plans. Tom Billings of 
the Oahu Economic Develop­
ment Board said a commuter 
ferry system connecting Pearl 
Harbor to downtown Honolulu 
and Waikiki is tentatively set to 
start in September. Billings said 
the ferry would connect at some

point on the Navy base.
The project, operated by Pa­

cific Marine, is already 75 per­
cent funded and would use high­
speed craft capable of carrying 
as many as 149 passed gers each.

a Training site. The Army is 
still negotiating with Campbell 
Estate over the purchase of 
8,200 acres of land in Kahuku 
currently used for combat train­
ing. The Army h^ been on a 
year-to-year lease since the 
long-term lease expired years 
ago. The Army conducts jungle­
warfare and close air-support 
training there.

$ Base renovation. Schofield 
Barracks is continuing its con­
struction and renovation of vari; 
ous barracks around-the Central 
Oahu base. Some of the original 
living quarters date back to the 
World War I era, ••

R = 97% 202 224 4059 A5-13-QR 09-42PM PO11 it 1 O
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bi avy dedicates Ford Isle bridge
The link is the first step in a 

development plan for the island

. By Gregg K. Kakesako 
• Star-Bulletin

After a quarter century of planning, the 
: Navy this morning dedicated the nearly mile- 
• long bridge connecting Ford Island with the 
- rest of Pearl Harbor.
. Sen. Daniel Inouye, who wrote special con- 
•■gressional legislation authorizing the Navy to 
sell Pearl City properties in return for mqney 
to build the bridge, this morning described it 
-as “an example of partnership, cooperation 
and friendship between the people of Hawaii 

-‘and our military leaders.”
“It is a symbolic bond that stretches one 

•.mile and ties two communities together." said 
Inouye in his prepared remarks.

Access to the 450-acre island will increase 
the Pearl Harbor Naval Complex by 50 per­

-cent, from 800 to 1,200 acres and stimulate a 
‘major development plan for military housing. 
\ The $500 million plan, which includes 500 
-iomes for Navy personnel, a learning center, 
a Navy museum and a military hotel, will be 
bulk over the next decade.

The plan hinges on congressional funding 
proposal now pending before Congress and 
calls for major participation by private devel- 

,-opers.
Inouye said the proposed Ford Island Devel­

opmental Plan between the public and pri- 
-vate sector should be viewed as “a national 

= development model for the 21st century.”

“It will utilize Hawaii business expertise,” 
Inouye said. “It will mean jobs for our work­
ers and will result in an island we can all be 
very proud of.”

The 4,700-foot-long and 46-foot-wide bridge 
is one of only six concrete floating bridges in

Daniel 
Inouye

, the world. Four are locate 
’ ed in Washington area 

and one in Canada.
Named after Adm. Ber­

nard “Chick" Clarey, a for­
mer Pacific Fleet com­
mander, the $78 million 
bridge has been a project 
of the Naval Facilities En­
gineering Command and 
was designed by Parsons 
Brinckerhoff and con­
structed by Dillingham- 
Manson.

Inouye recalled that af­
ter Clarey retired from the Navy 25 years ago 
he made Hawaii his home and “served as a 
bridge, tying the past to the present, and 
helping to bring the military and civilian 
communities together" serving as an execu­
tive with Bank of Hawaii, in the Boy Scouts, 
the Hawaii Heart Association and other com­
munity groups.

His widow, Jean, helped to unveil the 
plaque dedicating the bridge to one of the 
Navy's highest decorated naval officers.

The Clarey Ford Island Bridge features a 
650-foot-wide drawbridge in the middle for 
marine traffic, such as an aircraft carrier.

Construction began in January 1996.

R = 98% 202 224 4059 04-15-98 06:10PM P002 #30
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Ford Island bridg^
T

HE Ford Island bridge, which opened today, will not only 
be a convenience for island residents who have been de­
pendent on ferry service. It will make possible more in­
tensive use of the 450-acre island in Pearl Harbor.

The Navy has a development plan for the island that calls 
for 500 homes for naval personnel, a learning center, a museum 
and a hotel to be built over the next decade. In addition, visitor 
access to the decommissioned battleship Missouri, due here 
this year from the West Coast, is expected to he from the island.

None of that would be possible without the $78 million 
bridge, which has been envisioned for a quarter of a century. 
This is a concrete floating bridge, one of six in the world. Con­
struction finally began in January 1996 after the binding prob­
lem was solved through the sale of Navy property in Pearl City 
to the city and county. Senator Inouye, who drafted the bill au­
thorizing the sale, was the keynote speaker at the dedication 
ceremonies. '

There is a drawbridge ih the middle of the structure for ma* 
vine traffic, which when retracted will create a space large 
enough to let an aircraft carrier through. Because no aircraft 
carriers are berthed at Pearl Harbor, the Navy plans to open 
the drawbridge only three times a year, mainly for ceremonial 

* occasions and maintenance. Unless, of course, war breaks out.

R = 97% 202 224 4059 04-15-98 06:10PM P003 #30
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By Win Hoover *yyd*
Advertiser Staff Writet /*•

FORD ISLAND — As the 
sun set last night, about 60 
residents-, got together. Ur 
hoist a ^Farewell to Ford 
Island" toast The occasion . 
marked alast hurrah for ■ 
what .these folks regard as 
the island’s special charm 
and unique tranquility -

That WilLend today at 10 • 4 
a.m,, .they say, with the 
opening of the $80 million, 
4,700-foot-long bridge con- ;
necting Ford Island to the $
rest of. Oahu, And, metaphori-1 
cally, the reat of .the 20th ;'
century. . '

♦ * •

? “This wfli be Ford Island’s 
| second day dfinfamy, " said 
J Marilyn Clifton- who•, - 
I dreamed up /the farewell' 
I .toast. >
। . Clifton, of. course, was 
) referring to.thelsland’s first 
| and'foremost day of.infamy;, , 
। Dec. 7, 19417when Ford 
1 Island, and America’s naval 
f fleet were bombed by the 
r Japanese. . .
r But .as far as she and some 
| of her neighbors are con-' 
‘ cerned, April.15,1998,.is the 
• date they’ve dreaded most.

From now on, dates associ­
ated with Ford Island could

See Bridge, Page A8

FROM PAGE ONE_________ _

be classified either BB or AB 
(Before or After Bridge).

Before the bridge, the only 
access to Ford Island was by 
ferry. It was restricted to mili­
tary personnel, their families 
and friends, and limited to cer­
tain launch times. A military 
pecking order also dictated who 
would be first in line.

Delays were common, and it 
wasn’t always easy to making 
connections. Consequently, Ford 
Island’s population remained 
sparse, which only added to its 
sense of peace and security.

Now, says Larry Hill, an 
island resident who is president 
of the Ford Island Historic 
Preservation Society, many 
worry that increased traffic will 
forever change the island's laid- 
back atmosphere.

"On weekends and after 4 
p.m., you have to have a special 
sticker to get on the island from 
the bridge," Hill said, "But 
you’ve got to remember that, 
during the week, anybody with 
a Department of Defense sticker 
can get on the island. So, basi­
cally it’s wide-open."

gWe joked about wearing 
black — our mourning outfits," 
Clifton said. "We’ve really lost a 
way of life. The serenity of Ford 
Island could be gone."

