My dear Mr. President:

When | returned to Woodley last Sunday afternoon, | found
a beautiful bunch of roses with a very kind card from you indicating
thatyou had remembered my birthday. Birthdays at my age are not
desireable memorabilia, butthe kindness which lay behind the gift was
very touching to me. I thank you

greatly. | also foundyour memorandum of September 22nd
asking me to speak to you the nexttime | saw you abouty memorandoum
of September 15th in respect to Germany. I should have gone to see you at
once but found that you were in Hyde Park. The publicity which has been
excited over this matter is of course most deplorable, but fortunately
from the mutually contradictory forms of the rumors even an outsider can
recognise that probably none of them are accurate. In the meanwhile we
all, the State Department, the Treasury, and my own Department, have been
going ahead in an attemptto make progress on the immediate steps
before us without any further disagreement. | am happy to say that we have
all three Departments agreed upon a form of post-surrender interim
directive to General Eisenhower which, after itis cleared by the British,
can be sentatonce to him without further disagreement. Harry Hopkins
has seen itand approved it. | think itwill be a step in the rightdirection. It
does not attempt to conclude any of the long distance future steps about

which we may have different opinions.
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I was sorry to learn from Bob Patterson that you had been
worried by rumors as to what the Army Pearl Harbor Board might find
in its report. The Congressional Joint Resolution directing the creation
of such a board was passed while | was in Europe, and the Board
was appointed before | returned. | looked into the matter and found that
the members had been selected by the General Staff from a careful study
of the persons available and with an eye to the selection of responsible
men representing the three elements of the Ground Forces, the Air Forces,
and the National Guard. Each member had a good record. After its selection

it had been approved by Marshall.

| found awaiting me arequest to appear before it. | postponed my
appearance until now in order that | should have time to make a careful study
of the documents and thus make an appearance which would answer any
possible false rumors that have arisen. This work has occupied a good deal
of my time during the past week or ten days, but this morning | was before
the Board for two hours and a half, and I think satisfied them on the subject
matter of some of these speculations. One can never tell but | felt at the end of
the hearing that they were satisfied with my account of the sequence of the
events. | had the advantage which, so far as | know, none of the other
witnesses have had of having kepta daily accountofmy meetings and
work during that critical period so that my testimony was all based upon
records and thus lifted above the danger of faulty memory. For myself, |
can hardly imagine a picture of more close cooperation and anxious desire to

wan our outposts of impending attack than was shown by this documented
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record. According to my memory, you were yourself so painstakingly
on the job throughout that period that | should be greatly distressed
if you were victimized now by ignorant or malicious rumors. It has
been my feeling that the best way to avoid such erroneous findings
asyou evidently feared was to meet with the Board and give them the

true facts. | hope that it worked.\

Faithfully yours,

HENRY L. STIMSON

Secretary of War

The President,
TreWieH.e HSEM
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