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Tourism is everybody’s 

business, everyday 
by Tourism Office & Tapuitea 

staff 

The spirit of tourism began 

when the call of the Pacific 

Princess with over 1,000 

passengers and crew brought a 

shower of blessings and boost to 

our economy Sunday, May 1, 

2005. Although it arrived later in 

the afternoon passengers enjoyed 

their tour provided by Betty 

Cavanaugh and Pago Pago 

Tradewind Tours at Maliu Mai 

TOURISM WEEK & SWAINS FLAG DAYis the main focus of this week on Beach Resort in Fogagogo and 

island. Time to promote tourism and celebrate the 80th anniversary of the raising of 

Old Glory on Swains Island. Have a happy, safe and great celebration this week. 

at HTC Paogofie’s Guest Fale in 

Pava’ia’1. 

Over 20 handicraft vendors 

Swains Flag Day, a holiday on Friday displayed their unique souvenirs 

by Office of the Governor 

The 80th anniversary of the raising 

of the US flag on Swains Island will 

be celebrated with a government holi- 

day this Friday. 

An enjoyable and festive program 

has been planned for Veterans Memo- 

rial Stadium in Tafuna. 

The fautasi race (yes, there’s a fautasi 

race) begins at 7am Friday with the 

program at the Stadium to start at 9am. 

” There will be floats from Read-to- 
Me Samoa, Mafutaga a Tina Tokelau, 

matu’u Tokelau Community and 

Women in New Dimnesions (WIND). 

The cultural entertainment will be 

presented by the Samoa Tokelau Com- 

munity, ECE Administrative Staff, 

Pava’ia’i Elementary School, Petesa 

Uta Youth Group, Leone High School 

Swing Choir and the American Samoa 

Tokelau Community. 

Traditional Tokelau presentations 

will be offered by William Pedro and 

an address by Representative Alex 

Jennings, House member for Swains 

PAC DUBIY4.Al 134 

Island. 

Rep. Alex Jennings says bout 200 

Swains islanders residing on Tutuila 

will take part in the one-day celebra- 

tion, including Swains Island native 

Papali'itele Jack "Tihati" Thompson, 

Honolulu-based businessmanand en- 

tertainer. 

"We are look forward to a great day 

this coming Friday,” said Rep. 

Jennings. “It’s a wonderful feeling to 

celebrate this big occasion for all of us 

who fly the stars and stripes.” 

A Samoa Tokelau Community group 

from Apia will be attending the festivi- 

ties and entertain. 

On May 13, 1925 "American sover- 

eignty was officially extended to 

Swains placing her under the jurisdic- 

tion of the American Samoa govern- 

ment. 

Swains, a privately owned remote 

atoll located about 200 miles north of 

Tutuila, makes up the seventh island 

of American Samoa in accordance with 

federal documents. 

for our visitor’s who departed at 

6pm for Tahiti. Planned activities 

for Tourism Week included a 

formal presentation on board the 

Pacific Princess and distribution 

Yukiko Ohara, an 

of bumper stickers and t-shirts to 

handicraft vendors and visitors 

aboard the cruise ship and on the 

main dock. 

With Tourism Week this week 

in American Samoa, Governor 

Togiola Tulafono says there is a 

lot of work that needs to be done 

to create the industry in the 

Territory. 

“Tourism Week gives us the 

opportunity to promote positive 

attitudes towards developing 

tourism in the Territory,” said 

Governor Togiola. “Tourism is 

everybody’s business, everyday.” 

The Governor said tourism 

creates jobs and brings in revenue 

every year for American Samoa. 

“It’s a public investment to 

accommodate travelers and their 

ever changing needs,” said 

Governor Togiola. “We must 

>more on back page 

  

Another new lawyer has} 

joined the Attorney General’s } 
Office. 

Congratulations and 

welcome to Ms. Yukiko 

Ohara, who has been selected 

from 20 applicants who have 

applied for Assistant Attorney 

General positions. 

Ms. Yukiko is a graduate of 

Doshisha University, Kyoto, 

Japan, and William Mitchell 

College of Law in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. Before being hired 

  
by the Department of Legal 

ew addition at AG 

  
Yuldko Ohara 

Affairs, she was a Law Clerk with the Law Office of Alan W.C. Ma in 

Honolulu, Hawaii. Yukiko will serve as Assistant Attorney General 

prosecutor for District Court. 
“I am very happy to welcome Yukiko to our islands and to our office,” 

said Attorney General Sialega Malaetasi Mauga Togafau. “I know that 

Yukiko’s experience with us will be very rewarding.” 

