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REMARKS BY THE SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA
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VIA SATELLITE




ALOHA'!

Thank you for your kind introduction Bob. I am grateful to
the Hawaii Forest Industry Association and the Kamehameha
Schools/Bishop Estate for sponsoring this symposium and providing
me the opportunity to speak to this gathering of Hawaii
environmental leaders.

I'm tempted to say it's a pleasure to be with you this
morning. Except, I'm not with you. And, while it's morning for
you, it's afternoon here in Washington. You are "toughing it
out" among the palm trees and trade winds on Oahu. I am sitting
in a hot television studio somewhere in the sub-basement of the
U.S. Capitol. You are getting tanned by the tropical sun, while
I am getting a headache from these bright TV lights. I ask you.
Where would you rather be?

Your list of discussion topics is impressive and ambitious.
Over the next two days, you will combine your wisdom, expertise,
and energies to analyze a multitude of issues affecting Hawaii's
forests. The conclusions you reach will provide new hope for our
ailing forests. In many ways, your symposium is like the
gathering of world leaders at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro
last June. You have come together because we have reached a
defining moment for Hawaii's environment. The people of Hawaii,
especially the young who will some day inherit these islands,
await your recommendations on what can be done to preserve
Hawaii's natural heritage.

Mark Twain once called Hawaii "The most lovely Fleet of
=-Islands to lie anchored in any ocean." We-are also the -most
isolated land mass in the world -- a geographic distinction which
explains why Hawaii is home to so many plant and animal species
found nowhere else.

Hawaii is famed for its natural heritage; no other place on
Earth has a higher percentage of unique plant and animal species.
Our State is home to over 10,000 life forms found nowhere else on
the globe. This rich natural heritage succeeded in maintaining a
delicate balance for centuries.

Then humans arrived with their accompanying baggage. The
dry forests, shrublands, grasslands and mesic forests that once
were native to Hawaii have disappeared. Wwet forests remain, but
are greatly diminished. The influx of noxious alien pests, and
the ensuing destruction of native habitat, resulted in a dramatic
decline in native species.

Of all the species that have become extinct in the United
States, two-thirds disappeared from Hawaii. This statistic is
more remarkable when you consider that our State accounts for
only two-tenths of one percent of the United States landmass.

The continued immigration of alien pests not only threatens
to exterminate Hawaii's surviving native biota, but also
irreparably damage agriculture, tourism and human health. Our
only hope to stem this wave of extinction is to control the
movement of alien species into Hawaii and protect essential
habitat.

In short, there's trouble in paradise! Hawaii's natural
heritage is disappearing before our eyes. Only a concerted
effort by State, Federal and private organizations can halt




Hawaii's extinction crisis.

In recent months, you have labored to educate the public,
the media, and policy makers in Honolulu and Washington about the
seriousness of this problem. For my part, I have developed a
legislative agenda to require more aggressive action by the
Federal government. Federal legislation alone will not end this
crisis. But these bills will provide a foundation for you to
build on. Let me take a moment to tell you about two of those
bills and what they mean to Hawaii.

In April, I introduced the Alien Species Prevention and
Enforcement Act of 1992, a bill to extend the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's mail inspection program to Hawaii.

According to Hawaii's Department of Agriculture, 23 percent
of the pests entering Hawaii arrive via the mail. These pests
are causing millions of dollars worth of damage to agriculture
and our environment each year. Alien pests are one reason why
agriculture, particularly sugar, must struggle for survival.

My bill would turn the current one-way mail inspection
program into a two-way program. Hawaii's environment deserves
the same protection that the mainland is receiving. 1It's a
matter of fairness and equity.

Preventing the extinction of species and maintaining our
quality of life also requires the management and protection of
our threatened ecosystems. With these objectives in mind, I have
introduced the Hawaii Tropical Forest Recovery Act. This
legislation was developed with valuable input from the State of
--Hawaii's Division of Forestry and Wildlife, Federal agencies--in:
particular the U.S. Forest Service--Hawaii environmental and
conservation groups, biologists and researchers at the University
of Hawaii, and the Hawaii Forest Industry Association.

