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COPY
By Senator Daniel K. Inouye

NOT TOO LONG AGO ON THIS VERY CAMPUS OUR SONS AND 

DAUGHTERS WERE TOLD THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 

WERE BEING DECEIVED AND OPPRESSED BY THE STRONGEST AND 

MOST DANGEROUS MILITARY AND INDUSTRIAL EXPLOITIVE SYSTEM 

IN HISTORY.

AN ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE STUDENT PARTISAN ALLIANCE 

ADVOCATED TOTAL REVOLUTION AS A MEANS OF BRINGING ABOUT A 

GENUINE PEOPLE’S GOVERNMENT.

TO IMPLEMENT THIS REVOLUTION, THE STUDENT PARTISAN 

ALLIANCE RECOMMENDED THAT THE DRAFT BE USED AS A WEAPON 

BY ANTI-IMPERIA LIST ORGANIZATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES.

I quote from
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I QUOTE FROM A STUDENT PARTISAN ALLIANCE STATEMENT; 

“NOT ONLY CAN IT (THE DRAFT) BE USED TO SABOTAGE THE

U.S. WAR EFFORT IN VIETNAM AND OTHER OVERSEAS ADVENTURES, 

BUT ALSO TO SUBSTANTIALLY WEAKEN THE ENTIRE MILITARY MACHINE 

AND TO ULTIMATELY AFFECT THE MILITARY’S ABILITY TO SUPPRESS 

FUTURE WARS OF NATIONAL LIBERATION IN THE TRICONTINENTAL 

COUNTRIES OR TO SUPPRESS AN INTERNAL REVOLUTION IN THE UNITED 

STATES. ”

THE NEXT PARAGRAPH IN THE STUDENT PARTISAN ALLIANCE 

STATEMENT WAS UNDERLINED;

”THEREFORE, THE STUDENT PARTISAN ALLIANCE STRONGLY 

RECOMMENDS THAT RADICAL AND REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS INFIL­

TRATE THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES, ...”

Once the young draftee
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ONCE THE YOUNG DRAFTEE COMPLETED HIS BASIC TRAINING

AND SPECIALIZED COURSES IN SERVICE SCHOOLS, THE STUDENT

PARTISAN ALLIANCE ENCOURAGED HIM TO:

OFFER MEDIOCRE COOPERATION.

ENCOURAGE DESERTION.

DISPOSE OF AND DESTROY WEAPONS.

SABOTAGE MILITARY VEHICLES AND OTHER 
EQUIPMENT.

ELIMINATE, I REPEAT, ELIMINATE OFFICERS 
AND NON-COMS IN COMBAT.

EXPOSE UNIT POSITIONS BY RADIO.

DIVULGE CLASSIFIED INFORMATION TO PROSTITUTES, 
BLACK MARKET DEALERS, ETC.

SURRENDER TO THE LIBERATION ARMED FORCES 
WHEN ENGAGED IN COMBAT.

ALL OF THE AFOREMENTIONED MATERIAL WAS TAKEN FROM

A REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII,

JUNE 28, 1967.

These positions taken



COPY THESE POSITION^^&KEfcBY ¿THE STUDENT PARTISAN ALLIANCE --

TELLING YOUNG SOLDIERS TO KILL THEIR OFFICERS AND NON­

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN COMBAT, TELLING THEM TO ENCOURAGE 

DESERTION AND TO KILL THEIR FELLOW SOLDIERS BY EXPOSING THEIR 

POSITIONS -- ALL THIS SURELY REPRESENTS THE OUTER LIMITS OF 

WHAT WE REFER TO AS DISSENT IN AMERICA TODAY.

ALL OF US IT SEEMS HAVE DEFENDED THE RIGHT TO DISSENT.

IN RECENT WEEKS WE HAVE HAD STATEMENTS TO THIS EFFECT FROM 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON, GENERAL WESTMORELAND, SENATOR FULBRIGHT, 

ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, JR., AND GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN.

RICHARD N. GOODWIN ASKED "WHAT BRAVERY IS THERE IN 

SAYING THAT THE PRESIDENT IS RIGHT? ” IN AN ARTICLE ENTITLED 

"THE NECESSITY OF BEING A DISSENTER. "

At Berkeley, my colleague,
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WENT EVEN FURTHER. "IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO ALLOW DISSENT, " HE 

SAID. "WE MUST DEMAND IT."

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS TIME FOR US — AS A NATION -- TO 

DEFINE OUR TERMS.

