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)lotion pic tures  With Hawaiian and South Sea themes c n  be traced hack a t  least 
as far as l9l-3. Their heyday l a s t e d  appI?~Ximately t h r ee  d~cadcs ,  o r  wel l  into world 

I *  bore than 125 feature-bn@h f i l m s  shout ~e P ~ c l f i c  Islands and t h e i r  
Peoples were released i p  t]le United StAtes d u i n g  these  ysnrs, Their p r t m p l  of 
social, geowwhic  and h i s t w i c a l  conditions V25, \ & ~ h  fau exceptions, . 
tor t& and misleading, and the i r  s~-.bl;';is wnFj.tiea v4crc 3 j:cn n i l .  These movies 
were viewed by mill ions of Americans, rihose k--cwiedgc of arid c t t i t u d e s  toward Hawaii 
and the south Seas were inde l ib ly  m2rked by what t hey  h?d seen. The South Sea cinema 
thus became a potent ( a lbe i t  seldom recognized) f ac to r  in p o s t w r  tourism and mi- 
grztion patterns. 

This p p e r  b r i e f l y  describes 132 mnticn pic tures  cmcerned with Hawaii and the 
South Seas released in the  U.S. before July I, 1943. Except for one s e r i a l  and four 
short f i lms  of h i s t o r i c a l  significance, a l l  a re  feoture-length pictures,  t yp i ca l l y  
m i n e  a t  l e z s t  one hour. Geographic covenge hss  been a r b i t r a r i l y  l imi ted t o  the  
islands of Melancsiz, Kicronosia and Polynesia, o r  t o  unnamed o r  mythical i s l ands  
with s imi la r  c b r a c t e r i s t i c s .  k few movies ccncerned only incident3Jly with t h e  
Pacific Is lands  have been included, but most give the  region heavy emphasis. 

The geogrsphic limits s e t  f o r  t h i s  review admittedly excluded some choice ex- 
amples, ranging from the  docunentery t o  the  bizarre,  Although these  omitted films 
c b r a c t e r i s t i c a U y  were concerned with Indonesia, Southeast Asia, .md even Latin 
America and ~ f r i c a ,  they had much i n  cmxon with t he  standard "Scuth Se%lt production. 
The Beachcomber (1939), f o r  exampi?, was so t  in t h e  Dutch East Indies, but  in theme 
2nd treatment *night j u s t  a s  well  haw  been given.3 Samosn o r  Tusmotuan 1ocnle.l 
T,yphoon (1940), l ikewise l a i d  i n  t h e  Gst Indies, managed t o  combine such South Sea 
staples as Dorothy Lamour i n  a sarong, a white dere l i c t ,  a search fo r  black pearls, 
a typhoon and a tsunami.2 Other non-Pecific f i lms with South Sea themes included 
bli t h e  Unb-, a pionc3ring semi-d3cument8ry i n  color (1922);3 t h e  f i r s t  Road t o  
*gapore, s e t  in Ceylm (1931);b Xing Kong and i t s  sequel, Son of   on ( b o t h ) ,  
about a mythical i s l s n d  off  tho l l l l sy  ~en insu l a ;5  Samar2ng (& ~ u n d e  
p*hcess, e t h  l!E58 L , ~ O U ~  in (1936);7 White B r q o  (1930 and i f t o t o r y  
9f the Congo;8 and a number of p ic tures  bzsed on the  works of Joseph ~on rad ,  in- 
cluding one (The Rescue, 19291, with Duke ~ahanamoku.9 A l l  of these movies were re- 
luctantly cxccded so 3s t o  keep t he  a m l y s i s  within mana&esblu kDIU'lds* 

~t was l ikewise  n c c e s a r y  t o  ornit a l l  but the m o s t  important sho r t e r  filJIls* 

&e-and two-reel travelomes about a e  pac i f i c  Islands a r e  elmost  a s  02-3 a s  t he  
motion some 1898 footage by Burton Holnesy in fac t ,  i s  P I ' ~ ~ ~ ~ Q ~  the first 
m o v i e  ever de in pJ;2mesiae10 Hobos, Bonine and o thers  c d A u e d  t a  p ic ture  the 
pacific at every opportunity, and t h e i r  e f f o r t s  became standard fa= 2% thea te rs  and 
lecture hal ls  ell rjlwo-roel made in or  about Hamii Were common, and few *a- 
ceived notice beyond s l i n e  o r  two a t  the bottom of &splay a d ~  for the features 
they acc&panie d- 

Inasmuo!~ 33 about 21,000 fezture  films were released in the  U.S. during t h e  
% p a r  p r i o r ;  wider cmsidoration,  epproximltely one out of everg 165 movies had a 
Hawaiian or Seas localeel:! While t h i s  r a t i o  msy not seem very impressive when 
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compared with he p o ~ o r t i c n  of pictUN s h i d  i n  the  kmrioan yest ,  it fzr s u r p s s e s  
the percentage for such popdous and important re@.cnr. 33  New h g l m d ,  t h e  Ukraine, 
Or Africa* Honolulu alone appeaiad in more r;l.-:cs %han the combined totals 

Atlanta, Miliiaukea and 2 t i  3.7 3 0 f yhich far  exceeded the 
Hnwaiian ca p i t a 1  i n  populntion, wealth, 2 -3 p o l i t i c s  j ~qflu~t:~, 

knnur.l re leases  ran& ed f r O m  one t o  r: 1 : t . T ; I ~  lor;  ;r l&t ~3 s reached in 1918, 
I9193 and 1927; t h e  higher f igure,  i n  1930 2nd 1940. hc idwta l ; y ,  these  years  

.-a were ones i n  which escapism might be e i r p e ~ t ~ d  t o  smr--2930 was the f i - s t  f u l l  year  

of t h e  Great Depression, and 1940 t he  f - z s t  full year of idorld ?Jar 11--ebitod One . 
out of every 58 feature f i lms issued dwicg  1940 was s e t  i n  Hami i  o r  the South ~ e a s . q  
~roduc t ion  occurred in cycles, with peaks i n  1921, 1928-:931, 1937 and 1940, and 
iroughs in 1918-1919, 1924-1927, 1933-1935, and 1938. During the second half  of t h i s  
three-decade span, these f luc tua t ions  c losely  fr i l lo~ied those i n  t h e  business cycle. 

Nost South Sea movies released before L91.3 had m~dern s t o r i e s .  Four were given 
definite h i s t o r i c a l  se t t ings:  The Hidden P..3 ( l9 l8) ,  l a i d  i n  :;he 18901 s; Hel l  ---..,*-- - $&I (1933), about World War I; I.;uLL~p or. t,:!clBountv ( 3 ;  2nd e i q y  on t he  Black- - 
S?r:lc . .- (1939), 2. f i c t i t i o u s  t a l e  s e t  i n  l840,-'-'+ Five others  were vaguely 19th century 
irl se t t ing ,  Sixty took place in the  pesentJ,  The remaining 58 cannot be assigned 
dates on the ba s i s  of avai lsble  information, 

m m g  those with spec i f ic  locales,  Hawaii l e d  by a wide margin. Forty of t he  
127 feature  f i lms took place i n  Hawaii, 3 nd four  others  were l ~ r g e l y  concerned ~ L t h  
journeys t o  o r  from the  Islands,  The f i r s t  of these pic tures  with a Hawaii s e t t i n g  
ias The Nation1 s P e r i l  ( l a b ) ,  much of which was a c t u ~ f l l y  made i n  Honolulu. Even 
:a r l i e r  e f f o r t s  were x w z i i a n  Love and The Shark God, one-reel dramas shot on ah 
in February, 1913 and re leased a few months l a t e r ,  

=even full-length f i lms werd concerned with French ~ o l y n e s i a ,  focusing on t h e  
island of Tah i t i  in most cases. The e a r l i e s t  appear t o  have been The FJom_an God 
>hanged ,- (1921) and Lost end Found on a South Sea Is land (1923), t h e  second of  which 
ias a c t u a u y  shot on Tahi t i ,  His to r ica l ly  t.hese pic tures  were preceded by a two- 
'eeler released i n  1913, The y& of Old TaitL"u* 

Other i s l ands  proved l e s s  p c ~ u l a r .  Five f i lms had Samoan set t ings ,  t h r ee  were 
pijian, tm took place i n  New Gui_?ea, and one each in New Zealand and the  ~olomons, 

~ift-y-two movies were s e t  on mythical o r  unspecified I1South Sea! is lands ,  
'hirkJ-seven of these is lands  wert: f nh3bited, f i v e  were uninhabited ( a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  
,he hew was cast ashore), and demographic data a r e  UI l av~ ikb l e  f o r  the others* 

%o pic tures  made in Hawaii were about outside the region, H e n  Below 
,1933) and FOW Frightened People (1934) The formel, fhd at Pearl Harbor, was 
. story of iiorld War I submarine warfare. Introductory c red i t$  t o  the  l a t t e r  
t;  sture noted t h a t  I tan  ex t e r i o r  scenes were f i l m d  in the strange jun&=s of 
[aUna jnd Hauna Kea i n  t,he South Pacific1' and gave the  s t o ry ' s  loca le  as the  

hlay Peninsula. 
The m t t i n g s  of seven features cannot be determined from avai lable  informa'bion 

the p ic tu res  t a l l i e d  above sum to more than 127, bemuse s eve ra l  had more than one 
outh Sea loca le ) ,  

Most movies with Hawaiian o r  South Sea s e t t i ngs  were a c t u a l l y  f i l w d  i n  Holly- 
00d. The exceptions included 27 made i n  whole or  i n  pa r t  in Hawaii (;..us four 
i t h  l o c a l  background shots), f i v e  filmed on Tahi t i ,  f o w  i n  Samoa, an3 cne each i n  
ew Zealand, New Guinea, and on Bora Bora. Areas doubling f o r  South Sea loca t ions  
ncluded Florida, the  Behamas, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Mazatlan, and San Diego. Catalina 

sland was a favor i te ,  The ms jor i ty ,  however, were made e n t i r e l y  within the Holly- 
30d studios. 

Wherever t h e i r  se t t ing,  these  pic tures  portrayed South Sea geo!p%phy a s  a 
,natant hazard t o  l i f e ,  limb and property. Volcanic eruptions, earbhq~akes, 
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hurricanes, typhoons, crocodiles, sha rks  md nctopi appear w i t h  unnerving r egu l a r i t y  
in these  films. 

Volcanoes erupted i n  a t  l e n s t  12 pir+ures. Some nn--sly gushed lzva t h 8 t  en- 
veloped nearby vi l lages;  others exploded xlrl obkter-;?.ad em.L,e islands.  A few s movies f estured multiple catastrophes; i n  The Island o . ~ e ~ ~ ~  ( l9 l7) ,  f o r  example, -. .. ...--.--a the hero and heroine survive both 2 hurricane an.! a n  ewthquake, then f l e e  j u s t  in , 

time t o  see the is lznd vanish i n  a mighty volcar&.c explosion, A review in Time 
complained t ha t  Bird o f  Parr.dise - (1932) featured I t s  volcano spouting lava l i k e  
Wheatena. ..b?hen 2. volcano appears il t he  cinema it i s  usually sa fe  t o  assume t h a t  
there w i l l  be very l i t t l e  e l s e  i n  the way of a story.Jf The Newmeek review of -. -I- South of Pago Paao (1940) remarked t h a t  f f t he  author deserves mention f o r  r e s t r a i n t  
in not blowing up an avai lable  volcano f o r  the  customary holocaustff,  snd t h e  Star- 
3ullet in added t h a t  %he only unexpected developnent i s  the f a i l u r e  of the smoking 
volcano on Nanos t o  erupt.fr 

A t  l e a s t  ten  ~ i c t u r e s  assaul ted t h e i r  c a s t s  with high winds snd t o r r e n t i a l  
a i n s ,  ranging from the steady downpour of Sadie Thom~sm (1928) and Rain (1932) t o  - ;he tree-snapping fury of Hurricane (1937). 