And — except for that 
moment when it ushered Amer­
ica into World War H — Ford 
Island has remained a serene 
place where time stood still.
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Witnout a Bridge, development 
on the island was considered out 
of the question.

For now, the 450-acre island is 
home to about 100 people living 
in three dozen quaint family cot­
tages for officers and their fami­
lies, plus an additional 200 or so 
enlisted sailors in barracks.

Long-range plans call for the 
construction of 500 new homes 
and housing for 1,000 enlisted 
sailors, not to mention a 50-acre 
commercial center with muse­
ums, theaters and restaurants.

It's all too much for sdme’to 
accept.

“We’re in denial," said Eva 
Malagon, wife of Navy Cmdr. 
Manuel Malagon. 'It’s not really 
going to happen/

But, there's no denying it. The 
reality hit Malagon last Satur­
day when some 6,500 runners 
participating in a race across the 
new bridge traipsed past her 
home at Quarters T, which faces 
the Arizona Memorial from a 
direction that, until now, few 
others ever got to see.

"I'm not ready for my home to

become a tourist attraction/ she 
said.

"The secret’s over/ said 
Nancy Smith, wife of Capt. Rick 
Smith, president of the commu­
nity association at Ford Island. 
Smith said some residents “don't 
want to be here when the 
onslaught begins.

“Until now, being on Ford 
Island was like going back in 
time. That will change. It’s not 
going to happen right away, but 
it’s inevitable. The future is run­
ning right into the past/

Smith and Malagon speak of

Ford Island In wistful, near- 
poetic terms,

“We have spectacular views/ 
said Malagon. “The beauty of 
this place is in taking a walk at 
sunset. It's the peacefulness. It’s 
the security. It's like being part 
of an oil painting/

Added Smith: “At night, it’s 
breathtaking. There is a blan­
ket of twinkling lights over 
Aiea. And it's silent. And you 
look out across the water and 
see where all the other people 
are living/’

Still, perpetual tranquility can

be vexing to the teenage resi­
dents of the island, some of 
whom have complained that 
there’s little to do and that the 
ferry system's a pain. Many of 
the barracks sailors agreed, and 
some of the families said they 
couldn't wait for the coming of 
the bridge.

After two years of con­
stantly struggling to make 
ferry connections, Lt. Patrick 
Holub and his wife, Jennifer, ' 
call the bridge is “a godsend/

“I agree with my neighbors 
that the bridge will really, 
really change the tranquility/ 
said Jennifer Holub, an 
employment specialist at the- 
Kahala Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel. “But, with a small child 
and a full-time job, from a 
practicality standpoint, it’s 
worth it/

Even Marilyn Clifton admit­
ted that she and her husband, 
Marine Col. Dave Clifton, 
realize the bridge will make 
life on one of America’s most 
historic pieces of real estate 
far more convenient.

“But at a.price/ she said.
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Span opens up
Advertiser Staff

Oahu’s latest engineering 
marvel, the 4,70(Moot-lorrg 
Ford Island causeway and 
retractable pontoon bridge, 
built in a little more than two 
years for about $80 million, 
will be dedicated today.

The bridge, which will link 
Ford Island directly with the 
rest of Oahu, replaces a quaint 
but inefficient ferry system. It 
will open up the island for 
future development of housing 
and additional Navy facilities 
and programs.

The island represents an 
almost 50 percent increase to 
the land available within the 
Pearl Harbor complex.

A conceptual plan for Ford 
Island that looks 10 to 12 years 
into the future calls for:

■ Existing and new opera-

Ford Island for

tionai facilities on the south 
side of the island with a pro-
posed historic/cultural com­
plex along the southern coast­
line.

a A large, open park In the 
center.

■ Family housing on the 
north side of the island.

Plans call for the aircraft 
landing strip, currently leased 
by the state for “touch-and-go” 
landing practice by light 
planes, to be phased out as 
development of the island pro­
ceeds, said Stan Yuen, deputy 
engineer for the Pearl Harbor 
Facilities Engineering Office.

Navy officials said the bridge 
is believed to be one of only 
six retractable, floating pon­
toon bridges in the world. 
There are four others in the 
Seattle area and one in
Canada

Navy arranges bus tours 
for public this afternoon

The Navy is inviting the 
public to a bus tour of Ford 
Island today from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. The Advertiser incor­
rectly reported that the tours 
would take place yesterday.

The 40-minute tours are 
offered in conjunction with 
the dedication and opening of 
the Ford Island Bridge.

The tour features view 
points including air raid shel­
ters, the old air station run-

way and '.the USS Utah 
Memorial. The bridge, part of 
the Pearl Harbor Naval Com­
plex, isn’t open to the public.

Tour buses will depart 
from the Ford Island ferry 
landing between the USS 
Arizona Memorial Visitors 
Center and .the USS Bowfin 
Museum.

For more information, call 
the Naval Base Public Affairs 
Office at 471^281.

At the heart of the bridge’s 
engineering is a 930-foot-long 
floating pontoon that retracts

toward Aloha Stadium to cre­
ate a 650-foot-wide opening for 
large ships. A system of cables
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additional housing
and pulleys moves the*^^^g 

section under a section of ele-
vated causeway,

The bridge requires about 20 
minutes to open, 22 minutes to 
close and can be operated by a 

‘single person in a control 
tower near the bridge’s mid­
point. The process is computer­
operated and has two built-in 
fail-safe systems to prevent 
mishaps.

A sign in the operator’s 
tower says the bridge is not to 
be operated in winds higher 
than 53 mph.

LL Pete O’Hara of the 
Pacific Division, Naval Facili­
ties Engineering Command, 
said winds above that ..would 
cause high stress loads and 
could damage the bridge. It is 
designed to withstand winds 
of up to 100 mph in a fixed 
position.

As smoothly as the new 
bridge operates, it likely will 
be used only three or four 
times a year, since ships can 
enter or leave Pearl Harbor 
without rounding Ford Island, 
O’Hara said.

The bridge will be used 
when the harbor is especially 
crowded, as happens during 
multinational training ener­
cises, or when visiting aircraft 
carriers must leave the harbor 
during kona wind conditions. 
Navy officials said.

The bridge will be open only 
to drivers with a Department 
of Defense sticker on their 
cars. ‘During late evening and 
early morning hours, drivers 
also will need a special Ford 
Island sticker to help maintain 
security on the island.
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House approves
4.5% excise tax
By William Kresttak 
and Kevin Dayton /r^ 
Advertiser Capitol Bureau *

Despite last-ditch efforts to 
rewrite the measure on the 
floor, House members yesterday 
approved a bill to raise the state 
general excise tax from its cur­
rent 4 percent to 4.5 percent

House Republicans tried to 
rewrite the tax package through 
a floor amendment, but the 
excise tax increase and an 
income tax cut was approved 28­
23 by the majority Democrats,

The Republican amendment 
would have deleted the excise 
tax but left the proposed income 
tax cut intact

In the Senate, lawmakers on 
several occasions noted that, 
unlike the House, they had put 
together a proposed balanced 
state budget for the coming fis­
cal year that begins July 1 — a 
plan that doesn’t require a gen­
eral excise tax increase.

"They cut funds out of educa­
tion, they cut funds out of direct 
services to people, they cut peo­
ple’s jobs, and yet they still raise 
taxes,* Senate Ways and Means 
Co-Chairwoman Roz Baker CD- 
West Maui, Molokai, Lanai) said 
of the House in a speech from 
the Senate floor,

In contrast, the Senate budget 
proposal “is in tune with the 
overwhelming sentiment — not

only just in this body but in the 
community — that a tax 
increase is the wrong approach 
and this is the wrong time for a 
tax increase,” Baker said.