IS DISSENT MERELY A RIGHT TO SING THE BLUES? OR MUST WE 

SHOOT OUR OFFICERS IN THE BACK AS THEY INCH THEIR WAY UP THE 

BLOODY RIDGES OF DAK TO?

MY WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY TELLS ME DISSENT MEANS TO 

DIFFER IN OPINION ... TO DISAGREE.

UNFORTUNATELY, WEBSTER'S SAYS NOTHING ABOUT DISSENT 

BEING "AN ACT OF FAITH, " AS SENATOR FULBRIGHT ONCE CALLED IT.

NONE OF US HERE TODAY WILL QUARREL WITH THE RIGHT OF 

ONE AMERICAN TO DIFFER WITH THE VIEWS OF ANOTHER. ALL OF US,

in the sense
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IN THE SENSE OF THE DICTIONARY DEFINITION OF THE WORD, ARE 

DISSENTERS OR DISSIDENTS. BUT I THINK IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT 

TO MAKE CLEAR WHAT WE ARE DISSENTING FROM AND, CONVERSELY, 

WHAT WE ARE THEREFORE ASSENTING TO. ONLY THE RIGHT OF 

DISSENT IS SACRED, NOT THE MANNER AND CONTENT.

ONE OF THE GREAT DISSENTERS OF THE 20TH CENTURY RECENTLY 

RETIRED FROM THE POLITICAL SCENE. THERE WERE NO GREAT 

NATIONAL OBSERVANCES TO MARK THE EVENT. NO AMERICAN TELE­

VISION NETWORK FELT IT NECESSARY TO SCHEDULE A ONE-HOUR 

SPECIAL ON THE LIFE OF THIS MAN.

ALTHOUGH HE OPPOSED OUR VIETNAM POLICIES, ONLY 100 

STUDENTS ATTENDED HIS LAST PUBLIC APPEARANCE.

BLIND AT 83, CRIPPLED BY ARTHRITIS AND AN AUTOMOBILE 

ACCIDENT, HIS FACE CHALKY WHITE FROM A SERIOUS HEART CONDITION,

this great dissenter



”1 DON T LIKE THE SIGHT OF YOUNG PEOPLE BURNING THE

FLAG OF MY COUNTRY, THE COUNTRY I LOVE, ” HE SAID. IF THE 

YOUNG PEOPLE WANTED A SYMBOL OF DISSENT, HE SUGGESTED THEY 

WASH THE FLAG INSTEAD OF BURNING IT.

HIS NAME: NORMAN THOMAS.

NORMAN THOMAS HAS CRITICIZED WHAT HE BELIEVES TO BE

THE SHORTCOMINGS OF AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS.

A CHAMPION OF UNPOPULAR CAUSES, HE HAS SEEN MANY OF HIS 

CALLED-FOR SOCIAL REFORMS COME TO PASS AND BECOME LAWS OF 

THE LAND.

IN THE LATE 1920‘s AND EARLY 1930’s, NORMAN THOMAS 

ADVOCATED SUCH RADICAL PROPOSALS AS GIaNT PUBLIC WORKS 

PROGRAMS TO HELP THE UNEMPLOYED, UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE,

minimum wage laws.
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MINIMUM WAGE LAWS, p^ORK W^EK AND ABOLITION OF

CHILD LABOR.

HE FOUGHT FOR THE LOWLY SHARECROPPERS AND AGAINST 

THE DICTATORIAL RULE OF MAYOR FRANK HAGUE IN JERSEY CITY, 

AND THE KU KLUX KLAN. HE OPPOSED OUR ENTRY INTO WORLD WAR 

II AND DENOUNCED SOVIET TOTALITARIANISM WHEN THE SOVIET UNION 

WAS OUR GREAT WARTIME ALLY.

HE STOOD ALMOST ALONE AMONG PROMINENT AMERICANS IN 

DECRYING OUR DECISION TO DROP ATOMIC BOMBS ON HIROSHIMA AND 

NAGASAKI. HE WAS AN ENEMY OF MCCARTHYISM IN THE 1950»s AND

AA'y■ • -C.- . ‘

OF EXTREME RIGHT WING GROUPS THAT EMERGED IN THIS DECADE.

IN HIS SIXTH AND FINAL PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN IN 1948, 

NORMAN THOMAS RECEIVED A PALTRY 95, 908 VOTES AND HE NEVER 

HELD A PUBLIC OFFICE IN THIS COUNTRY.

In an interview
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IN AN INTERVIEW SEVEN YEARS AGO, MR. THOMAS WAS ^SKED 

WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO BE HIS ACHIEVEMENTS OVER THE YEARS.

