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FLOOR STATEMENT BY THE HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA (D. ,HAWAII)
IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 9730, THE AQUACULTURE ORGANIC ACT OF 1977
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MR. CHAIRMAN, I WOULD LIKE TO RISE IN SUPPORT OF

H.R. 9730.
THE UNITED STATES IS AT A PIVOTAL POINT IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF AQUACULTURE.
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AT PRESENT, WE IMPORT MORE THAN £4% OF ALL THE FISH

AND SHELLFISH WE CONSUME. WHILE AQUACULTURE PROVIDES FOR
LESS THAN 3% OF OUR NEEDS, "FISH FARMS" SUPPLY COUNTRIES
LIKE JAPAN AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA WITH MORE THAN 10% OF THEIRS.
THE U.S. HAS AN ANNUAL FISH AND FISH PRODUCT DEFICIT OF
$800 MILLION.

THE BILL WE HAVE BEFORE US AFFECTS THE OVERALL ECONOMIC
WELL-BEING OF OUR NATION. IN MY OWN STATE ALONE, VARIOUS
OPERATIONS ARE PRESENTLY RESEARCHING OR ARE ENGAGED IN THE
CULTURING OF SUCH MARINE PLANTS AND ANIMALS AS ALGAE, MULLET,
MILKFISH, CATFISH, BAITFISH, SHRIMP, PRAWNS, OYSTERS, CLAMS
AND MUSSELS.

FURTHERMORE, THE FIRST HAWAIIAN BANK PUBLICATION,

ECONOMIC INDICATORS, HAS STATED THE FOLLOWING WITH REGARD

TO ONE CORPORATION'S PLAN TO RAISE PRAWNS ON PARCELS OF

FORMER SUGAR LAND: "WHEN THE PROJECT IS FULLY DEVELOPED...
ANNUAL REVENUES (FROM 300 ACRES) WILL BE EQUIVALENT TO THE
GROSS REVENUES RECEIVED BY KILAUEA SUGAR COMPANY FROM ITS

4,800-ACRE PLANTATION IN THE YEARS BEFORE ITS CLOSING."

AS MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, WE WOULD BE FLAGRANTLY REMISS
IF WE DID NOT SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDUSTRY WITH
POTENTIAL SUCH AS THAT.




THE ONLY WAY WE CAN EFFECTIVELY PURSUE THE GOAL OF A
VIABLE AQUACULTURE PROGRAM IS THROUGH A COMPREHENSIVE,

SINGULARLY DIRECTED NATIONAL PLAN. H.R. 9370 PROVIDES US

SH
WITH THAT PLAN. SOME WOULD AV%% THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS

ALREADY INVOLVED IN AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT. IT IS ....
THROUGH 21 DIFFERENT AGENCIES! FRAGMENTATION OF RESOURCES,
DUPLICATION OF ACTIVITIES AND JURISDICTIONAL PROTECTIONISM
WILL NEVER SERVE TO HELP US RISE FROM OUR PRESENTLY
SHAMEFUL POSITION IN THIS FIELD.

WE ARE CONSIDERING A VEHICLE BY WHICH WE CAN ENCOURAGE
BUSINESS INVESTMENT, STIMULATE MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT,
PROMOTE DOMESTIC PRODUCTION OF MUCH-DEMANDED PROTEIN AND
IMPROVE OUR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS.

IF WE ARE TO BE TRUE TO OUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS
PUBLIC SERVANTS, WE MUST NOT TURN OUR BACKS ON THIS
OPPORTUNITY.
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