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WSR inducts Stuco officers

By Louile C. Alonso

Variety News Staff

STUDENTS of William S.
Reyes Elementary School
have elected a new set of Stu-
dent Council Officers for

school year 1999-2000.

Last Friday morning, an in-
duction was held at the Chalan
Kanoa campus for the new of-
ficers of the student body, most
of whom are sixth graders.

Terry C. Ada, WSRES Stuco
advisor, said the main respon-
sibility of the newly-elected
student body is to take part in
decision-making for the
school.
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Department of Public Halth employees talk about the importance of cleanliness to WSRES students during

a “Sick Day” activity last Friday.
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BOE prioritizes on early childhood

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE BOARD of Education is
reminding the Public School
System that schools’ best re-
sources should be directed to-
wards the early childhood pro-
gram, as a matter of policy.

According to Board Watch,
BOE’s newest newsletter, the
school cannot directly affect
the development of a child
before school entrance, but it
does have the opportunity to

impact the next best thing,
which is kindergarten.

“While this grade level with-
out question, is the most criti-
cal of the K-12 program, ex-
isting conditions at the school
level tend to indicate other-
wise,” the board said.

The board also took note that
there is a strong indication that
most elementary teachers pre-
fer to teach in the upper
grades.

“For that reason all too often,

the kindergarten teacher posi-
tionis vacated and subsequently
filled by a rookie,” BOE added.

The same predicament exists
atthe first grade level, the board
said.

In the school level, the board .

pointed out that the highest paid
and more experienced teachers
are placed at the easier upper
grades while the lowest paid,
less or inexperienced teaching
staff face the most challenging
kindergarten or first grades.

On behalf of the Democratic Party Precinct 1 candidates
and the central executive committee member,
we're extending our appreciation to all supporters
who made the rally last Oct. 2, 1999 a very successful one.

Once again, Thank You, Si Yu'us Ma’ase, Ghilisou, Maraming
Salamat, Mellao, Kamsamida, Arigato, Sulang, Kumol Tata and

Kulo Ma Lulap.

Paid for by the Committee to FElect
Chairman James D. Cabrera

The Stuco, Ada said, will be
doing some fundraising activi-
ties after the week-long inter-
cession to raise money for the
school’s incentive awards for
students.

The awards will be given to
studeni: having the best be-
havior and attendance.

This year’s election, Ada
added, received a very warm
parental support.

However, the advisor admit-
ted there were some ‘‘mud-
slinging” that happened dur-
ing the week-long campaign.

“Somebody just tried to put
down a candidate, and some
went around and wrote nega-
tive things in the posters. But

we managed to talk with the
students and everything turned
out smoothly,” Ada said.

For its first fundraising ef-
fort, Stuco will be hosting the
WSRES’ Halloween Fun
Night on Oct. 29.

Connie C. Fleming, the
newly-elected Stuco president,
said the student body’s plan for
this school year is to make learn-
ing fun for the students and keep
it violence- and drug-free
through the school’s
Peacebuilders’ program.

Other elected officers are Ejay
Santos, vice president; Susan
Cabrera, secretary; Jessie Garcia,
treasurer; and Billy Fleming, pub-
lic relations officer.

Effectiveness of DARE
program is questioned

By Loule C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE DRUG Awareness Re-
sistance Education (DARE) is
a popular method but it re-
mains ineffective, according
to a study by researchers at
the University of Kentucky in
Lexington.

In the CNMI, the DARE is a
federally-funded program
which is being administered
by the Department of Public
Safety.

Under the program, police
officers are teaching students
mostly from public schools
about the danger of using il-
legal drugs and its effect.

But according to public
school principals and counse-
lors in the CNMI, the DARE
program at large is widely
supported by the parents and
the community.

The program’s events, prin-
cipals added, are participated
innot only by the students but
the parents and educators as
well.

According to San Vicente
Elementary School adminis-
trator Martha Haberman, the
DARE program in her school
is going on smoothly for years
now.

However, she added that
there is still no research or

Eskuelan San Francisco de Borja students Paul Manglona and Aniceto

datain the commonwealth that
would follow-up on what hap-
pened to students who under-
went the DARE program.

Terry C. Ada, counselor of
William S. Reyes Elementary
School noted that the DARE
program is popular among the
community and students.

She however, admitted that
the program’s effectivity is
not acknowledged nation-
wide.

In a previous report, DPS
Commissioner Charles W.
Ingram said that if DARE pro-
gram could only save one kid
from doing and taking illicit
drugs, he would still consider
the program as successful.

The DARE study, which was
published in August in the is-
sue of the American Psycho-
logical Association’s Journal
of Consulting and Clinical
Psychology, is a follow-up to
anearlier study that also found
no long term drug use among
children and adoloscents.

Researchers looked at more
than 1,000 participants who
had reached the ages of 19 to
21 and had taken partin DARE
or standard drug education in
the 6th grade.

These researchers found that
for more than a decade, the
DARE program left no effect.

Mundo Jr. sing in the choir as the San Francisco de Borja statue is
being brought during the Oct. 9 procession on Rota.
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By Eileen O. Tabaranza

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) — A
Guam-based health care provider
whose parent company is one of
America’s most admired compa-
nies in the contracted services
sector is planning to put up a
subsidiary in Palau which will
provide a comprehensive health
coverage to the Palauans through
a prepaid health care delivery
system.

In a Foreign Investment Ap-
proval Certificate (FIAC) appli-
cation filed before the Foreign
Investment Board (FIB), the
PacifiCare of California (PCC), a
partof the PacifiCare Health Sys-
tems, Inc., (PHSI) which placed
fourth in Fortune magazine’s
America’s most admired compa-
nies in the health care services,
will establish a PacifiCare Asia
Pacific (PacifiCare) entity tocarry

PacifiCare to e

out its health care services to the
Palauans.

PHS]I, a Delaware corporation,
is a publicly traded company on
the NASDAQ stock market and
is the ultimate holding company
of PCC. It has offices and affili-
ates in 10 states and on Guam
servicing roughly four million
members.

PacifiCare’s shareholders in-
clude PacifiCare Operations, Inc.
with a 72 percent stake and
PacifiCare Health Plan Adminis-
trators, Inc. with 28 percent stake.

PCC s licensed by the Depart-
ment of Corporations in Califor-
nia as a licensed health care ser-
vice plan.

In its application to FIB,

PacifiCare will contract with -

health care providers on Palau to
provide comprehensive medical
and hospital care and other health
care services to all Palauans. This

€ ot
ues that are
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_cil, the applications for

being addressed by Forum mem- - ship by Kiribati, Nauru and the

is to be accomplished primarily
through solicitation of private and
public organizations who desire
to provide comprehensive health
care benefits to their employees.

PacifiCare will establish con-
tractual arrangemenis with its
business partners, including em-
ployer groups, health care pro-
viders, and other vendors estab-
lished on Palau which may be
necessary to transact and provide
services. .

In such an arrangement,
PacifiCare ensures prompt ser-
vice and paymentstoits contracted
partners while retaining an equi-
table allocation for risk.

According to its local agent
Kevin Kirk, being familiar with
the Western Pacific region
through its Guam, PacifiCare is,
first and foremost, committed to
the health of the residents of the
region.

To carry out these services,
PacifiCare will infuse a total of
$160,000 overafive-yearperiod.
Its initial marketing capital is es-
timated at $50,000. This is to
establish proprietary computer
and software access, the devel-
opment of advertising and collat-
eral, including the fulfillment and
placement of such campaigns.

In kind marketing investments
are anticipated at $7,500, while
in kind health care services are
pegged at $12,500.

Inits three years of operations,
PacifiCare anticipatestorake ina
total of $245,000 in revenue,

- while gross expenditures are ex-

pected to be at $220,000.
Currently, PacifiCare does not
intend any further issuance of
shares of stock subsequent to re-
ceipt of a FIAC.
In the application, it was ex-
plained that PacifiCare does

xpand to Palau

maintain professional liability in-
surance coverage regarding the
arrangement and provision of
health care services and manage-
ment believes that any such liabil-
ity arising from legal actions
would not affect the company’s
results of operations or cashflows.

Kirk said PacifiCare also hopes
to participate in local activities
that enhance the quality of living
and the culture of the island com-
munity.

To the maximum extent pos-
sible, he said, PacifiCare intends
to hire Palauans to fill the ranks of
its staff on Palau and to work with
Palauan insurance agencies.

Itis anticipated that PacifiCare’s

‘main office will be in Koror.

However, it plans and hopes to do
business in all states of Palau. It
will diversify its services to the
extent the Palauan community
requires, Kirk said.

member-

>VElopmIentL rogTan, NOW
into its second phase,” he said.
- Chan was accomipanied to the
Post Forum Dialogue meeting by
Canada'sHigh

as follows:

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS
A. Call to Order
B. Roli Call
C. Adoption of Agenda

II. ~ CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

IV.  COMMITTEE REPORTS
V. OLD BUSINESS

VI. NEW BUSINESS

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS
VIII. CORRESPONDENCE
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION

in Executive Session.

A. Litigation

B. Personnel mattes
X. ADJOURNMENT

/s/f ROSARIO M. ELAMETO
Chairperson

COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NOTICE

Qovcmor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan hereby give No-
tice that pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, a Regular Meeting of the |.
Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) Board of Dircectors will be held
on Wednesday, October 13, 1999, at 8:30 AM in the CUC Conference Room
located on the 3rd floor of the Joeten Dandan Building, Saipan. The Agenda is

D. Adoption of Minutes - July 27, 1999, Regular Meeting
III.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A. Saipan 80-Megawatt Power Plant Project
B. Fiscal Year 2000 Budget - For Adoption
C. Electric Service Extension Policy

D. Board Concurrence of Proposed RFPs

Pursuant to PL 8-41, Scction 13, Item (6), the Board may vote to meet

RAROTONGA (Pacnews) —
Musicians and artists from 11 Pa-
cificIsland countries will take cen-
tre stage along with about 200 other
countries when they participate in
aglobal charity concertin Helsinki,
Finland this December to raise
awareness about the rights of chil-
dren.

Organisers of concert titled
“Tomorrow’s Child, Let Children
Be Children”, are hoping to draw

Pacific island artists

attention to the plight of disadvan-
taged children around the world.

They say more than 200,000
childsoldiers and 1 20million child
workers, is a disturbing picture of
the life of today’s children.

The picture is also in stark con-
tradiction with the UN Convention
onthe Rights of the Child approved
10 years ago.

The Convention is the guideline
for UNICEF’s work and binds gov-

to join charity concert

ernments of signatory states to their
obligations. The Intemational com-
munity hasnotmet thiscommitment.
Cook Islands singer and
songwriter, Jake Numanga, will
represent his country along with
his manager, Eddie Wichman.
Other Pacific Island countries
taking part are Fiji, Kiribati,
MarshallIslands, Palau, PapuaNew
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu,

The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation
(NMHC), through its Chairman Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, is informing the
general public that the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC)
will be accepting applications to establish aWaiting List for its Section 8
Existing Housing Program. Families residing in Saipan who are in need
of housing assistance are encouraged to apply. Applicants must meet
eligibility requirements of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
D;Yelopment (USHUD) and including the Section 214 regulations (Non-
Citizenship Ruling). If eligible, applicants will be placed under the
Section 8 Housing Program Waiting List.

Applications will be accepted beginning November 08, 1999, and will
close on November 18, 1999. NMHC will accept applicants from house-

hold composition ranging two (2) to ten (10) members for 2-,3-,4- and

5-bedroom units.

/s/MaryLou S. Ada
Executive Director

Nqn person shall be denied housing assistance on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, disabilities, familial status, or national region.

For details regarding the Section 8 Existing Housing Program, contact
Ngrman K. Pangelinan, Manager, Program and Housing Division,
William Agulto or Melinda Pangelinan, Housing Specialist, at 234-6866
or 234-9447, or visit our NMHC’s Office in Garapan, Saipan, from 8:00
a.m. through 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.

“NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing public agency”
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Tonga signs bilateral
agreement with China

NUKU’ALOFA (Pacnews)
— Tonga signed bilateral
agreements on trade, and eco-
nomic and technical co-opera-
tion with China in Beijing yes-
terday.

Tonga’s Minister of Labour,
Commerce and Industries, Dr
Masaso Paunga signed the trade
agreement while Secretary for
Foreign  Affairs, Tu’a
Taumoepeau-Tupou signed the
economic and technical agree-
ment with Chinese officials.

A -Chinese official in the
Tongan capital Nuku'alofa

The royal delegation visited
the China Aero-Technology
Export and Import Corpora-
tion in Beijing yesterday.

The Chinese Embassy in
Nuku’alofa said the company
manufactures small aircraft,
an area of interest for King
Tupou.

The President of the Com-
pany, who visited the King-
dom last December, hosted a
special luncheon for the royal
delegation.

Meanwhile, Chinese Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin last night

Flliplno

eheaded

in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP)
— A Filipino convicted of
stabbing a Saudi to death has
been beheaded in western
Saudi Arabia, the Interior
Ministry said.

Carlito Soriya was beheaded
Friday in the western city of
Yanbu, according to a minis-
try statement.

Soriya had stabbed Ali
Hamza al-Mizayni to death
following a dispute, the state-
ment said without providing
further details.

Soriya’s execution brings

the total number of people
beheaded in Saudi Arabiathis
year to at least 89. Some 29
people were executed in all of
last year.

The kingdom’s Islamic
courts impose death sentences
for murder, rape, drug traf-
ficking and armed robbery.
Executions are usually carried
out with a sword in public.
Human rights groups have
criticized Saudi executions,
claiming the condemned per-
sons generally do not receive
fair trials.

A school of barracuda move in a circle near the island of Gau in Fiji. Large schools of severa/ hundred
barracuda are commonly seen near some dive sites in Fiji. AP

also hosted a state banquet at
the Great Hall of the People in

said the trade agreement

would enhance trade between A woman se/ls newspapers and c/lgarettes alon a busy street in suburban Quezon City Thursday.

the two countries while Tonga
would benefit from the tech-
nical assistance from China
under the economic and tech-
nical programme.

The Tongan Minister and
Foreign Secretary are accom-
panying King Taufa’ahau
Tupou IV and the Queen on a
10-day state visit to China.

Beijing, in honour of the royal
visit.

The royal party arrived in
Beijing on Wednesday after-
noon and were met at the air-
port by the Chinese Assistant
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Wang Guang Ya and the Chi-
nese Ambassador in
Nuku’alofa, Zhao Binhua.

Pacific journalists urged:

Report more responsibly

SUVA (Pacnews) — The annual
Convention of the Pacific Islands
News Association (PINA) in
Suva, Fiji has been told regional
journalists need to focus on the
larger goal of journalistic charac-
ter.

The call was made by Fiji’s
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry as he addressed over
150 participants from the Pacific
regions radio and newspaper
organisation.