HE SAID IN PART;

"I SUPPOSE IT IS AN ACHIEVEMENT TO LIVE TO MY AGE AND FEEL

THAT ONE HAS KEPT THE FAITH, OR TRIED TO. . . TO BE ABLE TO 

SLEEP AT NIGHT WITH REASONABLE SATISFACTION. . . TO HAVE HAD 

A PART IN SOME OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN 

THE FIELD OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, IN THE FIELD OF BETTER RACE 

RELATIONS, AND THE REST OF IT. " IN CLOSING, HE SAID; "AS THE 

WORLD COUNTS ACHIEVEMENT, I HAVE NOT GOT MUCH. "

IN ALL THE YEARS OF HIS LIFE, NORMAN THOMAS NEVER BURNED

AN AMERICAN FLAG. HE NEVER THREW EGGS AT A SECRETARY OF 

STATE AND HE NEVER ADVOCATED THAT AMERICAN SERVICEMEN SHOOT 

THEIR OFFICERS.

Norman Thomas advocated
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NORMAN THOMAS^ADVO^TED MAN rJ CAUSES, BUT HE ADVO­

CATED THEM FROM THE ROSTRUM, EXERCISING HIS CONSTITUTIONAL 

RIGHTS AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN INVOKING ARTICLE I OF THE 

CONSTITUTION.

PERHAPS WE WILL NEVER KNOW WHAT NORMAN THOMAS’S 

REAL CONTRIBUTIONS WERE TO THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT OF OUR 20TH CENTURY SOCIETY IN AMERICA OR JUST 

HOW HIS ACTS OF DISSENT SHAPED AMERICAN POLICIES.

BUT I BELIEVE THAT HE PLAYED AN IMPORTANT PART IN THE 

FORMULATION OF NEW PROGRAMS WHICH WERE TO BECOME ACCEPTABLE 

TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. THIS ’’JOHNNY APPLESEED" OF SOCIALISM 

PLANTED SEEDS OF REFORM WHICH FINALLY BURST THROUGH THE 

CONCRETE OF A RIGID AND UNYIELDING SOCIETY THAT IS NOW ONLY A 

MEMORY.

A Vermont minister



A VERMONT fU-OSECUTED BECAUSE HE HAD

THE TEMERITY TO PROCLAIM THAT CHRIST WAS A PACIFIST!

TODAY DISSENTERS CAN BASK IN THE WARM SUNSHINE OF 

RULINGS FROM A SUPREME COURT WITH UNPRECEDENTED LIBERAL 

VIEWS. BUT I PLEAD TODAY FOR RESPONSIBLE DISSENT, NONVIOLENT 

DISSENT, AND DISSENT WHICH AVOIDS FLINGING DOWN THAT LAST 

DESPERATE GAUNTLET — CIVIL VIOLENCE.

HAVE WE FORGOTTEN MAHATMA GHANDI, ONE OF THE GREAT 

DISSENTERS IN WORLD HISTORY? THIS LITTLE MAN, A WIZENED-UP 

BUNDLE OF SKIN AND BONES, SUCCESSFULLY CHALLENGED THE MIGHT 

OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE WITHOUT LIFTING A FINGER.

IT WAS HE WHO ESPOUSED THE DOCTRINE OF NONVIOLENCE, A 

PHILOSOPHY THAT WAS TO WORK WONDERS FOR THE AMERICAN NEGRO 

IN THIS DECADE AND WHICH RESULTED IN A FLOOD OF CIVIL RIGHTS

LEGISLATION IN SEVERAL SESSIONS OF THE CONGRESS.

I do not claim
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I DO NOT CLAIM A^TOTaETVICTORY FOR THE AMERICAN NEGRO 

OR OTHER MINORITY GROUPS. BUT I KNOW — AND THEY KNOW — THAT 

THEY CAN NO LONGER BE DEPRIVED OF THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 

IN OUR SOCIETY.

THE VIOLENCE IN OUR CITIES, THE LOOTING AND BURNING, WILL 

NEVER ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF THE NEGRO BUT WILL ONLY FURTHER 

SOLIDIFY THE OPPOSITION AMONG THOSE WHO WOULD IMPEDE HIS 

PROGRESS IN OUR SOCIETY.

