UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII LI

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE?
Majuro,’ Marshall Islands 96960 3

CRs
To : District Administrator, Marshalls . DATE: April 5,1974 ’
Thru : District Director Public Affairs, Marshalls

From : Community Development Advisor, Marshalls

Sub ject: I"I'!a.ckgrcmml Information Paper, Bikini Situation

1. The.above titled paper is herewith submitted, attached, per your
verbal request. It is, as you said, to be used to supply informmation for
an official Trust Territory press release, J
2. The paper itself is obviously too long for a press release, However

I could not condense it and include all pertinent and useful infommation.
The paper can be used as basic information for those involved in the
Bikini rehabilitation, '

3. I have tried to make an objective and factual presentation., I believe
that I have succceded, I have not attempted to evaluate or analyze the
situation. This is not callaed for in a nrecentation of this Lin?

ThoSe wo vead this paper will be able te draw their own conciuglons
from the data presented.

4, T have not discussed the political problem:, the question of the
Iroij lablab on Bikini, It is not gemmane to a press release and you
are well of the problem and its implications. Nor have I discussed
the critical attitudes of the Bikini people toward the Bikini Construction
Project. I am not well enough informed to evaluate this situation. Again,
you are well aware of this problem. And, I am sure that this would not
be included in a Trust Territory press relcase, Jwphmzai

For the same reasons I have not discussed/the ambivalent attitude
of the Bikini leaders toward returning to Bikini next month,

5. I hope that the paper will be of use tc you, your staff, and the
officials at headquarters who are involved in the Bikini program,

6. The data contained in the paper came from my puevious written
reports, unpublished field trip notes, and personal information based
on interviews and perso’lal observations,

Jack A.Tobin %”Q; //\75’54

cc Fﬂe
Attach: As Stated
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JACK A.TOBIN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISOR,
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION PAPER- BIKINI SITUATION

Brief Historical Background

The Bikini people had lived on their large atoll for many generations.

They and their fellow Marshallese came under the domination of foreigners
less than one hundre‘d years ago. 'I:he GCerman regime was succeeded by that
of the Japanese at the onset of World War I, The Japanese rule was _temi-

inated by the American forces during World War II. .

Contact with the Outside World '

The people of Bikini were not the isolated twentieth century "Stone Age
primitives" as described by sensationalist news reporters and other
jourmalists at the time of first Atomic Boish tests. They were and are,
however, lTase eaphictiratad than other more acculturated Marshallese,
but they had been in contact with the rest of the Marshall Islands, and

had been exposed to at least some of the aspects of Western culture.

Every fwo -n_mriyh‘s a Japanese schooner visited Bikini to purchase copra

and to sell food, clothing, and other goo‘d-..s. Every six motiths a Japanese
official made a visit to the atoll. Some of the Bikini people visited
other atolls, married out, and attended school elsewhere in the Marshalls,
Other Marshallese visited Bikini, ]

The small Bikini community had developed a close in-group feelix;g during
the years of relative isclation prior to the coming of the white man

and found satisfaction and security in their closely Iknat personal

relationships and communal life,
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World War II and the Bikini People

The Bikini people were directly affected by World War II in that three
of their young men ﬁho had been attending the Japanese govermment sch;ol
on Jaluit Atoll were drafted as loaborers and sent to Enewetak Atoll. They
were later killed there in the Am;rican bombing and bombardment of that
huge and important Japanese military base. There were only six Japanese
soldiers on Bikini,however: wireless station operators also manﬁed the
ammmition stores. These men were all killed by American bombing and
shelling, Little damage was done to Bikini however and the Bikini people
were much better off than Marshallese in arcas such as Jaluit, Enewetak,

and Kwajalein where heavy fighting occurred.

The Bikini people suffered as did the other Marshallese, feom the cut-

Cme o weppay daiits Lol Jupdliy Witin wiiv svouatlaliv vessalion or imports
of necessary consumer goods and exportation of copra.