Chaudhry said credibility in-
volving accuracy, trust and reli-
ability were great journalism char-
acters but the “pursuit would be
easier if journalists focussed on
thelarger goal of journalistic char-
acter where news stories were
perceived priorities along with

EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT
REQUEST FOR PRGP()SALS

CUC-RFP00-001

The Commonwealth Utilities Corporatlon (CUC) is solrcmng proposals from qualified engineering firms for the design of upgrade of BEACH ROAD
SEWER SYSTEM FROM SAN ANTONIO TO GARAPAN on the island of Saipan Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands {CNMI).

The selected fim is expected to study the existing system and prepare a report giving recommendations for upgrade based on available construction
funds. Upon approval by CUC of upgrade recommendations, the firm will prepare construction documents consisting of plans, specifications,-and
project cost estimates, and will perform topographic and horizontal survey as required for the pipefine route, perform limited soil analysis at appropri-
ate locations along the transmission line route, and prepare O & M Impact Statement. Existing sewer capacity, new capacity currently under
construction, and future population growth and development in the area will be considered in the system upgrade design.

The proposed changes to the existing sewer system include the upgrade of gravity collector and force main transmission lines, upgrade of all lift
stations (and standby generators where necessary), and the addition of new sewer lines where necessary. The upgrade of pump stations willinclude
the addition of equipment (flow meters, level transducers, pressure gauges, data acquisition units) to monitor pump station performance.

Proposals will be evaluated and selection made based on the following criteria: Qualification of the principal and proposed staff - 30 points; Experi-
ence in similar projects - 25 points; Proposed project approach - 25 points; Time frame of the work - 20 points.

Selection shall be made in accordance with CUC Procurement Regulations. Discussions shall be conducted with at least three (3) of the firms
regarding the contract requirements and technical approach and selection made therefrom, in order of preference, of no less than three (3) firms
determined to be most highly qualified to perform the services required. The officer with expenditure authority shall negotiate a contract with the
highest qualified firm at a price determined to be fair and reasonable to the CUC.

It afair and reasonable price cannot be negotiated, netotiations shall

Mahendra Chaudhry

the readers interests and needs”.

He said while there was need
for more journalism training,
“what is needed is a regaining of
the journalistic character, away
from the prevailing hang- up that

news is what one wanted sup- .

pressed”
“T also believe that many jour-

nalists were wrestling with prob- - -

lems like racially-inspired accu-
sations, the reduction of politics
topoint-scoring shouting debates,
cynicism characterising public
life but the culture of our press is
basically consérvative.”

“Add to that the compara-
tively thin credentials of the
journalists as a maker of pro-
fessional judgements, many
fresh out of school with no ad-
vanced training or expertise in
most of the subjects explored in
the news and yet they project
themselves as prima donnas
basking in the glory of frequent
by lines and credit.”

$658M aid

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews) — The Australian
Prime Minister, John
Howard, has announced a one
billion (Australian) dollar
($US658 million) aid pack-
age for Papua New Guinea
(PNG) over three years.
The deal includes
$AUS300 million ($US197
million) ayear in foreign aid,
plus a new short-term loan
facility worth- about
$AUS120 million. The short-
term loan will help cover
PNG’s cash shortage until the
World Bank and Interna-

Australia to give PNG

Mekere the funds are a show
of support for his new Gov-
ernment.

“You’ve been willing to ac-
cept the difficulty of domes-
tic policy change. It’s never
easy, no matter who you are,
what Prime Minister you are,
what country you're Prime
Minister of, it’s a challenge.
And I'm aware of how diffi-
cult it is here and we want to
help,” Howard said.

Meanwhile, former PNG
Prime Minister, current Oppo-
sition leader, Bill Skate has
refused tomeet Howard in Port

International labor officials said the Asian financial crisis caused a major setback for many women in the

region,

AP

omen in Asia last hired,
but first fired, says ILO

MANILA (Reuters) — Hun-
dreds of thousands of people lost
their jobs during the Asian eco-
nomic crisis, and most of them
were women, the International
Labour Organisation said.

“Women faced difficulties
with employment conditions,
and in retaining work (during
the crisis) ... That women are
the first to be fired and the last
to be hired is still true to this
day,” said ILO regional direc-
tor Mitsuko Horiuchi.

In a report released on Tues-
day, the TLO said the rate of un-
employment among women in
Asiawas greater than among men
during the crisis in 1997 than in

PNG, Indonesia
agree to joint
border operation

PORTMORESBY (Pacnews)—
Papua New Guinea (PNG) and In-
donesia have agreed to joint border
operations by their police forces on
the Irian Jaya border with PNG’s
Saundaun province.

The arrangement was encorsed
at last week’s “border liaison”
meeting between officials of the
two countries held at Irian Jaya’s

* capital, Jayapura.

Saundaun Provincial Police
Commander Eugene Manguvasaid
the arrangement allows access to
both sides to crack down on illegal
activities along the common bor-
der.

However, Manguvasaid his main

pre-crisis years.

Women were also paid less, it
said.

Horiuchi, who authored the re-
port, said: “The wage difference
has notbeen justified orexplained
by educational background.
Women are still facing discrimi-
nation.”

The ILO blamed a lack of po-
litical will in enforcing gender
equality laws and men’s igno-
rance for the discrimination.

“It’s the lack of awareness on
their part (men) that feeds through
the lack of awareness in govern-
ment circles,” Wolf-Rudiger
Bohning, ILO director for South-
east Asia and the Pacific, told

Erlcsson AF738

reporters.

Philippine labour
undersecretary Rosalinda Baldoz
said women were the first to go
when local companies cut their
work force.

“When companies do under-
take restructuring, women are
more likely tobe affected than the
men,” she said.

The ILO will open in Manilaon
Wednesday a three-day confer-
ence to follow up progress in gen-
der'equality in 24 Asian nations.
The conference will explore mea-
sures to raise women’s status in
the workplace in line with the
expected Asian economic recov-
ery, the ILO said.

otorola
Wordline

Chinese Vice President Hu Jintao (center) meets w:th former Philippine
President Fidel Ramos (left) and Robert James Lee Hawke, former
Australian prime minister, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on
Friday. . AP

Panasonic
Slinger

Motorola
LS350

Motorola
LS750

Paniasoni

| 235-1043

tional Monetary Fund revive
their own economic assis-
tance packages.

Moresby Friday, saying the
proposed hotel venue is not
“protocol”. r&

concern now was that the state
Government lacked manpower and
the proper resources to conduct

be undertaken with the second highest qualified firm. if a fair and reasonable price cannot be negotiated with any of the firms, then the office with
expenditure authority shall select additional firms in order of competence and qualifications and continue negotiations until a fair and reasonable price
is agreed upon.

* Pagers: Conditions apply. New activations only. 24-month contract required. $15 activation

October 8, 1999

Is! TIMOTHY P. VILLAGOMEZ
Executive Director

A pre-proposal meeting will be held at the CUC Conference Room, Third Floor, Joeten Dandan Building, Saipan, CNMI at 3:00 p.m. on Friday,
Proposals shall be marked CUC-RFP-00-001 and submitted as an original with five (5) copies to Mr. Mariano Fajardo, Materials Management
Manager, Third Floor, Joeten Dandan Building, Saipan, MP 96950, no later than 4:00 p.m. local time Friday, October 15, 1999.

CUC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any defects in the said proposals, if in its opinion to do so would be in its best
interest. All proposals will become the property of CUC.

Allinquiries shall be directed to Mr. David Yamartino, Wastewater Division Project Engineer, at (670) 235-7025, extension 141.

Howard signed the deal in
Port Moresby with PNG's
new Prime Minister, Sir
Mekere Morauta.

Australia will also consider
a direct government-to-gov-
ernment loan within 18
months. Australia is increas-
ing its financial assistance to
PNG to help get its economy
back on track.

Howard has told Sir

Howard’s spokesman said
the Australian Prime Minister
had initially intended to meet
Skate and his frontbench at
Parliament House.

He said it was unfortunate
that Skate now found the hotel
appointmentunacceptable, but
it was the only time available
in the Australian Prime
Minister’s tight schedule, be-
fore he departs PNG Friday.

R,

effective surveillance and proper
checks on the border.

Meanwhile the Indonesian con-
sulate in Vanimo has requested the
assistance of the local police to
track down three PNG men who
escaped the Abepura Correctional
Services in Jayapura last Saturday.

The three men were arrested and
detained for drug smuggling but
escaped while awaiting trial.

StarTAC 3000V

~ $180

7 * Cellular Phones: Conditions apply. New activations only. $25 activation fee
required. 24-month contract required on Nami plan or higher. Security deposit
‘required. Penalty for early cancellation. While supplies last. Free airtime
applies to the next billing cycle. Free airtime appllas to cellular alrtime only, long
distance charges not included.

fee required. Security deposit required. Penalty for early cancellation. While suppties last.

SAIPANGCEL.L.

COMMUNIGCAT O N S

The Choice is Clear.

Telephone: (670) 235-7243 » Fax: (670) 235-7640
Open: Monday-Friday 3am to 6pm * Saturday 9am to 3pm « Sunday closed
Gualo Rai Main Building, Middle Road
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Accident hits heart of Japan nukes

TOKAIMURA, Japan (AP) —
Fumiko Kawasaki was just fin-
ishing lunch when firemen rushed
into her farm supplies store and
told her to evacuate. They didn’t
say why, and she didn’t want to
ask.

“We knew something was up
because police were already seal-
ing off the area,” she said.

At the nuclear fuel processing
plant across the street, workers
had ignored safety procedures -
possibly with the tacit approval of
cost-conscious supervisors - and
mixed up a batch of uranium so
volatile it sent a potent burst of
radiation into the environment.

By nightfall, the mix went criti-
cal, simmering into a self-sus-
taining nuclear reaction. Three
plant employees were hospital-
ized with potentially fatal doses
of radiation. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people holed up indoors
awaiting word that it was safe to
venture outside again.

It was Japan’s most serious
nuclear accident, probably rating
a five on the scale used by the
International Atomic Energy
Commission - equal to the Three
Mile Island accident of 1979.
Chernobyl was a seven.

$800.00 Weekly Potential Processing
Government Refunds at Home.

No Experience Necessary
1-800-966-3599 Ext. 1976

"VIDEO STOCK
F Good selection of over i
7,000 movies and |}
all equipment at
reasonable prices.

Per. (671) 721-0414

Radiation detectors are placed on a desk as workers of the makeshift
emergency center take measures to cope with a nuclear accident in
Tokaimura, northeast of Tokyo Wednesday. Experts now say that after
the initial /eak radiation levels in the area probably returned to normal

quickly.

“We have grown up with
nuclear power,” Kawasaki said as
she sipped coffee made with
bottled water - officials told her
not to use the well just yet. “But
this accident made us realize how
little we really know about what
is going on.”

SAIPAN VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Saturday Hours Available Beginning October 16
2:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Phone: 233-71387

many major facilitics on the island.

Units Size
2-bedrooms
3-bedrooms
4-bedrooms

from lender.

MARYLOU S. ADA
Executive Director
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The Nonhcm Mananas Housmg Corpomuon (NMHC) Board of Dlrcclors through llS
Chairman, Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, is forming the public that it will be EXTENDING THE
ACCEPTANCE of applications for the single-family residential houses at the Sugar King
Part 11 Subdivision to 10;:00 a.m. on Friday, Qctober 29, 1999. Applications are avail-

able at the NMHC Office in Garapan, Saipan between regular business hours.

Priority will be given to couples or heads of households with dependent(s) who are in dire
need of a residential housing units and who are first-time homeowners.

The house range is size between two-three-, and four-bedrooms. A family composing of a
minimum of onc (1) member may purchase a 2-bedroom house; a family composing a
minimum of two (2) members may purchase a 3-bedroom house; and a family composing
aminimum of three (3) members may purchase a 4-bedroom house. Conveniently located
at the central part of Saipan, the Sugar King I Subdivision is only a shorn drive from

There are 38 units available for sale, as follows:

Number Available

Potential homeowners may use personal funds to purchase the houses or obtain financing

Interested individuals are urged to contact the Mortgage and Credit Division at the NMHC
Office at 234-7689/7670/6866/9447, for more information.

“NMHC is an equa! employment and fair housing public agency”
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One of her neighbors was less
sanguine,

“We are deeply involved in the
nuclear industry here,” said
Hiroko Gocho, a pharmacist who
was working about a half mile
from the processing plant when
the radiation leaked. “We trusted
them, and they betrayed our trust.”

Toeven the most casual visitor,
it’s clear Tokaimura is a poster
town for Japan’s nuclear power
program.

The country’s first commercial
nuclear reactor, Tokai, was com-
pleted here in 1966. That reactor
was decommissioned last year
because it was deemed too costly
to operate.

The Tokai Il reactor has been in
operation since 1978. Both reac-
tors are only about a 15-minute
drive fromthe center of town, and
adozenotherrelated facilities for

W/thout any protective gears, workers relay sandbags for plle-

processing, handling or studying
nuclear materials line the coast to
the east and the town’s western
outskirts.

Outside town hall a two-story-
tall sign declares: “We oppose
nuclear weapons; We promote the
peaceful use of nuclear power.”
The two main roads running
through the center of town are
Nuclear Research Street and
Nuclear Power Street.

Few townspeople openly op-
pose nuclear power.

About a third of the work force
isemployed by the nuclear indus-
try, and all benefit from the huge
share of tax money the plantscon-
tribute to'the town’s coffers.

And officials always stressed
their concern for safety. In case of
emergency, special intercoms are
installed in 10,000 homes in the
area and public address systems
sit atop utility poles in 66 loca-
tions.

But even when the warnings
were broadcast two hours after
the radiation leak Sept. 30, few
thought the trouble could be com-
ing from the uranium processing
plant.

“Weassumed it was acrosstown
at a reactor,” Gocho said. “We
had noideathey were doing some-
thing so dangerous at the plant. It
looks more like just a little work-
shop.”

A short walk from town hall,
the processing plant is surrounded
by a low fence and trees, and
ringed by small farms and mom-
and-pop shops.

On the outside, little has
changed since the accident, al-
though police officers now stand
around its perimeter.

Inside, however, the dangers
remain.

JCO, the private company that
operates the plant, says it is cau-
tiously allowing workers backinto
the area of the complex where the
accident occurred.

“Now you can walk around in-
side the plant in most places,”
said spokesman AkiraIwata. “But
we are still considering what todo
with that section. You can’t go in
there.”

JCO, in fact, has no idea what
will be done with the nondescript,

concrete bu1ldmg where the leak

uranium-processing plant facility in Tokaimura, northeast of

Japan’s worst nuclear accident.

to sto radiation leakage outside th JCO
-Saturday evening two days after the

occurred.

“We can't make any decision
on our own,” [wata said. “We are
consulting with the Science and
Technology Agency.”

