
|THE MARSHALLS AND THE PACIFIC, No. 23 HOURGLASS SPECIAL FRipay, JANuaRY 21, 1966|

THIS 1S THE TWENTY=THIRD INSTALLMENT IN A. SERIES OF

ARTICLES CONCERNING LIFE IN THE MARSHALL ISLANOS

AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN AS A WHOLE.

THEY ARE BEING PUBLISHED EXCLUSIVELY BY THE HOURGLASS | | NEW-VILLAGE. THIS WAS LOCATED ON THE LAGOON BEACH NEAR
| AND WRITTEN By E. H. BRYAN, JR., WITH THE ASSISTANCE THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE MAIN ISLET. THEY ERECTED 26

OF THE STAFR OF THE PACIFIC SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION PREFABRICATED TENT FRAMES WITH WOODEN FLOORS, AND ALSO NEW
CENTER AT THE BERNICE P. BisSHop Museum IN HONOLULU, CONCRETE CISTERNS. THE LST RETURNED To Brisa ON MARCH 63
OF WHICH HE 1S MANAGER, THE POPULATION WENT ABOARD NEXT DAY, EXTENSIVELY PHOTO- :

GRAPHED By STILL AND NEWSREEL CAMERAS; ANO THEY MADE AN
| ATOM | C BOMBS AND OVERNIGHT TRIP TO THE NEW ISLAND. HERE EACH HOUSEHOLD WAS

ASSIGNED A DWELLING, AND SOON ALL WERE COMPLETELY RESETTLED

D SPLACED PERSONS - FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS.
(6 | BY E. H. BRYAN. JR THE NEW RESIDENTS EXPRESSED THEMSELVES AS SATISFIED, BUT
; 

e Tle 3 : 
NOT ENTHUSIASTIC. THEY STILL BELIEVED THAT IT WAS ONLY A

* Few PERSONS IN AMERICA OR, FOR THAT MATTER, ANYWHERE MATTER OF TimME BEFORE THEY COULD RETURN TO BIKINI. THIS
4 AROUND THE WORLD, HAD HEARD OF BIKINI PRIOR TO JANUARY 24, BELIEF WAS REINFORCED A FEW WEEKS LATER, FOLLOWING THE EX-

1946. ON THAT DATE IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE AMERICAN JOINT | PLOSION OF THE FIRST ATOMIC BOMB, WHEN JUDA WAS FLOWN TO
CHIEFS OF STAFF HAD SELECTED THIS ISOLATED ATOLL IN THE Bikinl TO VIEW THE RESULTS. THE BOMB HAD BEEN EXPLODED IN

NORTHERN MARSHALL 4SLANDS AS THE SITE OF "OPERATION CrROSS- THE AIR OVER THE ANCHORED TARGET FLEET, AND HAD CAUSED VERY

ROADS', THE CONTROLLED EXPLOSION OF SOME ATOMIC BOMBS. NoT {LITTLE APPARENT DAMAGE TO THE LAND OR VEGETATION. JUDA

EVEN THE I67 INHABITANTS OF THE ATOLL HAD BEEN INFORMED OF COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THE REAL DANGER WAS FROM RADIO-
THE PLAN UNTIL FEBRUARY IO, 1946, WHEN Commopore BEN WyaTT, |ACTIVE RESIDUE, AND APPARENTLY ‘NOBODY TOLD HIM THE BAD NEWS

WHO HAD CHARGE OF MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEST, HAD THE | THAT THEY MIGHT NEVER BE ABLE TO RETURN TO THEIR ISLAND.

DELICATE TASK OF ASKING THE BIKINI PEOPLE, THROUGH THEIR | ALL WAS NOT WELL ON RONGERIK. THERE WERE REPORTS BY VI-

: ALABS (FAMILY HEADS), LED BY JUDA (1ROIU OR RANKING ALAB OF {|S1TORS OF HOMESICKNESS, POOR ORGANIZATION, EVEN LAZINESS.
4 THE GROUP), TO GIVE UP THEIR HOMES, THEIR SCATTERED GROVES in Jucy 1947, A JUNIOR, MEDICAL OFFICER REPORTED THAT THE

OF COCONUT PALMS, AND THEIR FISHING PLACES IN THE SPACIOUS | PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE WAS ALARMINGLY BAD, AND