Communicatiions were restored and wartime hardships were alleviated
when the American ammed forces captured the Marshall Islands early in 1944,
The serious hardships of the Bikini people were yet to come however.

Evacuation of Bikini

Early in 1946 it was decided by the United States military and Atomic
Energy Commission that Bikini Atoll was the most suitable and convenient
location for the testing of atomic weapons. The Bikini people we}e;told
that their #toll would be needed for these activities. They were "asked"

to leave and, as might have been expected of a people of their historical

conditioning to obedience, especially after more than a quarter of a century

of autoczatic Japanese rule, they agreed to leave their ancestral home,

<



=%

The possibilities of resettlement in the Marshalls were very limited
because land is scarce (only about 74 square miles) and very little of
it is available for settlement, The Marshallese jéa.lously guard their

land rights and will not willingly part with them.

Problems of Resettlement

The 166 Bikinians were offered the choice of moving to either Ujae,
Lae, or Rongerik, all atolls in the northwestern Marshalls, Ujaes and
Lae were already regularly inhabited, but Rongerik was only exploited by
the people of neighboring Kongelap Atoll, who had land rights on the atoll.
These people visited Rongerik to l;l,&ke copra, to fish, and to gather other
foods. For this reason, presumably, as well as the fact f:hat it was the
229882t Lo Cikiud, e Dikind neonie anted to ma to Wﬁ!— rather than
Ujae- or Lae.

A village was built on Rongerik by Navy Seabees and a group of Bikini
men; and all of the Bikini people were moved to that atoll on March 6,1946,
Rongerik has a dry land area of only 0.65 square miles, scattered over
approximately 17 islands. It has a lagoon area of 55.38 square miles. This

is much smaller than the ."2.32 wquare mile land area and the 229.40 square
| mile lagoon area of Bikini Atoll, with its 36 islands.

The attempt to settle on Hongerik was a failure, allegedly due to the
insuffi'cient natural resources. A Board of Investigation convened by the
Navy on June 2,1947, recommended that the displaced Bikinians be moved
ol he wis

The Bikinians through their Magistrate "King" Juda, as _re-r-roneously

christened by romantically minded newsmen, accompanied by three other .

T

1323Cr5 \aiaw, ui Likinl, inspected xongeral, Killi Igland, Ujilang,
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Wotto and Ujae to try to find a suitable place in which to relocate their
people. The Bikini people were interested in getting back to their andestral
home as rapidly as possible and had allegedly regarded the past and the
future resettlements as only temporary.

The period from June 2,1947 to September 1, 1947 was spent in inspecting
these.possible resettlement areas. On August 26,1947 the council of the
ex-Bikini people on Rongerik sent the following letter to the Amer:ju:an |

authorities:

(translation) "To the Office at Kwajalein:
Gentlement: We the council have held a meeting to find
the best place to go to, We have been to some other places
to inspect and have considered them. In moving we find it
quite a problem. The place we all agreed to stay on is
Rongerik Atoll,
s/We. The Councii,®
It was obvious that the Bikini leaders refused to accept the fact that
they would not be allowed to return to Bikini some day, and for that
reason preferred to suffer the hardships of neighboring Rongerik to a
new move, in hope of being able to teturn to their ancestral home,

It was decided however by the American authorities that the best .
interests of the Bikini people would be served by transferring them to
Ujilang Atoll, the westernmost of the Marshalls, Ujilang belonged to the
U.S.government as heir to the Imperial Japanese government which had
seized it from its former German owners, who had "purchased" the tiny
atoll from its f ommer chief,

- A group of Bikini men and Navy Seabees arrived on Ujilang in late:

November to prepare & village for another resettlement attempt. Shortly;

@ -
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after their arrival an ;'J.nnouncement was made that the atoll of Enewetak,
west of Bikini, and northeast of Uji-lang, would be commandeered as anpther
testing ground for atomic weapons. It was then deéided that t"he Enewetak
inhabitants would Se resettled on-Ujilang, This left the ex-Bikini people
right where they were six months earlier, but undoubtedly with increasgd
feelings of insecurity, frustration, and general bewildemment,

I;l January of 1948 a field investigation of the problem was made by
an anthropologist from the University of Hawaii at the request of -th‘e Navy.
He found among other things that the relocated Bikinians were suffering
serious hardships on Rongerik, and, despite a well-organized communal
organization, were not getting enough to eat. He recommended that the ex-
Bikini vpeonle be moved 8 another location.