Officials say much of the
cleanup problem stems from the
fact that as a processing plant - as
opposed to a nuclear reactor - the
facility wasnot designed tohandle
a nuclear chain reaction.

And, company officials admit,
itnever would have happened had
even a modicum of safety proce-
dures been observed.

JCO officials say the accident
happened something like this:

To speed up their work, work-
ers used a stainless steel bucket to
mix a uranium compound with
nitric acid, bypassing a system of
mechanized tanks. JCO admits
that was not unusual. But this
time, the workers used 6.5 times
more uranium than the safe limit,
and were mixing uranium of an
unusually high grade.

The first bursts of radiation were
detected outside the plant at about
10:35 a.m., and a few hours later
the uranium mix went critical.
The chain reaction continued for
more than 17 hours.

Residents got their first warn-
ing about two hours after the ini-
tial burst. That night, everyone
within 6 miles of the plant was
advised to stay indoors.

Experts now say that after the
initial leak, radiation levels in the
area probably returned to normal
quickly. Unlike at Chernobyl,
there was no explosion and no
radioactive material escaped the
building.

Evenso, theramifications spread.

Police are investigating whether
the negligence was part of a sys-
tematic and illegal attempt by-JCO
management tocut costs. The gov-
ernment is preparing to revoke its
operatinglicense, and setnew stan-
dards for the six other processing
facilities still in operation.

Furtherdelays are likely, experts
say, despite the government’s vow
to push ahead with plans to build
more reactors to produce electric-
ity. Already, officialssay the Fugen
reactor west of Tokyo may be shut
down because without the
Tokaimurafacility there isno place
to store its spent fuel.

=

AP

R

[N o

MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1999 MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS'AND VIEWS-15 -

Japan seeks

HACHIJO ISLAND, Japan
(AP) — Cows doze under-
neath a row of shiny white
windmills. Tucked away in a
nearby jungle, flowers grow
in greenhouses heated by a
volcano’s geothermal energy.

The look of Japan’s energy
future?

Hardly, experts say. Al-
though there are a few pock-
ets of experimental projects,
like this remote island south-
east of Tokyo, nuclear energy
will likely remain a major part

r o o -

of any solution to resource-
poor Japan’s power problems.

Nuclear power accounts for
roughly 35 percent of Japan’s
energy. That is behind France,
which has about a 78 percent
reliance on nuclear power, but
well ahead of the United
States’ 20 percent.

Over the next 10 years,
Japan’'s government plans to
boost the nuclear share to more
than 40 percent by bringing
new reactors online.

To further reduce depen-

Thailand
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)
— Five convicts were executed
in one day this week at
Bangkok’s Bang Kwang maxi-
mum security prison, Thai
newspapers reported Saturday.

The five executions, carried
out Friday, marked the highest
number of executions in a
single day at the prison, the
newspapers Matichon and
Khao Sod reported.

All of the executed men were
convicted of first-degree mur-
der and had not sought pardons
from King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, who can commute
sentences.

Prison authorities could not
be reached for comment Satur-

executes 5

_ Executions are carried out by

" Thailand’s Interior Ministry

day.

The number of convicts ex-
ecuted at Bang Kwang - the
only Thai prison where ex-
ecutions take place - has
reached 13 this year, compared
to just two for all of last year.

machine gun.

The death penalty was rein-
stated in Thailand in 1996 af-
ter a nine-year hiatus, much to
the dismay of human rights
advocates.

Earlier . this year,

proposed changing the
method of execution to le-
thal injection, but no change
has been made.

Visitors are briefed underneath windmills at a farm on Hachijo Island,
southeast of Tokyo Wednesday. The officials initiated their “Eco Island”
program years ago, hoping to turn the remote island’s incessant winds
and twin volcanoes into natural generators of clean and safe energy,
though nuclear power accounts for about 35 percent of Japan's energy.
AP

LOUIS VUITTON

MALLETIER A PARIS

MAISON FONDEE EN 1854

Louis Vuitton Malletier established our first store on Saipan in .1988.
As part of LVMH, the largest retail group in the world, we have established ourselves as the
premier high end luxury goods retailer with an exclusive network of over 250+ stores.

We are seeking to fill the following positions:

Part-Time SALES ASSOCIATES
Full-Time SALES ASSOCIATES

dence on imported oil, Japan
also has been developing re-
actors fueled by plutonium, a
highly radioactive element
that can be used to make
nuclear weapons.

For those hoping to find
ways to pull Japan away from
its decades-old commitment to
nuclearenergy, Hachijo Island
is something of a cause cele-
bre.

Power companies say the
reason is cost.

Generating electricity from
wind, for example, costs from
two to three times as much as
producing it with nuclear re-
actors, the Agency of Natural
Resources and Energy says.

Opponents of nuclear power
say safety, not cost, should be
the primary issue.

“It’s time to make a politi-
cal decision to convert from
nuclear to natural energy,”
said Sanae Shida of
Greenpeace Japan. '

There is relatively little
pressure on the government to
make such a decision, how-
ever. Japan has never had a
very powerful environmental
movement.

“The share of energy gener-
ated by alternative sources is
virtually zero,” said Yoshimi

. Hitosugi of Tokyo Electric Co.

In our never ending pursuit of excellence, we settle for only the best! If you share our vision in excellence and
would like to join our team on Saipan, we invite you to submit your resume/apply in person to:

Louis Vuitton Saipan, Inc.

DFS Galleria, Garapan
Fax #: (670) 233-0638

We offer an attractive compensation package, company paid health insurance, and a 401 (K) savings plan.
We do not discriminate based on race/religion/gender/disability/veteran status/age.
All resumes/ applications will be handled in the strictest of confidence.

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
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TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) —
China should push through
democratic reforms using Tai-
wan as a model so the two can
move closer to reunification,
Taiwan's president said in the
text of a National Day speech
released Saturday, the eve of
the holiday.

President Lee Teng-hui’s
comments about China were
the strongest and most exten-
sive since a devastating earth-
quake ripped open Taiwan last
month, killing more than 2,200
people and demolishing thou-

EAN e T B A T N
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sands of homes.

Since the disaster, Lee has
focused on rescue and rebuild-
ing efforts, and has been re-
luctant to discuss Taiwan’s
most recent feud with Beijing
- a feud the outspoken Tai-
wanese leader sparked three
months ago. '

Lee infuriated Chinain July
by insisting that the two sides
negotiate their differences as
equal states, not as a local
government in Taipei answer-
ing to amore powerful regime
in Beijing.

e A Npa

China immediately rejected

Lee’s new take on relations, ,

accusing him of trying to
move Taiwan toward formal
independence. Since the two
sides splitin 1949 amid a civil
war, Beijing has threatened to
invade the island if it tries to
break away for good. The
threats became louder after
Lee’s July statement, with
China holding mock invasions
of Taiwan.

But the Taiwanese leader
has refused to cave in to
Beijing’s pressure, accerding
to the text of his speech re-
leased to the media.

“We deem the relationship
between the two sides to be a
special state-to-state relation-
ship, which is a historical and
legal fact,” Lee said, repeat-
ing his new stance.

The Taiwanese leader also
repeated his government’s
policy to gradually reunify
with the mainland once it be-

comes more democratic. Once
a repressive, authoritarian
government much like that
which rules China, Taiwan has
evolved into a democracy that
allows opposition parties and
a free press.

“On Taiwan, we have cre-
ated a democracy unprec-
edented in Chinese history, a
model for the Chinese main-
land on its way toward mod-
ernization,” said Lee, who
won Taiwan’s first direct
presidential election in 1996.

Sunday was supposed to be
a day of folk dancing, color-
ful parades and martial arts
displays watched by thousands
celebrating “Double 10” Na-
tional Day, named for the Oct.
10, 1911 revolution overthrew
China’slast dynasty, the Qing,
and founded the Republic of
China.

But the festivities were
called off after the massive
earthquake hit central Taiwan

n backs China reforms

on Sept. 21.

About 300 people tried to
gather Saturday night outside
the presidential office, the tra-
ditional venue for National
Day celebrations, protesting
lax regulations they said al-
lowed contractors to build
shoddy housing destroyed in
the quake. Hundreds of police
formed a human wall and
blocked the protesters, who
had planned to camp over-
night.

This was the second holiday
marred by the earthquake. Just
days afterward, Taiwanese were
to celebrate the AutumMoon
Festival, a day of feasting with
family much like Thanksgiving
Day in the United States. Most
families canceled or scaled back
their gatherings.

China celebrates National
Day on Oct. 1, the day the com-
munists took over the mainland
in 1949, and renamed it the
People’s Republic of China.
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U.S. Marines board a Naval helicopter at the airport in Dili, East Timor Saturday to fly out to their base on
the USS Belleau Wood. The U.S. military is providing heavy lifting with helicopters, and logistical and
technical support to the international peacekeeping operation in East Timor. AP

US deploys Timor choppers

DILI, East Timor (AP) —
The United States deployed
helicopters and support per-
sonnel to bolster international
troops in East Timor on Sat-
urday, while the force’s com-
mander announced a plan to
secure peace in the shattered
territory.

Australian Maj. Gen. Peter
Cosgrove said his strategy
calls for the disarmament of
both pro-Indonesia and pro-
independence fighters - seen
as a crucial step in rebuilding
East Timor and the safety of
its traumatized population.

A U.N. spokesman, mean-
while, said Indonesian au-
thorities still could not guar-
antee humanitarian groups
safe access to about 200 refu-

Peter Cosgrove

national relief organizations.
“This crisis demands an im-
mediate response,” Koh said.
The Indonesian military and
its militia allies devastated
much of East Timor after its

About 120 U.S. Army com-
munications specialists and
two dozen experts in “civil-
military affairs” arrived to
coordinate activities between
peacekeepers, the United Na-
tions and private agencies pro-
viding humanitarian assis-
tance.

The Clinton administration
has provided about 300 troops
to help with logistical and in-
telligence-gathering activi-
ties. But administration offi-
cials have stressed repeatedly
that they will not send combat
troops.

Belo says East Timor
refugees must return

DILI, East Timor (Reuters) -
East Timor’s spiritual leader,
Bishop Carlos Belo, called on
Sunday for further international
pressure on the Indonesian gov-
ernment to allow refugees back
into the shattered territory.

“Put more pressure on...your
government, the United States,
the European Union, to press
the Indonesian government to
allow these people to come
back,” Belo told reporters in
Dili.

The United Nations estimates
that more than 260,000 East
Timorese - 30 percent of the
population - fled in terror or
were forced out of the territory
in September’s violence.

“It is bad, they are living far
from their country and they are
like refugees, like foreigners on
that land and they do not have
anything and they are threat-
ened by Indonesians, by mili-
tia,” said Belo, the co-winner of
the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize.

Belo was speaking after hold-
ing a 6 a.m. mass for about 500
people in the garden of his gut-
ted house on Dili’s seafront on
Sunday morning.

Pro-Jakarta militia, with the
backing of elements of the In-
donesian army, were respon-
sible for most of the violence
that followed the announcement
that almost 80 percent of East
Timorese had voted for inde-
pendence.

The head of the international
forces in East Timor, Major-
General Peter Cosgrove, called
on the militia on Saturday to
participate in talks about recon-
ciliation and the future of the
territory.

Carlos Belo

Belo was asked if militia
should be allowed to participate
inany future government in East
Timor.

“If until now they didn’t kill,
they didn’tsteal, they didn’t beat,
they didn’t commit crimes, they
can participate. But the others,
justice should be done first and
then they can participate,” he
said.

Belo, in his sermon, asked
people to return to their homes,
but he appealed to them to re-
spect the property of others.

“I hope that all of them go
back to their houses, to their
villages and respect the prop-
erty of others, not steal, not loot
theirthingsand to clean the city,”
he said.

He also said he hoped to soon
begin lessons in Portuguese for
children.

Speaking Portuguese, the lan-
guage of East Timor’s former
colonial power, became a sym-
bol of resistance during almost
24 years of Indonesian rule.

“I invited children to register
because maybe this week we can
begin some lessons in Portu-
guese language,” he said.

’

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

Food and Nutrition Council

population voted on Aug. 30
to break away from Indone-
sia. They killed many people,
and drove hundreds of thou-
sands from their homes. A

h Over 300 demonstrators cheer in front of the Presidential Building in
protest to the government's reaction to last month’s earthquake,
Saturday in Taipei. Many protesters were demanding that the govern-
ment intensify its investigation of shoddy construction in light of the
September 21 quake. AP
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gee camps along the East-
West Timor border. The
camps are controlled by mili-
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‘ ( it return to East Timor. ing force entered the territory gives notice that the regular meeting of the Food and Nutrition Council will be held
? | z ‘% Michel Barton said the on Sept. 20. onWednesday, October 13,1999, at 1:30 p.m. at the C.E. Room of Department of Public
; > world body was raising Indo- The plan Cosgrove outlined Health.
i1 ?hlﬁﬁlwg%%% Uzbekistan, Pola nesian estimates that 260,000  Saturday - aimed atending the
and Vietnam. East Timorese - outof apopu-  violence and rebuilding East AGENDA

Description:

Qualifications:

related field is preferred.

Technical Requirements:

has an immediate opening for

SYSTEMS SUPPORT SPECIALIST

Within SAIPANCELL Management Information Systems Group, you will
be working to facilitate the support of our internal information systems.
Primary responsibilities include internal systems support, billing process
administration, and local area network integration.

Must have a working knowledge of information technology: Interest and
experience in the business processes and systems. You must be open to new
ideas with good verbal and written communication skills. It is essential that you
areable to work both indel}{)endently and in a team. A bachelors degree in MIS or

ecent Graduates are encouraged to apply.

Basic knowledge and administration skills in Unix and Windows NT is
desirable. Must be familiar with Database Desi
data mining or data warehousing is a plus. Working knowledge in at least
one of the following: Visual Basic, Crystal Report Writer, MSFoxPro

Interested candidates may send resume via mail or email.
Office address: GUAM CELL Communications

219 S Marine Drive, Ste 206

Tamuning, Guam 96911

Email Address: ccalugay@guamcell.net (email address for this position only)
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PHNOM PENH, Cambodia
(AP) — An opposition member
of Cambodia’s parliament who
had been abducted by unidenti-
fied men was freed Saturday
night, police and party mem-
bers said.

Lon Phon of the Sam Rainsy
Party was unharmed, they said.

On Wednesday evening, four
armed men wearing military uni-
forms had seized Lon Phon as he
stood outside his central Phnom

Kidnapped Cambodian MP freed

Penh home. They forced him into
an unmarked car.

Humanrights groups and party
members expressed fears that the
kidnapping was a politically mo-
tivated detention. The Sam Rainsy
party has organized several high-
profile political rallies in recent
months, marching on parliament
to protest alleged land grabs by
the military and Prime Minister
HunSen’srejection of a proposed
U.N.-run genocide tribunal for

Khmer Rouge leaders.