ONLY A FEW WEEKS AGO, JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER EISAKU 

SATO WAS NAMED IN A STUDENT CITATION AS THE RECIPIENT OF 

"THE HONORARY DEGREE OF MASTER OF WAR. " WHEN HE LEFT THE 

CAMPUS OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, WHERE HE HAD RECEIVED AN 

HONORARY DOCTORATE OF LAW, HE WAS GREETED BY SHOUTS OF 

"ASSASSIN" AND "FASCIST. "

A talk by
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GORYA TALK BY SECRETAR Y>OF STATE DEAN RUSK ON THE CAMPUS 

OF THE UNIVERSITY OF INDIANA RECENTLY WAS CONSTANTLY INTER­

RUPTED BY SHOUTS OF "MURDERER! MURDERER!"

IS ALL THIS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE THINKING OF THE GREAT 

BODY OF AMERICAN STUDENTS? I THINK NOT. MORE THAN 14, 000 

STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF INDIANA SIGNED A LETTER OF 

APOLOGY TO SECRETARY RUSK.

IT IS VITAL THAT THERE BE FREE, OPEN AND CONTINUED 

DEBATE ON SO CRUCIAL A MATTER AS AMERICA’S VIETNAMESE POLICY. 

BUT OUR PEOPLE ALSO HAVE AN HISTORIC DESIRE FOR MODERATION 

AND FAIR PLAY. WE BELIEVE IN THE RIGHT OF ANY PERSON TO AD­

VOCATE ANY CAUSE, BUT LET IT BE DONE IN A CIVILIZED, RESTRAINED 

AND ADULT MANNER.

We cannot -• and we will not --
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WE CANNOT — AND" WE WILL NOT --ALLOW THE ESPOUSERS

OF VIOLENCE TO BLOCK THE DOORS OF THE PENTAGON OR BRING 

SESSIONS OF THE CONGRESS TO A HALT.

THOSE WHO ADVOCATE SUCH METHODS WILL NEVER SUCCEED 

IN CHANGING THE COURSE OF AMERICAN FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC 

POLICIES. THEY WILL SUCCEED ONLY IN BLACKENING THE IMAGE 

OF HONEST DISSENT WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TO A FREE SOCIETY.

BY THEIR VERY HOSTILE ACTIONS, THEY SERVE TO STIFLE

THE VOICES OF MANY RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS WHO, ALTHOUGH THEY 

MAY DISAGREE WITH OUR GOVERNMENT S POLICIES, FEAR TO BE 

CLASSED WITH SUCH IRRESPONSIBLE AMERICANS.

THIS VERY CAMPUS IS A CENTER OF DISSENT IN OUR NATION -- 

AND RIGHTFULLY SO FOR THIS IS THE INTELLECTUAL CENTER OF OUR 

COMMUNITY.

The community looks
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THE COMMUNITY LeOK&~TO YOU FOR ENLIGHTENMENT AND

REASONED JUDGMENT, RESERVING ITS RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT

YOUR VIEW’S.

IT MAY SOUND TRITE BUT THE LEADERS OF TOMORROW ARE 

BEING MOLDED HERE TODAY. ARE THEY TO BE TAUGHT THE V7AYS 

OF WISDOM OR THE INSTINCTS OF THE WOLF PACK?

THE VIOLENT ONES WILL NEVER LEAD THIS NATION TO FURTHER 

GREATNESS. THEY WILL NEVER LABOR IN OUR SLUMS AND PREACH 

THE GOSPEL OF EQUALITY UNTIL IT IS DEAR TO THE HEART OF EVERY 

AMERICAN.

THE VIOLENT ONES WILL NEVER JOIN THE PEACE CORPS AND

HELP THE POOR AND IGNORANT MASSES IN COUNTLESS UNDERDEVELOPED

NATIONS.

THE VIOLENT ONES WILL NEVER BUILD FOR THEY CAN ONLY

DESTROY.

If our intellectual



IF OUR INTELLECTUAL LEADERSHIP ABANDONS THE HOPE

THAT REASONED ARGUMENTS CAN PREVAIL AND CHOOSES INSTEAD 

THE PATH OF VIOLENCE AND CIVIL DISORDER THEN THIS NATION IS 

IN SERIOUS TROUBLE AND THE HERITAGE OF NEARLY TWO CENTURIES 

OF AMERICAN FREEDOM HAS GONE FOR NAUGHT.

IN CLOSING, I JUST WANT TO SAY THAT PERHAPS WE SHOULD 

CHOOSE A NEW LABEL FOR THOSE WHO PREACH VIOLENCE. I SUGGEST 

THAT WE CALL THEM DISSONANTS RATHER THAN DISSENTERS FOR THEY 

SOUND A HARSH, STRIDENT NOTE IN OUR SOCIETY. IN ANY EVENT, THEY 

ARE DEFINITELY OUT OF TUNE WITH THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE.