‘ LAGOON, AND MOVE ELSEWHERE. : THAT HE THOUGHT IT WAS DUE TO INADEQUATE FOOD SUPPLY. THE

AS SIMPLY AS HE COULD, COMMODORE WYATT TOLD THE LITTLE BOARD OF INVESTIGATION WHICH WAS SENT INCLUDED Dr. HowARD

GROUP HOW SCIENTISTS HAD LEARNED THE WAY TO CONTROL GREAT G. MACMILLAN, AN EXPERT ON MICRONESIAN AGRICULTURE, AT THAT

POWER OF DESTRUCTION. How THE USE OF THIS HAD HASTENED THE {TIME WITH THE U.S. CommerctaL ComMpANY. THE FOLLOWING ARE

END OF THE RECENT WAR. Now, IN ORDER TO LEARN MORE ABOUT EXCERPTS FROM HIS REPORT, DATED Aucust 19, 194/:- "THE

in THIS POWER, SCIENTISTS WANTED TO EXPLODE MORE ATOMIC BOMBS AGRICULTURE OF THE MAIN ISLAND 1S IN A VERY LOW STATE. THE

WHERE THEY WOULD NOT HARM, PEOPLE, BUT WHERE CAREFUL STUDIES |COCONUT PALMS ARE OLD AND UNPRODUCTIVE. THE NUTS ARE ALL

COULD BE MADE OF THE EFFECTS OF EXPLODING THEM. AFTER CARE~{| REQUIRED FOR FOOD, NONE AVAILABLE FOR COPRA. A DISASTER-

FUL STUDY, THE BIKINI LAGOON HAD BEEN SELECTED AS THE PLACE./OUS FIRE IN MAY DAMAGED ABOUT 30 PERCENT OF THE PRODUCTIVE

IT WOULD NOT BE SAFE FOR PEOPLE TO STAY ON THE !SLANDS. TREES. THE FEW BREADFRUIT TREES APPEAR TO BE NONPRODUCTIVE,

WOULD THEY BE WILLING TO MOVE TO SOME OTHER ISLANDS? THERE 1S NO TARO. THE PANDANUS IS OF THE POOREST SORT.

IT WASN'T SETTLED JUST WHERE THEY MIGHT GO, NOR WAS IT THE FOOD SUPPLY HAS FALLEN SO LOW THAT THE NATIVES ARE CUT-

MADE CLEAR THAT THIS MOVE WAS TO BE PERMANENT. DESPITE /TING PALMS TO EAT THE HEART. THEY REPORT BEING POISONED BY

THIS, CHIEF JUDA IS REPORTED TO HAVE REPLIED IN EFFECT: ‘IF [FISH WHICH ARE CAUGHT IN THE LAGOON. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND THE SCIENTISTS OF THE WORLOD/|THEIR DEPARTURE FROM RONGERIK HAS BEEN TOO LONG DELAYED.”

WANT TO USE OUR ISLANDS TO FURTHER THE DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT, | THE BOARD HASTENED TO SUGGEST THAT THE BIKINI PEOPLE BE

WITH GoDo'S BLESSING, COULD BENEFIT ALL MANKIND, MY PEOPLE MOVED AGAIN, BUT WHERE? MOST OF THE POSSIBILITIES ALREADY

WILL BE WILLING TO GO ELSEWHERE.” HAD BEEN GIVEN CONSIDERATION. HOWEVER, THERE WERE STILL

BUT WHERE COULD THEY GO?. THIS WAS THEIR ONLY HOME, AL- TWO UNOCCUPIED ISLANDS WHICH MIGHT BE CONSIDERED. ONE WAS

THOUGH THEY HAD NOT ALWAYS LIVED ON BIKINI. ‘SOME 130 YEARS |UJELANG ATOLL, NORTHWESTERNMOST OF THE MARSHALL GROUP; THE

BEFORE, THEIR ANCESTORS, ABOUT. 100 IN NUMBER, MEN AND WOMEN, |OTHER KIL! ISLAND, FAR TO THE SOUTH. BOTH HAD BEEN DEVEL-

# “© |HAD ARRIVED THERE FROM WoTJE ATOLL, 300 MILES TO THE EAST, |OPED BY THE JAPANESE AS PRIVATELY-OWNED COPRA PLANTATIONS,