But police said the kidnapping
was a strictly a criminal matter,
Earlier, they pointed to Lon
Phon’s profession - a successful
hotel owner - as a possible mo-
tive.

Dozens of wealthy business-
men have been kidnapped for
ransom in Cambodia in recent
years, often in cases involving
corrupt members of the army
and police.

tiamen said to be terrorizing

lation of 850,000 - had fled
into West Timor, which re-
mains under Indonesian con-
trol.

The refugees are starving

" and terrorized, said Harold

Koh, U.S. assistant secretary
of state for democracy, hu-
man rights and labor, after a
five-day tour of adozen camps
in both West and East Timor.

“At one camp we learned
that up to five people would
disappear in a day without
explanation,” he said Satur-
day in Jakarta. “The situation
that has been created in West
Timor by the militias acting
in collusion with parts of the
(Indonesian military) has
reached a crisis point.”

The approaching rainy sea-
son means the situation is
likely to worsen, he said, call-
ing on the Indonesian govern-
ment to cooperate with inter-

Timor as an independent coun-
try - involves disarmament,
reconciliation between citi-
zens who are for and against
independence, and building a
national government and in-
frastructure in East Timor.

Falintil guerrillas, who have
fought for independence from
Indonesiasince itinvaded East
Timorin 1974, have agreed to
disarm gradually, he said. So
far there has been no response
from militia leaders.

Brig. Gen. John Castellaw
of the U.S. Marine Corps said
four C-53 Sea Stallion heli-
copters, based on the USS
Belleau Wood anchored off
Dili, will be available to the
multinational force starting
Sunday or Monday.

The huge choppers will pro-
vide the heavy lift that the
force - now at 6,500 troops -
had lacked.

Preliminary Matters
Call to Order

Chairman’s Report
Old Business
Public Health)

New Business

Adjournment

Roll Call and Determination of Quorum

Adoptions of Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 11th
Wednesday, September 8th

Staff Report on Council’s Progress Report
“The Ethics Act” Office of Public Auditor Presentation

/s/Pamela Mathis, Chairwoman

Statistical Report on Betel Nut Abuse (Mrs. Linda Randall & Department of

Subcommittees fill in calendar for Weekly Television Health Reports

Date: October 8, 1599
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DES MOINES, lowa (AP) —
AlGore and Bill Bradley tangled
over their political loyalties Sat-
urday in a rare showdown of
Democratic presidential candi-
dates, with the vice president
suggesting his rival abandoned
the party in its darkest hours.

Gore used his speech to con-
front Bradley directly with his
challenge to debate weekly.

“What about it, Bill?” said
Gore, moving from behind the
lectern to gesture to the former
New Jersey senator sitting in
the audience. Bradley merely
smiled in return.

Bradley, speaking before
Gore, warned that voters are
demanding that politicians stick
to the high road.

“It takes discipline to be posi-
tive,” he said.

Bradley’s speech was an ear-
nest, serious look at the future
of the Demcratic Party, while
Gore abandoned the lectern to
wander the stage, gesturing en-
ergetically during a more pas-
sionate speech.

Gore questioned Bradley’s
commitment to core Democratic
issues, and Bradley suggested
that the vice president resorted
to attacks because he lacked vi-
sion.

“To the extent that someone is
confident in their own vision of
the future, they don’t need to
resort to the darts,” Bradley said.
“I think I can talk about the
future in a way that’s compel-
ling enough.

In his speech, Bradley ac-
knowledged Gore’s challenge to
debate without committing to
any timetable.

“It’s a great pleasure to be
with you on the same platform
for the first time,” Bradley told
the vice president.

The appearance at the annual
Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner

Bradley clash at dinner

simply not going to deal with

Democratic presidential hopefuls Vlce Pres:dent Al Gore and former Sen. BI” Bradley meet on the floor of
an lowa Democratic Party event in Des Moines, lowa Saturday.

was the candidates’ first joint -

meeting since Gore uprooted
his campaign to Tennessee to
counter Bradley’s surge in polls.
Since then, Gore has sought a
scrappier, homespunimage and
he is more directly confronting
Bradley.

The two sat in separate sec-
tions of a large hall where the
fund-raiser was held, but both
worked the room and met
briefly, shaking hands and ex-
changing greetings.

“Idid not walk away from the
fight when (former Speaker)
Newt Gingrich took over the

may be the longest shot of my
life;” former basketball star Bill
Bradley writes to prospective
contributors. “ButT've had some
experience making long.shots,
and T know that thisone is within

your help.”

mg Bradley that help S0 many,

WASHINGTON(AP)“This  last three months, 0 $6.5 mil-

my abilities - as Iong as I have :

Thousands of people are glv- S

in fact, that he i3 ralsmg $4 for'
every $1 he. spends on direct

i pmgs of prtvxiege Voters see-
m'_azl'm hlS bxd for the_uDemo— S :

lion for Gore, and has found
more than 25,000 people willing
to give to his campaign for the
ﬁrst time. .

Contributors respondedto let-_
ters like this one from Bradley,‘
-which mciuded 3 vexlcd*refer—‘
ence to Gore: ,
. “Toffera Jife expc ence‘ at
rcaches well beyond the corri-
-dors of Washington and the trap-

Congress. I did not walk away
from the fight when
Reaganomics was put up for a
vote on the floor. I did not walk
away from the fight when farm-
ers needed farm credit,” Gore
said at a news conference, im-
plying that Bradley turned away
from Democrats every time.

“I've never turned my back
on the Democratic Party,” the
vice president said.

Bradley left the Senate in
1996, two years after Republi-
cans won control of Congress.

Gore also reminded Iowans
that Bradley had voted against

AP

popular ethanol subsidies and
other farm issues important to
the states’ with the first presi-
dential caucuses.

Asked if he were calling Bra-
dley a quitter, Gore demurred.

“That’s not a word I'd use to
describe him,” he said. “Others
have.”

Bradley rejected any sugges-
tions of disloyalty.

“I’ve always been a Demo-
crat since I cast my first vote in
1964,” said Bradley, who has
suggested that Gore's centrist
politics undermine his claim to
the Democratic mantle. “I am

the darts that are being thrown.”

While Gore has the backing
of much of the party’s estab-
lishment, especially in Iowa,
the race has tightened and got-
ten new attention. A poll last
week showed Bradley within a
dozen points of Gore in Iowa.

Gore was taking advantage
of his institutional support at
every turn as he prepared for
Saturday’s event. The hall
where the two will speak was
turned into a sea of Gore cam-
paign signs, drawing a chuckle
from Bradley, a former profes-
sional basketball star with the
New York Knicks.

“It’s going to be a little bit
like going into Boston Garden
in the seventh game,” said Bra-
dley. “You neveér know, you
could turn around some of the
Boston fans.”

While his poll standings have
improved, Bradley worked hard
to play down expectations for
his performance

“There is no question we are
up against entrenched power,”
said Bradley. “Idon’thave high
expectations. We have to do
OK.” '

The candidates were relish-
ing a competitive race they said
will serve the eventual nomi-
nee well against the GOP.

“There’s a real opportunity
for us, whichever one of us

" emerges from the primary to be

stronger because of the compe-
tition,” Bradley said.

Both candidates walked
Democratic precincts before
their addresses, adding a grass-
roots touch to their campaigns.

“Um, who are you?” 7-year-
old Robert Buell asked, tap-
ping Gore on the leg. :

“I'm Vice President Al Gore,”
the vice president said with a
laugh. “Who are you?”

Tipper asks for labor support

L.OS ANGELES (AP) — Tipper
Gore made an impassioned plea
Saturday for organized labor to
“stand with Al,” asbackroom wran-
gling continued overanearly AFL-
CIOendorsement of herhusband’s
presidential bid.

“Please stand with Al and fight
for the change that will give our
children and our grandchildren the
America equal to our best possi-
bilities and the highest ideals in
each of our hearts,” the vice
president’s wife asked several thou-
sand workers rallying in advance
of the AFL-CIO convention that
opens here Monday.

AFL-CIO president John
Sweeney told affiliated union presi-
dents privately Friday that his pri-
ority at the convention is to give
Gorethe federation’searly endorse-
ment, several labor officials said.

Anendorsementnow would give
Gore thousands of grass-roots
mobilizers to help beat back the
increasingly strong challenge by
former Sen. Bill Bradley for the
Democratic nomination.

Gerald McEntee, chairman of

will

Al” at the annual convention of the A

Tlpﬁer Gore makeS'an /mpassmned plea for orannlzed Iabor to “stand

L-CIO to support the

Democratic presidential bid of her husband Vice President Al Gore

Saturday in Los Angeles.

thelaborfederation’s political com-
mittee and chief advocate of an
early Gore endorsement, said Sat-
urday he is confident he has the
votes to prevail even though some
union presidents would rather not
rush ahead before their members
have had a chance to study the

AP

candidates’ records.

“Thisisthetime, thisisthe place,”
McEntee said inaninterview. With
all the high-profile speculation
about the strength of Gore’s cam-
paign, he said he did not want this
week’sconventiontoleave the vice
president empty-handed.

FORT DODGE, Iowa (AP)
— Bracing for a rival's on-
slaught, George W. Bush's
political team has produced
and tested a huge package of
potential campaign advertise-
ments - including several de-
signed to look like attack ads
he could face.

In focus groups conducted
by the Bush team, the simu-
lated attacks from wealthy
publisher Steve Forbes did not
hurt the Texas governor’s
standing when coupled with a
Bush ad responding to the
criticism, said knowledgeable
officials close to the Bush
campaign. The officials,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, outlined the extraor-
dinary efforts to prepare the
GOP front-runner for a multi-
million dollar ad blitz.

It is rare but not unprec-
edented for acampaign to pre-
pare attack ads againstits own
candidate.

Bush’s effort underscores
his team’s concerns that
Forbes could dip into his per-
sonal fortune to shave Bush's

lead in polls. It also reflects
the benefits of deep pockets:
Only Bush, who has shattered
fund-raising records, and
Forbes have the financial re-
sources to mount such a com-
prehensive ad campaign.

The Forbes and Bush cam-
paign are warily watching
each other’s ad strategies.
They are preparing for a joint
television blitz, expected to
begin in the next three to six
weeks, that will likely shape
the debate and affect the en-
tire eight-candidate GOP
field. Forbes ran negative ads
in 1996 against eventual nomi-
nee Bob Dole, who later said
the attacks softened him up
for the general election.

The Associated Press re-
ported last week that Bush
planned to spend up to $20
million in the early stages of
the 2000 primary season on
ads that reflect positively on
Bush’s record and political
philosophy. Forbes is ex-
pected to spend at least as
much on a mix of ads that will
include spots showing a “sharp

Republican presidential front-runner Texas Gov. George W. Bush
addresses a press conference before making a speech to the Florida
state GOP Victory 2000 convention in Orlando, Fla., Friday. AP
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contrast” between him and
Bush,

The positive Bush ads were
shown in battleground states
to small groups of Republican

voters who then were ques-

tioned for their reaction.
Mixed in with the Bush spots
were positive ads already aired
by Forbes and another rival,
Sen. John McCain of Arizona.

The package also included
several attack ads, made to
look like they were produced
by the Forbes campaign, and
at least one ad in which Bush
responds to negative attacks.
The faux Forbes ads attacked
Bush on a number of issues,
including taxes, education and
spending.

None of the mock negative

ads included McCain, a signal
that Bush believes the senator
will keep his promise to run a
positive campaign.

Shown together, the pack-
age gave Bush’s team insight
into how average Americans
respond to a mock ad cam-
paign. In most cases, the last

- ads shown to focus groups

were the ads attacking Bush.

The focus groups were en-
couraging, said Bush officials
who shared the results - in-
cluding specific figures - on
condition that the details not
be made public.

In South Carolina, the at-
tacks chipped into Bush’s
favorability rating, but he re-
covered all his lost support
after voters saw the response
ad.In New Hampshire, his rat-
ings dipped again after the at-
tack but rose slightly higher
than the initial results once
voters saw the response ad:

Iowa voters actually gave
Bush a better approval rating
after the attack ads, and the
figure rose higher after the
response spot. Bush’s team
believes Iowans harbor hard
feelings over Forbes’ 1996 ad
campaign.

Forbes’ campaign officials
doubt the credibility of results
provided by the Bush team,
and said the governor’s effort
proves that Forbes is a force to
be reckoned with.

“The fact that they’re focus
grouping Forbes ads indicates
that we are clearly on their
minds,” campaign manager
Bill Dal Col said. “In light of
his recent and sudden moves
to the left, itis very enlighten-
ing that they would be doing
these ads.”

Forbes hopes to emerge as the
conservative alternative to Bush,
who is reaching out to moder-
ates while trying to appease the
right wing of his party.

. Preliminary Matters
A. Callto Order
B. Roll Call
C.  Adoption of Agenda
D.  Adoption of Méj

II.  Old Business

1. Letter from the

III.  New Business

B. Council Budget - Proposal

IV.  Misc./Announcements

V. Adjournment

/s/Regina Torres-Ramsey

Chairperson, MHPC

Wental Health ?lanning Councit

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt.
Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the CNIMI - Mental Health I’Iannm;, Coun-
cil, hereby give notice that the FY 2000, first regular meeting of the Council
will be held on October 14, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. at the AT Center conference
room, Capitol Hill Government House #1310, on Saipan.

The following items are on the agenda, for the above referenced meeting:

nutes (9/9/99)

A. By Laws - Report from the Committee Chairperson
B.  State Plan/Grant Apgllcahon
hairperson
2. CMHS FY 2000 Block Grant Review Meeting
C.  Incorporation - Report on Pros and Cons

A. Financial Statements - Reminder

C. Public Awareness Month for DMHSS

All interested person are welcome to attend and to submit written and oral
comments on the above agenda items.
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Clinton to US Senate:

‘Confirm judge nominee

CHICAGO (AP) — President
Clinton accused the Republican-
led Senate of ignoring minority
nominees to the federal bench for
partisan gain, and told Hispanic
leaders Saturday that America
increasingly will “look like you.”

In a speech summing up the
progress and problems of
America’s fastest-growing mi-
nority group, Clinton said his
administration has exceeded all
others in appointing Hispanic
judges.

But he said too many nominees

are languishing in the Senate,
waiting for approval,among them
Richard Paez, the first Mexican-
American to serve as a federal

judge in Los Angeles. Clinton
nominated Paez to the federal
appeals court more than three
years ago.

“I am deeply dissatisfied with
the Senate’s partisan handling of
some of my minority nominees,”
Clinton said at the annual meet-
ing of the national Hispanic Lead-
ership Conference.

He repeated some of the strong
language he used earlier in the
week to denounce the Republi-
can-led Senate for rejecting the
nomination of Ronnie White, a
black judge who had earlier won
GOP endorsements. The nomina-
tion wentdown on a straight party
line vote.

“Itwasadisgrace,” Clinton said
bitterly.