Lawmakers yesterday voted 
on hundreds of bills to move 
them along for further consider­
ation. Bills that the two sides 
disagree on will end up in 
House-Senate conference com­
mittees, where negotiators will 
try to work out differences.

The conference committee 
deliberations begin next week. 
The legislative session is sched­
uled to end May 5.

Strong language on the House

See Budget, Page AT
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Bridge opens path to
By Gregg K. Kakesako^^ 

Star-Bulletin

The nearly one-mile span from 
Kamehameha Highway to Ford 
Island becomes a reality tomor­
row, one month and a day ahead of 
schedule after a quarter-century 
of planning.

The 4,700-foot-long and 46-foot­
wide bridge is one of only six 
concrete floating bridges in the 
world. Four are located in the 
Seattle area and one in Canada,

Named after Adm. Bernard 
“Chick” Clarey, a former Pacific 
Fleet commander, the $78 million 
bridge has been a project of the 
Naval Facilities Engineering Com­
mand and was designed by Par­
sons Brinckerhoff and construct­
ed by Dillingham-Manson.

Construction began in January 
1996. The foundations consist of 
24-(nch octagonal pre-stressed con­
crete piles, which the bridge’s de­
signer, Parsons Brinckerhoff, said 
are the largest and the highest 
load capacity pile size manufac­
tured in Hawaii.

The bridge features a 650-foot­
wide drawbridge in the middle for 
marine traffic.

The 930-foot floating pontoon 
sections had to be towed from 
Washington and were installed 
during the summer of 1997.

The section is drawn by two 
winches located on the south side 
of the bridge.

Two transition ramps connect 
the fixed portion of the bridge 
with the floating drawspan on pon­
toons.

The retractable pontoon section,

which slides under the Halawa end 
of the bridge, will create a 630- 
foot-wide section large enough to 
allow an aircraft carrier through.

Lt. Pete O'Hara, construction 
manager, said the Navy plans to 
open the bridge, only three times1 a 
year, mainly for maintenance pur­
poses and special occasions, since 
there are no aircraft carriers 
berthed at Pearl Harbor.

Within the fixed arched sections 
of the bridgeare openings that are 
100 feet wide, and 30 feet high.

Stanf ordTuen, the Navy’s depu­
ty engineer, said the bridge will 
move a $500 million Ford Island 
development plan.closer-to reality. 
The plih envisions 500 homes for 
Navy personnel, a learning center, 
a Navy museum and a military 
hotel to be built on the 430-acre 
island over the next decade.

A 1967 Navy study recom­
mended three methods: a bridge, a 
tunnel and. a rubble-filled.1 cause­
way. ' . _

A $25 million causeway proposal 
was included in the 1976 military 
construction budget but was never 
carried out because it was too 
expensive.

Other proposals included: a steel 
swinging-gate bridge, a hinged 
concrete bridge, a fixed causeway, 
a sunken tube tunnel, an elevated 
bridge, a vertical-lift bridge and a 
bascule bridge.

But cost always proved to be a 
major factor, until Sen. Daniel 
Inouye drafted special legislation 
authorizing the Navy to sell Pearl 
City properties in return for funds 
to build the bridge.

He will be the keynote, speaker, 
at tomorrow morning’s dedication
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Ford Island development

ceremonies. Navy land, at Manana, and Pearl
In 1991. the city and the Navy City junction. - Those., funds, were 

reached an agreement where the then used to build the bridge and' 
city would pay $109 million for replacement ’warehoused •.
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Bridge
><First crossing:
v ‘'' Wednesday

■ Cost: $78 million
■ Length: 4,700 feet
M Width: 46 feet
H Features: 930-foot-long 

pontoon section, two- 
vehicle lanes, bike path

• and sidewalk
■ Primary contractor: 

Dillingham-Manson
9 Ground broken: Jan.

10,1996

With a new onage in place,;those who live 
or work on the island will no longer 

have to work around ferry schedules

By Gregg k. KakesAko*^
Star-Bulletin

OR decades since World War II, the only lifeline< 
to the 450-kct&’ to of Pearl T
Harbor his been the ferry. , •

The more than 45 naval > families and 3,000
civilian workers who live and work on- Ford Island 
depend on the ferry, synchronizing their daily routines 
to its schedule. .

But on Wednesday, all that Mil c6me to a halt as the 
Navy dedicates and opens the $78 million, hearly 1-mile- 
long Adm. Bernard "Chick’' Clarey Bridge afid retires the 
Ford Island ferry fleet.

The bridge, named after the man Who.was commander 
in chief of the Pacific Fleet when he retired froth the 
Navy in 1972, will connect Ford Island to Kamehameha 
Highway at the eastbound Salt Lake Boulevard intersec­
tion. ,

"When the bridge opens,” says retired f^avy Master 
PLEASE SEE FERRIES, A-5
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Two vessels provide the service;
■ The *Waa:Hele Honoa" CYFB* 

83), which translated from Hawai- 
• ian means “canoe go to land," was 

pressed into service on March 3, 
1961. • .

It is the older and the, larger of 
the two vessels.at 181‘feet, and can 
carry 750 people and S3'vehicles;

■ The *Moko Holo Hele" (YFB- 
87), which means “boat go back 
and forth,” was acquired on. May 

• 25,1970, for $1.1. million. It is 162 
feet long and has a-capacity of ‘42 
vehicles and 750 people.

■ The Mbko Holo Hele was the 
only ferry equipped with a toilet, 
but it was later removed in favor 
of more storage space and because 
it was seldom used, since the run 
to Ford Island was only 16 miles.

The Waa Hele Honoa was origi­
nally called the Delaware Valley 
and was built in 1949 for use on

the Delaware River. The Navy 
acquired it in 1959 for $274,000 and 
shipped it to Pearl Harbor two 
years later.

Keck said once the ferry opera­
tion ceases, both vessels will be 
sealed up and stored at Pearl 
Harbor's inactive ship facility in 
Middle Loch.

Both the USS Missouri Museum 
Association and the Maritime Mu­
seum, as well as the Washington 
state ferry system, have expressed 
interest in purchasing the ferries, 
Keck said.

•Although the ferry operations 
will cease Wednesday, Keck said 
that Pearl Harbor's water trans­
portation command will still oper­
ate Its fleet of six tour boats and 12 
smaller, 50-foot “gray” boats, 
which provide shuttle service be­
tween Ford Island and various 
points in Pearl Harbor.

Ford Island has a checkered, colorful past
BY GREGG.K. KAKESAW 

Star-Bulletin.

Accessible only' by :afr- or by 
boat, Ford Island Is surrounded 
by a mystique reflecting its past 
and the attack on Pearl Harbor 
57 years ago; .