Sojourn on Kwajalein

Upon the basis of the investigation and recamendation, thé ex-Bikinians
were agaig moved, to a temporary location on Kwajalein Island in the
middle of March, 1948, Here, in a "tent city" in the midst of Marshallese
workers from far and wide, as well as thousands of American members of the
ammed forces, the wandering Bikinians awaited the next move. Once again
a tour of inspection was made of available and possible locations for
resettlement, The possibilities finally narrowed down to Wbttoxﬁtollt
which was populated, and the single island of Killi in the southemrn
Harsh«;lls. Killi was not populated and was U.S.govermment property.

The majority of the Bikini people allegedly voted for Killi as against
Wotto, and in early November of 1948 the 184 Bikinians were transferred

1
to Killi Island. -

1 The increase in peopulation was caused by the additicn ¢

had married out, plus their spouses and cffspring.
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It appears, in retrospect, that the possibilities of suitable locations
for resettlement were not examined as exhaustively as they might have.been,

i

Killi was a mistake.

Killi Island

The new home of the Bikini people is a low single coral island about
one and one-half miles long, on an axis of 063 degrees true, And is
approximately three-fourths of a mile wide at its widest point, The extent
of the land area is only 0,36 sqﬁare miles, with no lagoon area, and with
a very narrow fringing reef. This compares very unfavorably, of course,
with the 2,32 squ#re wiles of dry land area, the 229.40 square miles of
lagoon area, and the large reef areas of Bikini Atoll. ;

Ki1)1 was Ppvrchased” by German traderr fvom the local chiefs anu was
operated as a ccmmerciallcopra plantatson by the Germans, The title t;
the island was transferred to the Japanese government when the Japanese

. \
seized the Marshalls in 1914, It was leased to a Japanese company and \»
operated‘as a copra plantation until 1940, There were allegedly not Tor§= =
than about thirty Marshallese laborers working on the plantation at a time,
Food was brought in from Jaluit Atoll, about thirty miles to the nouth;ast.
Chickens and swine were raised to supplement the imported foodstuffs. &2
small number of breadfruit trees were planted and used, but the iéiand was
primarily a copra plantation. Killi passed into the hands of the United
States fovermnment following World War II, and the few remaining plantation
workers were evacuated.

Killi, lying as it does in the southern Marshalls,enjoys a heavf rainfall

and has rich and deep soil, for the Marshalls, Most of the island, 198,04

acres, have been planted in coconut palms (191,17 zcres), A tars patch area
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occupies the center of the island to the extent of 4.25 acres. There are
a number of bearing breadfruit trees,2 sume_cdible_pandanus, as well as
limited numbers of banana, papaia, and pumpkin pla;tings.

Unfortunhtely, the lack of a lagoon or protected annhorage presents
very serious problems to the inhabitants of Killi. The unfavorable axis
of th? island (063-240 degrees) in relation to the prevailing northeast
tféde winds and the shelving and narrow reef, are féctors which cause thé
island to be isolated during many months of the year. From December fhrough
March the equatorial front lies to the south, and northeasterly winds
prevail, From November into iate March it is possible to get a boat ashore
only during a few very brief periods, because of the large breakers which
crash against the rocky beaches. Copra camnot loadsd and trade guvas
cannot be off-loaded. These unfavorable surf conditions naturally prevent
utilization of the important marine resources for food, which are, at