OFFICIAL AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII LIBRARY  



Tapuitea: Ina ia manino le folauga 

“BUILDING SAFETY WEEK” 

PROCLAMATION 
WHEREAS, through our continuing attention to building 

safety, we enjoy the comfort and peace of mind of structures 
that are safe and sound; and, 
WHEREAS, American Samoa is constantly faced with 

the threat of natural disasters such as cyclones, tsunamis, 

landslides and earthquakes each year; and, 

WHEREAS, building safety and fire prevention officials 

are at work year round to guide the safe construction of 

buildings; and, 

WHEREAS, the dedicated members of the International 
Code Council, including building safety and fire prevention 

officials, architects, engineers, and others in the 

construction industry, develop and enforce codes to 

safeguard Americans in the buildings where we live, work, 

play and learn; and, 

WHEREAS, the International Codes, the most widely 

adopted building safety and fire prevention codes in the 

nation, are used by most U.S. cities, counties, and states. 

These modern, building safety codes also include 

safeguards to protect the public from natural disasters that 

can occur, such as snowstorms, hurricanes, tornadoes, 

wildland fires and earthquakes; and, 

WHEREAS, community awareness in American Samoa 

must be enhanced and our citizens need to be made more 
aware of the benefits of a properly constructed home, built 

with the consequences of fires and natural disasters in 

mind; and, 

WHEREAS, Building Safety Week, sponsored by the 

International Code Council Foundation, is an excellent 

opportunity to educate the public. It is a perfect time to 

increase public awareness of the role building safety and 

fire prevention officials, local building departments and 

federal agencies play in protecting lives and property; and, 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme, “Making Homes, Schools 

and Workplaces Safer Together,” encourages all 

Americans to raise our awareness of building safety, and 

to take appropriate steps to ensure that the places where 

we live, work, play and learn are safe. Countless lives have 

been saved because of the building safety codes adopted 

and enforced by local agencies; and, 

WHEREAS, this year, as we observe Building Safety 

Week, we ask all Americans to consider project to improve 

building safety at home and in the community, and to 

recognize the local building safety and fire prevention 

officials and the important role that they play in public safety. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Togiola T.A. Tulafono, Governor 

of American Samoa, do hereby proclaim the week of May 
8" to the 14", 2005, as: and accordingly, our citizens are 

encouraged to participate in Building Safety Week activities 

and assist efforts to improve building safety. 

Building Safety Week May 8-14   

HUD HOME funds for new homes 

or rehabilitation available at DBAS 

by DBAS staff 

You may now apply to borrow from 

the Development Bank of American 

Samoa (DBAS) to build a new home 

or repair your existing home through 

the Housing Urban Development 

Home loan program (HUD HOME). 

However, you must be a US Citizen, 

National or Permanent Resident of 

American Samoa. 

More than $688,000 is available for 

the federal program this year and is 

to provide long-term mortgage 

financing for construction of new 

homes in American Samoa. If you 

wish to construct a new home, you 

must choose a plan from the standard 

plans for one, two, and three bedroom 

homes that have already been 

approved by the bank. Custom plans 

and modifications are not allowed. 

The approved plans are available at 

the DBAS office on the second floor 

‘of the Lumana’i Building, above the 

Post Office. Loans for the 

construction of new homes range from 

$25,000 to $40, 000. 

For those who require home 

rehabilitation, an additional $500,000 

is also available from HUD Program 

Income funds to renovate or repair 

your existing single-family home that 

you already occupy. These 

rehabilitation loans have a cap of 

$15,000. 

Both loan programs have income 

restrictions and other qualification 

requirements. Maximum household 

income allowable is based on family 

size and includes all adults living in 

the household. 

If you reside on communal land, 

you must obtain a Communal Land 

Lease signed by the family sa’o and 

approved by the Governor. As 

obtaining the land lease is a lengthy 

process, the bank urges applicants 

who must obtain one to initiate the 

process as soon as possible. DBAS 

offers assistance in obtaining this land 

lease. Those who own the land must 

provide a deed. 

After you have completed all the 

necessary paperwork, the application 

must then be submitted directly to 

Easther Jones, DBAS HUD Program 

Coordinator. 

The review process for all 

applications will begin after August 

12, 2005. Applicants can expect a 

written response from ASG/DBAS on 

the status of their application when 

the review process has been 

completed. Successful applicants are 

then given thirty days after they 

receive notification to comply with all 

approval conditions. Funds will be 

made available by October of this 

year. 

The deadline for all completed 

applications is August 5. 

  
Damage to a tin roof shack on Swains Island from the wrath of 

Hurricane Olaf. Happy Swains Island Flag Day...80th anniversary.