Its empty armories;, spiraling 
air tower and rusted ships, how­
ever, soon will be ^replaced as 
the Navy begins'an ambitious 
12-year'plan which it hopes will 
mean more, housing’, a Navy mu­
seum complex and ..tourist at­
traction, and a hotel,

Ancient Hawaiians called 
Ford Island Moku-umeume,; — 
the isle(of attraction. It is named 
after Dr. Seth Ford, a. Boston 
physician who practiced medi­
cine at the Hawaiian Insane. Asy­
lum and the U.S. Marine Hospi­
tal from 1861-1866.. . .... 1

Wheti Ford died, .the island 
was sold to the Honolulu Planta­
tion. Crops, of watermelons and 
sugar cane covered the island 
before the U5. Army purchased 
it during World ’.War I for

$236,000 from the Li Estate. It 
was transferred to the Naw in 
1923, J

At the height of World War n 
more than 40,000 people lived 
and worked on the 450aere is­
land.

Fifty pre-World War II planta­
tion-style homes still dot the 
island. Presidents Franklin D, 
Roosevelt, John F, Kennedy and 
George Bush were guests there.

The Navy’s plan would in­
crease by more than 50 percent 
Pearl Harbor’s land space.

Navy planners say the island's 
residential and daytime popula­
tion of 3,000 could double under 
the proposed development The 
Navy and the Army now main­
tain about a dozen different 
facilities on Ford Island, includ­
ing the brig.

The $500 million project, 
which needs congressional ap­
proval to establish the Ford Is­
land Development Activity, in­
volves a unique military-civilian 
partnership.

“The change would allow the

Navy to deal more directly with 
the business community,” said 
Sanford Yuen, Pearl Harbor’s 
deputy engineer.

The Navy hopes to lease 100 
acres on the north side of the 
island to a developer who would 
build units and collect rent from 
600 Navy families.

The south side of the island 
would continue to house exist­
ing Navy activities. The buffer 
zone in the middle of the island, 
now the site of Luke Field, 
would be developed into a large 
open air park.

Other provisions of the mas­
ter plan unveiled last year in­
clude quarters for 500 to 1,000 
enlisted sailors and officers; a 
Navy Lodge, a military hotel, on 
the west end of the island, and a 
$50 million Navy museum com­
plex, Navy Square, complete 
with retail shops and restau­
rants. One of its anchor points 
would be the battleship USS 
Missouri, which it to be towed 
here from the Pacific North­
west this summer,

. t ' 
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B Cost; $78 million' 
a Length: 4,700 feet
B Width: 46 feet 
3 Opens: Wednesday

Map
area t

Ford Island bridge

Keck, Pearl.Harbor’s water trans­
portation officer for the past 
three years, said he faces the 
closing of the ferry service with 
“mixed feelings.”

“It's sad to see it go away," said 
Keck, “since It’s a piece of history. 
It’s the buffer to the outside 
world.

“But the opening of the bridge 
means convenience. You don’t 
have to center your life around a ‘ 
ferry schedule.”

Many of the residents use the 
12-minute ferry ride to socialize 
and to catch up on what is going 
on in the close-knit Navy commu’ 
nity, Keck said.

Ford Island neighbors plan to 
show their appreciation for the 
ferry's crews with a party as part 
of the “last ferry ride.”

“The daily ferry ride also gave . 
you a chance to collect your 
thoughts and plan your day,” 
Keck added.

Besides shuttling Ford Island 
residents and workers, the ferry is 
the only means to carry supplies 
and repair crews to the island.

Two vessels have kept the ferry . 
operation on schedule for nearly 
22 hours daily.

The ferry is shut down for only 
2% hours each day to allow its 
crew of four to perform mainte-

Commuters 
will send crew 
off with a party

FROMA-1
Chief Jim Taylor, “it will free me 
to a lot of things I can’t do now... 
like going to lunch without having 
to take an hour and a half off.”

Taylor, 59, retired from the Na­
vy after 33 years of service and six 
years ago went to work as pro­
grams officer for the Navy brig, 
which was relocated to Ford Is­
land four years ago.

“I enjoy the (ferry) ride,” said 
Taylor, who commutes daily.

“It’s really not that bad. I have to 
fight the H-l traffic every morn­
ing from Makakilo and the break 
is nice,”

The Navy brig is just one of a 
dozen military activities now lo­
cated on the island. Its biggest 
component with 350 military and 
civilian employees is the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service, 
which handles the military’s bills 
in Hawaii.

XVnt Of ficer • Mark
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Navy proposal would
transform Ford Island

major development on Ford Is- Reject under our timetable. We 

land after decades of tranquili-
By Scott Ishikawa
Advertiser Central Oahu Bureau

PEARL HARBOR — Navy 
officials yesterday unveiled 
more details of the proposed de­
velopment of Ford Island, in­
cluding Navy housing, histori­
cal museums, a conference cen­
ter and a small hotel.

But Navy engineer Stanford 
Yuen said the construction 
timetable depends on congres­
sional legislation for a public­
private partnership to develop 
the 12-year, $500 million-$600 
million project. The Ford Island 
bridge connecting the island to 
the rest of Oahu is scheduled to 
open April 15 and will allow

The legislation would create a 
“Ford Island Development Au­
thority” that would allow local 
businesses to help develop the 
island as early as next year. Lo­
cal business associations such 
as the Chamber of Commerce of 
Hawaii plan to travel to Wash­
ington, D.C., later this month to 
lobby for the measure.

"In the traditional funding, 
we would lobby for Department 
of Defense dollars and get the 
funding through increments,” 
Yuen said. “But with shrinking 
funding, we're going to have to 
find other ways to build the

want this project to be a win­
win situation for the Navy and 
the state?

Yuen said plans for Ford Is­
land include:

■ 600 new homes for Navv 
families now living at other mil­
itary housing areas on Oahu. 
Another 1,000 unmarried enlist-
ea sailors also will live on the 
island.

■ A 50-acre commercial 
"Navy Square" that would in­
clude retail shops and restau­
rants to support the five histori­
cal museums and visitor centers 
at Pearl Harbor. They are the

See Ford, Page B4
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Ford: More homes, visitor centers planned
FROM PAGE Bl

USS Arizona Memorial, the 
USS Missouri (to be moored 
there this summer), the USS 
Bowfin submarine Shd museum, 
the Pacific War Memorial Asso­
ciation and the Pearl Harbor 
Aviation Museum.

■ Converting Luke Airfield at 
the center of the island into a 
park. The airfield park would 
buffer the commercial/museum 
area from family housing on the 
other end of the island.

■ A conference center at the
west end of the island, along 
with a small hotel. Yuen said the

Ford Island hotel could comple­
ment the Hale Koa military 
complex at Fort DeRussy.

Yuen said it is hoped the first 
of three phases of construction 
would start next year with 175 
homes and the development of 
historical visitor centers, such as 
the USS Missouri.

The second phase to begin in 
2003 would include 200 homes 
and the conference center.

Chamber of Commerce of 
Hawaii president Stanley Hong 
said the project would be "a shot 
in the arm" for Hawaii's stag­
nant economy, particularly the 
construction industry.

“We're looking at a boost in 
jobs, building materials and re­
tail goods and services,” said • 
Hong, whose organization has • 
5,000 members, 90 percent of! 
them in small business. “They're 
building a small city there. The 
conference center and Navy 
Square is going to bring in more 
visitors and create more retail 
jobs in the long run.”

Although there could be no 
guarantee a Mainland contractor 
would hire local subcontractors 
for the project, Yuen and Hong 
said provisions and'incentives in ! 
the contract would encourage 
the practice.

