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iw HISTORICAL NOTES l LBJ new record system a firstin Pac1ﬁc

: On March 1 1606 Swams Island was
: sighted by Spanish navigator Pedro Femandez

" de Quiros, who named it “Gente Hermosa.”

! (Loveiy people)

On March 1, 1951, American Samoa’s last |

naval govemor, Captain Thomas F. Darden, left
i Samoa aboard SS Sonoma, accompanied by
{ Mrs. Darden.
On March 2, 1872, Commander Richard W.
¢ Meade, USN, and Mauga Manuma of Pago Pago
! signed the first American-Samoan treaty at
Gagamoe Stream in Pago Pago. This treaty gave
. the United States the exclusive right to establish
© acoaling station for its fleetin Pago Pago Harbor.
¢ Although it was never ratified by the U.S.
Senate, the Samoans considered it “binding.”
On March 2, 1889, the U.S. Congress
appropriated “the sum of $100,000 for the

i purpose of permanently establishing a station

. for coal and other supplies for the naval and
| commercial marine of the United States on the
shores of the Bay of Pago Pago, Samoa, in
pursuance of the rights acquired by the Treaty
of 1878.” (This was in reference to the Mamea-
. Evarts treaty signed on January 17, 1878).
; On March 3, 1919, the U.S. Congress passed
an act which “provided for a census of

© American Samoa, to be taken by the governor

. inaccordance with plans approved by the United
. States Director of Census.”
. On March 3, 1930, the leaders of the Mau
met with Western Samoa’s Administrator,
Colonel Stephen Shepard Allen, New Zealand’s
. Defense Minister, Mr. John Cobbe, and other
~officials in the guest house of Tupua Tamasese
. Mea'ole in Vaimoso. Also in attendance were
Malietoa Tanumafili |, Mata’afa Faumuina Fiame
. Mulinu’u | and Tuimaleali’ifano Siu (whose sons
. would play prominent roles in Western Samoa’s
- future). The meeting was lengthy; nothing was
. accomplished, and tensions increased.
. On March 4, 1912, the first American
. Samoan Hospital was opened at Malaloa,
Tutuila. (Many years later, it was called the
“Annex” and served as ASG housing).
i On March 4, 1953, Secretary of the interior
: Douglas McKay appointed Lawrence McCully
. Judd, a former Governor of the Territory of

appointed civil governor (until August 5, 1953).
On March 5, 1973, Bishop Pio Taofinu’u

was elevated to the College of Cardinals by |

Pope Paul VI, becoming the first ever Cardinal
in the Pacific Islands. He had also been the

first Polynesian bishop in history.
more on back page
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as American Samoa’s fourth |

LBJ Tropical Medical Center was the subject of a recent article in the Federal Computer Week
magazine dated February 22, 2005. The article was an exposition of the Veterans Administration
VISTA patient record software system and cites American Samoa as the first user in the Pacific
Region. Taufete’e John Faumuina, CEO at LBJTMC, commented that given President Bush's
new mandate for the digitization of healthcare information, LBJTMC is getting a great deal of
requests for information from U.S. software vendors and medical providers alike on how the

VISTA system came to our islands and the efficacy of its utilization.

Here’s an excerpt from the Federal Computer Weekly magazine article:

When people think of cutting-edge computerized health systems, the Department
of Veterans Affairs is probably not the first organization that comes to mind. But VA
officials have developed a system that many believe could be the low-cost foundation
of the nationwide electronic health record (EHR) system that President Bush wants to
deploy.

The Veterans Health Information Systems and Technology Architecture (VISTA)
is a collection of about 100 integrated software modules that cover a wide swath of
health care applications, from patient records to admissions and billing...VISTA’s
strength derives from its development by physicians and clinicians as a system for
managing patient records. Many commercial EHR systems are merely billing systems
with added functions. >>>more on page 3

Procurement responds to Olafrecovery

The Office of Procurement (OP), which serves as a logistics and support office in
response to disasters and also federal agencies such as FEMA when disasters strike,
mobilized its personnel, vehicles, and equipment to assist with the Cyclone Olaf
emergency and recovery response.

On Friday, February 18%, Procurement personnel unloaded the first in a series of
Coast Guard C-130 cargo flights that carried electronic equipment, FEMA forklift, and
various supplies onboard. Accompanying the first shipment were FEMA personnel as
well as U.S. Forest Service personnel called “smoke jumpers” who are a support group
to FEMA.

Two days later, a 747 flight was unloaded by Procurement personnel which contained
generators, tarpaulins, tents, water, and numerous emergency response items which
were hauled over to the Procurement compound and then trucked it to the main dock in

Fagatogo the next morning to be loaded onto the U.S. Coast Guard vessel Polar Star.
>>>more on page 2

Governor Togiola in DC for meetings

. (WASHINGTON DC) — Governor Togiola Tulafono joined fellow governors of the
| National Governors Association (NGA) for breakfast at the White House on Monday,
February 28th hosted by President George W. Bush.
The President told the 55 governors of states and territories that he was pleased to
know that their respective budgets were improving and that revenues are on the rise.
After the NGA, Gov. Togiola attended the Interagency Group on Insular Affairs
| (IGIA) meeting, the largest group of high ranking officials ever assembled for the
i Insular areas. Gov. Togiola said the meeting was a big success and it covered the range
of issues confronting the islands
“The meeting with the President was encouraging and motivating,” said Gov.
. Togiola. “The IGIA meeting has resulted in upcoming Federal-Island partnerships.”
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