The Hawaii Tropical Forest Recovery Act is a comprehensive
bill to rejuvenate Hawaii's ailing native forests. Under this
legislation, an aggressive program to develop improved techniques
of forest management would be instituted. This knowledge could
then be applied in tropical forests throughout Hawaii and abroad.

The United States can hardly be a credible voice for
stemming the decline of the world's tropical forests unless we
first take steps to preserve and properly manage tropical forests
within our own borders. Fortunately, we do not have to begin
this effort from scratch. In 1903, the Territory of Hawaii
established a forest reserve system that now encompasses the
heart of America's tropical forests.

Thirty years ago we made another important commitment to
Hawaii's tropical forests when the Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry, or IPIF, was established. Based in Honolulu, IPIF has
conducted valuable research and applied its expertise to the
management of tropical forests throughout the United States.

To empower IPIF to meet the challenges of the next century,
my bill would authorize a major expansion of this research
facility. A model center for research, training, and
demonstration would be established to disseminate scientific,
technical, and managerial expertise relating to tropical forests.
The Institute would have new authority to study and implement
actions to recover endangered tropical wildlife, fish, and plant




species, to research how tropical forests can moderate global
Cclimate change, and to promote responsible forest management and
agroforestry.

Another requirement of my bill is the establishment of a
Hawaii Tropical Forest Recovery Task Force. Some have asked, Why
do we need this task force? The answer is straight forward. The
action plan developed by the task force will serve as a tool for
Congress and the Federal agencies to focus resources on Hawaii's
problems. It will be your opportunity to send a loud and clear
message to Washington about the challenges we face and how to
solve them.

My tropical forestry legislation would also establish an
Experimental Forest in the State of Hawaii. This would serve as
a site for research, demonstration, education, training, and
Outreach on tropical forestry, conservation biology, and natural
resources management.

I am anxious to see these bills enacted before Congress
adjourns because time is not on our side. At least 25 percent of
our Nation's endangered birds and plants are endemic to Hawaii,
and that number is growing. Twelve endangered Hawaiian forest
bird species sit on the verge of extinction, reduced to such low
numbers that biologists doubt they may be saved. And for at
least 93 Hawaiian plant species, fewer than 100 individuals
survive. The disastrous decline of these species is a clear
indicator that something is terribly awry in the Hawaiian
Islands.

© My legislation will not guarantee that every species and -
subspecies will be saved. Nor does it guarantee that Hawaii's
remaining tropical forests can be restored overnight. But it is
a beginning; an affirmation of our commitment to halt the slide
into extinction. It is offered in a spirit of cooperation and
partnership with the State, natural resource managers,
environmental and conservation groups, and private landowners.
My objective is to provide a foundation upon which we can
rejuvenate Hawaii's forests and stem the tide of extinction.
While assistance can come from Washington, real solutions to
these problems will be found in Hawaii.

There is no question that we must prudently utilize the
environmental resources we have been given. If we are to
maintain our quality of life and live in balance with nature, we
must think in new ways and begin to employ enlightened
management. With this goal in mind, I offer you some
recommendations which I hope will stimulate your discussions
throughout this forest symposium.

Try to develop incentives which will encourage our private
land owners to maintain their land in a forested state as well as
incentives to promote reforestation of land which has been
converted to other uses.

Identify strategies to promote an economically viable and
responsible forest products industry.

Identify strategies for maintaining Hawaii's remaining
pristine forests and eliminating further conversion of these
forests.

Work aggressively on strategies for the control of alien




species and the prevention of future introductions of these
noxious species.

And finally, develop a program to re-establish our native
forests and the important economic species of those forests such
as koa and sandalwood.

Again, your efforts at bringing all parties together to work
on these issues are commendable. I wish you success, and I hope
this will be only one of many such meetings in the future, for
the solutions to our environmental problems will not be attained
quickly.

Mahalo--thank you--and may God bless you in your efforts!