“The Senate's treatment of
Judge White, and its failure to

Transport

b111 81gned

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Clinton signed a $50 billion
transportation bill into law Satur-
day, a wide-ranging measure
funding transit and infrastructure
projects, Amtrak and the Coast
Guard. 3

The bill, for the fiscal year that
began Oct. 1, includes $26.7 bil-
lion for highways, a 10 percent
increase from last year, and $5.8
billion for mass transit programs.

“We believe these funding lev-
els will allow us to make the sub-
stantial improvements in infra-
structure and mass transit that are
necessary,” White House spokes-
man Jake Siewert said.

It also provides $571 million
for Amtrak, including funds for a
five-year plan to get the national
passengerrailroad operating self-
sufficiently and eliminate the need
for year-to-year subsidies.

Itcontains all the money Clinton
requested for Coast Guard oper-
ating expenses, $2.8 billion, in-
cluding search and rescue opera-
tions and increased spending for
law enforcement and drug inter-
diction.

And it extends for one year a
restraint on the government’s use
of new automobile fuel efficiency
standards.

vote on the outstanding Hispanic

nominees that are pending, cre-
atesareal doubt about the Senate’s
ability to fairly perform its consti-
tutional duties to advise and con-
serXClinton said.

A spaResman for Sen. John

Ashcroft, R-Mo., who led op-
position to the nomination, said
White’s record on crime - not
his race - was the reason for the

defeat.
“Bill Clinton’s manipulation
of race for political purposes is

low demagoguery. It is bad for
the country,” Steve Hilton said
Saturday.

Hilton also said Clinton
should work with the Senate
leadership, rather than denounc-
ing it, but “certainly should not
send up soft-on-crime nomina-
tions like the White nomina-
tion.”

The Chicago speech was
Clinton’s last on a three-day
trip that began with addresses
to labor and gay groups in New

Pres:dent Cllnton sits with Rey Gonzalez (r/ght) before speak/ng atthe H/span/c Leadershlp Conference in
Chicago, Saturday. Clinton challenged the Senate to act on his nominations of Hispanics to federal
Jjudgeships, and said partisanship is hindering the progress of minorities in the judiciary. AP

York on Thursday. In those
speeches, and in addresses in
Canada on Friday, Clinton
struck the same chord again and
again: “The oldest fear of the
human heart,” he says, “is the
fear of people who are different
from us.”

To warm applause, Clinton
said Saturday that Hispanics are
moving quickly “into the main-
stream of American life.”

The national Hispanic popu-
lation of 31 million is expected

)

to overtake the non-Hispanic

" black population to become the

largest minority group by the
end of 2004.

Although Hispanics will be a
potent political force in the 2000
elections, Clinton did not made
a direct pitch for Democratic
candidates.

Instead, he recounted what he -

called the successes of the
Clinton-Gore administration.
He took at least partial credit
for such advances as a 4.8 per-
cent increase in the median
household income for Hispan-
ics last year. The overall na-
tional increase was 3.5 percent.

Yet too many Hispanic teen-
agers still drop out of high
school, and too many lack ad-
equate health coverage, he said.

Just 62 percent of Hispanic
adults ages 25 to 29 completed
high school compared with 87
percent of blacks and 93 per-
cent of whites, according to fed-
eral figures.

Hispanics themselves have
forged a powerful unity among
diverse members of their own
ethnic group, Clinton said. A
challenge for Hispanics, and for
the rest of America, is to further
such unity as America grows
more ethnically diverse, he said.

“I have always wanted an ad-
ministration that looks like
America,” Clinton said in clos-
ing. “You’ve heard that a dozen
times, I bet. More and more,
America will look like you.”
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Computers used to track gov't at-risk money

WASHINGTON(AP)—Treasury
Department officials say they’ve
moved to correct security problems
and other weaknesses that congres-
sional auditors found in computer
systems handling the govemment’s
financial transactions.

“Billions of dollars of payments
and collections are at significant
risk of loss or fraud, vast amounts
of sensitive data are at risk of
inappropriate disclosure, and criti-
cal computer-based operations are
vulnerable toserious disruptions,”
the General Accounting Office
said in a report this week.

Aspartof an annual review, the

GAO examined operations at the
seven main data processing cen-
ters of Treasury’s Financial Man-
agement Service from August
1998 to February 1999.

FMS spokeswoman Connie
Craig said the agency has made
significant improvements to its
computer systems since then,

“I believe that we’re in much
better shape than is reflected in
the report,” Craig said Friday. “It
isn’treflecting currentreality. We
have taken a lot of steps to correct
the weaknesses identified.”

The FMS acts as the
government’s accountant, dis-

burser and collections agency,
working withthe Federal Reserve
and about 11,000 financial insti-
tutions to carry out these duties.

In 1998, itoversaw $1.6trillion
in payments and $1.7 trillion in
collections, including Social Se-
curity and veterans checks, in-
come taxes and refunds, federal
employees’ salaries, customs du-
ties and fines.

The agency also keeps the bal-
ance sheets used by Congress and
the executive branch to make de-
cisions about the federal budget.

Among weaknesses the audi-
tors found at some or all of the

FMS’ main data centers:

» Inadequate security to control
physical entry to the premises of
data centers and the computer
equipment and tape libraries they
house.

» Lax control over user IDs and
passwords that allow access to
sensitive computer records.

» Outdated or inaccurate data.

The GAO said 14 of 20 major
problems identified in the previ-
ous year’'s audit had been cor-
rected, and that the FMS was
working on other improvements.
However, itsaid auditors had iden-
tified new problems.
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Mudsllde buries Mexico Vlllage

lowed when the earth opened,
then closed in over the school,
Francisco Diaz said.

Mothers who had come to pick
up their children that day also
disappeared into the earth.

At least 321 people have been
confirmed dead in a week of
flooding, which President Emesto

Zedillo called Mexico's worst di-
saster this decade.

In Mixun, rains kept most chil-
drenhome on Tuesday, buta visit
by a local school supervisor
boosted attendance the day of the
disaster. The supervisor also was
among those presumed dead.

In a matter of moments, nearly

all of the hamlet’s structures were
plunged into the earth - not cov-
ered from above as happens in a
mudslide. Survivors told of clouds
of sand and soil shooting into the
air as the structures collapsed.

Ava Maria Salvador, 48, ran
from her wooden home only to
fall into a waist-deep gorge.

Police sift through the remains of a school, in.the Totonac Indigenous
community of Mixun, Puebla, Mexico Saturday At least 17 people,

including a dozen school ch/ldren were buried when the rain-sodden
earth opened up and swallowed the Totonac Indian community of about

100 inhabitants.

MIXUN, Mexico (AP) — Mexi-
can troops dug cautiously into a
still-shifting hillside Saturday in
this mountain hamlet where at
least 17 people, including adozen
school children, were buried when
the rain-sodden earth opened up
and swallowed the Totonac In-
dian community.

The ground kept moving be-
neaththe search teams, three days
after something - no one can ex-
plain exactly what - destroyed
this village of roughly 100 people
in one of the most remote corners
of Mexico.

This was no normal mudslide.

Puebla state Police Cmdr. Jose
Lazaro said he suspects a cavern
may have existed below the vil-
lage, and the collapse may have
been sparked by weeks of heavy
rain and flooding throughout
southeastern Mexico.

Speaking through atranslator
in her Totonac Indian language,
70-year-old Ana Maria Luis de-
scribed with a sweep of her
wrinkled hand how her wooden
house was sucked in on itself.

“It went away swirling,” Luis
said in the nearby village of
Pantepec. “Myhouse disappeared
behind me. It was asif itexploded

AP

downward.”

Standing beside herataschool-
house shelter, her daughter-in-
law, Angela Francisco Vargas,
nursed her 1-year-old son
Macario and grew sad when she
mentioned her two other sons, 6-
year-old Jose and 4-year-old Luis.

Those two boys had been in
school, but nothing of the wood-
and-tar-paper structure could be
seen at the site where it stood
until Wednesday.

More than anything else, the
76 surviving residents of Mixun
are desperately trying to under-
stand the strange series of events.

“A man gathering firewood
in Mixun heard some strange
sounds,” Pantepec Assistant
Mayor Luis Francisco Diaz
said. “The leaves and grass were
rustling as the earth began to
move.”

Frightened, the man - Domingo
Salazar - ran past the school
screaming at the children to get
out, Francisco Diaz said the man
later told him. But only two or
three children left; the rest stayed
behind with their teacher, Taide
Lascano.

Suddenly, the 20-year-old
woman and her pupils were swal-

president’s Cabinet. ministers

- ;'conmessxoml eicctxon

LIMA, Peru (AP) —Ina quirk

of Peru’s legal code, all 15 of the
~the Cabingt- had to dissolve,

were forced to resxgn because :

But Joy Way’s move meant

Under the constitution, when a
prime minister quits, the entlre
jCabmet must also resxgn

Boat W1th Chmese mlgrants sinks

GUATEMALA CITY (AP) —
A boat filled with illegal Chinese
immigrants sank Saturday off the
Guatemalan coast. Five were
killed and 38 were rescued, au-
thorities said.

The shipwreck occurred in the
Pacific Ocean off Chiquimulia,
70 miles south of Guatemala City.
The boatsank during bad weather,
Guatemalan immigration spokes-

woman Sonia Ortiz said.

It was unclear where the boat
was coming from, but Ortiz said it
was believed the immigrants were
headed to Mexico and planned to
continue by land from there to the
United States. '

Two of those rescued were
treated for injuries.

Ortiz said the survivors would
be deported.

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

u::cn‘n.“
EALERA

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and style and rich graph-
ics.

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any miate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
Bl goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
Il boards or on transparencies on special pa-
BN per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
Bl above shelves, counters and merchandise

@ stands, can easily be produced by the tal-

ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign
System.

Full color digital print for back light in shops
window or special display in the outdoor,
such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
anteed to last for five to seven years in all
i weather conditions and stands heat tem-
B perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

at #\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.
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Japan stocks seen weaker

TOKYO (Reuters) — Japanese
stocks are expected to give up
some of the gains from their re-
cent winning run this week amid
worries that Wall Street stocks
may finally enter into a corrective
phase, traders said. Any tumble in
U.S. stocks would cause a knee-
jerk reactionin Tokyo, but traders

also said any losses here would
be limited due to investor confi-
dence that the government’s eco-
nomic stimulus measures would
help keep the economy from re-
turning to recession.

On Friday, the market’s barom-
eter Nikkei 225 average fin-
ished at 18,062.18, up 349.62

points, or 1.97 percent, from its
close a week earlier.

*“The market tone is going to be
softer throughout the week as
stocks have already gained
enough without a solid reason
that can justify the rally and down-
side risks of U.S. stocks are big,”
said Hiroshi Arano, director at

board, the Growth Enterprise

They said market liquidity
would be soaked up by the major
issues due this month, which

later in October. It is modelled
after the United States’ technol-
ogy-laced Nasdaq market as a
fund-raising avenue for young
high-growth firms.

The second board will have
lower entry requirements but
tougher disclosure rules.

Henry Law, a spokesman for
the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong
Ltd said the GEM was ready but
the official launch would depend
on the timing of the first GEM
company to be listed on the mar-
ket.

As of end-September, the ex-
change was processing seven ap-
plications for initial public offer-

ithad absorbed what Merrill Lynch

Among the major issues ex-
pected in the market soon include
China’s oil exploration and pro-

CNOOC Ltd, which will an-
nounce its flotation plan at a Mon-
day press conference, is expected
to raise up to US$2.5 billion in its
duallistingonNew YorkandHong
Kong bourses.

*“Toa certainextent, it will have
animpact on GEM,” said Andrew
Chiu, director of the investment
banking division of Core Pacific-
Yamaichi Capital Ltd. But the
impact would not be very big, he
added.

The Hong Kong government
plans to sell part of its large stock
portfolio later this year in the form
of unit trust. Financial Secretary
Donald Tsang will officiate the

tives said they expected the new

“I don’t expect to see much
impact on GEM as each GEM
company will have its niche earn-

“The issue is whether those
GEM companies can address the
market appetite and enhance the
market to realise and understand
where their growths are,” the di-
rector said.

The finance executives said that
being small insize and catering to
adifferent niche, companies hop-
ing to list on GEM were not ex-
pected to face much competition
for funds.

“GEM will attract monies
which are growth-oriented
and are willing to take risk,”
said Kelvin Tang, analyst at
ImPac Asset Management

(HK) Ltd.

Quaker Oats to pay $3.2M settlement

CHICAGO (AP)—QuakerOats
Co. has agreed topay $3.2 million
tosettle age discrimination claims
filed on behalf of sales staffers
who lost their jobs in 1994.

The federal Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission filed the
claims after finding “reasonable
cause” to believe the Chicago-
based company violated the Age

Discrimination in Employment
Act of 1967.

The settlement was announced
Friday. In it, the company admit-
ted no wrongdoing.

“Quaker Oats firmly believes it
did not discriminate against older
employees during its 1994 sales
force restructuring,” said Robert
S. Morrison, the company's chair-

man, president and chief execu-
tive.

Three hundred jobs were cut
during the restructuring.

Several private lawsuits have
been filed by people who lost jobs
in 1994, Morrison said. But he
said there has been no courtruling
that the company discriminated
against older employees.

Dai-Ichi Kangyo Asset Manage-
ment Co Ltd.

Arano said the Nikkei 225 av-
erage could retreat below 17,500
this week, but any dip would be
limited at 16,821, a closing low
marked on September 27 during
the stock average’s latest correc-
tive phase.

Traders said that even if the
Nikkei loses ground this week,
any fall below 18,000 would not
be very deep.

“If the Nikkei 225 sees more
corrective sales, bargain hunting
will kick in when it slips below
18,000,” said Hiroichi Nishi, a
deputy general manager at Nikko

get for the year to next March is
expected to be just over half that.

Meanwhile, banking shares are
likely to continue attracting in-
vestor attention.

Since Thursday, news of the
tie-up between Asahi Bank and
Tokai Bank has boosted the entire
banking sector on hopes it will
spark industry-wide
reorganisation, traders said.

OnFriday, SakuraBank bnefly
jumped more than seven percent
to 871, its highest price so far this
year, in the heaviest trade on the
Tokyo Stock Exchange.

Asahi Bank was up 41 yen, or
4.92 percent, to close at 875, after

Brokers of the Bombay Stock Exchange re/ease balloons to ce/ebrate
the Indian benchmark index, the sensex, shooting past the 5000 points

mark Friday.

AP
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Consulting firm KPMG,
which worked on the Web site,
smd n wouid made a “virtual”

shipped by accident along with
other items selected to weed out
the collection at Graceland, sold
Saturday for $1,725.

“It’sareal piece of Graceland,
not just some document,” Sue
Fergerstrom of Springfield,
Mo., said, laughing. “And when
he tries to contact me, I'll have
better reception.”