‘ ANO UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THEIR CHIEF LARKELON HAD DE- AND SINCE THE WAR HAD BEEN UNOCCUPIED. THE UJELANG LAGOON

~ FEATED THE PREVIOUS INHABITANTS OF BIKINI, CAUSING THEM TO |HAS ONLY HALF THE AREA OF RONGERIK'S, BUT ITS 32 ISLETS

i TAKE TO THEIR CANOES AND DEPART. FOLLOWING HAT, The NEW HAVE A COMBINED AREA NEARLY THE SAME AS RONGERIK'S he WlonH

COMERS HAD STAYED CLOSELY ON. THEIR RING OF 2/7 ISLANDS. IT |GrRovES OF FINE COCONUT PALMS. KIL! 1S A SINGLE ISLAND OF

WAS NOT A LUXURIANT ATOLL, BUT IT WAS ALL THE HOME THEY KNEW.}230 ACRES, IN THE MORE LUXURIANT SOUTHERN PART OF THE MAR-

WATER SUPPLY WAS A CRITICAL FACTOR. ALTHOUGH THE RAINFALL |SHALLS, BUT HAS NO LAGOON AT ALL. THE BOARD HASTENED TO

AVERAGED /5 TO GO INCHES A YEAR, SCARCELY ANY RAIN FELL DU~ [RECOMMEND UJELANG, ESPECIALLY AS THE MOVE WOULD BE BUT A
RING FEBRUARY AND MARCH, AND THESE OFTEN WERE DROUGHT MONTHSJSHORT ONE. A WORK PARTY OF TEN BIKINI MEN AND 20 SEABEES |

HOWEVER, THE SPACIOUS LAGOON (230 SQUARE MILES) MADE UP FOR [ARRIVED AT UJELANG ON NOVEMBER 22, 1947, WITH ENOUGH MA- “

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DEFICIENCIES. TERIALS TO CONSTRUCT A NEW VILLAGE FOR THE PEOPLE OF RON-

UNDER THE OLD ARRANGEMENT OF MARSHALLESE POWER POLITICS, IGERIK. TEN DAYS LATER, THE Atomic ENERGY ComMISSION AN-

AS EXPLAINED IN ANOTHER CHAPTER, BIKINI, WITH OTHER NORTHERNINOUNCED THE SELECTION OF ENIWETOK ATOLL AS THE SITE FOR A

MARSHALL ATOLLS, HAD BEEN BROUGHT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF |SECOND SERIES OF ATOMIC BOMB EXPERIMENTS. THE 145 MarR-

KABUA, PARAMOUNT CHIEF OF AILINGLAPLAP, SOME 300 MILES TO. SHALLESE ON THAT ATOLL HAD TO BE EVACUATED BEFORE DECEMBER

THE SOUTH, AND HAD BEEN FORCED TO PAY TRIBUTE TO HIM. KABUA |1G. To MEET THIS EMERGENCY, THE NAVY HAD TO USE WHAT HAD

HAD BEEN GIVEN OFFICIAL BACKING BY THE GERMAN ADMINISTRATIONJSBEEN PREPARED ON UJELANG FOR THE BIKINI PEOPLE &AS AN EMER-

WHEN KABUA DIED IN 1910, BIKINI, ALONG WITH LAE AND UJAE, GENCY HOME FOR THE ENIWETOK PEOPLE. THEY WERE ESTABLISHED

HAD COME UNDER THE SWAY OF HIS SON, JEIMATA. COULD THE THERE IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS; BUT THE BIKINI PEOPLE HAD TO

, BIKINI PEOPLE GO TO THESE OTHER TWO ATOLLS? LAE WAS TOO CONTINUE TO EXIST WHERE THEY WERE.

SMALL (TOTAL AREA 256 SQUARE MILES) AND ITS RESOURCES WERE | THE PRINCIPAL CHAMPION AND CHRONICLER OF THE DISPLACED
TOO LIMITED TO ABSORB I67 PERSONS IN ADDITION TO THE 103 AL~/poPULATION FROM BIKINI HAS BEEN DR. LEONARD E. MASON. HE
READY LIVING THERE. ALTHOUGH UJAE WAS LARGER (./2 SQUARE FIRST STUDIED THE MARSHALLESE PEOPLE IN 1946 FoR THE U.S.