'&en net  b a t t l i n g  typhoons and lava flows, the  is landers  i n  these  mcnries had t o  
:ontend with a l l  kinds of threatening land ruld sen l i f e ,  Some of t he  more surpr is ing 
h n a  encountered i n  these  pic tures  have included cronodiles, l ions ,  an  ostr ich,  

. 

Ionkeys, and a chimpanzee--this l a s t  i n  Plaikiki idedding ((1937). Swimming o r  aving 
Tor pearls, i s h n d  res iden ts  have been aLtacked by sharks, swordfish, giant  rays, 
c top i ,  and clans, dl1 of wnich a t t a n  prodigious s i z e s  i n  South Sea movies, 

Savake tribesmen scnietirnes o u t s t r i p  the  sharks i n  creating menace, Cannibals 
.ppear in seven of these movies, Six others  have featured nat ives  i n  other s tages  
4 warlike frenzy, t yp i ca l l y  i n  f u l l  pursui t  of hero and heroine. 

~Jioviemakers have t rea ted  t h e  economic base of South Sea communities with equal 
1 One of t h e  most frequently pictured occupations has been pear l  fishing, 

' 

n acJ-xvity cerntral to  a t  l e s s t  a dozen of these  movies. The p l o t  often e n t a i l s  
he attempted t he f t  of the  pear l  f i s h e r ' s  hoard by scruffy  white renegades. Plant- 
ti02 agr icul ture  has received a t t en t i on  in t en  Hollywood movies, a l l  but a few l a j d  
n H a i ~ i i .  &Iost of these e f fo r t s  have devoted f a r  more footage t o  the  planta t ion ' 

wncr (invariably re fe r red  t o  a s  lfthc pineapple king") than t o  h i s  f i e l d  hands o r  
annery workers. Other indus t r i es  shown in South Sea pic tures  have been the armed ' 

orces ( s i x  times), tourism, ho te l s  and t r ave l  (seven), ranching (twice), and 
ponge diving m d  phosphate miring (once each). Six p ic tu res  have been about cafe  , 
ingers or  choms girls. Island governors, police o f f i c k l s ,  physicians, teachers? 
issionaries. a r t i s t s .  sa i lo rs ,  aviators,  bzrtznders snd professional  crooks, amongr 
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c:oers, have been portrayed i n - suppor t iG  roles.  Detectives seem t o  be especial?&~ . 
%amon in  the  Soutn Seas, having appeared i n  f u l l y  18 fi lms about the  r e g i o ~ ,  
Charlie Chan, t h e  Chinese detective from Honolulu, alone accounted for seven of t h i s  
nuumber (not to mention mun t l e s s  Chan movies concerned with other pa r t s  of the wwld) . 
Copra and van i l l a  plantat ions,  the cu l t iva t ion  of taro ,  breadfrui t  end bananas, and 
fishing--in short, the  economic a c t i v i t i e s  employing t h e  g rea tes t  number of Scr~bh 
Sea workers-&we, i n  contrast,  been curiously neglected by moviewkers. 

Themtic  mteria.1 found i n  films of Hawaii and the South Pac i f ic  has usual ly  
hewed t o  o r ig id ,  narrowly defined and c lass ica l  p l t t e rn .  Shipwrecks, deser t  is- 

lands, white dere l i c t s ,  nat ive  chiefs,  p a s a s  f l ee ing  t h e  law, and, above a l l ,  
interracial  romances, t u rn  up with stupefying frequency i n  these  movie s. J.C. 

%nas, writ ing i n  1947, pointed t o  the  emphasis on "the native o r  half-native 
heroine..,-t t h e  expense of t h e  nat ive  male,tf "the white interlop- as lover  of t h e  
beautiful native princess.ll15 He added: flThe South Seas legend i s  most a s f l y  il- 
lustrated by movies. It consis ts  of sex, bare skin, i d y l l i c  se t t ings ,  shoals of 
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The- M;-,& and Sixpence (194.2) 
)<leven feature  f i lms showed shipwrecks and other marine disas ters .  The e a r l i e s t  

was -. :;:land . -=- of Regeneration -- (1915), which was .n l ivened not only by a f i r e  a t  sea but  
"the r?arthquake--the at tempt& rescue--the charming lave scenes on the k r ~ p i c a i  is- 
k n d  ...-the girl bathing i n  t he  sequestered pond-the a r r i v a l  of t he  United S ta tes  
Crciscr and t h e  landing of her o f f i c e r s  end men." Hell  Below (1933) ;icturad the 
l o s s  of a I n  Sinners in Belven (1924) an a i rplane goes c' ' ~n  off a south 

- 

Sea is land,  
Seven movies described the p l i@ of one or  more persons ca s t  :.-bore on an lln- 

inhabited island.  Throe h3d Robins011 Crusoe themes. The other  f o r  put a boy and 

girl togother on a dzsert  a t o l l .  
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The ugly duckling theme, a common one i n  Hollywood produsti oas, curiously tu rns  
up only once in the  127 South Sea pictures. In  Four Fzi:'ltez-:' Peoole (1934), -.-iL"*.'---. -. I. ._ Claudette Colbert played a Itplain, matt;-active Chicago s:hou: teazb.ar'' vno, llscorned 
by the  men in her  p r t y ,  l o se s  her  g lasses  urd her clo';hes 3c; einelgts as a highly 
a t t r ac t i ve  a d  desi rable  young woman. 11 

  he t i t l e s  given t o  these e f f o r t s  w c x  almost a s  s tereotrped a s  t h e i r  plots.  
flIslefl o r  ffislandlf appeared i n  12, including I e l m d  of Re~enerat ion,  Is land of Desire 
(19171, Terror I s l m d  (1920), Lost and Found on o Sout '~  Sen I sUnd  (13533 Isleof 9 -- Escape (19301, P m d i s e  Is land (1930), I s l e  of F u r ~  (l%=:dise I s l e  (1937), - ifld Wallaby Jim of the  1 slands (1937). Son of the  1s:ands ~ ~ I c z ' ~ s " ~ l l o w e d  by 
Song of the Lawon j1942), Lure of the I~a--2nd&flhrn of t he  Is lands  
4.1943). I1Southl1 was even more popular, occurring 13 times; examples include South 
~f =--* Suva South of Pago Pago (1940), South of Tah i t i  (1941), South Sea Love, ( 1 9 3 ,  
:928), South Sea Bubble (1928), South Sea Rose (1929), South Seas (:930), South Sea 
:ch.e.ltur(1932).a of t h e  South Seas (1926), Aloma of t h e  Soath seas- - iTzl7, and White Shadows i n  t h e  South Seas. lIHawaiil1 o r  IfHamiianf1 appeared in six -- 
;i%les, IfHonolulufl in f ive ,  IfTahiti" i n  three,  llpnradiselt in f ive ,  and llaloharr i n  
Lhree. Colors and flowers made frequent appearances, sanetimes & combination: The love (1920)~ The Black L i ly  (1921), The Idhite Flower (1923), Black Paradise 11926), Yhite shadow'-k Eiasic (i929), -- The Black Camel (1931), 2 
!londe Captive (1931), White H=(= and - 7 h i t e  Savage --I. 

Th:: Polynesian pa r t s  in these pic tures  were usual ly  taken by Caucasians wlth 
Lit t le  resemblance to South Sea Islanders.  Dorothy Larr,our, f o r  example, was b z n  
lorothy Kaumeyer in New Orleans, and Jon Hall  (o r ig ina l ly  Charles   ocher) was a 
%l i fo rn ia  nat ive  who spent par t  of his youth i n  ~ a ~ e e t e . 1 ~  Nany Polynesian r o l e s  
?ere played by Mexicans and Spaniards: Karia Alba (~a rce lona ) ,  Dolores Del Rio 
:Durango), Nona Naris (Buenos Aim s )  , Kamon Navarro (Durango ) , Conchita Kont enegro 
,Sari SeSastian, spain), Raquel Torres (FiermosiUo, Piexico), Lupe Velez   an Luis 
'otos4 , iv~exico), and lziaria piont ez (Dominican Republic), Others playing i s l and  
tarts were Olympe Bradna, Virginia Brissac, Betty Compson, Doraldina, Skeets Gal- 
.agbar, Dorothy Janis, h i t c h e l l  Lewis, m i d  Narkey, Evelyn Nesbit, Clarine Seymour, 
s i t a  Stewart, Elma Verdugo, and Fay Wray-haoles 2U --and J a p n  1 s Sessuc ~ayakawa' . 
'he Tahit ian l e ad  in Last  of the Pagans, ac tua l ly  f m e d  in  Tahi t i  (in 1935) and 
cclaimed for i t s  authent ic i ty ,  was taken by Nala, an Alaskan whose previous s ta r -  

b i n g  ro l e s  had been in igloo and ~skirno.19 These oddi t i es  of cast ing caused much 
 err-ent among Honolulu c r i t i c s  and audiences, who took great  del ight  in singling / :ut t h e  more bzzarre examples. 

Only two Is landers  of Polynesian blood ever succeeded in South Sea movies. one 

was &:am0 Clark, a part-Hawaiian from Honoldu who played supporting m l e s  in I h t i n ~ .  
On t h e  Bounty (1935), Hawaii Calls  (1938), Mutiny on t h e  Blackhawk (1939), and c ther  -.-- 
films. Duke Kahammoku was ac t ive  in Hollywood from 1922 t o  1932 and appeared. i n  :. 

Adventure (1925)) Hula (1927), and I s l e  of Escape (in which he was heard s k ~ g l ~ g  - -_I 

"IT? Kalu3 ~ o s e " )  (1930). I n  addit ion t o  these  kanaka-type roles ,  Duke portraysd 
Indian chiefs, Hindus, and ~ r i ~ o l i t a n s  .20 Brief appearaces  in South Sea movies 
Were sometimes made by such Hawaiian enter ta iners  a s  Libby Keanini, Winona Love, 
Kealoha Holt, Sol Hoopii, Clara In te r ,  and Odetta and Kahala Bray. 

Non-PolyneJi an i s land  r e  s idents  were likewise played by Caucasians. Charlie 
Chsn, a Honolulu detective of Chinese ancestry, was ~ r i o u d y  portrayed by ~ a r n e r  
Oland (born in sweden), Sidney Toler (of Missouri) E.L. Park ( h g l i s h ) ,  and two 
actors  from J a p n ,  George Kum and Kamiyara S9Sin. 

21 

Mos: m ~ r i e s  on Hawaiian o r  South Sea themes released i n  t he  U.S, were made and 
distr ibuted by the major Hollywood studios. Some 112 of t he  127 features  discussed 
here fen into t h a t  category. Six were d i s t r ibu ted  by small Hollywood organizations. 



Seven others were produced by Haw~ii-based moviemakers, f ive  in h g l i s h  and two  in 
1 1 0  or  Tagalog. m e  was made under Japanese auspices, and one by New Zealand. 

F ~ ~ y - n i n e  of t he  127 features  were s i l en t  pictures,  six were part-talking o r  
~ l s y ~ c h r o n i z e d ~ ~ ,  and 72 v i o r e  tP kie  s, Except for two Uawaii-sponsored pic tures  of 
1929 and 1930, a l l  gf the  s i l e n t  f i lms were re leased ~1 1928 o r  ea r l i e r .  H i s  Captive 
Woman and The Pagan, both released in  April .  1.929, werTa t h e  e a r l i e s t  Sea movies - 
to lnclude music and synchronized sound ef f ac t s ,  The K!J-talking p ic tu res  a r r ived  
with Delightful Rome i n  September, 1929. Several of .>he ear ly  flsynchronizedll and 
talking f i lms were also i s sued  in s i l e n t  versions. 