The three-day auction of thou-
sands of Presley’s belongings
at the MGM Grand Hotel lasts
until Sunday evening. It made
its $1.4 million fund-raising tar-
get Friday for a transitional
housing project for homeless

Elvis items auctloned

Officials will decide later how
to use the remaining money, he
said, and will probably giveitto
local.charities or use it to build
more exhibit space.

Bidders showed the greatest
interest in things The King used
and dwned, while documents -
like Presley’s first RCA con-
tract - produced dlsappomtmg
bids.

Otheritems at Saturday’s auc-
tion, all dating from the 1960s,
included a battery-operated
Hamilton wristwatch that
Presley owned, which went for
$36,875; arocking chair, which

targeting the Japanese viewer in

Market (GEM), will face liquid-  recently estimated could be about ~ issues to have little impact on promoting Guam as the destina-

ityand sentimentchallengesfrom  HK$60 billion (US$7.8 billion)of = GEM asthenew marketappeared tion of choice. )

a rush of large public offerings,  new equity in the last quarter of  totargetdifferent types of monies “The bureau and Guam's tour- Cuttlefish,

analysts said. 1999. which were willing to take risk. ism industry is blessed in having - '
an excellent creative team in Ja- Sorty it couldn’t

pan,” GVB General Manager
James Nelson said.

woulddampenthe market’sover-  ductionfirm CNOOCLtd,redchip  ingsgrowthstory,”said adirector “With competition in this mar- // DN
all sentiment in the near term. China Telecom (Hong Kong)and ~ at China Everbright Capital Ltd ket being fierce, we must con- RSN\ Friends?
GEMisexpectedtobelaunched  the Hong Kong government. who declined to be identified. tinue to create commercials that 7/} Skip
make the Japanese traveler choose

Guam.”
GVB recently completed its ad

cial projects.

work out. Love, Hope and
Happiness. No hard feelings.

)
e M/V Emerald a62’

"« 45 passenger vessel

* Recent U.S.C.G. inspection

- Twin 6-92 Detroit Diésels,

speen 18 knots
900 gallon Fuel

Prlced for qulck sale @ 90,000 or best offer

Call 322-5911 Leave message

Playboy m'an’sji'on‘ neighbors complaln

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hugh
Hefner’s neighbors say he has gone
from Playboy to bad boy and
they’ve had it with the traffic and
screeching cars.

Holmby Hills residents living
around the Playboy Mansion say
their street is clogged with cars
every time Hefner throws one of

hisnotoriously extravagant parties.
His mansion only has parking for
25.

“They come roaring down the
hill and screech their brakes and
stopand thenroaroff,” said Howard
Weinberger, 83.

A small group of neighbors has
been trying for two years to get the

city to add parking restrictions on
the weekends. Last week, they were
shutdownagain, butthe City Coun-
cil promised to look for a solution.

Bill Farley,aspokesman forPlay-
boy Enterprises International Inc.,
said, “If therestrictions goup, we’ll
live with them. We want to be a
good neighbor.”

2 BEDROOM

'FOR RENT

Very spactous 2 bedroom in one of the quietest areas of Saipan.

Located on the East Side of Capitol Hill with a nice ocean view

and cool breezes. Fully furnished, carpeted, with air-condition-
ing, free trash service, great water, typhoon shutters, garbage

disposal, laundry hookups and security lights. Room to BBQ,

good parking and close to markets and laundry facilities. Price
has been reduced from $800 to ONLY $650 PER MONTH

Call 234-7193 and ask Mike for viewing.

APART

ENT

Securities Co Ltd. briefly reaching 880, a high for Sing. or s —
One analyst said technical this year. Tokai Bank briefly rose families in Memphis, said David ~ went for $19,550; and a plain "
charts showed a strong trend line  to a year high of 864 before clos- Beckwith,aspokesmanforElvis  humidor with a brass plaque,
supporting the Nikkei 225 aver-  ing 40 yen, or 4.9 percent, higher Presley Enterprises. which went for $28,750.
age, although the marketcouldbe ~ at857. Otherevents in the market :
keen to fill a gap it left at around  this week include:
17,900. « Trading of Colowide Co Ltd Guam Cruz said Guam is not pro-
Supporting possible bargain-  shares to start on the over-the- ——— O y———r : " .. . co Uy . v1d;ng th; children with the right
huntine was the covemment's counter (OTC) market on uction items ifrom the archives of Graceland line the stage as bids are taken at the Elvis Presley Auction  Contin tools to be parents. Yet 80 per-
plan o% a large-scgle economic Wednesda)('. at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas, Saturday. AP tinued from page 4 cent of them will become par-
stimulus package. On Friday, » Six-month corporate earnings . Moreover, there are currently ~ ents before they reach adult-
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchior-  for Ito-Yokado Co Ltd due 0130 LAS VEGAS (AP) — The tobesold, but when organizers  to put it on the block anyway.  11,3600pen child supportcases  hood, he added. :
dered the govemment to prepare GM’I‘, Seven-ElevenJapanCoLtd re.lther ordinary-looking televi- of the Elvis Presley auction The King’s 8-f00t, Christmas that are being handled b}’ the Cruz said the judiciary will
a package worth more than 10  due 0200 GMT, and Denny’s Ja- sion antenna was never meant  found it backstage they decided  tree-shaped antenna, whichwas  family division of the Attorney ~ continue to take proactive
trillion yen by mid-November. pan Co Ltd due 0230 GMT on General’s Office. steps against crime and in .
Economic Planning Minister ~ Thursday. Family violence, Cruzsaid,is  tackling the tough issues that
= i Taichi Sakaiya said the package + Six-month corporate earnings a “tsunami” threatening to  family violence brings into the
Two of the first new models run on the test course during the world premiere of Suzuki Wagon R+ atthe  would likely come in below 11 for Daiei Inc due out 0430 GMT sweep over the island. courts.
Japanese carmaker’s factory in Esztergom, Hungary. The unvelllnﬂmarked the start of the test production.  illion yen, and direct fiscal  and FamilyMart CoLtd due 0530
| The Wagon R+ is the result of a joint development of Suzuki and US carmaker General Motors. AP spending ina supplementarybud-  GMT on Friday. .
! _ GVB agency selection for the Japan
| GEM market facing challenges oy e
| . satsu-DK will continue
) S g g Continued from page 4 GVB’s advertising and public re-
HONGKONG (Reuters)—The  ings to be listed on GEM. launch of a marketing campaign GVB had previously received ~ lations activities in Japan while
Hong Kong stock exchange’s Analysts said the entire stock  on Monday. ACC Awards in 1993, 1996, and  the Nambokusha agency will fo-
soon-to-be-launched second  marketwouldremainsubdueduntil But corporate finance execu- 1997 for television commercials ~ Cus on sales promotions and spe- —

s
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‘ . . 5 Take-out 40 Large bird
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01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per 01 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Sal- . short er S|
Employment Wanted hour ary:$3.06-4.60 per hour Earn Quick CASH! 12 Al he — Dreytuss SrE O T le T
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: : 01 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary:$3.05  hour Interview will be held at YCO Bidg. I, 3rd Floor 17 Fence 55 Moran or HE[AIRIS|EMAITIOINIEIS
P“Bl_lc N“TIGE Co tact SAIPAN PLANT CENTER ar gsAzLaEgREPREShENTATNE-SaI- of the NEW LIBERTY PLAZA STORE, Garagan 18 Imelda or oo 3 DIY[AIN[SHML[EW[1]S
ontact: AN , ary: .67 per montl ctober 1 erdinand — panis - -
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For further assistancs, ary: $4.50 per hour Contact: FUJI PACIFIC, INC. Tel. 234- g candy or gin i Istress. -
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Tol. 664.2078 01 WELDER-Salary: $3.35 per hour g surix 2 Dr. Zhivagos favorte id
. . Contact: TANO GROUP, INC. Tel. 235- . 01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour B B s- art Must have a minimum of 5 years proven T 32 Compass pt. love avorite 24 éwh :mwng 3
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e 99, Contact: PACIFIC BASIN INSURANCE, d a complete set of tools & a Volt/Frequency H 15 i Y verb
per hour Send resume or standar il 30 “Waking —
10 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:  |NC. Tel. 234-5860(10/11)M80837 application to of $75,000 about 50K below Meter 3 ) - Daaing
$3.05 pe r hour i FAX: (671;)653-1884, or mail to . Salary Range: $6.00 to $12.00 per hour, 34 Stable cries
Contact: MARIANAS HOTEL SER- 01 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour ATTN: MANAGER book value. Call Nik at 234-9890 depending on experience. : Snvte 35 Ms. Thurman
VICES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-2150(10/ S;’;‘}S‘S; a'}”g;fa’?”ja L’;‘%SZTS":_%%&%%} P.O. gox 2136 032 . Pick up an application in person at 36 gaegilt:;ngfg
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Sl LIPLOYIENT -
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D3 COOK-Salary: §3.05-3.60 per hour ?fm%ggzlgm.mc. Tel. 234-3221(10/ 0PPORTUNI Y B FOR RENT T 4 Prepositon
o ggecr::gg HELPER-Salary: $3.05- - . : - ol et A STUDIO TYPEAPT.  $250 5 46 — Russell of
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: . Contact: JG SABLAN ROCK QUARRY - W st Sy epeience i A Comong & Refipesion ekl . ASAP BUILDING FOR LEASE Born today, possess remarkable tomorrow, fin your irthday an ecisions on their own, wi out Clapton
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Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO,, LTD. - . Hospital Cards, Birth Cestificates, Credit Card & Store 3 units sional know-how and persona t your birthday star be your arch 21-Apri 5 ]
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 02 .%%EO%TROE“C TECHNIGIAN-Sal- - i oo et s Bask Card incleding Vehicle Registration D $30,000.00 stamina required to reach virtu-  daily guide. — Yourunique, inimitable brand
80948(10/80948 " ary: $3.05 per hour ownpayment ,000. . 12 f wisd il i
Contact: CHUNG HUA INC. Tel. 234- - toaper e NO QUESTIONS ASKED! Monthi $2.750.00 ally all of your goals. There is TUESDAY, OCTOBER of wisdom will serve you well in ° '
05 SEWING MAGHINE OPERATOR.  7768(10/18)M32926 : vionthly 250 much about yourself that you do LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —  surprising situations all day long. “Idsp by Dick Rogers
Satary: $3.05 per hour 01 (ASSISTANT) MANAGER, HOTEL- 3 Hmn SERmE mnm %g%ﬁ&ﬁﬁ&;ﬂﬁ ;f:sas:)hm Location: Koblerville . not share with the world atlarge, = Someone may surprise youtoday ~ Others will remark upon your ™ <
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234-5277(10/18)F80946

05 DANCERS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: A.S.C. INC. dba Nagoya Star
Night Club & Karaoke Lounge Tel. 235-
7648(10/18)M32932

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.15 per
hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.15-3.30 per hour
01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.20-
3.25 per hour

01 WAITRESS,RESTAURANT-Salary:
$3.10 per hour

01 WAITER,RESTAURANT-Salary:
$3.05-3.20 per hour

01 (ASSISTANT) OPERATIONS MAN-
AGER-Salary:$4.60-4.70 per hour
Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN,LTD.
Tel.322-4692(10/11)M80815

01 MESS COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CHINA INT'L. ENGINEERING
CO. LTD.Tel.288-4994(10/11)M32844

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:$3.50
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC CARRIE ENT.
(SAIPAN) Tel.235-5528(10/11)M 32843

01 COURIER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: HAJIME MORI dba OCS/Fuji
Tour Service Tel.322-6543(10/
11)M32847

01 SUPERVISOR (SEWING DEPART-
MENT)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(10/25)M33029

03 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CHINESE FOOD CENTER
dba Canton Restaurant Tel. 234-
7236(10/25)M33028

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:$3.50-
4.00 per hour

01 (ASSISTANT) MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,000.00 per month
Contact: KAIZOKU CORPORATION
dba Kaizoku Restaurant Tel. 233-
5304(10/25)M33026

02 TRANSLATOR-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: MODERN GENERAL COR-
PORATION dba Motel & Restaurant
(San Jose) Tel. 235-8899(10/
18)M32927

01 TRIMMER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: SMZ CORPORATION Tel.
235-8228(10/18)M32928

01 AIRCON/REF. TECHNICIANS-Sal-
ary: $3.05-4.25 per hour

Contact: CRISPIN M. & LUCINDA R.
SABLAN dba Marianas Auto Aircon &
Ref. Repair Co. Tel. 235-2378(10/
18)M32929

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: IM, MING YU! (DAVID YEN)
dba Ever Plus Enterprises Tel. 234-
5790(10/18)M32930

01 SALES PERSON (GENERAL MER-
CHANDISE)-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: FRIENDS CO. INC. dba
Friends Co. Inc. Tel. 323-5690(10/
18)M32934

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRERBLDG.
-Salary: $3.05 per hour :
Contact: PANGELINAN, INC. Tel. 234-
5236(10/18)M32938

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00 per
month

Contact: YANG'S CORPORATION Tel.
235-6785(10/25)M33025

01 MANAGER-Salary:$1,500.00 per
month

Contact: TRI ENTERPRISES, INC. dba
Healthcare Specialties Tel. 322-
2783(10/25)M81056

Please apply and bring resume’ at
JWS Air Conditioning & Refrigeration in
Chalan Laulau, Middle Road. (MCS Building
in front of Pacific Daily News Office).

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

In the Matter of the Estate of
WALTER EARL COX,
Deceased.

Civil Action No. 99-0583D

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR
ANCILLARY PROBATE, AND FOR
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY, AND NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

Hearing Date: November 9, 1999
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Judge: JohnA. Manglona

TO: ALLHEIRS, DEVISEES, LEGATEES
AND CREDITORS OF WALTER EARL COX,
DECEASED.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Ciars . Mog-
GAN, JR. has filed with the Clerk of this Count his Ped-
tion for Ancillary Probate, and for Letters Testamentary
forthe Estate of Warrer Eart, Cot, deceased. The hear-
ing on the Petition is set for Tiesday, November, 1999
at 1:30 p.m.at the Superior Court, Civic Center, Susupe,
Saipan, Northemn Mariama islands.

For further particulars please refer to the Petition on
file herein, or contact counsel for Petitioners, Bruce L.
Mailman of the law firm of White, Pierce, Mailman &
Nutting, Joeten Center, Susupe, PO. Box 5222 CHRB,
Saipan MP 96950, telephone (670) 234-6547 and fac-
simile (670) 234-9537.

CREDITORS of decedent or of his estate are hereby
notified that they must fle their claims with the Clerk of
the Superior Count within sixty (60) days of the first
publication of this Notice, or the claims will be forever
bamred.

DATED: October 5th, 19%9.