MILES) IT HAD ONLY ONE=THIRD THE LAND AREA OF BIKINI, AL- {COMMERCIAL ComMPANY'S ECONOMIC SURVEY OF MICRONESIA. Hts

READY HAD 122 |JNHABITANTS, AND THERE WERE OTHER DIFFICULTIES |FIRST FALK WITH THE BIKINI PEOPLE HAD BEEN ON RONGERIK,

OF ADEQUATE LANDING FACILITIES WITHIN THE MUCH SMALLER LA- j|May Il, 1946, aBoUT TWO MONTHS AFTER THEY HAD ARRIVED THERE

GOON. AFTER JOINING THE ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

THERE WERE FEW UNINHABITED ATOLLS IN THE MARSHALLS. RON= lor HAWAI!, HE CONTINUED HIS INTEREST IN THE MARSHALL ISLAN-

GERIK WAS ONE OF. THE FEW. WITH LAND AT A PREMIUM, IF IS=- DERS AND RETURNED TO THE AREA AGAIN AND AGAIN. AT THE RE-

LANDS WERE UNINHABITED, THERE MUST BE SOMETHING WRONG WITH |QuEST OF THE HIGH CoMMISSIONER OF THE TRUST TERRITORY, HE

THEM. THERE WAS A LEGENO: WHICH TOLD OF RONGERIK'S SHORT- SPENT TWO WEEKS IN THE MARSHALLS, JANUARY 24 TO FEBRUARY O,

COMINGS. IT HAD TO DO WITH A WICKED WOMAN NAMED LIBOKRA, 1948, MOST OF THE TIME ON RONGERIK, TO LEARN WHY THE BIKINI
WHO SPENT MUCH OF HER TIME EXPERIMENTING WITH POISONS. AF= |PEOPLE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO ADJUST TO THAT ENVIRONMENT. TO

TER TRYING TO LIVE ON VARIOUS ATOLLS, SHE FINALLY HAD SET= {QUOTE HIS OWN WORDS:

TLED ON RONGERIK, WHERE SHE DIED. HER BODY HAD BEEN THROWN "My ARRIVAL AT RONGERIK COINCIDED WITH THE MOST SEVERE

“ INTO THE LAGOON, WHERE ALL THE KINDS OF FISHES WHICH ATE IT |FOOD SHORTAGE EVER EXPERIENCED BY THE BIKINIANS. STORMY
” BECAME POISONOUS AS FOOD. ONE VARIETY OF PANDANUS ALSO HAD |WEATHER DURING THE PREVIOUS WEEK HAD PREVENTED ANY FISHING,

- BECOME POISONOUS, AS WELL AS THE WATER IN THE SHALLOW WELLS. JEVEN IN THE RELATIVELY SHELTERED LAGOON. DIVING PARTIES
. SHE ALSO HAD CAUSED THE-COCONUTS TO BECOME UNDERSIZED. THE |WwORKING LONG HOURS ON THE REEFS SECURED ONLY 30 or 40 SMALL

WORST OF THE MATTER WAS THAT THERE SEEMED TO BE TRUTH IN CLAMS. CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE DERIVED SOME NOURISHMENT
SOME OF THESE STATEMENTS. : FROM THE MILK AND "SPOON" MEAT OF GREEN COCONUTS AND EVEN ,|

WHEN RONGERIK WAS SUGGESTED AS A PLACE TO GO, THE LEGEND JATE THE SOFTER PARTS OF THE SHELLS. A FEW QUARTS OF FRESH

WAS RECALLED BY THE BIKINI PEOPLE, BUT BELIEVING THAT THEIR |COCONUT TODDY WERE COLLECTED FOR INFANTS, AND BABIES NUR-

TRANSFER TO THAT ATOLL WOULD ONLY BE TEMPORARY, AND THAT IN ISED HUNGRILY AT THEIR MOTHERS! BREASTS. THE ONLY OTHER

TIME THEY WOULD AGAIN RETURN TO BIKINI, NINE OF THE ELEVEN FOOD AVAILABLE FOR THE 167 VILLAGERS WAS FLOUR MIXED WITH
ALABS VOTED TO MAKE THAT MOVE, DESPITE THE BAD NAME AND POOR WATER, WHICH PROVIDED EVERYONE WITH A PINT OF GRUEL EACH

ECONOMY OF THAT ATOLL. DAY. THE FINAL SACK OF FLOUR IN THE TRADING STORE WAS CON-

THE MOVE WAS BEGUN FEBRUARY 26, 1946, WHEN 22 BIKINI MEN ISUMED THE DAY | BEGAN MY WORK AT RONGERIK. FURTHER’ PROS-
AND A PARTY OF NAvyY SEABEES PROCEEDED TO RONGERIK TO SET OUT |PpECTS FOR FOOD WERE NGT IMMEDIATELY EVIDENT." :
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OF ‘THE MARSHALLS.