Color was used spaaringly, appearing i n  only seven of the  features. Although t h e  
one-reelers shot on @hu 19U were re leased a s  color pr ints ,  the  t i n t s  wem pre- 
s-bly a ~ p l i e d  by hand. Prizma Color, a pioneering na tu ra l  color process, was used 
in a 1921 t r ave l  short, Oahu and I ts  Pineapple Fields. h feature- lewth s to ry  of a 
South Seas shipwreck, The Uninvited Guest (1924), was adver t ised a s  "the f i r s t  motion 
picture t o  combine na tu r a l  co lors  and undersea photographyll. Colm did  not become 
re la t ively  ccmmon, however, u n t i l  the making of Captain Calamity (1936) and Ebb Tide 
(1937). 

Despite t h e i r  populari ty with audiences, few movies about Hawaii o r  the  South 
5% were c r i t i c a l  successes. The chief exception was Robert Flahertygs 1926 Samoan 
iocumentary, Ploana of t h e  South Seas, now generally regarded a s  a masterpiece. k 
mlf-dozen others st ill command considerable respect  : t he  s i l en t  version of s i .  
Ehompson, d i rected by Raoul Walsh i n  1928; W.S. Van Dykels White Shadows in t h e  
South Ses-s, a l s o  1928; F.W. MurnauJs Tabu (1931); Frank Lloydls Nutiry on the  zounty 
: m - ~ u r r i c a n e ,  d i rected by John E'Td-and S t m r t  Heisler  ( 1 9 3 r a n d  Albert ~ e & p l s  
Ihe ~ o o n - k d  Sixpence (1942). Not surprisingly,  two of these  seven were documentary 
)r semi-documentary, and the  others were the  work of important wri ters :  Maugham, 
YBrien, and Nordhoff and Hall, Ten o r  1 5  other8 were competently made, enter ta ining 
l ictures t h a t  were reasonably well received i n  t h e i r  time. The remainder--Xiilly 
,bee-fourths of the total-now seem hopelessly dated and hackneyed, and i n  f a c t  were 
Sewed a s  potboi lers  when f i r s t  released. 

South Sea movies r a r e ly  won awards o r  c i ta t ions .  Only th ree  m d e  ~ i l m  Daily's 
Ten Best Fictures of the  Year'! l i s t s  between 1922 and 1939: Sadie Thompson, ~ u t i n y  
~1 t h e  Bounty, 2nd Hurricane. The New York Film Cr i t i c s '  Circle Awards presented 
luring the  1'930ts cmp le t e ly  ignored pic tures  with South Sea themes. m y  f i v e  
cademy Avrards (first made i n  1927-1928) went t o  South Sea movies. Two were for  

' 

Inematography, Clyde DeVMals bh i t e  Shadows and Floyd C ~ O S ~ Y ' J  Tabu; one was fo r  
best p~duc t ion l l ,  p1utin-y on t he  Bounty; One Was f o r  sourld recordi%, t o  Thomas 
o a t o n  fo r  Hurricane; and one was fo r  musical composition, t o  Harry Owens 
Swept ~ e i l a e l f  i n  i ~ a i k i k i  Xeddina 022 

The following xst of ~2 motion pic tures  gives for  each t h e  t i t l e ,  d is t r ibutor ,  
a t iona l  releaso date, Honolulu re lease  date, d i rector ,  st2rs, ?lot s-ary. and 
ther infomation.23 

Hon., 
me- 

Hon., 



by Jack London, describing t he  hero 1 s days a s  a South Seas beachmmber, a s  a succes- 
s fu l  writer ,  and f i n a l l y  h i s  suicide while returning t o  ~ a r n f i , ~ ' ?  

1915 
ISLAND OF REGENEMtON. Vitagraph. Rel. 1915; Hon., 5/17b6. M t h  Edith Storey and 
Antonio Moreno. A youth i s  cas t  ashore on an  uninhabited island,  and grows t o  man- 
hood with an undeveloped mind; a sophist icated woman comes t o  the i s l and  and t r i e s  t o  
ins t ruc t  him .28 
MLHA 0s. Ince ('Triangle-By Bee). Rel. 11/5/15; Hon., 1/27/17. lllith Willard Mack 
and Enid Markey. An at torney i s  cas t  away on a South Sea island, where he gains t he  
love of a nat ive  p5ncess.  The Advertiser reviewer wrot,a llnobody ever saw any- 
thing l i k e  t h i s  one" and complained about the  phony  hula^ and grass  sk i r t s ,  "paper 
l e i s  strewn about abundantly; aboriginal  natives, who had never seen white men, play- 
ing the ukulele by a r t i f i c i a l  m~onl igh t ,~ l  and an imi ta t ive  volcanoe29 

1916 
I T  HxPPZNED I N  HONOLULU. Bluebird-Universal. B e l .  1916. "The pic ture  was presumably 
made i n  southern California .ll30 
WIQULOMI. Aloha F i l m  Co. Hon., 11/5/16. W i t h  Ned S t e e l  and Helen Holmes. A 
loca l ly  produced feature  f i l m  s t ress ing  Hawaii 1 s scenic wonders .31 

1917 
THE ISLAND OF DESIRE. Fox. Rel. 1/4/17; Hon., 8/29/17. With George vJalsh. A 
Chinese murderer, a gin-soaked adventurer, and a yachtsman s a i l  from Honolulu t o  the  
South Seas i n  search of a pearl-lined lagoon, and encounter f i r e ,  hurricane, earth- 
quake, entombment i n  a cave, volcanic explosion, cannibals and assau l t  s .32 
THE BOTTL3 IMP. Paramount. Rel. 3/29/17; Hon., 9/2/17. Xith Sessue Hayakawa and 
Lehua biaipahu. ' The Robert Louis Stevenson s to ry  about a fisherman of ancient Hawaii. 
W a s ,  a volcano, and an underwater f igh t .  Jeered by Honolulu cr i t ics .33 

1918 
IHE HIDDEN FEMLS. Paramount. Rel, 2/7/1918; Hon., 9/1/18. Vith Sessue Hayakawa, 
fhe young king of l t ~ p u  1slendi1 re tu rns  t o  h i s  people a f t e r  many years  in American 
ligh s c d e t y ,  Filmed in par t  a t  Kalapana and Kilauea ~ r a t e r . 3 4  

1919 

C 

rescu& by ~oudin i .37  
SHIPiWiXiCiD A W N C  CAlrNIBALS. Universal. Rel. 7/4/20; Hon., 3/24/21. "It is  ca l led  
an authent ic  p ic ture  of the adventures of two daring American cameramen among man- 
eating savages of New Guinea. Edward L a d e  and W i l l i a m  F. Alder went t o  N e w  
Guinea t o  get p i c t u n s  of South Sea life...The ship  on which t h e  cameramen went t o  
the i s land  nas shipwrecked, but they saved t h e i r  cameras.. . 1138 

THE LOVd F L Q J ~ .  United A r t i s t s .  R e 1  . 8/2/12" Hon., 2/5/22. 'nlith Richard ~ a r t h e l -  
mess, Carole Dampeter, and George NacQuarrie. A n  ~ x - c o ~ V ~ C ~  and h i s  daughter f l e e  
to the South Seas and meet a wealthy P Q W Z  p l a n ~ a t i o n  

39 

1 FAILEN IDOL. Fox. Rel. 10/26/19; Hon., 1/5/21. !fith Evelyn Nesbit. Laone, a 
lawaiian princess and cmposer, i s  taken i n to  California society;  wooed by t h e  
lephew of her  patroness, she encounters r a c i a l  prejudice.35 

1920 
ME IDaL DANCER. F i r s t  National. Rcl. 3/23/20; Hon., 12/27/22. Di r . ,  D.W. Gri f f  j th .  
f i th  Richard Barthelmess, ~ l a r i n e  Seymour, and Creighton Yale. A gin-loving beach- 
:amber is redeemed by h i s  love fo r  an untamed hapahaole girl i n  a South Seas v i l -  : 
.age. Praised for G.W. BitzerVs photogra~hy of the Florida and Bahama 1 0 c a l e s . 3 ~  
'FmOR ISLAND. Paramount. Rel. 5/2/20; Hon., 6/3/20. Vith Houdini. A g i r l 1  s 
.nther is held captive by south Sea nat ives  who want a sacred pearl  i n  her posses- 
sion, Lacked i n t o  an i ron  safe  and hurled from an i s land  c l i f f  i n to  the Sea, she i s  
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1921 
THE TOlGiENT. Universal. Rel, 1/2l/21; Hon., 8/14/21. With m a  Nwak and Jack 
 erri in. A young woman i s  cas t  away on a desert  i s l and  i n  the  Pac i f ic  with t h e  man 
she had j i l t e d  a year earl ier .40 
PASSION FRUIT. Ketro. Rel. 1/30/21; Hoc - 7/7/21. l l i th Dr. al.lina, Itan expert i n  , the hula hula," a s  Wegina, Hawaiian beau-,y, whose fa ther  has been poisoned by h i s  
plantation overseer, knders Hance. ilance hopes t o  win Regina and the plantation. A wreck of an limerican, Pisrce Lamont, is  regenerated through Xegina, and wins her  
a f t e r  being a t  deathts  door, with clamorous nat ives  shrieking f o r  h i s  death." 

Filmed on 0ahu .4l 
THHr: BLACK LILY. Hawaiian hotion Ficture Co. Hon., 3/l0/21. D i r . ,  Nilliam F. Ald- 
rich. iliith Peggy XLdrich. A story, l a i d  i n  Honolulu, about a search f o r  counter- 
fe i ters ,  the  unjust  a r r e s t  of the  hero, and h i s  re lease  by the  Governor. Filmed en- 
t i r e l y  i n  ~onolulu.42 
3AHU a N ~  ITS P ~ B ~ ~ X E  FBLDS. P r i m a  Color. Hon., 7/17/21. A shor t  travelogue on 
;he pineawle industry. Possibly the  f i r s t  na tu r a l  color movie made i n  the Pacific 
~d the first shown in ~awai i .43 
ME IIJ@~AE\J GOD CHANGED. Paramount. Rel. 6/5/21; Hon., 10/20/21. TfiJith Seena Owen 
Q'Id E.K. ~ i n c o l n .  A New York dzncer k i l l s  her common-law husband, f l e e s  t o  Tahit i ,  
he re  she is  eventually recognized and captured by a pursuing detective.  Returning 
10 New York they a re  shipwrecked and spend three  years  together on a desert  island. 
lpon t h e i r  rescue he takes her  t o  t r i a l  and she is  c0nvict~d.44 
LT THE EID OF THE IID RLD. Paramount, Rel, 8/21/21; Hon., 12/7/21. ;fiIith Betty 
lompson and Milton S i l l s .  An underworld melodrama, l a i d  i n  Shanghai and t h e  South 
'acific, about the  daughter of an I r i s h  owner of a dive and he r  romnce with a 
#raveling novel is t  .45 
QE SHtiiiK fl!STER. Universal. iiel 8/28/21; Hon., 3/l0/22, With Frank Mayo. A 
'oung woman t rave l s  through t h e  South Seas seeking her  lover, final1;y f inds  him 
iving with a nat ive  princess. Par t  of the s e t t i ng  i s  i n  ~ a n a i i . 4 ~  

1922 
OUTH OF SUVA. Famous Players-Lasky. ae l .  6/25/22; Hon., 11/9/22. Dir . ,  Frank 
rson. sJith hary Miles YLnter and John Bowers. A young wife a r r i v e s  a t  her hus- 
andls F i j i  copra and sugar p l an t a t im ,  t o  f ind t h a t  he Ithas succumbed t o  t h e  de- 
~ n e r a t i n g  influences of the tropics.  " A t  the climax she i s  threatened by can- 
i b a l i s t i c  nat ives  i nc i t ed  by her own husband. Filmed i n  Los ~ n ~ e l e s . h 7  
HE BONDED !IQfGUJ. Paramount. Re1 . , 8/13/22; Hon., 10/19/22. Vith Be5ty Compson, 
ohn Bowers, and Richard D i x .  D i r . ,  Ph i l i p  Rosen. k love t r i a n g l e  l a i d  i n  San 
r*mcisco, Honolulu, Sydney, and t h e  South Seas. shipwreck .b8 
13 TIDE. Faramount. R e l .  12/4/22; Hon., 1/17/23. D i r . ,  George   el ford,  Uith 
i l a  Lee, James a r h o o d ,  aaymond Hatton, George Fawcett, and Noah Beery. The 

obert Louis ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n - L l o y d  Osbourne t a l e  of d r i f t e r s  who land on a South Sea is- 
rind && by a madman. A t a l u  version was made in 1 9 3 7 . ~ ~  