Jovita Castro Flores, Clerk of Court
By:/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4:05 per hour

01 LIFEGUARD-Salary:$3.05-4.05 per
hour

03 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

01 MANAGER, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$580.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN, INC.
Tel. 322-3311(10/25)M81055

Gall: 3225911 leave message

FOR SALE

KENWOOD AUDIO/VIDEO
Hi-FI RECEIVER SYSTEM

with ADS Speakers, SONY HifFi VCR, and
21" T.V. purchased for $1100.00
sacrifice all for $800.00

Call: 322-5911

COMPAQ PRESARIO DESKTOP
188mhz Chip 48MB Ram

Monitor, and Hewiett Packard Printer

Will inlcude wT.dpuler desk and books everything
10 get you started with lots of software.

$1,200.00 Firm

LOST PASSPORT

Name: YUN BYUNG SUK
Nationality: Korean
Passport Mo.: GM0011077

if found, please call: 234-2341

FREE 1 Month rent $475.00/mo.
(330sqf) ideal for Flower, Barber/Beauty,
Gifts, or dried goods. Prime Location,

FOR RENT

2 Bedroom, 2 T&B, 24 Hrs. Water
Spacious Living & Kitchen Area
Location: Susupe across Grand Hotel

2 Bedroom & 3 Bedroom, 24 Hrs. Water
Location: Back of Mobil San Jose

E L OFFICE SP,
Susupe along Beach Road across Grand Hotel
Area: 2500 sq. ft.
2nd Fir. of Modern Stationery Building in
San Jose with Ample Parking Space
Area: 1000 sq. fi.

| KE E
Susupe along Beach Road across Grand Hotel
Area: 2200 sq. ft. and 5000 sq. ft.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLS. CALL MAAN or EDGAR
AT 234-8585/235-6163

LOST PASSPORT

Name: JIN FU 21

Birth: 1966-03-21
Nationality: Chinese
Passport No.: 14 0376179

If found, please call: 233-7001

LER ESTATES

-2 BEDROOM

- FULLY FURNISHED

- ONE AIRCON (18,000 BTU)
- 24 HOURS WATER

- BACK-UP GENERATOR

Gontact No. 233-3793

FOR SALE
1996 HYUNDAI SONATA

This car in excellent condition with low miles,
and price well below blue book.

Car is fully loaded and tinted.

$6,500 » 322-5911 leave message

VESTCOR VILLAGE

APARTMENT FOR RENT
San Antonio, close to Beach and Stores, Two-
Bedroom, Fully Furnished with back porch
apartment, nice quiet location.

For appointment see, call 235-0526.

Serious inquiries only.

"APARTMENT FOR RENT
S - CAPITOLHILL - ¢ .-

BEDROOM APARTMEN

FOR MORE INFORMATION I

CONYACT TEL. # 322-3797/3798

goabout your business in a secure
and confident manner, comfort-
able with yourself, with yourplace
in the world around you, and with
the responses you get from the
people you encounter from day to
day. You are a warmhearted indi-
vidual, generous and caring, but
you do have your selfish side
which is only evident, usualily,
when your back is against the
wall.

It is likely you will have one
great love in your life, and that
you will pursue this destiny from
an early age, clear in your think-
ing and firm in your resolve. As a
result, you are more likely than
anyone else born under your sign
to enjoy a lifelong partnership or
marriage.

Alsobornonthis date are: Luke
Perry, actor; Joan Cusack, actress;
Daryl Hall, singer-songwriter;
Elmore Leonard, author; Jerome
Robbins, director and choreogra-
pher; EleanorRoosevelt, U.S. first
lady; Steve Young, football
player.

again, to go back to the drawing
board.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— Take care you don’t bend the
rules so far that they are actually
broken inadvertently today. You
may want to play it straight and
safe!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — That which you do
notnotice may actually prove most
significant to you by day’s end.
Let things develop organically,
according to the rules.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — You and a friend or co-
worker may suffer from more than
a difference of opinion. Indeed,
you may both be moving in dif-
ferent directions at this time.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— You may be going through
something of a rough patch to-
day, particularly where your more
basic emotional needs are con-
cemed. Ask for help!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— You mustn’t be overpowering

n
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MY ENGINE'S
STARTING TO KNOCK
LIKE CRAZY/

— Look for sales and bargains
wherever you go today, but avoid
buying anything you don’t really
need. Remember, spending is
spending — period.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— Now is not the time for teas-
ing! Be sensitive to the feelings of
others, and you can expect others
to be sensitive when you most
require it. '

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— What seems a reality at one
moment may prove a figment of
your fertile imaginarion the next.
It’s your response, however, that
really matters.

LEO (July23-Aug.22)—You
can avoid major conflicts today
simply by remaining true to your
own expectations and desires.
Don’tlet yourself get inappropri-
ately “crazy.”

VIRGO (Aug.23-Sept.22) —
You're more interested in finding
the answers from within yourself
today. The search is likely to re-
veal a few surprising truths.
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WHEN iT'S OBVIOUS YOU NEED A NEW CAR . .. FIND ONE IN THE CLASSIFIED ADS!
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24 patients...

Continued from page 1

chairman of the House commit-
tee on health, education and wel-
fare assured that funding will be
made available to ensure the
ESRD patients are taken cared of.

“Since we are a certified Med-
icaid/Medicare center, we are
mandated to educate patients and
provide transplants as an alterna-
tive to dialysis. And as a result,
we have a contract agreement with
them (CPMC since 1996). ..

**As far as appropriation is con-
cerned, we have sufficient fund-
ing for the maintenance of trans-
plant patients,”said Hofschneider.

While looking at transplants as
an option for ESRD patients,
Health Secretary Joseph Kevin
Villagomez said the Department
of Public Health (DPH) will also
take a pro-active stance in ad-
dressing health care problems,
particularly by instituting preven-
tive programs.

“While we are addressing this
situation through this (dialysis)
program and having transplants
asanoption..., the bigger picture
is what are we going to do with
our population as a whole and we
need to do more programs to pre-
vent this from happening,”
Villagomez said.

Hofschneider also made a pitch
on the cost-efficiency of kidney
transplants as opposed to having
one patient on dialysis for the rest

of his life.

“The net savings is realized
immediately after the transplant.
That savings, we can reserve for
maintenance of transplant pa-
tients,” the House HEW chair-
man said.

Dr. Hilmer Negrete of CHC
hemodialysis program said the
amount it costs to take care of a
single patientondialysisis pegged
at around $7,000 in one month,
and this cost multiplies as the
patient has to live with regular
medication for the rest of his life.

The cost of a kidney transplant,
on the other hand, can be any-
where from $50,000 to $70,000.

“The figure offsets itself just by
having one patient transplant in a
single year, thereby reducing the
cost in the dialysis part,” added
Hofschneider.

But the cost-efficiency is not
the only consideration, said the
health officials. Negrete, for in-
stance, said patients who under-
went transplants tend to live more
productive lives than those who
are on dialysts for the rest of their
lives.

Inokuchi presented three cases
of dialysis patients who are can-
didates for transplants. She said
anywhere in the U.S. mainland
and the CNMI, one-third of the
dialysispatients are deemed healthy
enough to tolerate a transplant.

Another one-third usually has
too many health problems or com-
plications and tend to have in-
creased risk of death, and therefore

cannot undergo transplant.

The remaining one-third,
Inokuchi continued, does not care
at all about their health problem
and do not take their medication
seriously, or not at all.

Aside from evaluating dialysis
patients, the California team of
health experts gave two education
programs for the patients, as well
as an education program for the
doctors.

Inokuchi’s visithas beeneyed to
allay any misinformation that
CNMI patients have about the or-
gan transplant process.

The team said relocating the
CNMI patients to California to be
near CMPC does not improve their
chances of moving up the list or
being prioritized.

Inokuchi first visited Saipan in
1996, for the same purpose of evalu-
ating ESRD patients numbering to
only 44 at that time.

Since then, eight CNMI patients
have already undergone kidney
transplants and are now “living a
normal life,” said Inokuchi.

Hofschneiderearlier warned that
sending the patients to the trans-
plant center in California before
the anticipated transplant date could
spell disaster to the CNMI’s lim-
ited medical referral funds.

The CNMI still lacks expertise
and medical facilities to under-
take organ transplants and thus,
sending patients off-island re-
mains a priority to address the
health needs of patients with se-
vere medical problems.

Fund .

Continued from page 1

an eye on him because. after all.
the Board has the authority to
terminate him if he commits
wrongdoing,” said Santos.

The other members who were
in favor of Torres” hiring are Sue
Mafnas (Saipan). Tom Saures
(Carolinian Community) and
Mary Ann Tudela (Saipan).

Torres. a former legislator. was
named as new Fund administra-
tor last Sept. 22

Days after the election. a group
of concerned individuals chal-
lenged the Board and the Senate
to review the selection process
for Torres.

“All candidates were required
to submit police clearances. The
selected candidate was recently
charged with three felony bank-
ing violations while the manager
of the Bank of Saipan.” the group
pointed out.

On Oct. 7, the Board moved to

hold another round of election,
this time to decide whether to
retain Torres’ election or not,

Camacho, who recused him-
self fromthe Sept. 22 election due
to “‘conflict of interest,” said de-
spite opposing opinionson Torres’
hiring among members, the Fund
Board as a whole need to abide by
the law.

“This is very difficult for me to
say andIdon’tlike it— itisnever
easy to speak out this way, butmy
duty is to protect the Fund mem-
bers and show a shining exampie
of what that trust is all about . . .
Mr. Torres is undeniably quali-
fied. What was in question was
his integrity,” said Camacho.

Diaz (Tinian) declined to com-
ment on the issue, while Reyes
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The Variety contacted the other
Board members who favored
Torres™ election but failed.

The Board chairman, how-
ever, said he had done his best
to air his concern — and the

public’s concern — regarding
Torres’ hiring during thc meet-
ing.

“Public opinion and common
sense are overwhelmingly
strong against the hiring of Mr.
Torres. We simply can’t turn a
deaf ear to that ...Idid whatI
was supposed to do and I voted
as a matter of fiduciary duty and
my entrusted obligation to all
the members of the Fund.

“The members of the Fund,
whom I represent and serve ex-
clusively and solely in their best
interest expect no less than a
vote to recall and rescind the
hiring,” he said.

There were nine other candi-
dates earlier vying for the
administrator’s post of the Fund.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio earlier
took a hands-off stance on the
issue, saying the administration
did not have anything to do with
the controversial election of
Torres. He, however, expressed
hopes the Board did the right
thing.

HIV...

Continued from page 1

late last month.

Officials said the inmates have
been assured their concerns are
being addressed.

A recently-released prisoner
said the inmates have been “‘pan-
icking.”

The HIV-positive inmate was
involved in an immigration case
and may be deported, officials

said.

A Chinese national whoused to
work at a garment factory on the
island, she carries a document stat-
ing she tested positive for HIV.
The virus attacks the body’s re-
sistance mechanism and devel-
ops into AIDS in the latter part of
infection.

The inmate has been on Saipan
for the past two years and report-
edly has an English-speaking boy-
friend.

Last year. a Thai garment

worker was deported after testing
positive for HIV,

Government has enacted mea-
sures ensuring that CNMI resi-
dents and citizens are safe from
communicable diseases brought
in by guest workers from differ-
ent parts of Asia, including the
Philippines.

Under the measure, all guest
workers are subjected to HIV test-
ing shortly upon arrival and also
upon renewal of their employ-
ment contracts.

Keep SAIPAN Clean & Green

NMI...

Continued from page 28

“It’s a good thing to see every-
one here for a friendly competi-
tionand more especially inseeing
people together in this gathering.

“This is a good medicine par-

ticularly because of the kind of

work you do. You play a very
vital role in keeping communities
safe and protected,” said the Gov-
ernor to the participants.

Last year, the Goodwill
Games were held on the island
of Tinian. Upon request of the
law enforcement agencies in
Guam, the games were hosted
by Saipan this year.

Battle

Continued from page 28

fensive, lackluster effort.

“T fought my best tonight,”
McGregorsaid. “Alll wanttodo is
keep getting better and better. I
don’t care who it is, I’ll fight any-
body.”

Chow’s blood pressure was high
anhourbefore the fight card started,
and the doctor told him to rest a
while before taking itagaintomake
sure he was OK. Chow passed the
test the second time.

Chow blamed his loss on his
highblood pressure, saying thathis
blood pressure actually peaked at
185 over 115 before he took some
medication to bring it down.

“I didn’t feel right,” Chow said.
“I don’t think I got whipped. I hit
her with a couple of good shots.”

Asked what, if anything, the bout
proved, Chow responded with a
smile andabitofbravado: “It proves
a woman cannot hurt a man.”

Asked the same question,
McGregor said: “Just that I'm a
winner.”

A lot of fans, though, attached
more significance to the fight.

“I think it’s breaking a lot of
barriers. I feel like I'm taking part
in this big event in history,” said
Rosemarie Moore, 18, Seattle, at-
tending her first fight.

“Womenare saying, ‘Hey, we’re
justas good as you.” We’ve come a
long way.

Another fan disagreed.

“It’s not a good thing for box-
ing,” said Sherman Daniels, 47,
from Renton, Washington. “With
all the controversy, this might be
the firstand the last time a man and
woman fight.”

Clemens

Continued from page 28

“Ididn’twantto getin trouble, so
I putin Rivera,” Torre said, noting
that the heart of the Texas lineup
was coming up in the eight.

“Tome that was the ninthinning.
Tjustdidn’t want to getin trouble in
the middle of their order,” said
Torre.

The Rangers led the league in
batting at.293 and scored 945 runs
during the season, but the A.L.
Westchampionshit. 152 and scored
justone runin the series - matching
theirtotal from last year’s Division
Series sweep, also at the hands of
the Yankees.

“It’s been the same thing the
whole series - we never got our
offence going,” Oates said.

Texas has lost nine straight play-
off contests since winning Game 1
of the 1996 Division Series against
New York.

“It’s very hard to take,” Rangers
second baseman Mark McLemore
said. “We came into this year with
abetter ballclub and the same thing
happened again. It’s tough to deal
with.”

The defending World Series
champion Yankees captured their
10th straight postseason game and
were awaiting the winner of the
other A.L. Division Series between
Cleveland and Boston. Cleveland

had a 2-1 lead in the best-of-five
series.
In his first postseason start,

. Loaiza surrendered three runs, five

hits and a walk in seven innings,
striking out four. He was as good as
Clemens after the first inning but
the damage was done.

“It was just the first inning,”
Loaiza said. “We had a lot more
left and one mistake cost the whole
game. It’s going to be hard for me
to forget about it.”

“Certainly giving up a three-run
homer in the first inning is not the
best thing that can happen to you,”
Oates said. “But our pitchers kept
battling.”

Loaiza struck out Chuck
Knoblauch to start the game but
nearly gave up a homer to Derek
Jeter, whose blast hit the top of the
wall in left-centre field. As Jeter
rounded second, he ran into
McLemore, who was called for
obstruction and Jeter was given
third.