Tower desecrates 
ridge, OHA says
By Jan TenBrtiggencate 
Advertiser Kauai Bureau

LIHUE, Kauai — The-Of­
fice of Hawaiian Affairs this 
week told the. Federal Com­
munications Commission that 
the Stangl Broadcasting ra­
dio tower, which was erected 
last weekend atop Ha'upu 
Ridge, violates a Hawaiian 
sacred place.

The 250-foot tower extends 
to 1,300 feet above sea level 
and 200 feet above the edge 
of the ridge line, which in 
Hawaiian legend separates 
the terrain of Pele, the fire 
goddess, and Kamapua'a, the 
demigod who could take the 
shape of a pig.

“We believe Ha'upu Ridge

is a waAi kapu (a sacred 
place) and.that placement of 
this 250-foot tower and blink­
ing red light bn the ridge is a 
sacrilege. We believe place­
ment of this pula kaumaka 
(something which sticks in 
the eye) on Ha'upu mocks 
our Hawaiian customs and 
traditions, defiles our spiritu­
al and cultural beliefs, and 
signals complete and utter 
contempt for our history and 
those beliefs we hold most 
dear,” wrote OHA adminis­
trator Randall Ogata and 
Land Division officer Colin 
Kippen.

Furthermore, erecting the

See Page B4
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MY TURN
By Burl Burlingame

Using ferries to transport 
visitors to new Ford Island 

museums would preserve a part 
of Pearl Harbor history, too

S a kid in high school, I had 
friends who lived on Ford Island, 
and we’d ride the ferry to get 
there. Ford Island was always a 

special place, quiet and isolated, but the
ferry ride was nothing short of wonderfill, 
with the big, flat-bottomed barge motoring 
steadily across the water. You could feel 
the briny wind and taste the oily tang of 
the harbor, and it seemed sort of industrial 
and natural all at the same time.

Soon, however, after more than half a 
century, the ferries will no longer be need­
ed to transport residents to Ford Island. A 
new causeway is nearly completed, for the 
exclusive use of the residents, and ferries 
YSB-83 and YSB-87 will be retired. That’s 
the plan.

Putting the YSBs out to pasture, howev­
er, would be premature. Current projec­
tions for the Pearl Harbor Visitor Center 
call for facilities and memorials on the 
shore side and museums and the USS Mis­
souri on the Ford Island side, separated by 
nearly a mile of water. Every attraction re­
quires ready access, even commercial 
ones, and educational/cultural venues 
don’t need this kind of difficulty.

The problem is that visitors will not be 
allowed to drive across the causeway. This 
would cause traffic congestion, and would

oivtae vne wo ex­
tremes of the visi­
tor center, perhaps 
fatally. It will be 
hard enough to get 
the various muse­
ums and attrac­
tions to agree on a 
coherent market­
ing strategy, much 
less methods of 
people-moving.

Which leaves 
few alternatives. 
One is operating a 
shuttle-boat sys­
tem similar to the 
Navy’s Arizona 
Memorial ride. 
These boats are 
owned by the Navy, 
and operated by 
Navy personnel, 
and maintained in Navy yards.i, all of which
costs several million dollars a year. The 
National Park Service reimburses the 
Navy for the fuel and provides scheduling 
and tour interpretations. This is a cumber­
some and expensive system, but it allows 
the Navy to retain command of access to 
the Memorial. •

Another option is shuttle buses. Using 
estimates of one-half the Arizona Memori­
al’s visitation, 30 to 35 people on a full bus, 
an eight-hour workday and a fleet of six to 
10 buses, you’d have to empty and fill a bus 
every six mindtes and send it packing. 
Greyhound terminals aren’t that busy!

Which brings us back to the ferries. 
These historic vessels are ideal for trans­
porting visitors to Ford Island:

■ They’re cheap. They are diesel-elec­
tric craft, and the fuel and maintenance 
they would required is less than compara­
ble modes of transportation, and they’re 
relatively environmentally friendly.

■ They’re big. The YSBs are designed to 
haul all sorts of large vehicles, which 
means they can haul several dozen, maybe 
hundreds, of people at a time, and the pas­
sengers would be free to roam the ship. 
The Pearl Harbor YSBs even have upper 
decks where once they had snack bars.
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■ They’re flexible. They can be retrofit 
ted with more modem and maneuverable 
propulsion systems, and the boxy shape is 
ideal for building in a floating interpretive 
center. Visitors could learn about the nat­
ural and cultural history of Pearl Harbor 
while actually crossing Pearl Harbor, and 
the lesson then would have more impact 
The alternative is being stuck in a bus or 
boat seat, unable to move and learn at your 
own speed.

■ They’re available. Generally, when 
Navy vessels are declared surplus, they're 
scrapped or auctioned off to the highest 
bidder — that’s the rule. But when the 
work of Pearl Harbor's ferries comes to an 
end soon, the Navy also has the option of 
retaining ownership and passing the ves­
sels on to nonprofit educational and cul­
tural groups — such as Hawaii’s USS Mis­
souri Memorial Association. Beats buying 
or leasing a fleet of buses orboats.

■ They’re convenient. The ferry land­
ings at both ends happen to be exactly 
where visitors need to go. If the ferries are 
used only for pedestrians, then the big, 
ugly, noisy vehicle ramps at the landings 
can be rebuilt as pleasant piers—you step 
onto the craft instead of climbing over the 
ramp. They’re suited for use by the dis­

abled as well, unlike 
buses or boats.

■ They’re efficient 
A visitor’s time is so 
carefully managed by 

■ tour agencies that it 
makes sense to com­
bine the transporta­
tion, interpretation 
and orientation as­
pects of visiting Pearl 
Harbor into a single 
experience.

B They’re endan­
gered. The ferries 
aren’t glamorous, but 
they’re an integral 
part of the social his­
tory of the harbor. If 
they are mothballed 
or destroyed, that 
part of Hawaii’s her­
itage is gone forever, 

And the point of the Pearl Harbor museum 
complex is to preserve that history.

B And then there are the intangibles. 
Pearl Harbor is a real place, an unusual 
melange of technology and nature, and 
everything that can immerse the visitor in 
the REALITY of the location adds to the 
experience. Buses will remove the visitor 
from the experience, and in the process, 
cheapen it. There is no substitute for being 
able to look into the roiling waters of one 
of the world’s most famous harbors, being 
close enough th touch it, and being ABLE 
to touch it ,

That’s what museums and educational 
centers are all about —- preserving the re­
ality of a landscape or an event.

Current plans for the Pearl Harbor Visi­
tor Center (there are four) show grand 
shuttle-boat piers and gigantic bus turn­
arounds. The emphasis is on moving visi­
tors around, not in allowing them to appre­
ciate what’s special about the location. 
Sometimes the easiest, best and cheapest 
solution may be right under ypur nose — 
and already in use.

Burl Burlingame is a Star-Bulletin staff writer. 
My Turn is a periodic column written by Star-Bub 
letin staff members.
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Ford Island
project near
approval
By John Yaukey
Advertiser Washington Bureau

Congressional approval looks 
promising for a military-civilian 
partnership to develop Ford 
Island, giving Hawaii taxpayers 
a break, benefiting the Navy 
and boosting the construction 
industry.

The long-standing project 
calls for redeveloping 450 
underutilized acres at the Navy 
base to create an education 
attraction linked to the Arizona 
Memorial while adding needed 
military housing. The plan is 
expected to appear in the 1999 
defense authorization bill.