1923 
a i,fiIT& FLO~J-ER. Famous players-Lasky. itel. 3/4/23; Hon.9 5/6/23 D i r e ,  Julia C *  
verse ;tit-, B e t t y  Cmpson, ~ m d  Lowe, and L i U y  Phi l l ips .  The first movie ever 

?viewed by T h e  w ~ c h  cemented; lliinother of those Haw& i a n  pic tures  colcerning a 
-9 

2autiful half-caste with too many b s a w  of di f ferent  Shades of p i p e n t *  well- 

lotogra&ed and with in teres t ing b i t s  of l oca l  coloretl  Filmed i n  Honold-u 2nd at  
ilauea Cra t e r ,  t h i s  picture f ea twed  the "pineapple a g  of the  islands,  I' a kahna 

interracial triangle, grass  houses, a luau, hulas, su r f r id in& m d  an eruption*' 
b 

{WE THE PAVWT ENDS. Metro. Rel. 3/11/23 3i Hone 8/29/23 D i r e ,  Rex Ingram* 
ith ~ l i ~ ~  Terry and Ramon Novarro. The clandestine a f f a i r  of a missionaryfs 
lughter and a South Sea island chief, threatened by the fa ther ' s  r a c i a l  prejudice* 

b e d  i n  Miami and Cuba. 5 1 
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MET AND F m D  ON A XUTH SEA ISIAND. Goldwyn. Rel. 3/25/23 ; Hon., 8/26/23. Mr., 
R.A. Walsh. With House Peters, Pauline Starke in d Antonio lioreno. Captain Black- bi rd 's  wife deser t s  him for  the  Is land governor, taking Nong t,heir daughter. In- 
clude slfTahitian ma idens i n  nat ive  costume $danc .ill& the  siva-s; ,-A, l1 1% h r i l l i n g  b a t t l e  
scenesu, a beachcomber, a Itnative medicins ,nantl and ,In Chinamn11. Filmed on  ah i t i .52  VENGFANCE OF THE DEEP. Selznick. Rel, 4:$2/23; Hon., 12/23/23. D i r . ,  A.B. Barrin- 
ger. With Ralph Lewis and Virginia Brown Faire. "A melodramatic romance of pear l  
f i sher ies  on a mythical South Sea island..,the f i r s t  drama ac tua l l y  filmed on t he  bed 
of the ocean.ll Whites s t e a l  pear l s  from nat ive  divers, who war on them. Includes 
undersea treasure,  sharks, and a i a n t  clam. Filmed in Honolulu, Haleiwa, Coral 
lardens (Kaneohe? ) , and I<awailoa. 43 
SOUTH SEA LOVE. FOX. Ael. ll/25/23. D i r . ,  David Solomon. i l i th Shir ley Mason. No 
information avai lable  on plot, but a film of the same name w s  r e l e s e d  in 1928.54 

1924 
3 E  UNINVDi3D GUEST. Metro-Goldwyn. Rel. 2/24/24; Hon., 11/12/24. Dir . ,  Ralph 
Lnce. Shipwreck i n  the South Seas. I n  Technicolor and advert ised a s  %he first 
nation pic ture  t o  ambine natural  c o l o ~  and undersea photography.ll "Filmed in the  
~ropics.1155 
~ I N ~ R s  HEAVEN. Parsmount 4 Rel. 9/14/24; Hon., 10/26/24. :?ith Bebe Daniels and 
tichard D i x .  k couple f ly ing around t h e  world crash off  a South Sea is land during a 
qphoon. The girl i s  rescued by a search party a s  cannibals shoot t h e  man. Hidden 
u?d nursed by a nat ive  girl, he eventually re turns  t o  h i s  f ly ing partner. Shot in 
b e  ~aharnas. 56 

1925 
WGlBOUS IIJ;~cCZKCE. Universal. He1 . 3/15/25; Hon., 1/13/26. Dir . , 1:h. Sei ter .  
iith Laura Laplante and Eugene OIBrien. A shipboard s to ry  filmed on t he  S.S. 
klawali  en route from Los m g e l e s  t o  ~onolulu.57 
DVEI\PT~E, Paramount. del .  4/26/25; lion., 7/26/25 . With Tom Moore, Pauline Stark, 
iallace Beery and Duke Kahanamoku. From a Jack Londm story l a i d  i n  t h e  Solomon Iq- 
ands. k g i r l  saves t h e  hero from black fever and his  l an t a t i on  from t r a d e r s  who 
old t he  mortgage; he saves he r  from nat ives  i n  revolt .  P8 
EVER mE T1Jkm SWLJL 1IE;ET. Cosmopolitan. Rel. 8/2/25; Hon., 12/13/25. ~ i r . ,  
aur ice  Tourneur. With hits Stewart (as  "Tames, the half-caste Is land princessM) 
md Bert Lytell .  A somewhat softened version of Peter  B. Kynels novel on 'ins e v i l  
nd t r a g i c  cmseauences of i n t e r r a c i a l  marriage. Filmed on ~ a h i t i  and ~oo rea .59  
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A t a l k i&  ve r s io i  was m d e  in 1931. 
A TRIP TO THE HAdAIIAN ISLANDS. Hon. 8/16/25. Produced l o c a l l y  by William Aldrioh, 

60 T:c.velogue filmed e n t i r e l y  i n  Hawaii. 
t 

1926 
kiOKNA OF THL S(UTH SEAS. Paramount. Re1 . 2/21/26; Hon., 6/6/26. Robert Flahertyt g 
famus documentary, filmed en t i r e ly  i n  Jestern SmOa with a ~ t i v e  cast.  WoMoa_. . . 
went beyond t h e  surface appearance of the 'natives'  and searched out t h e  na tura l  
drama of t h e i r  l i ve s ,  t h e  customs, values, and ideas of order from which t h i s  cul ture  
took i t s  meaning." The story focused on the ceremonial t a t too ing  of t he  m a n .  The 

f i r s t  motion pic ture  to use t h e  new panchromatic film, it was widely acclaimed f o r  
its photography. Wow regarded 2s a classic.  61 

4 U A  OF THP: S U T H  SEAS. Paramount. Rel. 5/23/26; Hon., 9/29/26. D i r , ,  Maurice 
Tourneur. \J i th Gilds Gray, Percy immont and Warner Baxter. The noted shitmqy 

dancer a s  an island girl in love with a v i s i t i n g  American. 
Made in Puerto Rico and 

on Long 1 s k ~ d . 6 2  A ta lking version appeared in 1961. 
BLACK PWD-JSE. FOX. Relo 6/13/26; Hon., 7 / ~ / 2 6 .  With Mad@ Bellan~r and ~~d 

Lowe. A couple f lee ing the law reach a South Sea i s land  PO@-ated by escaped con- 
victs. zhe man succmbs t o  a half-caste g i r l ,  and a volcanic eruption destroys the 
village. 3 



THE NON-sTOP FLIGHT- Film Booking Offices. Rel. 1926 ; Hon., 2/27/27. D i r . ,  l hory  
Johnson. A f i c t iona l ized  account of the  1925 f l i g h t  of Cdr. john Rodgers and h i s  
crew from California t o  Hawaii i n  t h e  PN 9. Includes (5esides t he  o r ig ina l  plane and 
crew) submarine, a f i gh t  a t  sea, end a ;irl on a mope or  Less dzrsr :  island.l164 
HOUSE WITHOUT k =. Pathe. Rel. 1926, 'ir., Spen~s-,  Bern-et - 'dith Aliene Ray, Walter and George Kuwa (as Chan) . k s e r i a l  baled on Ear l  Derr Bi&gers1 s 
qystery novel about a murder i n  Waikiki and detect ive  t :harl ie Chan. Post of t h e  ex- t s r i o r s  were filmed i n  and around San Diego, the resJ; ,:n Catalina 1slar.d.65 Remade 
3s a 1933 t a l k i e  under t h e  t i t l e  --- Charlie Chants Grestciit Case. 

.I *cl" 

A7L I 
paremout a e l *  9/4/27; Hon., 12/14/27. Dir . ,  Victor Fleming. y i t h  Clara 

(Ilive Brook, and hike Kahanamoku. From the  novel by Amino Van Tempski. IIA 
story of soc i a l  l i f e  i n  Hawaii, of  .in American g i r l  ( s ic )  cf i s l a n d  birth who re- 
mains herself  amid an a r t i f i c i a l  atmosphere created by an irresponsible s e t  of 
' f a s t  ~ i s s  Bow plays Hula, the  f lapper  who l i v e s  on a ranch, t akes  swlms 
in t h e  altogether, and i n  grass  s k i r t  does s hula t h a t  i s  'la canbination of Charleston 
black bottom and Gilda ~ r a ~ ~ 1 1 6 6  

1928 
THE CHINZSE PtiRilOT, Universal. TZ el .  1/8/28; Hon., 12/30/28. illith Msrian Nhon, 
Hobart Bosworth, Anna May Yo%, and I<miyama Sojin (as  Chan) . Based on the Drl 
Derr Biggers novel about Charlie Chan. Begins with a Honolulu wedding, then moves t o  
Singapore, San Francisco, and ~ r i e o n a  .67 
SOUTH S U  LOVE. Film Bookin& Offices. Re1 , 2/12/28. D i r . ,  Ralph Ince, A gold 
digger sends her su i to r  t o  the outh Seas to find pear l s  f o r  her. He is  followed by 
his r i v a l  and then by the  girl , 28 
%DIE THLi5PSC3J. United firtist s, Rel. 2/12/28; Hon,, 10/3/28. D i r . ,  Raoul !qalsh, 
With Gloria Swanson and Lionel Barrymore. Haugham's famous s t o r y  of  the Honolulu 
p r o ~ t i t u ~ e  who f l e e s  t o  Pago Pago and, under t h e  influence o f  a clergyman (a layman 
b~ t h i s  %rsion), almost repents.69 Remade i n  1932 as a ta lk ing  picture t i t l e d  ,R?&. 
WHY SkILClRS GO YFiCNG. Fox. Rel, 4/15/28; Hon., 11/11/28, With Sunny Cohen and Ted 
RcNamara. A comedy about a shipwreck on an i s l a n d  inhabited by l ions ,  cmcodiies,  
monkeys, cannibals and hula girls 
WHITE SHADUqS IN THE SCUTH SUS. PiGL Rel. 8/5/28; Hon., 3/3/29. D i r . ,  1rJ.S. Van 
Dyke. With Monte Blue and Raquel Torres. Based on the book by Frederick O'Brien. 
An alcoholic doctor is  cas t  upon an is land whose inhabi tants  have never before seen 
a white man, Reformed, he marries the chief 1s daughter. He becomes greedy for  
native pear l s  and l i b h t s  a beacon t o  a t t r a c t  a passing ship  t o  help  h i m  l o o t  t h e  
village. The l i g h t  brings an  e v i l  pear l  t rader  and his crew who r a w  e t he  i s l and  ' 
and kill t h e  now-repentant doctor. The picture was filmed on Tahiti.91 
FAGASA. F i r s t  Division. R e l .  1928; Hon., 12/22/29. A sani-documentarg shot in the  
vi l lage of Fagasa, Tutuila, American ~ a m o o . 7 ~  
SOlTTH s& BUBBLE;. Sonc Art-iJorld ;Jide. 2el .  1928. No fur ther  information cvai lable ,  
~ C P I W L  NIGHTS, T i f f  any. Hel, 1928; Hon., 3/23/30, With Patsy Ruth !.era Sug? 
gesbed by a ,Jack  don story. About 'la show-girl stranded on a South Sea island* 

