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HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA 
ADDRESS TO THE KAUAI DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MAY 1086

Mr. Chairman, honored guests and fellow Democrats, mahalo for the 

HONOR AND PRIVILEGE OF ADDRESSING YOU TODAY. I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SHARE 

MY THOUGHTS WITH YOU ON DEMOCRATIC PARTY UNITY, A THEME WHICH IS MOST 

APPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR, AND IN THIS YEAR, WHEN WE ARE 

GOING INTO WHAT WE ALL CONSIDER TO BE A CRITICAL AND CRUCIAL ELECTION, 

NOT ONLY HERE, BUT NATIONALLY AS WELL.

In Hawaii, we havf of course, the governor's race which many agree 

IS PIVOTAL AND OF ENORMOUS POLITICAL CONSEQUENCE TO OUR PARTY, CERTAINLY 

A RACE IN WHICH PARTY UNITY WILL RE CRUCIAL. IN THIS RACE, WE HAVE ONE 

ANNOUNCED CANDIDATE, ANOTHER WHO HAS ALL RUT ANNOUNCED AND AT LEAST TWO 

OTHERS, POSSIRLY THREE, WHO HAVE ESTABLISHED EXPLORATORY COMMITTEES TO 

PROBE INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF A GUBERNATORIAL RUN TO BECOME THE 

Democratic nominee. We have the good fortune, some may say misfortune, 

OF HAVING SO MANY PEOPLE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE GOVERNOR'S RACE, 

PEOPLE WHO ARE QUALIFIED, ANY ONE OF WHOM WOULD MAKE AN EXCELLENT 

GOVERNOR. I REALIZE THAT THIS IS A MIXED BLESSING, AND PERHAPS WE ARE 

THE VICTIMS OF OUR OWN SUCCESS. HOWEVER, I SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT WE 

CAN HAVE A VIGOROUS PRIMARY CAMPAIGN AND STILL UNITE BEHIND THE PRIMARY 

VICTOR FOR A SUCCESSFUL GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN. WE CAN DO THIS, AND 

THIS IS NOTHING NEW BUT BEARS REPEATING, BY CONDUCTING OUR PRIMARY 

BATTLES ON A HIGH PLANE, DWELLING ON ISSUES AND NOT PERSONALITIES OR 

OTHER DIVISIVE NON-ISSUES, SO THAT WITH THE BATTLE WON, WE CAN GO ON TO

WIN THE WAR.



It is a truism that we must present a united front to win- Our 

VERNACULAR AND QUOTABLE QUOTES ARE FILLED WITH EXPRESSIONS EXTOLLING THE 

VIRTUES OF UNITY: 

"In unity there is strength." 

"All for one and one for all." 

"E PLURIBUS HNUM/' OR "FROM THE MANY, ONE." 

"United we stand, divided we fall."

And perhaps most to the point, Benjamin Franklin's: "We must indeed

ALL HANG TOGETHER, OR, MOST ASSUREDLY, WE SHALL ALL HANG SEPARATELY."

Certainly, not to unite after the primaries would be courting 

DISASTER, A DISASTER FROM WHICH IT MAY TAKE MANY, MANY YEARS TO RECOVER- 

WE SHOULD, AND CAN, CAMPAIGN ON THE ISSUES AND DEMOCRATIC PROGRAMS WHICH 

OF LATE MANY CLAIM HAVE LOST SOME OF THEIR APPEAL TO THE AMERICAN 

PUBLIC. ON THIS POINT, I DISAGREE. OUR PROGRAMS STILL HAVE THE BASIC 

SUPPORT OF .THE AMERICAN PEOPLE-

We CAN BEGIN OUR UNITED FRONT BY REAFFIRMING OUR BELIEF IN THE BASIC 

SOUNDNESS OF OUR APPROACH TO SOCIAL AND BUSINESS LEGISLATION WHICH SOME 

DISPARAGINGLY LABEL "LIBERAL-" I BELIEVE THAT THE DEMOCRATIC SPENDING 

PATTERNS ARE AS GOOD AS AND AS HONORABLE AS REPUBLICAN SPENDING 

PATTERNS, PERHAPS MORE SO BECAUSE WE NEVER TRY TO OBSCURE OUR CONCERN 

FOR THOSE WHO NEED ASSISTANCE- THERE IS NOTHING SHAMEFUL NOR WRONG IN 

WANTING TO PROVIDE FOR THE POOR WHO CANNOT HELP THEMSELVES- WE DO THIS 

NOT ONLY FOR PEOPLE, BUT FOR BUSINESS AS WELL- REMEMBER ACCELERATED 

DEPRECIATION AND THE CHRYSLER BAIL-OUT? SOUND SOCIAL PROGRAMS FOR THE 

NEEDY IS NO MORE A BANE THAN SOUND SOCIAL OR TAX PROGRAMS FOR BUSINESS- 

Both ultimately provide for the common good- Social and educational
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PROGRAMS ASSIST THE NEEDY TO BECOME MEANINGFULLY EMPLOYED, THE EXPANSION 

OF BUSINESS AND THE ECONOMY TRIGGERED BY SOUND ECONOMIC POLICIES AND TAX 

LAWS PROVIDES JOBS. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT BOTH DEPEND ON EACH OTHER AND 

COMBINE IN A SYNERGISTIC RHYTHM FOR THEIR MUTUAL BENEFIT AND THE BENEFIT 

OF SOCIETY AS A WHOLE.

We Democrats have a proud tradition of helping those, who, through 

CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, NEED THE HELPING HAND OF SOCIETY. 