best, infinitely poorér than%hose of the atoll of Bikini,

The Resettlement on Killi

The ex-Bikini people apparently experienced difficulty in adjusting to
Killi from almost the very beginning. This was due in part to the différent
ecological conditions. The change from an atoll existence where marine
resources were abundant and the lagoon and Jand areas stretched away as
far as the eye could see and beyond, to a small isolated island withéut
a lagoon, and without the rich marine resources which are found in an atoll
envirorment, was drastic. The psychological attitude toward Killi was, and
has continued to be of vital importance in the lack of adjustment. The refusal

2 A serious breadfruit blight has destroyed many of the trees on Killi
and remains unchecked. A method of controliing this menace has apparéntly

v mwmd e mnn  masensd
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to accept the move to Killi as final and desirable has prevented adjustment
to the isia.nd.

There is no doubt that the complaints of the ex-Bikini people on K::Llli
have been valid, Conditions are certainly unfavorable. There are periods
when the psband is i.solated and the people are very short of food. There
is no doubt that Killi could support a smaller population, if the island
could be supplied adgquately from the outside world. However, the only
solution acceptable to the formér Bikinians, as a whole, is to return
them to Bikini. |

Attempts to Aid in the Adgustment Process

The Administration of the Trust Territory made various efforts to assist
the relocated Bikinians to make a successful adjustment to Killi., A fifty-
A00L SCHOULELD Was pulvlidSed dfil LgKned over to The group. Lnis was To de
used to supply the island in addition to the regular field trip ship stops.
'i‘he qraft was soon lost in the surf due to mishandling by the inexperienced
crew. A sééond craft was provided several yvears later, This was a great
help But was lost in a typhoon that swept through the southern Marshalls
in early Janvary of 1958. Govermment land was provided for the use of
the Killi people on the neighboring atoll of Jaluit. Several acres on
Jabwor Island were used as a village area. Houses, a warehouse, and other
useful structures were erected by thé government, These were- to Ibe used
by the menbers of the Killi boat crew and others while the craft a nchored
off. Jabwor, Three smaller islands were provided from which the Killi
Iiesidents of Jabwor could obtain coconuts, pandanus and other local foods,
The typhoon wiped out the village on Jabwor and the few Killi people there

left the atoll for good, .
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A community development project had been set up on Killi to assist the
people to develop and exploit the resources of the island to the maximum
extent, Handicraft production was stimulated. The ﬁroduct;on of the now
famous Killi Bags has continued but other items are no longer made for
export. -

Attempts were nade to exploit the large taro patch area as a source of
food and possible cash income. Two taro lifts were made by ship to Kusaib
Island in the Ponape District., Large quantities of high quality tafo‘plants
were obtained and planted on Killi. A Kusaien taro expert was hired to
supervise the project and to teach proper methods of cultivation.

It soon became obvious that the former Bikinians, to whom taro was a
verv minor and uadmpo:tant itam, wore not intcorested in cultivatin
useful plant.(It shouid be noted that tarc cultivation is becoming increas-
ingly of less importance in the Marshalls, even in those areas in the
southern Marshalls where taro once flourished). The taro patch on Killi
was ruinéd by the typhoon of 1958, Wave action flooded the area with salt
water, This killed the few plants which were left and adversely affected |
the fresh water lens.

The Community Development Project on Killi was terminated some time
after the typhoon. It was not continued by the community.

Thf ecopomic difficulties of the fonuer Bikini people were alleviated

somewhat when they were paid the sum of $325,000 in 1956 in exchange for the use
of Bikini Atoll.This was the first c&sh compensation paid the fomer

inhabitants of Bikini since their removal more than ten years previously.