With congressional approval, 
detailed planning could begin 
early next year, with construc­
tion starting possibly in two 
years, said U.S. Sen. Daniel 
Inouye. The powerful Democra­
tic senator has worked closely 
with the military and other 
members of Hawaii’s congres­
sional delegation to shepherd 
the project.

*As we speak, the authoriza­
tion bill is being drafted,” 
Inouye said last week. Other

key pieces envisioned for thef 
unique Ford Island plan are 
falling into place as well. •

A grand opening is set for 
mid-April for the $78 million, 
4,700-foot Ford Island bridge; 
three decades in the planning 
and crucial to the development 
of the island accessible only by 
ferry. The Navy project wad 
financed by selling the city 108 
acres of land at Manana and 14 
^res of Pearl City Junction in

Also, the decommissioned 
battleship Missouri, where the 
Japanese surrendered to end 
World War II, is scheduled to 
be towed to Ford Island from 
Bremerton, Wash., in April.

"It was a real breakthrough,*• 
Navy planner Byrnes Yama­
shita said of the tourism-related 
development. ’’Most military 
bases are designed strictly with 
a security mind-set.”

To meet the Navy’s needs, a 
housing plan calls for construct­
ing 500 to 600 family units, plus 
quarters for 1,000 unmarried 
enlisted sailors.

See Ford, Page All
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FROM PAGE ONE
One strategy woula involve 

private-sector construction in 
accordance with military speci­
fications. A guaranteed occu­
pancy rate would provide the 
incentive for developers to 
invest and build.

Costs to the military would be 
minimal — limited to sewer, 
electrical and other infrastruc­
ture improvements. Project 
designers say existing water 
lines to the island should be 
adequate. During World War II, 
the island housed 40,000 people.

Another possibility entails 
selling Navy property else­
where in Hawaii to finance con­
struction of the new units.

*We're not locked into any­
thing at this point,” Yamashita 
said. “We want to test the pri­
vate-sector waters. We want 
them to tell us what the best

IS.”
Ideally, development plans 

would be carried out under the 
umbrella of a Ford Island devel­
opment authority. If successful, 
such an arrangement could 
become a model of cooperation 
between the military and pri­
vate Industry, planners say.

“We see this as a pilot pro­
gram,” Yamashita said. “If we 
can show this to be financially 
successful, the idea will be 
exported throughout the mili­

tary.
Similar concepts are being 

tested at ,Fort Carson, Colo., 
and Ingleside Naval Station, 
Texas, Yamashita said.

A project of this scope would 
face considerable hurdles in tra­
ditional military construction 
funding channels, Inouye said. 
But the prospect of private 
investment should enable it to 
pass through Congress with rel­
ative ease, he predicted.

“When they see there are no 
tav dollar-signs associated with 
it, I can’t see how they wouldn't 
look on it favorably. It’s a win­
win situation."’

The concept has the blessing 
of the Department of Defense, 
Inouye said. It's part of a trend 
to have the private sector pro­
vide military support services.

"Years ago you would see sol­
diers doing kitchen duty. No 
more,” Inouye said. "It's all
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about 20,000 during the period, 
while construction spending 
went from $5 billion (in 1997 
dollars) to about $2.8 billion.

If Ford Island development 
plans are approved, the Navy 
will work closely with the state 
to retain World War II-era fea­
tures, including the island’s 
plantation-style homes.

The center of the island, now 
occupied by Luke Field, would 
be converted to an open park to 
buffer family housing. Civilian 
pilots now use the airfield for 
practice, and it is scheduled to 
close later this year.

The battieship Missouri will 
dock near the Arizona Memor­
ial. Together, they will become 
an exhibit representing the be­
ginning and end of the Pacific 
war.

Built on the southern end of 
Ford Island, the exhibit would , 
be accessible by bus and tour 
boat. Restaurants would dot an 
oceanside promenade, while 
open space on the northeastern 
shore could be used for special 
events.

Despite the appearance of 
hospitality, Yamashita notes 
that Ford Island is still an 
active military area, “and there 
will be security.

“But it’s also an historical 
landmark,” he said, "and we’re • 
treating it as one.”

civilian. ,
Its not yet clear what legisla­

tive pathway Ford Island 
development plans might take. 
But Hawaii lawmakers are well 
positioned to offer support at 
crucial levels: Rep. Neil Aber­
crombie was named last week 
the ranking Democrat in the 
House Military Installations and 
Facilities Subcommittee. Inou­
ye is the ranking minority 
member on the Senate Defense 
Committee.

Although it’s too early to esti­
mate how many hs Ford 
Island construction would cre­
ate, the development is seen as 
offering a significant boost to 
Hawaii's construction industry.

Since 1991, construction em­
ployment has accounted for 
roughly half the state’s net Job 
losses, said Paul Brewbaker, 
chief economist with the Bank 
of Hawaii. Employment in the 
industry fell from 34,000 to

R = 97% 202 224 4059 02-17-98 03:37PM P002 #11
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Suspicion 
intensifies 
strain
at estate
By Sally Apgar

Advertiser Staff Writer / /

As loyalties among Bishop 
Estate trustees strain under 
federal and state Investigations, 
a mood of increasing suspicion 
and distrust now stretches from 
the estate's headquarters at 
Kawaiahao Plaza to the 600- 
acre campus of the Kame- 
hameha School in Kapalama 
Heights.

Unconfirmed and yet unstop­
pable stories are whispered by 
employees and close associates 
about wiretaps, sur *illance, 
offers of payoffs, ana ^ie hiring 
of private investigators by 
trustees to spy on one another.

The stories fuel suspicion 
that seems to crackle in the air 
among opposing factions at the 
charitable trust.
, "These stories show classic 
infighting and tell me we have 
a dysfunctional board of 
trustees." said Beadie Kanahele 
Dawson, an attorney reoresent*

ing Na Pua a Ke All'i Pauahi 
an organization of about 3,000 
students, parents and alumni, 
It s really very sad. And you 

need to ask, *1$ the estate being 
damaged through all of this 
infighting among the trustees?”

Estate spokesman Kekoa 
Paulsen said that, despite the 
controversy, the trustees still 
work together.

While each trustee is fighting 
for survival, alliances have 
formed in which Oswald Sten’ 
der and Gerard Jervis are 
teamed against Lokelani Lind­
sey, Richard Wong and Henry 
Peters.

The stories circulating about 
them are numerous, and some 
sources will discuss them only 
privately, fearful of the mys­
tique of power that surrounds 
the wealthy estate. For 
instance, past and present 
employees, teachers and any­
one with business connections 
to the estate, or a home on its 
vast lands, or a relative in the 
scho.i fear they have too 
much to lose to speak publicly.

“I feel as though I am fight’ 
ing a guerrilla war, and that's 
not in my Job description/ said 
one member of the school staff, 
speaking last week in a hushed 
voice into the telephone.

Sometimes stories are leaked 
in attempts to shape public 
opinion, but are offered with
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While not receiving the same 
fanfare as the opening of H-S,
the Navy's remarkable 
Ford Island bridge stands 
as a testament to modern 
engineering and a 
skilled union workforce

H'the past few years there have been two 
HF extraordinary construction projects taking 
F^&ce on Oahu. Both concern themselves with . 
•/■elevated roadways and both received worldwide ., 

_ attention as they were being built But the com- / j 
parisons stop there. ’ ' 4

president and structures manager 
for Parsons Brinckerhoff, the 

project's engineer.
"Pontoons are 

typically used for sites with
shallow depths or soft soil condi­

tions,'1 Abrahams says in a recent article about 
the bridge in the Engineering News Record.