To THOSE WHO DECRY OUR SOCIAL PROGRAMS AS HANDOUTS, ABUSED AND ILL-USED, 

I say: "There is no question of the essential soundness of our 

programs. For the most part, they are well-run and accomplish the 

objectives set our for them. Are we not the nation which greets 

NEWCOMERS WITH THESE WORDS OF WELCOME AND COMPASSION BY EMMA LAZARUS, 

American poet and philanthropist, at the rase of our Statue of Liberty: 

Give me your tired, your poor, 

your huddled masses, yearning to breath free, 

the wretched refuse of your shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest tossed, to me: 

I left my lamp beside the golden door.

And more importantly, are not these people the very people who made 

our nation great?

In keeping with that spirit, an article in the Nay, 1986 Atlantic 

Monthly entitled "The Myth of America's Turn to the Right" by Thomas 

Ferguson and Joel Rogers states that: "American public opinion has long 

BEEN REST DESCRIBED AS BOTH IDEOLOGICALLY CONSERVATIVE AND 

PROGRAMMATICALLY LIBERAL. THAT IS, AMERICANS ARE OPPOSED TO BIG
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GOVERNMENT, AND RESPOND FAVORABLY TO THE MYTHS AND SYMBOLS OF 

COMPETITIVE CAPITALISM IN THE ABSTRACT. WHEN IT COMES TO ASSESSING 

SPECIFIC GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS OR THE BEHAVIOR OF ACTUAL BUSINESS 

ENTERPRISES, HOWEVER, THEY SUPPORT GOVERNMENT SPENDING IN A VARIETY OF 

DOMESTIC AREAS AND ARE PROFOUNDLY SUSPICIOUS OF BIG BUSINESS. 

Similarly, Americans are stongly anti-Communist and generally hostile to 

the Soviet Union, but they are wary of using force in the pursuit of 

U.S. FOREIGN-POLICY OBJECTIVES AND ANXIOUS TO MAINTAIN PEACE THROUGHOUT 

THE WORLD. THIS BASIC OPINION STRUCTURE MAY APPEAR SCHIZOPHRENIC, BUT AS 

Walter Dean Burnham, a political scientist at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, has observed, at least on domestic issues it 

PROBABLY REFLECTS VOTER ADAPTATION TO A POLITICAL SYSTEM IN WHICH THE 

GOVERNMENT IS INTERVENTIONIST BUT NONSOCIALIST. IN ANY CASE, IT HAS 

BEEN STABLE FOR AT LEAST A GENERATION.

"Moreover, within this structure," Burnham states, "the trend in 

PUBLIC OPINION OVER THE PAST GENERATION HAS BEEN TOWARD GREATER 

LIBERALISM. DURING THE 1970s, AND PARTICULARLY AFTER 1973, THE RATE OF 

INCREASE IN SUPPORT FOR LIBERALISM SLOWED SOMEWHAT. In ADDITION, ... 

THERE WERE SOME EXCEPTIONS TO THE GENERAL LIBERAL TREND. BUT NONE OF 

THIS AMOUNTED TO A CHANGE IN THE BASICALLY LIBERAL DIRECTION OF PUBLIC 

OPINION." I MIGHT ADD HERE, INCLUDING THE "LIBERAL" BENT TOWARDS SOCIAL 

SECURITY, MEDICAL CARE AND THE LIKE.

And, quoting from David Stockman's, The Triumph of Politics, Why the 

Reagan Revolution Failed, "Why did the conservative, anti-spending party 

(GOP) END UP RATIFYING A HALF“TRILLI ON DOLLAR PER YEAR WELFARE (HIS 

WORDS, NOT MINE) STATE? IN THE ANSWER LIES THE MODERN DIRTY LITTLE
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SECRET OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY; THE CONSERVATIVE OPPOSITION HELPED 

build the American welfare state brick by brick during the three decades 

PRIOR TO 1980.

"The Reagan Revolution failed because the Republican Party decided 

TO STICK WITH ITS OWN HISTORIC HANDIWORK. It COULD NOT AND WOULD NOT 

DISOWN AFTER NOVEMBER 1980 THE "ME-TOO" STATISM THAT HAD GUIDED IT FOR 

ALL THOSE YEARS IN THE POLITICAL WILDERNESS-"

The point I am making is that our party platform reflects what 

Americans want collectively in spite of the rhetoric to the contrary 

that we hear from time to time from different quarters. That is, until 

THEIR PROGRAM OR PROGRAMS IS ENDANGERED. We CAN ALL BE PROUD OF OUR 

PIONEERING EFFORTS IN SOCIAL LEGISLATION, LEGISLATION IN EDUCATION, IN 

LABOR, AND INDEED, IN BUSINESS, ROTH ON THE LOCAL LEVEL AND ON THE 

NATIONAL FRONT. At TIMES, ONE SECTOR IS MORE EQUAL THAN THE OTHER, BUT 

IN BALANCE, I BELIEVE THAT ALL THINGS EQUALIZE-

So fellow Democrats, beginning with the premise and agreement that 

WE HAVE A PLATFORM AND PROGRAMS THAT WE CAN BE PROUD OF, LET US TAKE THE 

HIGH ROAD DURING OUR PRIMARY CAMPAIGNS, PROUDLY CARRY THE DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY LABEL, AND VIGOROUSLY CAMPAIGN ON THE ISSUES- By DOING THIS, WE, 

ALL OF US, SHALL NOT ONLY WIN IN THE PRIMARY BATTLES, BUT CONTINUE TO 

VICTORY IN THE WAR- LET US ALL HANG TOGETHER, OR, MOST ASSUREDLY, WE 

SHALL ALL HANG SEPARATELY-
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