PrpoFESSOR MASON'S REPORT DESCRIBES IN DETAIL THE STRIN-

GENT MEASURES USED BY A COUNCIL, MADE UP OF JUDA AND THE

OTHER TEN ALABS, TO OBTAIN AND CONSERVE FOOD, AND ALSO WA-

TER, FOR THIS WAS THE DRY PERIOD OF THE YEAR. ALL FOOD WAS

DIVIDED INTO FOUR EQUAL PARTS, ONE FOR EACH "GALLEY", AND

ALL WAS SHARED ON THE BASIS OF NEED.

DURING THE SECOND WEEK OF PROFESSOR MASON'S VISIT, IN

EARLY FEBRUARY 1948, HELP CAME SWIFTLY. ON TUESDAY A RE-
PRESENTATIVE OF THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR ARRIVED FROM KWAJA-

To HIM PROFESSOR MASON EXPLAINED THE DESPERATE SI-

TUATION. THE LATTER SENT A HASTY DISPATCH TO THE GOVERNOR

AT DAWN NEXT DAY THE Civit ADMINISTRA-

TOR ARRIVED WITH HIS MEDICAL OFFICER, BRINGING WITH THEM

AS MUCH FOOD AS COULD BE LOADED INTO THE PLANE ON SHORT

NOTICE. AFTER HE HAD EXAMINED THE PEOPLE, THE DOCTOR STA-

TED THAT THEY WERE ON THE VERGE OF STARVATION. THE GOVER-

NOR IMMEDIATELY PLACED THE PEOPLE IN AN EMERGENCY STATUS,

SUPPLYING THEM WITH FOOD AND MEDICINES UNTIL SUCH TIME AS

THEIR FUTURE DISPOSITION COULD BE DETERMINED. ON THE FOL-

LOWING DAY (THURSDAY), BEFORE THE ISLANDERS FULLY UNDER~
STOOD WHAT HAD HAPPENED,:A NAVY VESSEL ARRIVED WITH A WEEK'S

RATIONS, FOLLOWED SHORTLY BY THE REGULAR SUPPLY VESSEL WITH

FOOD FOR A MONTH. ON SATURDAY A PLANE BROUGHT THE GOVERNOR

OF THE MARSHALLS IN PERSON, AND AFTER TALKING WITH PROFES-

SOR MASON AND A CONFERENCE IN THE TOWN HALL, HE PROPOSED

THAT RONGERIK BE ABANDONED AS SOON AS A TENT VILLAGE COULD

BE ESTABLISHED AT KWAJALEIN. HERE THEY COULD LIVE UNTIL

THE SITE OF THEIR FUTURE HOME COULD:BE DETERMINED. THE

MOVE TOOK PLACE ON Marcu 1I4, 1948.
THE MUCH-CHEERED BIKINIANS RECEIVED A WARM WELCOME WHEN

THEY ARRIVED AT THE KWAJALEIN PIER AT NOON ON MARCH 15,

1948. THEY WERE ESTABLISHED IN A CAMP OF THEIR OWN ON THE
SOUTH SIDE OF THE AIRSTRIP, NEAR THE MARSHALLESE LABOR

CAMP, IN A DOUBLE ROW OF CANVAS DWELLINGS WITH RAISED WwoOo-

DEN FLOORS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTS. ALL EXCEPT THE FEEBLE AND

AGED SHARED A COMMON MESS HALL WITH THE LABOR CAMP, AND

THEY HAD THE USE OF: PART OF A WAREHOUSE AS A SCHOOL, CHURCH

AND COUNCIL HALL. THOSE WHO DESIRED TO EARN MONEY WERE

GIVEN A CHANCE TO WORK. THEY MADE NEW FRIENDSHIPS, WATCHED

AMERICAN MOVIES, LEARNED ABOUT FAR AWAY PLACES AND PRODUCTS

oF AMERICAN STORES.