‘The design is well suited for construc­
tion and maintenance in Pearl 

Harbor’S calm waters, and provides 
a bridge profile that is low enough 

not to obscure the World War Il-era
Arizona Memorial In addition, the retractable 
pontoon is more accommodating for the 
bridge’s wide opening than other types of move­
able bridges.”

The Navy had long wanted a bridge to 
expand onto the 450-acre Ford Island — the

The newly openedH-3 freewiyxonnectin^ ; 
• Peari Harbor with Kaneohe Marine Base; will be 

utilized by hundreds of thousands pLisi^. < j 

'motoriststraversing thro^h thewinding:passage 
' of Halawa Valley. The other roadway^ only vtvj on and off the island for residents is
pontoon bridge connecting Hord by ferry— but there were major
mainland Oahu over the sharkritfviestocl^^ Aft^'.ohtocles including finding the funds, the need 
Peaii/wfll see a growing colli' ' J totap open a navigation channel for use by
and visitors to the i^and; and-fli .'major warships, and soft sediments on the boi­
’ ‘ : stem of the harbor that made bridge foundations

4&ncerc. Much to the excitement of a 
^J^ressed construction industry, the bridge is 

Navy as a key that will unlock' a 12-
“The H-3 tunnel was a very 

. ibis one Is Jncred|ble;f says lice , 
. Rockwefl ,

the'Foii Island bridge'profriSSnipj

Unless the State intends to build a highway' 
connecting Oahu with Kauai. Hawaii will never 
see another project like the Ford Island Bridge 
again. At 4,673 feet, it is one of the longest pon­
toon bridges in the world. The structure also 
features a 650-foot'Wide opening for marine 
traffic, another “world’s largest” for movable 
bridges, according to Michael Abrahams, vice

750 million development plan of Ford 
ffe will involve new office buildings,' ' 

^ facilities, military housing and a possi- 
museum.

£nce financing became available for tlie 
t&nks to legislation sponsored by Sen. 

ILinouye CD) in 1989, the Navy moved 
^upS^dSpvbuild competition 

u^^ddee qualified teams. The winner was a 
^venturecomprised of Hawaiian Dredging.

^Brinckerhoff and the Seattle-based
Construction and Engineering Co. For 

miffion, $10 million below the Navy's esti 
Ijoint venture would design and con- 

^"Navy budget limits and operate and 
Hhe bridge for four years.
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A Hosting hridgo
The accepted design is nothing uke anyone 

has ever seen in the islands. While a typical con* 
crete, pile-supported bridge spans most of the 
harbor, and a causeway built entirely of non-pol­
luting crushed rock brings the route over the 
shallow waters near Ford Island, the center of 
the two ''ends1' is a floating concrete pontoon 
conceived to slide under the mainland-end of the 
bridge to allow aircraft carriers through. The 
retracting system uses wire rope with counter 
force winches and a hydraulic lifting mechanism 
to move the 930-foot pontoon section under the 
support beams.

A total of 400 piles, which reach up to 137 
feet in depth, were driven into the harbor using 
a floating crane and diesel hammer. The piles 
support the 3,638-foot-long fixed bridge over a 
45-foot-deep small boat channel, as well as the 
1,035-foot-long movable section.

Two monster-sized steel transition spans, 
floated in from Seattle on their own pontoon 
sections, are connected to the fixed portions. 
The transition spans are 120 feet long on the 
Ford Island side and 250 feet long on the main* 
land side. Both are hinged on the fixed ends with 
the ability for one side to be released and the 
other lifted on to the floating end by hydraulic

cylinders so the pontoon section can retract.
"One of the keys to the whole project was 

that everything fell into place in terms of the 
coordination wilh the our suppliers on the main* 
land," says Hawaiian Dredging senior project 
manager Howard Luyt “We were able to meet all 
of the milestone dates because all of the compo­
nents from the mainland were shipped here on 
time."

Local 745 carpenters set the bridge sections 
in place between the transition spans by means 
of crane and barge, and then dewatered the 
joints and post-tensioned each of the 600-lb. 
bolts used to secure the pontoons. A control 
house on the mauka approach at the bridge's 
highest point will operate the pontoon, which can 
move up to 750 feet.

While pontoon bridges may be new to 
Hawaiian Dredging, the theory and construction 
are not to Parsons Brinckerhoff and Manson 
Construction. Abrahams, whose firm designed the 
Hood Canal pontoon bridge in Washington state, 
says their past experience in wave load resistance 
with similar projects have helped to make the 
Ford Island structure extremely resistant to 
nature's pitfalls.

"The piers must resist not only dead and 
live loads but seismic forces and capricious 
weather that may hit the volcanic islands," 
Abrahams tells ENR. “Pontoon bridges are typi­
cally more vulnerable because they're immersed 
in water and also have to move. The Ford Island 
bridge is anticipated to withstand winds of 100 
mph and maximum wave heights of almost 5 
feet"
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Baai
To assist Hawaiian

Dredging in the con­
struction of the piers 
and bridge, Manson 
sent two operators, two 
deck engineers and two 
carpenters from Local

2396 in Seattle to work with the crew of 20 car­
penters from Hawaii. iMeanwhile, Dredging's 
heavy division team of carpenters and operators 
included many who worked with Luyt on H-3 and 
knew how to maneuver on pier caps over high 
elevations.

“Manson does water and pontoons, and we 
do bridges," Luyt says. "It's been u very success­
ful pairing. We've had total teamwork and a lot 
of it had to do with our partnering sessions 
before the job even began. The Navy was also 
outstanding Without their cooperation, we 
wouldn't be here today,"

Luyt, who describes Pearl Harbor as a rela­
tively calm body of water, says there was one 
major difference for the carpenters who per­
formed on the Ford Island Bridge versus H-3. 
The concept of working on pier caps over water 
was the same as that over land, only with boats 
as the mode of transportation.

•You had to be sure you had all your tools,” • 
he says. "We used an assortment of boats, barges 
and tug boats. There were crews working on two 
large barges and we shuttled the men back and 
forth on pontoon boats that were obtained from 
the movie Waterworld. The pontoons worked out 
very well."

One of the lead carpenters brought over 
from Seattle by Manson, Brother David Nielsen of 
Local 2396, had been on a lot of pier jobs in his 
20 years in the union, but admitted that the Ford 
Island Bridge project was definitely unique.

“It was a great learning experience/’ * 
Nielsen says of his two-year stay in Hawaii. "The 
job went real well and there were a lot of inter­
esting parts to the construction. I’ll take home 
many memories including the setting up of the 
transition spans and the pontoons. I also met a 
lot of nice people.
In my mind the 
bridge can go away, 
but not the friend­
ships that were 
made here."
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Inouye touts Ford island plans ,
i

HONOLULU — U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye says development plans ! 
for Ford Island in Pearl Harbor could be a boon for the state's econo­
my and the federal government •

The plans call for construction of more chan 5600 million worth of 
military housing, office space, restaurants and theaters.

Inouye said Sunday that legislation will be introduced to permit the 
federal government to lease to private developers, who will put up rhe 
money and build the structures.