, , , divers and dive keepers, hula dmcers  and stranded chorus g i r l s *  0 "  
In- . 

eludes llundemater scenes of a clam gripping the l e g s  of a pear l  diver***'Lhe attack 
of an octopus.. . "73 

1929 
HIS CAPTIVE ~ @ , - , - q .  F i r s t  National. R e l .  4/7/29; Hone, 1 /26ho* George 
~ i t ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  kjith Milton S i l l s  and Dorothy MacMll.  A gi2.l charged with murder 

nees the south Seas She is  pursued and caught by an of f ice r*  Returning, the 

two a re on a desert island, where "her s o u  undergoes a miraculous 

transfonnatj jn". Filmed in pr t  on the Island of YEWJi i9 

apparently a t  Ka;Lapanaa 

Released j;, both s i l e n t  and p r t  t s lk ing  
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tan ray, an i s l and  hoyden, voodooism, and an escaped convict masquerading a s  a 
missionary. "Actually filmed in the South SeasM ( ~ a z a t l a n ,  ~ e x i c o )  .a3 
GIRL OF THE PORT. RKO-Radio. Rel. 7/20/30; Hon., 10/22/30. With S a l l y  O'Neil, 
Eiitchell Lewis, and Duke Kahanamoku. Burlesque g i r l s  stranded i n  Suva, t h e  re- 
generation of an m g l i s h  l o r d  turned baachcmber, and an i n t e r r a c i a l  t r i a r ~ ~ l e . ~ h  
PWADISX ISLAND. Tiffany. Rel. 7/20/30; Hon., 5/6/31. A love t r i ang l e  i n  t h e  
South Seas. Nith Kenneth Harlan and harceline ~ay .85  
LET IS GO NATIW. Paramount. Rel. 13/16/30; yon., 5/2/31. With Jack Oakie, Jeannette 
XacDonald and Skeets Gallagher. A musical comedy canpany is shipmecked on an i s land  
inhabited l a rge ly  by hula g i r l s .  They escape a s  t h e  i s land  vanishes in earthquake 

and volcanic exaosions .  86 
'!Hi SEk GOD. Paramount. Rel. 9/13/30; Hon., 5/14/31. d i th  Richard ~ r l e n  and Fay 
a A pearl  seeker in a diving s u i t  i s  mistaken f o r  a god by cannibals when he 
wa&s ashore on a South Sea island.87 
F E 9  FIRST. piiruLlount. Hel. ~ / 8 / 3 0 ;  Hon., 1/10/31. i i i th Harold LI-oyd. A ~ o n o l u l u  
shoe clerk delivers shoes t o  a pessenger aboard t h e  Malolo a t  Pier  

and f a a s  t o  

geG ashore i n  time. A few scenes filmed i n  ~ o n o l u l u r  
1931 

& c ~ .  Tiffany. Rel. 2/16/31; Hon., 8/19/31. tlith Ben LYon, Raqlel Tomes, Al St* 

PAGAN. GBi. &el. 4/27/29; Hon., 11/10/29. D i r  ., Y.S. Van Dyck. l l i th  Ramon 
Novarro, Dorothy Janis, Renee Adoree and Donald Crisp. About a "half-caste youth 
whose l i f e  i s  spent i n  t h e  sun, making l w e ,  swimming, and o c c a s i c n ~ ~ l y  singing i n  an 
operatic manner a tune ca l led  !The Pagan Love Song '11 and h i s  triumph a-ler "an ener- 
ge t ic  moralistw. Includes an i n t e r r a d  a 1  t r i ang ie .  Filmed in Pspeete and released in both s i l e n t  form and with music and smnd effects.75 
BLACK NAGIC. Fox. Hel. 6/2/29; Hon., l/l9/30. D i r . ,  George B. Sei tz .  With 
Josephine Dunn, John Holland, Earl Foxe, Henry B. Walthall and Dorothy Jordan. ''The action takes  place a t  a nat ive  settlement off Mew Guinea, where t h r ee  white de r e l i c t s  
we  drinking away memories of t he  past.. .1176 Both s i l e n t  and "synchronizedl1 versions. 
ME KAEMINA. Junior League of Honolulu. Hon., 6/3/29. D i r  ., Earl  Schenck. With 
Kinau i i i lder  YcVay, Jack ?KLker and Harold Dillingham. About l i f e  i n  modem Hawaii. 
Locally produced and filmed. S i len t  -77 

W ~ ~ ~ T F I J "  fiGUl5.  RKO Radio. H e l m  9/22/29; Hon., 5/29/30. liiith Rod LaRocwe, 
2ita ~eRoy,  and Bebe Daniels. A man's e f f o r t s  t o  win t he  hear t  of a dancer in a 
j ~ u t h  Seas cafe. Both s i l e n t  and all- talking versions.78 
CHi3 DEVIL'S PIT. Universal. Rel. 10/20/29. Produced by Lew Collins. The son of 
me lblaori chief  k i l l s  his r i v a l  for t he  hand of another chief 1s cb hter,  leading t o  
far. Filmed in New Zcaland. Synchronized music and sound e f f a c t s Y 9  
SOUTH SEA ROSE. Fox. Rel. 12/8/29; Hon., 12/13/30. Yith Lenore Ulr ic  and Charles 
3ickford. A French g i r l  runs away from a South Sea i s l a n d  convent and boards a 
sailing vessel. The mpta in  t r i c k s  her i n t o  marriage and takes he r  to New Fngland, 
then goes for her legacy, Both s f i e n t  and ta lking versions.80 

1930 
.SLE OF ESCAPE. Warner Brothers. Rel. 4/6/30; Hon., 12/24@. With Honte Blue. 
. "s ta rk  drama of the South Seas" about a llhuman de re l i c tu .  
,LCHli HA;bAII. Hon., 5/4/30. A l oca l l y  produced p ic tu re  with an a l l - loca l  cast ,  
ncluding Lawrence Barber, Libby Iieanini and itiinona Love. Pele, i;hrough her a b i l i t y  
a transform herself  from a witch i n t o  a young woman, i n t e r f e r e s  i n  the romance of 
uo lovers  and causes the death of one. Surfriding, hulas, and t h e  volcano* A p  
qren t ly  s i l e n t  -82 
OUTH S h S .  Talking Ficture Epics. Rel. 5/25/30. No f b t h e r  information available. 
HE S U  BAT. i Eel. 7/5/30; Eon., 12/24/30, Xith Charles ~ i c k f o r d ,  ~ a q u e l  
orres, N i l s  ks ther  and John PAljan. Sponge divers, a f a t a l  f igh t  with a giant  two-  



S 
motion picture record of h i s  deep sea f ishing expedition through t he  Pacif ic  The ' 

f ishing sequences ere  interspersed with views of the i s land  peoples he saw.9 
b 

BUD OF PIIRIIDISE. RKO-Radio. Rel. 8/12/32; Hon., 5/17/33. Xith Joel  McCrea and 
Dolores Del Ria, An American v i s i t i n g  Hswaii f a U s  i n  love with Luana, a nat ive  
princess ordained t o  be the  br ide  of Pole, and takes  her awc;y t o  a secluded spot. 
When the  volcano erupts  the  Hawaiiens decide t o  throw Luana i n to  it a s  a sacr i f ice .  
810 i s  srved and sends t h e  Anericm eway. Filmed on Chhu.97 

M ( .  RGBIEr S(N CdUSOE. United Ar t i s t s .  Bel. 8/19/32; Hon., 9/28/33. with Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr., and ],laria ~ l b a .  Acting on s di re  a man emulates Robinson Clvsoe 
on an uninhabited polynesizn i s l m d .  k p."-rodye 98' 

. United Ar t i s t s .  Rel. 10/14/32; Hon., ll/21/33. D i r  ., Lewis ~ i l e s t o n e .  Vith 
Joan'crawford and Wzlter Hu&on. A tidied-up t l l k b l g  version of the  1B~h ; rm  s to ry  

f i r s t  f b s d  in 1928. Sadie Thompscnflis no l on  er  s harlot .  She i s  a d u l l  g i r l  with 

an unfortunate pas t  .It The l o c a l e  is Pago Pago . 69 

CNE WAY PASSAGE. Wrner-Vitaphone. Rel. l0/22/32. ~ i r . ,  Tly ~ a r n e t t  . with Wm. 
Powell m d  ~ a y  Francise A m m  and woman meet i n  a Hong Kong bar, then take the same 
tranS-pacific s t e w r  t o  San Francisco v i a  Hono&d-U. She does not reveal  t ha t  she 

has 3 fatal illness; he, t h ~ t  he i s  i n  the custod of a detect ive  en route t o  Sari 

Quen.tin, Raade  in 1940 a s  xi1 u?e beet A n a h  
106  

John, Thelm? Todd* kn American In  A South is lnnd r e m i n s  f a i t h m  to his Fr2ncisco swecthwrt for  3 ye?r but f i n a n y  succumbs t o  llmu, 3 b e a u t i f d  
n2tive g i r l *  He inirr ies her a d  t ~ k e s  hor t n  Calif arni?  . His fqther, enraged, 
strikes h im and disowns him, uld h i s  snabbish s i s t e r  snubs the  couple, but I lanu i s  
befriended by the j i l t e d  sweetheart, 89 
GI&GU3 C f h N  CARHIES ON. FDX. Rel. 4/12/31; Hon., 10/25/31. Lith j p n e r  Oland. A Scotlrnd Ynrd inspector i s  murdsred i n  t he  Honolulu Police D- t p r t m e n t  o f f ice  of 
detective Cht~r l ie  Chdn. F r ~ m  thz mystery novel by Erirl Derr ~ i ~ ~ e ~ s . 9 0  Remde in 
1940 a s  Chwlie  Chants iqurder Cruise. 
L ' ~ % ~ E R  THE l'WiIN SHALL MEET. P ' G L  Rel. 5/16/31; Hon., 3/16/32. With Conchita Monte- 
negro ?nd ~ e s l i e  Howwd. Di r . ,  W.S. Van Dyke. Peter  B. Kynef s s t a ry  of i n t e r r a c i a l  
love (between llTamc?, South Sel   siren^^, m d  z lung Americnn) and i t s  sorry  cnn- 
sequences. A s i l e n t  version appewed i n  1 9 5 .  $1 

BLACK CAMEL. Fox. Rel. 6/20/31; Hon., 12/ll/3l. D i r . ,  Hamilton MacFndden. 
dith Warner Oland, Sa l ly  Eilers.  A ywng wmnn vacationing in Tdaikiki i s  murdered 
md Honolulu police detective Charlie Chan i s  assigned t o  the case. Scenes filmed a t  
i a ik ik i  2nd Kailua Beach. From the n w e l  by Earl Derr ~ i g ~ e r s . 9 2  
WBU. Pnramount. Rel. 3/22/31; Hon., 1/30/32. D i r . ,  F Muurnnu. :Jith Rer i  and 
latahi. The love s tory  d an i s k n d  boy 2nd 2 g i r l  c ~ n s e c r a t e d  t o  the gods and thqs  
Forbidden t o  m ~ r r y .  They esclpc to another i s l and  whirci he becomes pear l  diver. 
i pursuing holy man, Hitu, f inds  than and takes her nw~y. The boy swims  desperately 
$ t e r  Hituls  schooner u n t i l  he is exhausted and drowns. Filmed on Bora Bora a s  a 
; i l en t  md released with a synchronized musicsil score, Highly praised f o r  i t s  
tvisu21 magic-laukhing girls s l id ing  down 3 w::terfall, majestic shots  of t rees ,  
.nd sc-zs and na t ives  in all t h e i r  innate  diknity. But the re  w e  a l s o  czrdboard 
loons and rubber sharks znd a s to ry  a s  patent ly  manufactured a s  the  pr~ps.t193 
'HE BLONDE CAPTIVZ. LmperiziL D i s t .  Rel. 12/13/31; Hen., 6/2/33. Tha f i lm record of 
n expedition l e d  by Dr. Paul idithington from Honolulu t o  Pago Pago, F i j i ,  Ba l i  cmd 
us t ra l in .  Narrated by Lowell Thorns .94 
AFE I N  Hm. F i r s t  National. Rel. i2/30/31; H Q ~ .  , 1/1/33. with ~ o m t h ~  x s c h i l i  
n< Donald cooke A girl charged with murder " f l e t ? ~  t o  3-n i s land  in the  South Pacif ic  
, < , l < h e r q  she f inds herself  but  One of 2 ~3mmunity of fugi t ives  and renegades in a 
qnd of human dere l ic t s .  . 01195 