JUDA AND OTHER OF THE ALABS VISITED UJAE, LAE, WOTHO AND

Kil, AND SPENT LONG HOURS DISCUSSING THEIR FUTURE. THERE

IS LITTLE NEED TO DISCUSS FURTHER THE RELATIVE MERITS OF

THESE, FOR DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF A LAGOON, KILI WAS THE

EVENTUAL CHOICE.

KiL! HAD ONCE ‘BELONGED TO CHIEFS OF THE RALIK CHAIN, BUT

IT HAD BEEN PURCHASED BY ADOLPH CAPELLE AND DEVELOPED BY

HIM AS A COPRA PLANTATION. HE HAD SOLD IT TO THE JALUIT

CoMPANY, AND LATER THE JAPANESE HAD MADE IT PRODUCE ABOUT

60 TONS OF COPRA A YEAR. THE UNITED STATES TOOK OVER THE

PRIVATE OWNERSH!P FROM THE JAPANESE. KILI, TWICE THE AREA

OF THE ISLETS OF RONGERIK, HAS MUCH BETTER AGRICULTURAL

RESOURCES. IN ADDITLON TO THE FINE GROVES OF COCONUT

PALMS, THERE IS A GROVE OF BREADFRUIT TREES NEAR ITS CENTER,

AND THREE LOW AREAS IN WHICH TARO AND BANANAS CAN BE GROWN.

PANDANUS, ARROWROOT, PAPAYAS AND LIMES SHOULD ALSO GROW

WELL. THE COPRA WOULD SERVE AS A SOURCE OF INCOME. THE

CHIEF DRAWBACKS WERE THE ABSENCE OF A LAGOON AND THE DIF-

FICULTY OF LANDING OR GOING FISHING DURING PERIODS OF HIGH

SEAS. THERE WAS ALSO NO HARBOR FOR SHIPS. ALL THESE AD-

VANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES HAD BEEN GIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDER-

ATION BY THE BIKINIANS. ALL ADMITTED THAT THE POTENTIAL

FOOD SUPPLY WOULD BE GREATLY IMPROVED. THE YOUNGER MEN

WERE ENTHUSIASTIC OVER THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN MONEY FROM

COPRA.

THE ADMINISTRATION THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE VERY DESIR-

ABLE FOR THE BIKINI PEOPLE TO RECEIVE SOME. PRACTICAL IN-

STRUCTION ON THE BEST WAYS OF LIVING ON A SINGLE ISLAND,

LOCATED IN THE WET, LUXURIANT PART OF THE MARSHALLS, AND

VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE 25 ISLANDS, WITH A TOTAL AREA Six

TIMES AS GREAT, 450 MILES TO THE NORTHWEST. THE Kitt DeE-

VELOPMENT PROJECT BEGAN IN 1953, WITH JAMES MILNE (A NA- |

TIVE oF EBON) AS PROJECT MANAGER. HE WAS FOLLOWED IN 1955

BY KONTO SANDBERGER (oF JALUIT). BOTH THESE YOUNG MEN HAD

RECEIVED SPECIAL TRAINING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII.

WITH THEIR HELP, THE PEOPLE BECAME ADAPTED’ TO VERY DIFFE-

RENT SURROUNDINGS, WITH CHANGES IN ECONOMIC AND FAMILY

ORGANI ZATION.

A PLAN FOR THE DIVISION OF LAND ON KILI WAS DEVISED BY

JUDA, HEREDITARY LEADER OF THE GROUP, WHO HAD BEEN ELECTED

MAGISTRATE OF THE COMMUNITY. IT WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