<
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The interest from the ®Trust Fund into which $300,000 was placed provides
an income of only a few dollars a year for each of the Bikinians, This.will
become even less significant as the population inc;easea as ig inevitable,
This inadequacy has been the reason for much of the dissatisfaction and
bitternes; felt by many of the former Bikini inhabitants today,
These feelfmgs and attitudes have been tremendously increased by the ex gratia
payment of $1,020,000. to the former Enewetak peopie in 1969, ‘

The Bikini exiles feel that they should receive equal treatment -in'a.smuch
as they were also removed from their atoll. They have petitioned for additional
financial help, but to no avdil, A Bikini delegation is in Washington at

this writing to attempt to obtain additional monies from the U,S,government,

“he Tnterim Pevioh

Following the typhoon of 1958 life continued on Killi in its usual
uneventful way. The routine of daily living, copra making, food gathering,
fishing vhen possible, and the like was only interrupted by the infrequent
visits of the field trip ships, and a few visitors from the outside world,

AND 7L :
The logistic[problems and the yearning to return to Bikini, and the hope,

never abandoned, that this might be possible some day remained,

The testing of nﬁnléaﬁweapons ceased on Bikaai and the ravaged atoll

was abandened by man,

Prelude ‘tc Return to Bikini

On August 12,1968 the portentious announcement was made by President
Johnson that Bikini would no longer be necded for the nuclear weapons
testing program and that the atoll would be returned to its former inhabitants.

The Bikini people had hoped and prayed for this day for over twenty years.
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The announcement was the culmination of a prolonged period of radio-

logical and biological surveys by the Atomic Energy Commissidﬁ, and a.

. ; \
specific study in 1967 to determine whether the atoll was safe for human
habitation, ; 1

The experts found that Bikini Island and Eneu Island,hthe largest in the
atoll, wigre safpe for human habitation and exploitation., The other smaller
islands can be visited, they stated, but are not yef safe for permaﬁentq
habitation, ( It was later determined by the AEC experts that the'gmdller
islands of Aerk8j, Aerk8j-Loll, and Bikidrin in the southern part of the
atoll are safe fof.human habitation and exploitation). The restrictions
on the other islands and islets remain,

A suivey ¥isit to Dildni by ship was made in late:r Augunet, 1068, Thie
was headed by the High Cormissioner of the Trust Territory. And included
members of his staff and of the Marshalls District staff, and representa-
tives of the Bikini people. Representatives of the Atomic Fnergy Commission,
the Department of Defense, and the Department of Interior also participated
in this historic inspection trip,

The first leg of the trip was made to Killi where the people were told
formally and officially that they would be able to return homef The plans
for rehabilitating the atoll, and the radiological uafety/contéminatipn
situaPion were explained to them,

Intensive planning for clean-up and clearing ¢f debris and vegetation
was done soon after the suwvey trip fo Bikini. Cost estimates were dcveloped

by the AEC for this herculian task, The Trust Territory developed estimates

for replanting, redevelopment, and resettlement. Other top level meetings

L T N e Amarm Tl vl AV LIAYYE T . Sr X % TR L T AC N MW o e e e
Aoiadwod, ThT 2inal plans were approved und in Fehroacy  1GRG. the progvam
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of the rehabilitation of Bikini Atoll began- with the clean up phase,

A joint task force composed of military, Im,cqntractor personnel,” and
a Trust Territory representative from the district landed on Eneu Island,
Bikini Atoil to begin the formidable assignment of preparing the atoll for
the return of its former inhabitants,

The prospect was not encouraging. A dense, almost impenetrable j_ungle-

like growth of vegetation covered the surfacé of most of the isla:nds ot-'
the atoll. Only a relatively few coconut trees remained on some of tiae
islands. Rusted towers loomed high above the jungle which blanketed lower
lying structures, ‘and tons of debris.

The dazzling white beaches were littered with large quantities of scrap
metral includine riefea and dereriaraten vehicies tandine crati. ana
machinery. It was a very depressing scenc,

Certain islands had been sever_ly damaged by the testing of nuclear :
uea.pbns. Some of them had been partially destroyed, with portions missing,
A few others had been reduced to sand spits or completely obliterated,

The surface of many of the islands had been drastically altered, Land had .;
been blasted away, or moved elsewhere for the construction of causeways,

bunker protection, and berms.

