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Senator Daniel K. INOUYE

PERSONAL MEMO - May, 196 8

In the five years since Birmingham, the nation has been confronted almost daily with the 
Negro's agonized cry for human justice and equal rights. Many citizens tried to look the 
other way when it began, but the obscene pictures on the television screen did not disappear. 
They showed legions of men, women and children battered by police clubs, attacked by 
vicious police dogs, driven from demonstrations by fire hose and tear gas.

Birmingham Public Safety Commissioner, Theophilus "Bull" Connor led the assault and of 
him President Kennedy was to say: "The civil rights movement owes 'Bull' Connor as much 
as it owes Abraham Lincoln. "

But black Americans were to become even more indebted to another man, one of their own, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It was he who led "Project C" at Birmingham, a code name 
for the Negro protest demonstrations against white discrimination. "C" stood for 
"Confrontation. "

It was he, the apostle of nonviolence, who touched off Negro demonstrations or confronta­
tions in 800 cities and towns across the land.

And it was he, standing before some 200, 000 blacks and whites, who had marched on 
Washington in 1963, who said:

"When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village 
and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able 
to speed up that day when all God's children, black men and white 
men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual,

'Free at last,
Free at last.
Thank God Almighty, 
We are free at last. "

Even before the great throng gathered, early adoption of civil rights legislation by the 
Congress to eliminate segregation in public facilities and to protect voting rights and end 
discrimination in employment, was a foregone conclusion.

The first major civil rights legislation was passed in 1964. It was a tribute to President 
Kennedy, who was struck down by an assassin before the Congress enacted the legislation. 
In a televised address, President Kennedy had appealed to the moral sensibilities of the 
American people. President Johnson, his successor, saw to it that civil rights legislation 
received top priority in the Congress.

It was a small but significant beginning. The barriers to Negro equality had begun to fall.
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Yet a few weeks ago, I saw V. ashington put to the torch in the wake of the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Eight people died and property losses ran into the millions. 
Intangible losses caused by visitor cancellations and restaurants closed by curfew laws 
were inestimable.

In a matter of days the nation's capital was guarded by a garrison of federal troops twice 
the size of the force charged with the defense of Khe Sanh. Violence, looting and arson 
flared in dozens of U.S. cities and towns.

Those who participated in such unlawful acts chose to forget --if they ever knew -- that 
Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his life to free his own people and their white counterparts 
from a permanent death of the spirit. "Even a superficial look at history, " he once wrote, 
"reveals that no social advance rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. Every step toward 
the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering and struggle; the tireless exertions and 
passionate concern of dedicated individuals. "

The black militants reply that the Negro has had enough sacrifice, suffering and struggle 
and that only violence and a frontal assault on white property values will make the white 
man listen - and act.

Although it is doubtless true that one has to be a Negro to truly understand the depth of his 
frustration, I believe I can understand how bitterness is generated in the Negro community. 
One only has to live in a metropolitan community and see the Negro paying higher prices 
for inferior food, clothing and shelter in the ghetto. Even if he chooses to drown his frus­
trations in liquor, he must pay a higher price than his white counterparts in other neigh­
borhoods. And should he come deeply in debt, the Negro is victimized by loan sharks.

In addition, Negro unemployment rates in the ghettos are phenomenally high -- nearly 20 
per cent of all Negro young men in the central cities. Many more are underemployed, un­
able to find better paying jobs which they could capably fill.

Some 25 per cent of our combat veterans in Vietnam are Negroes. Many of them are 
returning home wounded or disabled to learn that they are still not regarded as first-class 
citizens.

There has been some criticism of the failure of the Washington police to act more swiftly 
in halting the looting. But the police were vastly outnumbered in the early stages of the 
disorders. Those in the streets were wisely withdrawn until superior forces could be mar­
shaled. V/hen this was accomplished, the police and the military were extremely effective. 
1, 084 persons were arrested for burglary over a period of nine days (April 4-12, 1968). An 
initial "shoot to kill" order would only have resulted in dozens of unnecessary deaths on 
both sides.

The looters, arsonists and snipers only dishonored the cause of Dr. King just as the "peace" 
demonstrators at lolani Palace recently hurt their cause when they jeered President Johnson 
and tried to shout down his remarks. Such activities are not the actions of civilized men and 
must not be countenanced by the community. There are no instant remedies for the complex 
problems which confront us but we must proceed as reasonable men with compassion and 
understanding, and seek new and better solutions.

The cause of Dr. King may suffer grievously if our nation experiences another summer of 
violence for the Congress may react in a negative manner.

Those of us who seek to right the wrongs which continue to oppress the American Negro need 
no more burning cities to remind us that time is running out.

Aloha,

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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