BY THE Kivl COUNCIL. ALL OF THE VILLAGE WOULD BE COMMUNI-—

TY PROPERTY, BUT THE REMAINDER OF THE ISLAND WOULD BE DI-

VIDED INTO TWENTY AREAS ON THE BASIS OF THE NUMBER OF IN-

DIVIDUALS IN EACH. EACH SOCIAL UNIT WAS CALLED A BAMLE

(EQUIVALENT OF FAMILY). THE NUMBER WAS NINE LARGER THAN

THE ELEVEN ORIGINAL FAMILY GROUPS WHICH HAD LEFT BIKINI,

TO PROVIDE SPACE FOR THE PASTOR AND FOR OVERCROWDED GROUPS

HEADED BY YOUNGER BROTHERS OF BIKINI! ALABS. BAMLE HEADMEN

WERE TO RECEIVE ONE-QUARTER OF THE MONEY INCOME FROM EVERY

BAG OF COPRA PRODUCED ON THE GROUP'S LAND AND SOLD AT THE

KiL! STORE, BUT THIS WAS TO BE SET ASIDE AS A RESERVE TO

BE DRAWN UPON IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

In Novemeer 1956, THE Trust TERRITORY ADMINISTRATION

AGREED TO GIVE THE Kitt CouNcIL AN INITIAL PAYMENT oF $25,-

O00 TO BE DIVIDED AMONG THE 330 MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN
NOW REGARDED AS LEGITIMATE PARTICIPANTS IN THE SETTLEMENT,

TO COMPENSATE THEM FOR THE INDEFINITE USE OF BIKINI ATOLL

BY UNITED STATES AGENCIES. AN ADDITIONAL $300,000 was Es-
TABLISHED AS A TRUST FUND, WITH SEMI-ANNUAL INTEREST PAY-

MENTS, THE FIRST OF THESE, MADE ON JuLY 4, 1957, AMOUNTED
TO NEARLY $5,000. THIS WAS DISTRIBUTED BY THE COUNCIL IN
A VERY DEFINITE MANNER.

In 1954 tHE CouNCIL HAD SPONSORED A STORE IN Kitt. It
HANDLED THE HANDICRAFTS PRODUCED ON THE ISLAND. AFTER

EACH PRODUCER HAD BEEN COMPENSATED, THE PROFITS REMAINED

WITH THE STORE. WITHIN LESS THAN TWO YEARS, THE STORE WAS

WORTH ABOUT $5,000, AND HAD EXPANDED INTO THE WHOLESALE
CENTER FOR ABOUT NINE OUTLETS ON KILL. THE: STORE iS RUN

BY THE COUNCIL, BUT ALL THE PEOPLE ARE SHAREHOLDERS. How-

EVER, ALL THE PROFITS CONTINUE TO REMAIN WITH THE STORE.

LACK OF SHIP COMMUNICATION BETWEEN KILI AND OTHER MAR-

SHALL ISLANDS HAD HAMPERED DEVELOPMENT. THE REASON FOR

THIS IN PART WAS DUE TO LANOLNG DIFFICULTIES AT KILI DUR-
ING STORMY PERIODS, WHEN THE REGULAR COMMERCIAL SHIPPING

FROM KWAJALEIN AND MAJURO COULD NOT LAND. TO MEET THIS

DIFFICULTY, LAND WAS PROVIDED IN THE JALUIT LAGOON, AND A

FIFTY=FOOT AUXILIARY SCHOONER OBTAINED TO MAKE THE 30-MILE

TRIP BACK AND FORTH, WHEN LANDING WAS POSSIBLE. THUS THREE

KILL FAMILIES LIVED ON JALUIT, TO PROVIDE A TERMINAL.

RAD!O CONTACT ALSO WAS PROVIDED.

THE KIL! MAGISTRATE AND AN ASSOCIATE EACH YEAR ATTENDED

THE MEETINGS OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS CONGRESS AT MAyuro.

THE Kitt CHURCH, A PART OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MARSHALL

ISLANDS PROTESTANT CHURCHES, HAD BEEN ACTIVELY SUPPORTED

BY THE ENTIRE RESIDENT COMMUNITY. THERE IS A GOOD SCHOOL

ON KILI, AND SCHOLARS ARE SENT TO ADVANCED SCHOOLS ON

JALUIT AND MAJURO WITH FINANCIAL #1D FROM THE Kitt CHURCH

AND THE COUNCIL.

AND SO, THE DISPLACED PERSONS WHO HAD BEEN MADE TO LEAVE

Bikini IN 1946, AFTER MANY PRIVATIONS ARE BECOMING A PROS-

PEROUS COMMUNITY ON THE LITTLE ISLAND OF KILI, DEVELOPING

A NEW WAY OF LIFE AND A NEW TYPE OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL

ORGANIZATION, WHICH MAY BE LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR THE

FUTURE OF MICRONESIA.
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