Bernie Williams walked and
Tino Martinez struck out before
Strawberry crushed a 1-Opitchinto
the left-centre field bleachers for
hiseighth careerpostseasonhomer.

“It feels special. It always feels
special when you come through in
a big situation,” Strawberry said.
“When you get three runs and you
have RogerClemenson the mound,
you have to feel good about your
chances.”

Islands

Continued from page 1

states, Congressman Robert A.
Underwood (D-Guam).had also
expressed concern over the insen-
sitivity displayed by the develop-
ing nations in transporting their
spentnuclear materials through the
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ)
of Pacific island nations.

It seems rather arrogant for the
governments of the United States,
Japan, England and France to im-
pose their nuclear materials upon
the small or disenfranchised Pa-
cific island states,” Underwood
said.

He added that the lives of the

citizens of these areas are being
placed in harm’s way with little
voice Or recourse.

“The developed world istreating
the Pacific as a highway for their
noxious fuels and they do not care
that there are thousands of people
who live next to that highway,” the
congressman said.

SPF plans to continue to pursue
discussions with France, Japan and
the United Kingdom on a liability
regime for compensating the re-
gion foreconomic losses caused to
tourism, fisheries and other indus-
tries affected as a result of any
accident involving a shipment of
radioactive materialsand MOX fuel
even if there is no actual environ-
mental damage caused.
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Braves in 8th straight NLCS

HOUSTON (Reuters) — The
Atlanta Braves advanced to their
eighth straight National League
Championship Series with a 7-5
victory over the Houston Astros
on Saturday, but admitted they
had a little luck on their side.

The Braves, who out-hit Hous-
ton 15-8, nextface N.L. East rival
New York, a team they beat nine
times in 12 games. The wild card
Mets ousted the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks in four games.

“We had a lot of luck with our
base hits,” said Atlanta manager
Bobby Cox. “Everything we
touched fell in for us and we had
a great pitcher on the mound.”

. “They got some breaks against
us and destiny justhad something
to do with that,” Houston man-
ager Larry Dierker said. “The last
three games were very emotion-
ally draining but I feel that all
three games could have gone ei-
therway. You’ve gottohave some
luck on your side at times. And
that is what they had.”

The last Major League Base-
ball game ever in the Astrodome
turned out to be a repeat of play-
off failures past for Houston,

which dropped the final three -

games of the series after stunning
Greg Maddux in the opener.

The Astros have lost all six
postseasonseries in franchise his-
tory. Atlanta is 15-1 in Division
Series play.

Atlanta became the first N.L.
team to drop an opening game
andrally to win a Division Series.
After escaping with a 12-inning
victory in Game 3, the Braves
turned to postseason ace John
Smoltz.

Smoltz improved to 4-0 in Di-
vision Series action by holding
the Astros scoreless through six
innings. The Braves built a 7-0
lead before Houston attempted to
rally.

The Astros got within 7-5 and
had All-StarsCraig Biggioand Jeff
Bagwell up representing the tying
run. Butbothfailedtocome through
and Braves closer John Rocker
nailed down the save.

“Hedid another sensational job,”
Cox said of his first-year closer.
“That wasn’t easy to come in that
situation and get four outs again.
The game gotsortof on the line, but
we had our luck today.”

Two-run singles by Eddie Perez
and Gerald Williamns highlighted a
five-run sixth inning for Atlanta,
which strung together five straight
singles in the frame. ChipperJones,
Bret Boone and Andruw Jores
added RBI for the Braves.

Houston starter Shane Reynolds,
who bested Maddux in Game 1,
was not as fortunate this time, sur-
rendering four runs and nine hits

_ over five-plus innings.

&quot;Smoltz pitched good and
we didn’t score any runs,&quot;

Atlanta Braves relief é)ltcher John Rocker (rlght) and catcher Eddle
Perez celebrate the Braves’ 7-5 victory over the Houston Astros to '
clinch their National League division series in Houston Saturday. Ap

BOSTON (Reuters) — The
Boston Red Sox stayed alive in
the American League Division
Series by exploding for their
biggest single postseason in-
ning in 24 years on Saturday en
route to a 9-3 victory over the
Cleveland Indians.

John Valentin had a solo

Cleveland Indians’ Jim Thome (left) slides safely home as teammate
Travis Fryman (right) gestures in the 4th inning in Game 3 of the AL
division series against the Boston Red Sox Saturday. AP

homer and a two-run double, and
Brian Daubach hit a three-run
homer in a six-run seventh inning
as the Red Sox cut the Indians’
lead in the best-of-five series to 2-
1.Cleveland will try againtoclose
out Boston on Sunday at Fenway
Park.

The outlook appeared bleak for

the Red Sox, who were trounced
11-1in Game 2 and played Game
3 without All-Star shortstop
Nomar Garciaparra due to a sore
right wrist.

“We’ve won with a lot of dif-
ferent lineups,” said Boston man-
ager Jimy Williams, who added
that he would not know if
Garciaparra could play until Sun-
day.

“We just keep playing.”

Riding an effective outing by
starter Ramon Martinez, the Red
Sox responded with only the sec-
ond winintheirlast 20 postseason
games. Boston also snapped a
seven-game postseasonhome los-
ing streak, winning at Fenway
Park for the first time since Game
5 of the 1986 World Series.

The game provided a roller
coaster of fortunes for Valentin,
who homered in the bottom of the
sixth, made a costly error in the
top of the seventh and put Boston
ahead to stay with his double in
the bottom half.

“I’ve been busy,” said Valentin.
“You get groundballs. You try to
make the plays. It’s part of the
game.”

Boston scored all of its runs
against the Cleveland bullpen,
forced into early duty when Dave
Burba left after four innings with
tightness in his right forearm.
He had allowed just one hit and
a walk and was disappointed he
had to leave,

“I felt that I let the air out of
the balloon,” he said, “nothing
against the rest of my team-

Red Sox beat Indians to stay alive

mates.”

With younger brother
Pedro, the likely A.L. Cy
Young Award winner, side-
lined with a strained back un-
til Monday, Ramon Martinez
pitched 5 2/3 innings, allow-
ing two runs and five hits.

Ramon Martinez, who made
only four starts for Boston af-
ter returning from a long re-
habilitation due to rotator cuff
surgery, walked three and
struck out six. ““I felt great all
game,” he said.

“He pitched very big,” said
Valentin. “He gave us a
chance to win.”

Reliever Derek Lowe al-
lowed onerunin?2 1/3 innings
but got the win. Rod Beck
pitched the ninth.

Jaret Wright, pitching in re-
lief for the first time in his
career, walked Lou Merloni -
Garciaparra's replacement at
shortstop - and hit Jason
Varitek with a pitch to open
the fateful seventh. He wound
up yielding up four hits and
fourearned runs in two innings,
taking the loss.

“I didn’t get it done, basi-
cally,” said Wright. “To put it
bluntly, that’s what happened.”

RickyRinconandrookie Sean
DePaulaalso pitchedin the sev-
enthinnning, but could not stem
the Red Sox’ biggest postseason
frame since they scored six
times in the seventh inning of .
Game 1 of the 1975 World
Series against Cincinnati.

Reynolds said. “T was just trying
to keep it close and hopefully we
could score some runs later, but it
didn’t work out.” :

Houston did manufacture a
couple of chances to erase three
seasons of Division Series frustra-
tion. Tyey got a run in the seventh
on Tony Eusebio’s homer and four
more in the eighth, highlighted by
Ken Caminiti’s three-run homer.

After Tim Bogar doubled home
Eusebio with one out in the eighth,
Kevin McGlinchey induced pinch-
hitter Daryle Ward to ground out.
The Braves tumed to Rocker.

The reliever, who pitched out of

abases-loaded, none out jam in the
10th of Game 3 on Friday, struck
out Biggio swiriging to end the
inning. Biggio, a career .293hitter,
is just 5-for-42 in Division Series
play.

Rocker remained in the game in
the ninth and walked Stan Javier. A
wild pitch moved Javier to second
but Bagwell struck out on a check
swing, Everett struck out swinging
and Caminiti flied out to deep cen-
tre field. Bagwell, a career .304
hitter, is 5-for-39 in Division Se-
ries play.

“We keptourcomposure, butthe
momentum kind of turned,”
Atlanta’s Brian Jordan admitted.
“We battled back the next inning
and Rocker shut the door. Then
they didn’t have that much mo-
mentum.” .

Astros say
goodbye to
A_strodome

HOUSTON (Reuters) — After
35 seasons of baseball futility, the
Houston Astros said goodbye and
good riddance Saturday to the As-
trodome.

Instead of shedding tears for the
stadium they called home since it
opened in 1965, they could barely
wait to getoutaftera 7-5 loss to the
Atlanta Braves eliminated them in
the first round of the playoffs for
the third straight year and kept in-
tact their record of never having
won a post-season series.

The team moves next year to a
new stadium, which the Astroshope
will give them a fresh start.

“Probably the greatest pleasure
can take in this playoff series is
knowing that we won't ever come
back (to the Astrodome) to play
anymore baseball,&quot; Houston
Astrosmanager Larry Dierkersaid.
&quot;It was very exciting for me
in the beginning ... but its day has
gone by.”

“We've been here for 35 years
and we've never beento the World
Series,” he told reporters.

The Astrodome opened to great
excitement because it was the
world’s first domed stadium. But
when its novelty wore off and
crowdsdwindled, the Astros said it
was time for a new ballpack that
would both excite the fans and ring
up more money from them topay for
huge player contracts.

The Astros had hoped their last
seasoninthe dome would bring some
post-season magic, but in the end, it
brought only more frustration.
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CNMI, Guam law enforcers
compete in
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the participants of the 1999 Law Enforcement Goodwill Games Friday afternoon.

By Marian A. Maraya

Variety News Staff
LAW enforcement agencies
from Guam and their CNMI
counterparts engaged in a
friendly sports competition Fri-
day, in hopes of strengthening
camaraderie between their de-
partments.

Forthelast five years, CNMI
law enforcers have made it a
point to participate in this spe-
cial yearly event to increase
ties and enhance good work-
ing relationships with their sis-
ter agencies in Guam.

The Guam Customs, Guam
Police Department (GDP), and
Superior Court of Guam,
played versus the Department
of Public Safety (DPS), De-
partment of Labor and Immi-
gration (DOLI), and Customs
Servicesinachallenging game

ARLINGTON, Texas

(Reuters) — Roger Clemens fi-

nally found his postseason

groove. The Texas Rangers are
- still looking for theirs.

Clemens pitched seven score-
less innings to win a postseason
game forthe firsttime in 13 years
and the New York Yankees com-
pleted asweep of their American
League Division Series with a 3-
Oblankingof the punchless Rang-
ers on Saturday.

Rangersstarter Esteban Loaiza
made one mistake, but with the
way his team has been hitting, it
was enough to cost Texas the

games

of softball, Friday night.

“The purpose is to develop
camaraderie between us and
our sister agencies,” said Cus-
toms Airport Branch Manager,
Greg Sablan.

“Because of this camarade-
rie, we tend to work closely
together, share information on
concerns we have in common,
such as narcotics trafficking,
suspected drug smugglers and
what to expect from other ar-
eas. Guam right now is con-
sidered a source,” he said

“After all the all the hard
work and stress, this is a good
outlet for us to unwind and

share information and experi-

ences,” said Detective Frank
Pangelinan of DPS, Saipan.

Govemor Pedro P. Tenorio
was also present to officially
kick-off the event.
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Continued on page 26

launched a three-run homer in the
first inning that gave Clemens a
cushion before he even threw a
pitch.

“When you get a three-run lead,
you should feel good,” Clemens
said. “When Straw hit that home
run to get us going, it was a big lift
for us.”

Clemens allowed three hits and
twowalks while striking outtwo as
hedisplayed the form thathas made
him a five-time Cy Young Award
winner. Butin the postseason, he is
only 2-2 in 10 starts.

*“He threw well enough to win,”
Rangers manager Johnny Oates

Membérs of the CNM| team stand read

A

Clemens finds groove as Yankees sweep Rangers

had some chances to score some
runs. The bottom line is that we still
put zeros on the board.”

The fireballing Texan’s only
postseason win came in the 1986
A L. Championship Series against
California. Since then, Clemens
was winless in six starts, all with
Boston in 1986, 1988, 1990 and
1995.

“I think he had a chance to turm
the page and start over tonight,”
Yankees manager Joe Torre said.
“He kept hisemotions intact, which
I thought was the big key for him
because his stuff was terrific.”

Coming off consecutive Cy

to play ball during last Friday’s Fifth Goodwill games.
: Photos by Marian A. Maraya
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Clemens somewhat struggled
this year, going 14-10 with a
4.60 ERA. Energised by pitch-
ing in his home state, the
righthander was in control
throughout, allowing only two
runners to reach second.

JeffNelsonstarted the eighth,
Clemens having injured his leg
the inning before. Yankee
closer Mariano Rivera quickly
followed, coming inearlier than
usual and pitching two score-
less innings for his second save
of the series. He also lowered
his career postseason ERA to
0.47.

Battle of sexes

turns out to be
an ‘unfair’ fight

SEATTLE (AP) — Man vs.
woman in the ring turned out not
to be a fair fight, after all.

Margaret McGregor won every
round on every card of her four-
round, history-making bout Sat-
urday night against Loi Chow, a
jockey who showed virtually no
boxing skills.

McGregor,a36-year-oldhome-
town favorite from Bremerton,
Wash., towered over Chow and
threw combinations that racked
uppoints,evenifthey didn’tseem
to do any damage.

All three judges scored the bout
40-36 in McGregor’s favor.
McGregor, in ared sports bra and
gold trunks, landed a right to the
head in the first two-minute round,
then a four-punch combination.
Chow responded by bouncing
away. He kept bouncing all over
the ring, smiling and doing not
much else.

Chow, 0-3, hardly posed a wor-
thy opponent. The 33-year-old
from Vancouver threw punches
awkwardly, covered up most of
the fight, and landed only a few
punches. Listed as 5-foot-2, he
seemed a head shorter than the 5-
4 McGregor.

McGregor, 4-0, threw punches
like a trained fighter, even if she
never came close tohurting Chow.
She wasthe busier fighterthrough-
out the bout, and never looked
intimidated by Chow or the occa-
sion. As the fourth round came to
aclose, the crowd chanted, “Mar-
garet, Margaret,” and she re-
sponded with a combination to
the body.

“It was like my dream was com-
ing true right before my eyes,”
McGregor said of those chants.
“This is the biggest day of my
life.”

The crowd of 2,768 roared with
delight at the decision in her fa-
vor, but booed Chow for his de-

Continued on page 26
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argaret McGregor (right) hits
boxing opponent Loi Chow Sat-

game. Darryl Strawberry  said. “We scored no runs and we ~ Young Awards with Toronto, Continued on page 26 urday during their bout in Seattle.
McGregor won by decision. ap
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