1932 
OUTH SEA ADVENTURES. Principnl D i s t .  C?. Rel. 3/31/32; Hone, 1/20/33* Zane 



1933 
HELL 3EU3f* i G  R d .  4/15/33; Hon., 10/12/33. D i r . ,  John C ~ r m y r  ~ I i t h  Robert 
Montgomery, Walter Huston, lii~dgc Evvls ond Jimmy Dur?nte, k s toq -  of subm3rinc action in ..orld rBr I, filmed i n  pwt a t  Pearl  ~ a r b o r , : ~ l  
THE NHHHO r CCRUER. Wwner B r ~ t h s r  s-Vitaphme. Re1 . 78/33. D i r  . , Alfred E. Green. 
h%th Dougllis Fsirbanks, Jr., Rzlph Bellsrqy and P l t r i c i a  Ellis. From one of t h e  l esse r  Mnugham novels. About lltwo f r i e n d s  on ?n i s l v n l  in t h e  South Seas. h t i r e l y  
as 3 sport ing proposition, one of the f r i ends  sedmced the sensml ,  prcdrltory f iancee 
of the  other. The seducer went off  somewhze a f t e r  t h i s ;  t h e  other rmn k i l l e d  him- 
se l f  .I1 Remde i n  1936 as I s l e  of I'ury.lo2 
CHxi(L1h C k V  1 b GdJATi%3T CASE. Prir2mount. Relr 9/15/39 ; Hon., 2/17/35. Wth  Warner 
sand &rid Heather mgel .  A murder mystory l a i d  i n  Yaikiki, b-sed on Earl Derr 
Bigters ls  House Ji tnout a Key (filmed a s  s s o r i a l  i n  1926). Obviously filmed on the 
ma inland. 1 7  

1934 
FOUR rllIGHTXiiiD PEOPLE. Paramount. Rel. 1/26/23 ; Hon., 1/i2/34 (world premiere). 
Dir , C.B. DeMille. With Claudette Colbert, W i l l i i m  G w e n ,  Herbert Narshall 2nd 
ki3ry Bolnnd. A Chimgo geogra&y teacher esc7pes a plague-ridden stesmer through a 
Malay jungle i n  the company of a reporter ,  3 chanist ,  s womzn birth-control advoczte. 
snd a "renegade who has fgone n s t i v e ~ ~ ~ .  Filmed abosid t hz  S.S. Humuula and on the 

I 

island of ~ a w a i i .  104 
dHITE HUT. (o r ig ina l ly  CANE 3133) 6 Seven Sens. Rel. 7/15/34; Hon., 9/3/36.  D i r . ,  
Lois Weber. d i t h  Virginia Cherri l l ,  Mona Maris, Hmdie Albright a d David Newell. 
Excitement on a Kwai sugsr plantation, filmed cn Kauai i n  1933. 103 

1935 
@I!INY ON THE BOUNTY, KGM. Rel. ll/8/35 ; Hon., 12/1/35, D i r . ,  Frank Lloyd. With 
2harles Laughton, Clark Gable, Franchot Tone, $iimo Clark, Movitn. Based on t h e  
kmous t r i l o g y  (or st l e a s t  the  f i r s t  two par t s )  by Nordhoff ?nd Hall,  The story, 
lased on a h i s t o r i c a l  event, concerns the  18th century voyage of tho Bounty t o  Tahi t i  
;o co l l ec t  breadfruit ,  the  mutiny of the crew ( led by iiiate Fletcher ~ h r i s t i a n )  ag3inst 
:apt. biilliam Bligh, Blights open-boat wyzge t o  Timor, and the l a t e r  capturc and 
,posecution of the mutineers, The movie has become 2 c l s ~ s i c . ~ ~ ~  
JtlVY ~JTFE;. 20th Century-Fox. fiel. ll/29/35; Hon., 4/4/36. !dith Claire  revo or, 
lalph Bellamy, Ben Lyon. From K3thleen Norr i s t s  Be?-utyls Ihwhter .  "Nav;y '$& i s  
h e  woman 1 s s ide  of nsvy lif o, a fast-paced s to ry  of a n2vy nurse who marrias one 
~f ~e doctors a t  %hi: n%vy hospital...11 Mvly scenes filmed i n  Honolulu and a t  pear l  

[arbor .lo7 
AST OF THE PAGANS. LGivi. Rol. 12/20/35; Hon., 1/31/36r l i i th Maln m d  Lotus Long. 
I@ericnn t r ? d c r s  mash an i s l a n d  r ~ m n c c  by shanghaiing t h e  new groom t o  work in  
he phosphetc mines. 11 Included an "island r a i d  md bride  hunt. . .underw?ter b a t t l e  
rith gisnt  swordfish...mine cave-in...fight f o r  lift with the  wild bo-lr...escspe 
d the lovers through the hurricane,. .beneath the t r op i ca l  moon whcre primitive ps- 
ions hold sway!ll Filmed on Tahit i .  108 
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a d .  1/10/36 ; Hon 6/14/36 Fox* - -- With Warner Oland. 
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landing a t  pear l  City.lLU 
ISLE OF FURY, Warner Brothers. 
hiargi?l..-at Lindsay, Donnld Woods 

Rel. 
From 

Hon., 2/24/37. l i t h  Humphrey 
The Narrow Corncr, previously 

ys tery  with Honolulu loca le  . lUY 
H-J-~IA ~ ~ ~ p p m .  F i r s t  N-tional. Kel. 8/22/36; Hon., 11/22/36 ., iirith F'st 0 Brie% 

oss ocxnndor, Humphrey Bogart. Fic t ional ized 3ccount of t h e  e2r ly  years of Pan 
mericar. Airways, 

in the  t r a i l - b l ~ z i n g  flight f r o m  California t o  Manile 

i a  Honolulu, Midway, ?jcke a d  Guam. V i ~ w s  of t h e  Clipper f ly ing  over ~ o n o l u l u  and 



in 1933a A couple on S%l%h Ses i s h n d  s lvc  a detective fmm a sink- 
ing ship; lator, On ? ~ ~ r 1 - f  ishing expcdi-.ion, t h e  detective s?ves t h o  groom fmm 
y, Octopus* The groom 1s revealed a S a f -git ive,  the  detective as -.j plrrsuera ~h~ detective lezves  without his qu? r rye lU  
CAmAm cAmTY* Grand Nstionsl  Films. Rel. ~ / 2 9 / 3 6 ;  Hone, 12/2,'3.(, with G~~~~ 

I ~ I ' r i ~ n  Nixan, liovit3e A S 3 ~ t h  So% t rad ing  sunooner is attscKed by can- 
nibals  nnd white cutthroats.  colorel12 

193 7 
WAIKIKI - m D ~ q G e  P-r%~~ount . Rel. 3/26/37; Hon., 3/25/37 (world pmmiarc) with 

Crosby, Bob Buns,  SMrluy R ~ s s ,  Rartha Rcye . The press  . r ga t  of Impsrial  pins- 
s tages  a f i F i n e n ~ ~ l e  G i r l t 1  contest and woos t he  lo rn  g i r l  who w i n s ,  llcrooning 

~scudo-Hamiian d i t t i e s  through a wreath t o  t h e  accmpaniment of innmorsble hula- 
hulas*1t Filmed in Hollywood with a few background shots  mdo on 0ahu,l]3 
)aNGS OVm HCNOLaU. Univer ~ 3 1 .  Rel. 5/23/37; Hon., 6/2/3 7. IJith Wendy Barpie, 
Ray Milland, Kent Taylor. A Navy f l i g h t  l i su tenan t  stat ioned on Whu i s  kept f r o m  
h i s  bride by f mquent night duty, She s p n d s  an evening aboard an  old flame t s 
yacht, causing h e r  husb~nd  t o  pursue her i n  s p l m e  with a new-empty gss tank, The 
picture was studded with l o c a l  references nnd obviously faked sett ings, l14 
PARADISE ISLE. l@nogram. R d  7/21/37; Hon., 9/26/37. With Movita, :larren Hull, 
George P i l t z .  A bl ind painter ,  on his way t o  m eye spec i s l i s t ,  mskes it t o  shore 
when his ship blows up. The i s h n d  girl who f i n d s  him dives i n  shsrk-infested 
waters f ~ r  pear l s  to pay for bringing the doctor t o  him, Her nat ive  s w e ~ t h e a r t  is 
jealous but  helps. After a successful operation t he  painter  s tays  on t o  marry t he  
g i r l .  Backgrounds were filmed on Tutuila, American ~arnoa.1~5 
EBB TIDE. Paramount-Zukor. Re1 . 11/26/37; Hon., 12/10/37. With Oscar Homolka, 
Barry Fitzgerald, Ray hil land,  Frances Farmer, Lloyd Nolan. "Three adventurers-A 
discredited sea captain, a sniveling, cadging, l i t t l e  cockney, and an English re- 
mittance man whose remittances have stopped coming--camandeer a Sydney-bound scho- 
oner..,Their f a t e s  and t h a t  of Frances Fam~er (a s tudio  addit ion t o  the passenger 
l i s t )  ?re  determined by a s t o p o v e r  a t  an unchirted South Pac i f ic  i s l snd  ru led  with 
a r i f l e  by a re l ig ious  mdmczn.11 Includes a typhoon. Inaccurately b i l l e d  as  lltho 
f i r s t  South Seas adventure-romance over filmed i n  cdor t I1  The s i l e n t  v e r s i n  of 
t h i s  s t o ry  by Robert Louis ~ tevenson  m d  Lloyd Osbourne appeared i n  1922. 118 

W W Y  JDi OF MP ISLANDS. Grand National Films. itel. 12/17/37; Hon., 1/23/38. 
With George Houston, Clark ~ u t h  Coleman. A musical about pmtec t ing  Po~Y- 
nesisns from pear l  marauders l l f  
HpICWEe Sqmuel Goldwyn. Rel. 12/24/37; Hone, 3h8b8* John Ford and 
Stuart  Hcislcr. Ifith Jon H s l l ,  Dorothy Lamour, a s p o n d  biassey, xary Astors C* 
Aubrey &i tha  ~ ~ r m g i ,  first mtc of a f i sh ing  schooner, is j a u e d  for h i t t ing  a 

b a y .  a g h t  years l a t e r ,  r?fter repeated attempts, he eSC3Pe-5 b ~ k  f~ h i s  
bride brn aes on h i s  own island.  A hurricane dev ls ta tes  the  a t d i  ~ 7 d  

the couple off t o  a new l i f e .  From t he  book by Chzrles Nordhoff and J'lmes 