The Cleansup Phase

The arduous task of cleamup began as soon as the camp was set up. The
grueling work continued through the hot summer with its heavy raimre, and
was completed in September,

The wusted towers and other radioactive or mechanically dangerous
st‘ructures were removed with dynamite where necessary, and disposed of,

HUSTea equUINmMent ana OTher denris were cieared Irom The 1814nas .and reers

of the atoll. Large holes and culverts were filled and leveled. Roads were

»
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cut around the main islénds, and also from lagoon to ocean where necessary. '

The large islands of Eneu and Bikini were stripped of vegetation in
alternate rows in preparation for scientific, properly spaced planting of
coconut trees. s

The old arrstrip on Eneu was cleared and prepared for the weekly supply
plane which was to service the cleanup group, and for emergency air liffs
in thé future, The piers,which had badly deteriorated, were refurbished -
and made serviceable, Bunkers and buildings that could be used by the
returning islanders were cleaned up and repaired,

Representatives of the Bikini people, seleéted by the council on Killi
Island, also participated in the cleanup operation from early in the program,
They assisted in the work, for which they were paid, and served in an
advisory'caﬁacity as well,

These leaders expressed satisfaction with the work that had done, realiza-
tion of the good potential of the atoll, and optimism for the future pro~ |
ductivity ;f Bikini and its desirability as a place in which to live,

The broad lagoon, adjacent ocean, and extensive reefs of Bikini teem

with marine life of many kinds, Seabirds abound, and large turtles frequen§

the beaches of the large atoll. All of the wildlife of Bikini is safe for

= 3

human consumption, according to the AEC, except for the coconut crabs

(Birgus latro). The condition of the marine life was an important factor
-
in the optimistic attitude of the leaders. And it will bbviously be a

very iyportant factor in the economy and the well being of the returnees.
i a

Tiny Killi, as has been pointed out, without a lagoon, and with[very
limited reef area, provides very little edible marine life., Indeed, the

<
-

contrast in marine resourdes is dramatic, : =
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The Agricultural Rehabilitation Phase

The Agricultural Rehabilitation Phase began in November 1969, just.
prior to the departure of the Cleanup Task Force.'The Marshall Islands
District Agricultufist, and staff members, assisted by Bikini representatives
prepared a large coconut nursery on Eneu Island. Selected séed nuts brought
from Jaluit Atoll were planted and nurtered. These were transplanted when
sprou;ed properly. ‘ | -

The second increment of seed nuts érrived on Bikini in mid-Deceﬁbér of
the same year. They were brought up on a special field trip from Jaluit
and Namorik. Twenty-three Bikini mén boarded the ship at Killi and accom-
panied the shipment of nuts to Bikini, They remained there for a period
to help revlant the atoll. |

The islands of Bikini and Eneu were almost completely "Zplanted in
coconuts within the following years. This tremendous task, involving
thousands of young trees, was completed in late December of 1973.The over-
whelming majority of the trees have survived and are thriving.

Subsistence crops were also planted. Out of 200 breadfruit planted on .
Bikini I¢land 40 have survived. And 560ty pandanus plants are alive out
of the 100 which were planted.

Future plans call for introducing more breadfruit and pandanﬁs plants
for Bikini and for Eneu as well.

It ié also planned to plant the islands of Aerk8j, Aerk8j Loll, and
Bikidrin with coconuts, breadfruit, and pandanus,
An all Marshallese agricultural work force remains on Bikini to maintain

the:plantings and to carry out the rest of the agricultural program.

Copra production will be tremendously incircasad an Rikini dune éo the

scientific planting of selected nuts.
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The alrstrip on Eneu was not planted and will be used for medical
emergency flights and possible future economic development of the community.