The veteran island Democrat said if the program works on Ford 
Island, it could be implemented at military installations across the 
nation. *

“This way the military can get housing — an expensive item — at 
no cost to the taxpayer,” Inouye said. ,

The development on Ford Island is being made possible.by a SI.3 
million causeway linking the island to the Halawa side of Pearl Har­
bor. The bridge is expected to open to traffic in May.
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on Big Island see
getting nabbed, fewer are being 
involved in fatal accidents than the 
year before, police said, Thirteen 
of the island’s 30 traffic fatalities 
last year were alcohol-related com­
pared to half of the 36 traffic 
deaths involving drinking drivers 
in 1996.

Police Chief Wayne Carvalho

said while drunk driving continues 
to be a major problem on the Big 
Island, the drop in alcohol-related 
fatalities shows that police efforts 
to discourage drinking and driving 
are beginning to show results.

The department said there were 
2,393 major accidents in Hawaii 
County last year, a 4 percent

rise in 1997
decrease from the previous year. 
More than a quarter of the drivers 
in last year’s DUI tally were arrest­
ed after becoming involved in a 
traffic accident. That represented a 
slight increase over 1996, police 
said.

See DUI, 
Page 8

DUI---------------------- -
From Page 1

Although the South Hilo has 
more population than any other 
Big Island district, it did not lead 
the island in DUI arrests. Kona 
held that distinction with 220 
arrests or 29 percent of the island’s 
total last year in a district with a 
quarter of the Big Island popula­
tion.

There were 192 arrests — one- 
quarter of the total — in Hilo

where a third of the island’s resi­
dents live. Puna, which has one­
fifth of the isle’s population, had 
199 drunk driving arrests in 1997.

Of the other DUI arrests 99 
occurred in South Kohala, 19 in 
Hamakua, 16 in North Kohala, 
seven in Ka‘u and three tn North 
Hilo.

Carvalho said stepped-up 
efforts to keep drunk drivers off 
Big Island streets will continue.
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By Scott Ishikawa
Advertiser Central Oahu Bureau

PEARL HARBOR -Con­
struction crews this week be­
gan connecting the last of 
three concrete pontoons that 
will bridge a 930-foot gap be­
tween the two sections of the 
Ford Island causeway.

The $78 million causeway — 
which spans nearly a mile of 
harbor water and connects the 
eastern side of the island with 
Kamehameha Highway — will 
be the longest state bridge in 
Hawaii when it’s completed in 
May of next year.

“So far, everything has been 
on schedule,” said naval base 
Deputy Engineer Stanford 
Yuen. “So far, there haven't 
been any problems or delays.”

The bridge's middle section 
is designed to open for large 
military vessels. But, unlike Opening and closing the 

on schedule
bridge will take 90 minutes, ac­
cording to Yuen.

"We don’t plan to open it up 
often. Aside from emergencies, 
maybe (about) three or four 
times during the year for main­
tenance,” he said. Smaller 
vessels such as fireboats will 
be able to cross under other 
sections of the bridge without 
requiring opening and closing.

Visiting aircraft carriers 
docked south of the bridge 
should have enough room to 
turn around, Yuen said, but if 
strong winds necessitate more 
maneuvering room, the bridge 
can open .

The bridge was paid for by 
selling 108 acres of land at 
Manana and 14 acres of Pearl 
City Junction to the city for 
$109 million in 1992.

“The bridge may seem 
pricey, but its going to save 
time and money when it comes

normal drawbridges, the cause­
way design will allow a 930-
foot-long pontoon section of 
the bridge to be disconnected 
from the rest of the structure. 
Cables will then pull the giant 
slab of floating concrete under­
neath the bridge, allowing 
ships to pass. Afterward, the 
pontoon will be pushed out and 
reconnected with the rest of 
the structure.

“This is not the first of its de­
sign. The concept does work,” 
said Navy LU Pete O'Hara, an 
assistant construction supervi­
sor. "There are six similarly- 
designed bridges operating 
around the world, four of them 
in Washington state."

"It’s the same ideas as build­
ing a ship,” O'Hara said. “Air 
pockets are placed inside the 
hollow concrete to help keep it 
afloat”

to the development of Ford Is­
land,” O’Hara said. “To trans­
port manpower and construc­
tion equipment to the island by 
boat is just too slow and expen­
sive. You try to ship concrete 
over and the material expires 
in an hour. You have to throw 
away $1,000 worth of that 
stuff.”

After the causeway is fin­
ished, Navy housing will be 
built on the island.

Access to Ford Island will 
provide 50 percent more build­
ing space in the Pearl Harbor 
area, Yuen said. Moving Navy 
people closer to base also will 
mean less commuter traffic on 
surrounding highways.

After the last pontoon is in­
stalled, extra lanes near the in­
tersection of Kamehameha 
Highway and Salt Lake Boule­
vard will allow access to the 
bridge.
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HE look of Ford Island will be oper
tional and residential, historical and 
cultural, says Rear Adm. William Sut­
ton, Pearl Harbor Naval Base com­

mander.
When completed in the year 2009, the $500 

million project will have doubled the 3,000 
residential and daytime population of the 
island in the middle of Pearl Harbor.

Hie Navy is looking for local developers to 
work on the new Ford Island master plan, 
which calls for 600 housing units and a $50 
million Navy museum.

■ Planners said shrinking federal resources, 
the opening of the $78 million Ford Island 
bridge in May 1998 and the decision to berth 
the battleship Missouri here helped shape the 
new master plan.

Ford Island would be divided into three 
sectors. Existing and new operational and 
administrative facilities will continue to be 
located on the south side of the island. 
Quarters for 500 to 1,000 single enlisted sailors 
and officers would be relocated there.

The center of the island, now occupied by 
Luke Field, would be developed into a large 
open air park — a green buffer zone between 
the operational side of the island and the 
family housing units. The airfield, now used 
mainly by civilian pilots to practice touch- 
and-go landings, will be closed in May 1998.

Ilie runway was the one Amelia Earhart 
crashed-ianded on in 1938, a year before she 
disappeared.

The north side of the island would he the 
site of new family housing units, conserva­
tively estimated to cost $250 million.

Byrnes Yamashita, master planner with the 
Pacific Division Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command, said the key to the development of 
the 600 housing units will be a partnership the 
Navy hopes to undertake with local develop­
ers, .

The Navy would lease the 100 acres to a 
developer, who would build the units and 
receive the rent, Rents for the units, open to 
only Navy families, would be slightly above 
the housing allowance the military provides, 
Yamashita said.

Capt. John Shrewsbury, assistant chief of 
staff for facilities and environment at Pearl 
Harbor, said the concept is being tested in 
three other military housing projects, includ-
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ing Fort Carson, Colo., and Ingleside Naval 
Station, Texas.

Yamashita said the Navy may have to pay 
for some of the improvements for the new 
housing development, mainly sewer and elec­
tric lines, but he believes the two water lines 
leading to the island should be adequate.

"You have to remember that during the 
war there were 40,000 people on the island," 
Yamashita said.

The Navy also plans to retain the 50 planta­
tion-style pre-World War II wooden houses 
that dot the island.

Existing training and administrative facili­
ties — such as the Defense Finance arid 
Accounting Center, the Navy SEAL opera­
tions, and a firefighting training center — 
will make up the southern half of the island.

A large open space would be retained on 
the northeastern shore for special .events 
such as the Navy’s annual hydrofest.
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