No- &ne Filmed on C l t a i n a  ~ s ~ n d e ' l ~  
L W ~ S  IN H ~ ~ ~ I I ~ S  PUADISE. Hel. 1937(?); Honer 1/1/38a With Reiko, S" f 
Qoji, Shims Koji, 

as t he  "first JdpncSe t a m e  filmed in ~ a ~ i i . l l  '9 
1938 

HAkjALTHN B U C ~ O O .  20th Cmtury-Fox* Rel. 1/14/38; Hon., 4/10/38. with Smith 
Ballow uld Evalyn mappa ~ b ~ t  I t 3  p r e t t y  ~ i r l  ranch owner f a ~ n g  t h e  l o s s  of her 

through the connimnce of u n s c ~ p ~ 1 0 U s  pers"smt1 She is h'lped by ' 
boy wm, ,, dhen 

is not fighting someone o r  rowncing with t he  h e r ~ h ~ * * . ,  bursts 
hto ongar, Backgrounds wcm filmed on the  Parker R2nch, t h e  

localea 120 
~ d .  2/25/38; Hone, 2/24/3 8 (world premiere ) . With 

HAIT~L, 71 CAJJ,S. RKO-Radio . 
Bobby Breen, Sparks, pur. ~ n n i ,  M3mo CLw-ke Two Yomg boys to Hondulu as 



stowaways on a  ats son l i ne r ,  ?rr, befriended by Is land residents, and bocome involved 
in a hunt for a band of criminals. Numerous songs, including " H s w a i i  CRUSU m d  
"That ' s  the Hawaiian i n  EIeN . Very loosely  based on Don Blandingt s Stowawrys in 
Paradise. Filmed on Oahu and g~aui.121 
HER JUNGLE LOVE. Zukor-Plramount. Rel. L,'15/38; Hon., 7/1.6/38. Wi%h Dorothy lamour 
and Ray Piilland. "A romncc between a har.2som young av ia to r  whose plane i s  wrecked 
on a lonely  South Seas i s l e ,  w d  m untamed girl of mystery who ru lo s  t h e  i s l snd  a s  
t h e  white goddess of crocodile-worshipping niltives..." Also a typhoon. I n  cnlor.122 

193 9 
TFiADE WINDS. W3lter Wanger-Unit ed Artists. Rel. 1/12/39; Hon., 4/2/39. Vith 
Fredric March, Jonn Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann Sothern. A San Francisco detect ive  follows a g i r l  to Honolulu catches her i n  Singapore, and marries her  ou t  of Bombay. 
~ i l m e d  i n  actual  1.ocales.123 
M r n L U  C W N  IN HONOLULU. 20th Century-Fox. Rel. 1/13/39; Hen., 3/5/39. With Sidnej 
Toler and Phyl l i s  Brooks. Toler ls  f i r s t  appenranco a s  Chnn, i n  r- movie t ha t  i s  
clever balance of nonsense and bzrking guns on a f re igh te r  t h l t  cventu~i l ly  docks in 
~onolu lu  .tt124 
i@JoLULU. XEi. Rcl. 2/3/39; Hone 2/2/39 (world premiere). ~ i i t h  ELosnrr Pawen, - 
iobert Young, Gracie Allen, George Burns, Kealoha Holt. A movie s t a r  and an Oahu 
gineapple grower wno look a l i ke  meet and decide t o  swap places. The st-cir visits 
ionolulu and f a l l s  in love, t o  t he dismay of t h e  g i r l  engaged t o  h ' double. Much 
h c i n g .  Except for  c?. few tnckgrQund shots, filmed in Hollywood. 1% 
@TINY ON THE HLACKHAWK. Universal. Rel. 9/1/39; Hon., 11/1/39. VJith Richard 
irlen, Andy Devine, Noah Beery, Mala, Mamo Clark. Blackbirders brib; 3 Hswaiisn 
:hief t o  permit them to enslave h i s  subjects and take them t o  Califorcia,  The 
Iawaiisns mutiny, then join an undercover m m  from the U.S. Amy sn American set- 
J e r s  i n  C ~ l i f o r n i a  t o  f igh t  the Mexican army, The time i s  1840.12 2 
WAIIAN NIGHTS. Universal, R d  , 9/8/39; Hon., 9/1/39 (world premiere). With 
'ohnny Downs, Piary Carlisle,  Constance Moore, Sol Hoopii, The owner of a Honolulu 
l ~ t e l  sends h i s  son t o  the  Is lands  t o  w r k  there. The son takes  along his h n d ,  work€ 
'or a r i v a l l s  hotel, and woos the r i v a l f s  daughter. Synthetic hulas and %he in- 
v i t ab l e  pineapple kingll. Made i n .  Hollywood with sane blaildki backgrounds .127 

1910 
TaSS FAMILY hC8INSCN. RKO-Radio. ~elT~2/16/40.  With Thomas Mitchell  and Edna 
est .  Johann D.3vid kiysefs s t o ry  of the f a y  shipwrecked on a South Sea i s l a d .  

128  

TtS k DATE. Universal. iiel. 3/22/40; Hon., 4/5/40. D i r . ,  riilliam A. Sei ter .  With 
@ m a  Durbin, K2y Frances, v id t e r  pidgeon, hlgene Pa l le t t e ,  Harry Owens. An ac t r e s s  
nd her daughter vac.3tion in Honolulu, wherethe &ughter fe igns  i n t c r c s t  i n  3 middlo- 
ged planta t ion owner. Some Hwaiian background shots.129 
ARriARriIO. E.G. Gamspe. Hon., 3/29/40 (world premiere). D i r . ,  C.R. Gorospe. i l i th  
2t.y Bange l io  and Faustino Cmbr3. A b d  a young man from t h e  Philippines who f inds 
3rk i n  Hawaii, ggcs t o  t h e  U.3.  mainlmd for his education, then re tu rns  home t o  ' 
nke h i s   lace as  z le.adcr,- T h e  first t a lk ing  p ic tu re  in Ilocano. Filmed e n t i r e l y  
n mhu k i t h  a l o c a l  c3s t  .LJU 

PIT., Ni3 P&3T AGAIN. Warner. Rel. 4/20/40; Hon., 7/21/40. With Gemge Brent, Nerle 
berm, Pat  OIBrien. A man i n  the c~.stody of a detective m d  n womul with o n w  a 
l o r t  time t o  l i v e  t r a v e l  from Hong K~ng t o  Ssn Frmcisco v i a  Honolulu in  a lwrurg 
ber.  advertised a s  "Under Haw3ij.m &ies l  A rOm3nCe of the  South S C ~ S ! ~ ~  A re- 
ike of Gne IJay P a s s x e  (1932). 131 
1ARLIE b U ~ D i i i  CWISE. 20th Ccntury-Fox. de l e  6/21/40; Hon., 7/20/40. 

i th  Si&ey Tolere A f r iend of Chan, onc of a world cruise  p x d y  stopping in Hono- 
Au, i s  fi1wdurcd, a d  the  detective s a i l s  with the  p3rty t o  solve the nlystery and 
rango hi3 f fiend. sari Derr Big,ers' s Cherlie Chan C ~ r r i e s  @, p m d o u s l y  
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filmed i n  ~ 9 3 1 . ~ 3 ~  
LINGLINGAY. Ma dolor2 and Cnba lore. Hon . , 7/10/40 (world premiere ) . With Max 
Velasco, ~ e l i s a  Cabslons, Ros r: Labrador. About llthrec couples who o t t  er.d t h e  uni- 
ve r s i t y  together a d  f i nd  t h e i r  careers bound together throu&out thek' 
Produced locolly,  the " f i r s t  i s l m d  mcde F i l i p ino  music%l wibh an a l l - loca l  cast.f1133 
ROAD TO SIIXMWE. Paramount. ilel . 3/22/40; Hon., 6/14/40. D i r  . , Vie t o r  Schertz- 
h g e r .  riith Bing Crosbj, Dwothy Lamour, Bob Hope. Two f r iends  mect a d n c i n g  g i r l  
in a cafe on i rcmote South Ses i s lznd cal led ~ i ~ o o n . U 4  
SCUTH OF PAGO PAGO. United Ar t i s t s .  R e l ,  7/19/40; Hon., 10/9/40. D i r . ,  Alfmd 
Green. vlith Victor PicLlglen, J G ~  Hall, Frances Farmer, Ol~mpo Bradna. An un- 
scrupulous adventurer and his crew, accompsnisd by a blonde and painted hostess  from 
a Singapore dive, s a i l  t o  tho Island of $fanon t o  s t e a l  p r i ce l e s s  pearls from inno- 
cent Polynesims. The ch ie f ' s  son temporarily forsakes his betrothed f o r  the haole 
hussy. Background shots  were made a t  Kalapana and t he  Kona ~ o a s t . l 3 5  
SEVEN SINNERS. Universal. Rel. 10/25/40; Hon., 2 / 1 2 / ~ .  D i r . ,  Tay Gyrnett Yith 
Marlene Dietrich, John ?~?:zyne. An en te r t s 'ne r  in a South Sea cafe, a n~lvs l  off icer ,  
a beachcomber and an a lcohol ic  surgeon. 13k 

19Ll 
OF THE SOUTH SEAS. Paramunt. R d a  8/15/41; Hon., 4/18/@. ~ i t h  Dorothy 

Lamour, Jon Hall. After 1 5  y e w s  i n  the U.S., t h e  r u l e r  of a Polynesian i s l and  re- 
turns. Sarongs, wild g:..rdenias, limpid pools, a jealous r iva l ,  md a volcanic 
eruption. ~echnicolor . l37 An s w l i e r  version appeared i n  1926. 
SGUTH OF TAHITI. Universal. Rel. 10/17/4l; Hon., 12/7/41 (scheduled opening prob- 
ably postponed several a y s ) .  iJith Brian Donlevy, Brod Crawford, Andy Devine, Maria 
biontez. k rough pes r l  fisherman and two p?ls t r y  t o  s t e a l  a s to re  of pearls  on an 
uncharted South Sea is land ruled by a beaut i ful  princess. The ca s t  included "50 
sarong-clad goddesses of love 1 11138 
P'IOCNLIGHT I N  UUJAII. United ~ r t i s  t s , R e l .  11/21/41; Hon . , 12/21/4l. With June 
Frazee, Leon Errol, pdscha Auer, Johnq  Downs, Pinria Monte%* A comedy romnce with 
~ s l z x i  music .13 9 
HGi\;(l~uLu LU. Columbia. R e  12/1/41. With Lupe Velez, Bruce f en nett. NO fu r ther  
inf xmat ion available.  
SC63G OF THE ISWVDS. 20th Century-Fox. Rel. 3/13/42; Hon., 7/4/@. With Betty 
Grsble, Victor piature, Jack Cakie, Hilo Hattie, Harry Owens. About "an e f f o r t  t o  

prevent crass  commercislism from r a r r i ng  t he  pa s to r a l  existence of m e  of t h e  Hawair 
im group.rc songs md hulss, plus scenes of t he  black sand beach a t  Kalapana and 
c a t t l e  loading i n  Kona . Technicolor . 140 
T G  TllliTLsS OF TAHITI. RKO-fiadio. Rel. 5/1/42; Hon., 7/2/42. With Jon Hall, ~ h n r l e s  
Lewhton. &-, improvident hapa-haole family of Tnhiti,  needing gasoline fo r  its 
fishing boat m d  truck, be t s  on s f ight ing cock snd loses  t i l l ,  but  recovers when the 
members salvage a c,zrgo vessel  abandoned in a hurricane. From No lviore Gas, by 

A4> 

THE MCCN AND SIWENCE. United Artists. Rel. 10/2/42; Hon., 5/8/43. Yith George 
 sand^^^, Herbart 14arshal1, Elena Verdugo. A f a i t h f u l  filming of the 1919 b e s t s e l l e r  



by i~laugharn about a Gauguin-like p i n t e r  who abandons his fanily,  moves t o  Tahit i ,  
m r r i e s  a young nlt ive,  m d  p i n t s  countless msterp ieces  bcforo d m g  of l e p m s y . l ~  - - . A  

1yl-j 
RHYTDf CF THE ISUbJDS. Universal. Rel. 4/16/43; Hon., 6/U/b3. With Allm Jones, 
June Frazec, Andy Devine, Acquanetts . Plusic31 rommce ,145 
AM FORCE. idWner. Re1. 3/20/43; Hon., 5/1/43. D i r . ,  H m r d  H9wks. With John 
Curfield, Hmry C*irey. K Flying F o r t r ~ s s  l e lves  California on Decmber 6 ,  19W. end 
rcsches Hickam Field  shor t ly  l f t c r  the Japnnese qttzck, then continues on t o  ~hke 
Island and (eventual 1 ~ )  the Bzttlc of the Coral Sea. The Hick-yn ~ c c n ~ ~ g o r t r n y e d  the  
defenders being haraadsd by Iflocal Jap snipers". Filmcd near Tampa. 
TAHITI HONZY. Republic. Rcl, 4/6/43; Hon., 9/26/43 . iJith Dew is 01 Keefo, Shone 
Simon, Lionel Stander . S d  lors ,  grass sk i r t s ,  2nd uhuleles .I47 
hHITE SAVAGE. Universal. Re1 . 4/23/43; Hon., 9/2/43. Nith Maria Biontoa, Jon Hall, 
Sabu. Technicolor . No fur ths  r in foma t i  on. 
SHRCBVG GIRL. Bonogram. R s l .  5/28/43; lion,, 3/12/44. With Ann Corio. No fhrther 
inform tion.  