The atoll will not be able to support the entirg_population until the
coconut, breadfruit, pandanus, andoother food plants come into production.
This will_noﬁ be for a number of ye;rs. This means six to eight yearsﬁféé
coconut trees from the time of planting, dependent upon rainfall and soil
conditions. The breddfruit can be expected to bear from seven to eight
years from time of planting. And the pandanus will bear from two to
three years, again, under favorable growing conditions. Bikini will
not be a very comfortable habitat until the trees have matured to the
peint where they wiil provide shade as well as food. Indeed, the islands
will be very hot, and rather bleak in appearance ﬁntil this time.

E1111 Ts)amd Wil be the "home bage” until such time a5 a mass yeturn
to Bikinil is possible. Tﬁe sum of $95,000 was spent by the government to
build new wooden homes and other facilities on Killi to make the island
a more.livedble place during the ﬁaiting period. The construction work was
done by the residents themselves with the help of the Community Development
Department.

‘Two locally constructed boats equipped with outboard motors were
sent to Killi at this time. These were to enable the people to troll
and use other fishing techniques around the island. And to offloéd copra
and bring goods into the island more efficiently and easily.

In November, 1972 a commodity distribution program was instituted for
thé benefiit of the Killi. community. Shipmenis of food are sent to the
isla9d regularly to supplement their diet. This has alleviated the econ-

-

onic situation considerably. ¢
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The Construction Phase

With the announcement that the Bikini people would be ableto return
to the atoll came an official press reiease from the Department of Interior,
This stated that a "model island ;cmmunity“ would be constructed., A rather
detailed description of a community, that included homes and all necessary
municipal buildings and facilities was discussed in the press release
which was widely distributed. | 2

The High Commissioner's office‘gave the contract to do this construction
to a Majuro based company.,

House plans were drawn by the design sectiop at headquarters, in consul-
tation with district staff involved. Cnc of these plans was selected by
o Killi Comcil fram the several sbawn 4hem on Killi, Modifications of
the basic plan were made by Killi representatives later in the planning
stage. _

In ea;ly April of 1971 the #dvance party of the contractor arrived
on Bikini to site up the work camp and to construct a warechouse,

Twelve members of the Killi (Bikini) Council were also on the ship.
Their task was to assist the district surveyors in establishing and marking
the former boundaries of the lincage land holdings (wlito). Home and municipal
building sites were also laid out and marked, Al

Contract TT-171-83 was signed and work on the Bikini Housing Project

was started in June, 1971.



Current Status of the Housing Project

The contractor has reported that the following construction has been
completed as of the end of March 1974: 46 houses, 24 water catchment-
storage units, 10 cook houses, and” 10 laundry houses., Prefabricated

materials for further construction were shipped to Bikini at this time,.
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To Return, 6f Not To Return, That iIs The Question

Although the Office of the High Commissioner has announced that the
Bikiai people will return to their home atoll "on or about May 1,1974"
there is some doubt that this will actually happen.,

The Magistrate and other Killi}ﬂikiﬁi leaders allegedly agreed to
reéurn on April 30,1974 as proposed by the administration, A date which
perhaps will enable the High Commissioner to reprtrt the move to the
next session of the United Nations Trusteeship Council, |

Rumor has it that the Bikini exiles may not retum at this time, or
in the near future., They have, it is said, set construction of all housing
that is, 80 dwelling units, and‘all public (municipal) buildifjgs as a pre-
requisite for their return to Bikini. The representatives claim that 40
hovuses will wot be 3dequate for 211 oF Che formev BiKint poovple on KI11I,
about 380 or so now. (Not to mention the people claiming land rights on
Bikini and living in places other than Killi, an ddditional 300 or more).

Tﬁe success of the mission té Washington in quest of monetary aid may
very well be a crucial factor in the willingness to return to Bikini,

In any event, the future is not certain as far as return to the atoll
is concerned. The next few weeks or months may be decisive,
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