MOTES 

Time, 3x1, 2, 1939, p. 17. Nzticnal - 
release dates taken from issues  of 
Film Daily Year B r k  cf Motion Eict- 
ures (formerly Film Year Bdok), 1922- - 
1923 t o  1940, and Internat icnal  M~t ion  
Picture ~lmanac (formerly k2ticn Pict- -- 
ure ~ l n m a c ) ,  1933 t o  1945-1946. These - 
often d i f f e r  3n datos, somethes by 
several mmths; dcitcs given h ~ r e  were 
cn3 sen a r b i t r a r i l y  when disagreement 
occurred. Li terary sources u s u a l y  
taken from R.B. ~i&mitt, A T i t l e  Guide 
t 3  the  Talkies (2 vol., 1965). 
H s n o l u l u _ ~ ~ r ~ B u l l e t i n  (hi r e l f t e r  SB), 
April 26, l$&O, p. 14; J. iil'3ld and 

Ibid,, p. 76, and P w i f i c  Cmmercial - 
Advertiser (hereafter PCA) , July 7, 
1919, p. 5, July 10, 1%9, p. 5, and 
July 18, 1919, PO 5 .  ~ ? t a  fo; 1915-1936 Brom The 1938 Film 
m i l y  Year B=ok of Hoticn Pictures, p. - .-- -- 
275; 1937-1943 f r ~ m  dcta cn number of 
films approved by Producticn Ccde Ad- 
m i n i s t r ~ t i ~ n  i n  1944-45 In t e rn i t i cna l  
11~ t i cn  Picture klmmac, p. 703. 
Ibid. - 
Pictures nmcd i n  remzinder of t h i s  
d i s c u s s i ~ n  doscribed more M l y  in 
rznnotzted l i s t i n g  a t  end of narmtive.  
J.C. Furnas, ~netomy of Psrndise,.. 
( ~ c w  Ymk, 1947), p. 422. 
Ibid., cnpt im for  cuts between pp. 
13L 2nd 435. 
 bid., &- 412-424; I i a r e e r i t e  Court7 - 
ney, Lqurctte (Idcw York, 1955), pp. 

. 

112-U8 
L . H:illiwoll, The Filxm oer ' s C ?mpa-mA 
( ~ e w  Ycrk, 1 9 6 3 ~ ~ ~ .  182, 235; 1938- 
39 ~ n t ; . r n ~ t i o n s l -  Ksticn picture  flm;?nac. 
m. 328. -446. Other sources give Miss 
* A  - 
L.maur1; correct  name a s  S l s t m  (Time, 
N ~ v .  15, 1937, P O  41.). 
Biogr2phiczl d ? t a  f r ? m  Hotinn Picture 
iUn?n?c, 1933, 1934-35, 2nd 1942-43. 
SB, J d y  10, 1926, SQC., p. 7, Sept. 
2, 1929, pe 4;  HA, J\m* 23, 1968, Pp* 
A-IA and A-1B; SB, Jan. 23, 1968, pp. 
1, 2, 3; All About Hawaii, 1967, pa 169. 
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21 Motim --- Picture ____I_- Alnwnac, 1933 and 1934; 41 HA, ~ u l y  7, 1921, p. 4; SB, July 7, 
SB, bar. 19, 1955, Hawaiisn Life Jeek- P, 7. 
Ehd Magazine, pp. 4-5; SB, Feb. 13, 42 PCA, M.lar. 9, 1921, 2, 4: f/:sr. U, p. 
1968, p. A-8; 'Ejme, iwr. 15, 1968, p. -,. 4* 
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69 Time, Febe 13, 1928, pp. 39-40; SB, 
Ccte 4, 1928, P. 2. 

70 SB, N Q ~ .  10,-1928, S. 3, p. 13, NGV. 12, 
P* 13. 

71 Time, A W *  13, 1928, p. 40; SB, H2r. 4, 
1929, pa 12; Jqy Fr-rmklin, Classics c~f - 
the Silent Screen (New York, 1959), 
pp. 108-109. 

72 SB, Dece 21, 1929, S. 3, p. 13, Dec. 
23, pe 12. 

73 SB, PBr. 22, 1930, s. 3, p. 11, Iyinr. 
24, P* 

74 SB, Jm. 25, 1930, s. 3, p. 13, Jan. 
27, p* 2. 

75 9, May 27, 1929, p. 22; SB, Nov. 11, 
1929, p. 12, Nov. 12, p. 12, $far. 6, 
1968, PO C-5 

76 SB, Jan. 18, 1930, p. 10, Jrme 20, p. 
18 

77 SB, June 4, 1929, p. 5; Pwttdise of 
the Pacific, June 1929, pp. 9-ll. 

78 SB, m y  30, 1930, p. 16. 
79 &, 0ct .- 28, 1929, p. 64. 
80 Time, Dec, 23, 1929, p. 12; SB, Dec. 

13, 1930, s. 3, p. 13, Dec. 15, p. 8. 
81 SB, Dec. 24, 1930, p. 9. 
82 SB, Nay 3, 1930, s, 3, p. 12, 
&3 HA, Dec. 21, 1930, Soc,, p. 12, Dec. 

25, 2 .  8; SB, Dec. 24, p. 9. 
84 SB, Oct. 22, 1930, p. 2, Octe 23, 

amsement psge. 
85 SB, Iiay 6, 1931, p. 9, June 9, P., 2. 
86 T&.e, Sept. 15, 1930, p. 40; SB, F W  

4, 1931, P. 2. 
87 zgLz, Sept. 22, 1930, p. 30; SB, M ~ Y  

14, 1931, P O  15. 
88 SB, June 11, 1930, P. 1, Jan* 12, 

1031, p. 2. 
89 SE, AU,~ 20, 1931, P* 14. 
90 SB, Octe 26, 1931, P* 2- 
91 SB, &ire 16, 1932, Pa 10, Mr .  17, P* 

8. 
92 SB, April 4, 1931, P. 1, April 6, P* 

1, Dee. 12, s. 1, p. 5, 6. 2, P* 11. 
93 Time, Nar. 30, 1931, Pe 33; SBY Feb* 

1932, p. 8; Knight, ppe 144-1453 
Franklin, pp. U6-U.7. 

106 a, N&. 18; 1935, p. 32; SB, Dec. 
2, 1935, PO 9. 

107 sR, Nay-9, 1935, p. 1, April 4, 1936, 
s. 2, p* 9 

108 Newsweek, Jan. 18, 1936, p. 40; SB, 
Jme 31, 1936, pe 50 

109 SB, Junc 18, 1936, p. 8. 
U.0 SB, Nov. 23, 1936, p. 9 .  
ll1 SE, Feb. 25, 1937, p. 11; Clifford 

McCarty, B o ~ e g :  t he  Films of Humphrey 
Bokart (Now York, 1965), pp. 35-36. 

U.2 SB, Dec. 2, 1937, pe 10; HA, Dee. 
3, 1937, PO 8. 

U3 SB, Jan. 13, 1937, P. 5, Mar. 26, PO 

6 ;  - m e ,  lip;il 5, - 1937, - pp. 53-54. 
l l 4  T i m ,  M3y 31, 1937, p. 30; SB, June 

39 1937. R* lie 

.. 
X L ~  &, NDV. 29, 1937, p. 42; SB, D m .  

13, 1937, P* 11. 
U 7  SB; Jan. 24, 1938, p. 10. 
U.8 T h e y  N O V ~  15, 1937, PP. 41-42. 
U 9  SB, Doc* 31, 1937, P* 10. 
120 sB, April 11, 1938, p. 7. 
121 Ha, Feb. 25, 1938, p. 7; Time, Mar, 

14, 1938, p a  53. 
122 HA, July 16, 1938, pa 4. 
123 Time, Dec. 26, 1938, p. 30; SB, April 

3, 1939, P O  6. 
124 SB, M?r.  6, 1939, P. 11. 
125 SB, Feb. 3, 1939, p. 6 ;  Time, Febei 

20, 1939, pa 68. 
126 SB, Wcv. 2, 1939, P. 12. 
127 Newsweek, Aug. 28, 1939, P e  25; 

Sept. 2, 1939, se 1, p. 2. 



HAWAII HISTORICAL REVIEW - APRIL, 1968 

128 Time, Feb. 19, 1940, p. 63; Wsld and 137 
Macauley, p. 471. 13 8 

129 X d . ,  p. 425; Newsweek, April 1, 13 9 
1940, pp. 43-44; SB, Dec. 7, 1939, p. 3-40 
1, April 6, 1940, See., p. 7. 

130 HA, I W .  24, 1940, pp. 1, 10; SB, M w .  Ikl 
30, 1940, pm 2. 

I31 HA, Ju ly  20, 1940, p. 11, Ju ly  22, p. 142 
' 7. u3 

132 HA, July 20, 1940, p. ll. 1-41, 
133. SB, J a y  9, 3-9403 P* 8. 
134 SB, June 15, 1940, s. 1, p. 7, 2nd Suc. 145 

p. 11; Neld and ihacaulay, pp. 458-459. U 6  

Newsweck, Sept, 1, 1 9 0 ,  p. 49. -- .- 
Sa, Dec. 6, i94I9 s. 2, p. ll. 
SB, Dece 23, 15U9 P O  9 -  
SB, Feb. 17, 1942, p ,  C ,  July 4, p. 

Newsweck, Aug. 10, 1942, p. 54. 
They Cct 19, 1942, pp. 96, 98; News- - 
week, Oct. 19, 1942, p. 78. - 
SB, June 12, 1943, p. U. 
Newsweek, Feb. 8, 1943, p. 84; m, 
Feb. 8, 1943, p. 85. 
HA, Sept, 26, 1943, s. 2, p. 17. 

135 Newsweek, July  22, 1940, pp. 35-36; SB, 
Oct. 9, 1940, P. ll, Octe 10, pe 10. 147 

136 SB, Feb. 12, 1941, p. 7, F6b. 13J P* 6 .  
C O ~ { ~ ~ I B U T ~ :  ~ o b c r t  C. S c b i t t ,  Hawaii s t n t e  s t , t i s t i c i - l n ,  m k e s  h i s  5 n 3 1  Con- 
t r i b u t i ~ n  t o  the HHR. H i s  ccntinual  wsrm support of t h i s  jcurnal  i s  g r a t e fu l l y  
acknowledged hcre. 
&mCUNCEi\&VT: Ifjith the appemsncc of t h e  July, l-ssue, t h e  HHR ends i t s  six- 
yevear career.  This f in31 &bcr w i l l  include a short  obituary. - 
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